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CHAP. XVII 


The king of Prufſia demands an explanation of the 
empreſs-queen, relative to the deſign of her military 
preparations.— Is diſſatisfied with her anſwer, and 
reſolves on the immediate commencement of hoſtilities. 
=e=Publiſhes a declaration of his motives for oppoſing 
the court of Vienna. Demand a paſſage for bis 


troops through the eleftorate of Saxony, —Enters the 
eleftorate with a large army, and publiſhes a 
manifeſto. —The king of Poland retires from Dreſ- 
den, and repairs to the camp at Pirna, Page 1. 
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HAT. XI. 


The king of Pruſſia ſeizes the revenues of the eleforate 
of Saxony.—Cauſes the ſecret cabinet at Dreſden, 
catainuig th archives of the eleffobate, 10 be 
broken open, notwithſtanding the perſonal oppoſition 
of the queen of Poland. — He attends divine ſervice 
at 4 Lutheran church in Dreſden. —The king of 
Paland ſolicits the mediation and affiſtance f the 

neutral powers of Europe, on the king of Mia. 

invaſion of bis eleftorate, and taking poſſeſſion of its 

government and revenues. Memorial preſented by 

bis Poliſh majeſty's reſident at the Hague to the 

| States-general-==PDerteranonrof ne rmrrem of Ruffia 

_ againſt the conduct of the king of Pruſſia. — Declara- 

non of the king of France againſt bim. Three im- 

peerial decrees iſſed againſt. him. Fa publiſhes an 
en memorial, in vindication of 2 
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Auſtria, Rulſſa, France, * a great part of 3 | 

pire, united againſt Frederick. He endeavours to 

i$ force the Saxon troops, entamped at Pirne, hs 
-| furrender.\arches into Bohemia, aa engages be 
| Auſtrian army, under the command of mareſcha.. 

Brown, at Lowofitz.—He prevents the Auſtrians 
: 72 0 affording any relief to te Saxons.—T he Saxon 


troops 
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troops at Pirna mileavour to effeffuate an eſcape, 
but #6ithout fuccefs,—Tetter of the king of Poland to 
coat Rutoreſti.— I be Saxon army ſurrenders to the 
king of Pruffia, by capitulation.—His Poliſh majeſty : 
quits his eleftoral dominient, and retires into Poland. 
—The Pruffian troops go into winter-quarters.— 
Application made, on bebalf of bis Poliſh majeſty, to 
the primate and ſenatots of the republic of Poland, 
. by ca BH, bigh chaneellor of Ruſta.— I be 
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Nemerous Auſtrian, Ruſſian, and French armies, of 
fembled to att againſt the king f Pruſſia, at ſbe 
opening of the campaign of 17 57. — Hit military 
preparations.— Le enters Bohemia at the head of. 4 
large army. Battle Prague. Deatb of mareſthal 
Schwerin.—The big lays fiege o the city of 
Prague. 6 3. 
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Mariſchal Dann take 2 bis command the traps 
of the empreſo-quoen.— lle defeats the Pruſſian mo- 
nerch at the battle of Nolin.—Frrutrict raiſes the 
fiege of Prague, and retires into Saxony. Idi deten 
of Zittau attacked by the Auſtrians, and nearly de- 


froyed.—The prince of Pruſſia leaves the amy. 
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The king F Profile exters Lyſatia, * at 
Bautzen. He is joined by mareſchal Keith. — Ro- 
moves his head- quarters to Bernſtadtel, and aſter- 
wards repeatedly offers battle to the Auſtrian army; 
but his offer is declined. — 4 detachment of Auſtrians | 
march to Berlin, and levy contributions on the in- 
babitants.—Rigorous exattions by the. king of Pruſſia 
an the inhabitants f Saxony.——The city o Leipfic 
aaveſted by n ee Mitts 4 
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Okt iow of the affairs of the bing AN at wy 
preſent period. Ne is reconciled to Voltaire, and 


continues to correſpond with him.-Obtains a fignal 
 viftory over tho combined army of the empire, and 
of France, at Roſbach .—The Hanoverians reſume. 
their arms, notwithſtanding the convention of Cloſter - 


$even.—Battlr of Breſlawo.— Battle of Laſa.— End 
N e . 
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— . to the king of Prufſia.—A 
ſubſidiary treaty entered into between bim and the 
king of Great Britain.—PFrederick enters Moravia 
at the head of his army, and lays fiege to Olmutz. 
— Mareſchal Daum alſo enters Moravia, intercepts 
the Pruſſian . and obliges od king to raiſe 
the ſiege. 1 16 5 
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Frederick retires out of Moravia, marches into Bobe- 
mia, and makes himſelf maſter of Koning ſgratz.— 
The Ruſſians enter the Pruſſian dominions, and 
commit great ravages there.—Siege of Cuſtrin. 
The king of Pruſſia ſets out from Bohemia, to oppoſe 
the progreſs of the. Rufſians,—Battle of Zorndorff. 
179. 
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The ing of Pruſſia, having defeated the Ruffians at 
''  Zorndorff, marches into Luſatia.—Fle is ſurprized 
by count Daun at Hochkirchen.—Death of mareſchal 
Keitb.—F rederick encamps at Dobreſchatz, and 
' afterwards marches into Sileſia, and raiſes the fiege 
e Neiſs, and that of Cafel. — Mareſchal Daun be- 
feges Dre/den, and part of the ſuburbs deftroyed by 

" the Pruffian governor. —The king marches into 
Saxony, and raiſes the ſiege of Dreſden. — Military 
operations of the Swedes. —Rigorous treatment of - 
the inhabitants of Leipfic,— Military operations in 
the eleflorate of Hanover, and in Weſtphalia, 
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Frederick ſends a body of troops into Poland, and de- 
firoys the magazines of the Ruſſians in that country. 
—The magazines of the Auſtrians, in . Bohemia, 
alſo deftroyed by prince Henry of Prufſia.—Mani- 
feſtoes publiſhed by" count Dobna, on his entering 
Poland, at the head of a Pruffian army.— Battle 
of Zulichau.— Battle of Kuner/dorff. — General 
Finct ſurrounded, and taken priſoner, with near 
fifteen thouſand Prufſiens under his command, at 
Maxen,— Military operations of prince Ferdinand 
4 Br ys wick, Declaration of their Britannick and 
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Pruſſian majeſties to the ſeveral belligerent power s.—= 
 Frederick's declaration relative to the removal of. 
bis priſoners to Spandau. Page 227. 
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Frederick encamps his army between the Elbe and the 
Multa.—His letter to king Staniſlaus. —Declara- 
tions relative to peace made by the courts of Vienna, 
Pererſburgb, and Verſailles. —General Fouquet, with 
a large body of Pruſſians, defeated and taken by 

general Laudobn, at Landſbui.— Bombardment of © 
Dreſden by the king of Pruſſia. Memorial publiſhed 
on that occaſion by the king of Poland. Bombard- 
ment of Breflaw by general Laudobn. 258. 
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Frederick marches into Sileſia. — Battle of Lignitz.- 
Letter from the king to the marguis D' Argens. 
He forms a junction with his brother prince Henry, / 
and raiſes the fiege of Schweidnitz. —The Ruſſians 
and Auſtrians enter the Marche of Brandenburgh, 
and make themſelves maſters of Berlin.— After 4 


ſhort ſtay, the Ruſſians retire mio Poland, and the - J 


Auſtrians into Saxony. Progr of the Imperialiſts 
and Auſtrians in Saxony.—Battle of Torgau. Tbe 
king's correſpondence with the counteſs de Camas. 
He puts his troops into winter-quarters, 275. 
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Frederick takes poſſeſſion of a ſtrong camp in Upper 
 Sileſia.—Sends @ body of troops into Poland, who 
deſtroy the magazines of the Ruſſians.— General 

TLaudobn takes Schweidnitz by à coup de main, 
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combined army of Imperialiſts and Auſtrians, in 
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berg.—Incurfions made by the Pruſſian troops into 
Bobemia and Franconia, and heavy contributions 

- devied on the inhabitants. Peace of Hubert/bourg. 
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Frederick returns to Berlin, after an abſence of more 
than fix years. — Donations to his ſubjefts, who had 

. ' ſuffered during the war.—Vifits his dominions in 
Pomerania, Lower Saxony, and Weſtpbalia.—Re- 
Builds the towns and villages deſtroyed during the 
war, and encourages agriculture, manufatures, 

and commerce.—Receives an ambaſſador from Mu/- 
tapha III. emperor of the Turks.—Releaſe of baron 
Trenck from his confinement at Magdeburg. 327. 
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Frederick's letter to Staniſlaus Poniatowſki, on bis 
elevation to the throne of Polantl.—He viſits the 
duchy of Sileſia, and makes ſundry new regulations 
in different parts of his dominions=—=Eftabliſhes 
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C HAP. xvn. 


The king of Pruſſia demands an Abe of the 
empreſs-queen, relative to the defign of her military 
preparations.—[s diſſatisfied with ber anfever, and 
reſolves on the immediate commencement of hoſtilities. 
Publiſhes a declaration of his motrves for p 
the court of Vienna.—Demands a paſſage for bis 
troops through the electorate of Saxony. Enters the 
clectorate with a large army, and publiſhes 4 

 manifeſto.—The king of Poland retires from Dre/- 
den, and repairs to Wwe 


JN the laſt cage of the preceding volume, 1 

have given an account of the formidable con- 
federacy that was entered into againſt the king of 
Pruſſia, in caſe of his giving riſe to a new war; 
and it ſoon appeared, that the court of Vienna, 
having ſtrengthened itſelſ by its alliances with Ruſ- 
Vor, II. B fla 
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Cuar. fia and with France, and reckoning alſo upon the 


E aſſiſtance of the elector of Saxony, was far from 
— being unwilling that a new war ſhould commence. 


To this the empreſs-queen, and her miniſters, 
were the more inclined, from the hope of thereby | 
regaining poſſeſſion of Sileſia, and even of making 
farther conqueſts upon the Pruſſian monarch, if 
their arms, and thoſe of their allies, ſhould proye 
victorious: As to Frederick, he was always pre- 
pared for war, and was not eaſily to be intimidated 
by the number or the power of his enemies. He 
was atfo-wellt known to be eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by the vigour of his reſolutions, the deciſion of his 
conduct, and the rapidity of his motions, 
Sxxar military preparations had now been * 
both by the empreſs: queen, and by the king of 
Pruſſia; and in the month of July, 17 56, M. 
| Klingraafe, the. Pruſſian miniſter at Vienna, ac- 
quainted count Kaunitz, that he had received an 
expreſs from the king his maſter, which brought 
him ſome diſpatches. The contents of theſe diſ- 
patches, he faid, he was to lay before the empreſs- 
queen in perſon; and he was enjoined for that pur- 
poſe to demand of her imperial majeſty a private 
audience, which he deſired the count would 


pleaſed to procure for him. To this the cou 


aſſenttd; but at the ſame time informed the Pruf- 
ſian mminiſter, that it was proper he ſhould be en- 


abled, at leaſt in general terms, to give the ein- 
* notice of the nature of the communi- 
8 L cCations, 
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cations, which he had orders to make to her ma- Car- 


jeſty. M. Klingraafe thereupon told him, that he 


XVII. 
A. D. 


was charged to demand amicably, and by way of . 1756. 


eclairciſſement, nde une of ds b al, 
what was the intention of the armaments, and war- 
like preparations, making in the dominions of the 
empreſs-queen, and whether they might not, per- 
haps, concern him; which, however, he could 
not imagine, as he was conſcious that he had not 


given the leaſt occaſion for them. Count Kaunitz 


replied, that he could not then make an anſwer to 
what was faid on the part of his Pruſſian majeſty; 
but he would immediately make a report of it to 
ence he defired. In the mean time, he could not, 
however, he ſaid, forbear telling him, that he was 
much ſurprized at the explanation which the king 
his maſter demanded, concerning the meaſures 
taken in the empreſs's dominions, when her im- 
perial majeſty had expreſſed no uneaſineſs, or um- 
brage, at the great motions and preparations which 
had been previouſly made in the Pruſſian army. 
On the 26th of July, M. Klingraafe obtained 
an audience of the empreſs-queen, and communi- 


cated to her majefty the inſtructions he had received 


from his maſter. Bur the audience was extremely 


' ſhort, agreeably to the advice which had been 


given to the empreſs by her miniſters. She only 


Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony expoſed, . 


publiſhed in the Memoirs of Frederick UI, P. 220. | 


B 2 replied, 


3 
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g. replied, « That in the violent and general criſis 
© which Europe was then in, her duty, and the 
ce dignity of her crown required her, to take ſuf- 
« ficient meaſures for her own ſecurity, and to 

« make armaments, as well for her own defence, 
& as for the ſafety of her friends and allies; but. 
« that theſe armaments did not tend to the pre- 
« judice of any body.” Maria Thereſa then ſud- 
denly broke off the audience with a nod, without 
entering into any farther detail *. 


As this general and laconic anſwer of the em: 
preſs was not ſatisfactory to the king of Pruſſia, he 
Toon after ſent freſh orders to his miniſter, to re- 
. "preſent, by a memorial, that after the king had 


diſſembled, as long as he thought conſiſtent with 
his ſafety and honour, the bad deſigns which were 
imputed to the empreſs would no longer ſuffer him, 


to diſguiſe his ſentiments. He now, therefore, 
thought it neceſſary to inform her, that he was 


acquainted with the offenſive projects which had 


been formed between the courts of Vienna and 
Peterſburgh. He knew, that they had engaged to 


attack him ſuddenly, with an army of two hun- 
dred thouſand men: a deſign which would have 


been executed in the ſpring of the year, had. not 
the Ruſſian army wanted recruits, their fleet mari- 
ners, and Livonia a fufficient quantity. of corn for 


their ſupport. His Pruſſian majeſty conſtituted 


Conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Saxony-expoſed, 
publiſhed in the Memoirs of Frederick III. p. 160, 221. 
8855 1 the 
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the empreſs, he ſaid, arbiter of peace or war. If Cur 
ſhe defired the former, he required a clear and 3 — 
ſormal declaration, or poſitive aſſurance, that he 7 
had no intention to attack him, either this year or 
the next. But, it was added, he ſhould conſider 
an ambiguous anſwer as a declaration of war; and 
he called heaven to witneſs, that the empreſs alone 
would be guilty of the innocent blood that ſhould 
be ſpilt, and of all the diſmal conſequences that 
would attend the commiſſion of hoſtilities . | 

Ax anſwer was returned on the part of the em- 
preſs-queen, it which it was ſtated, That his ma- 
jeſty the king of Pruſſia had already been employ- 
ed, for ſome time, in all kinds of the moſt conſi- 
derable preparations of war, and the moſt diſquiet- 
ing with regard to the public tranquility, when he 
thought fit to demand explanations of her majeſty, 
concerning the military diſpoſitions that were max- 
| ing in her dominions; diſpoſitions on which ſhe 
| had not reſolved, till after the preparations of his 
| Pruſſian majeſty had been made. Her majeſty, it 
| was ſaid, might have declined explaining herſelf 
on thoſe ſubjects, as they required no explanation; 
| but ſhe had been pleaſed to declare, with her own, © 
mouth, to M. Klingraafe, that the critical ſtate of 
public affairs rendered the meaſures ſhe was taking 
abſolutely neceſſary for her own ſafety, and that of 
| ker allies ; but that, in other reſpects, they rended 
3 Smollett's Hiſt, of Sagrend, from the Revolution, vol. 
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N to the prejudice of no perſon whatſoever. Her 


* D. imperial majeſty had undoubtedly a right to form 
. what judgment ſhe pleaſed on the circumſtances of 
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the times; and it belonged to none. but herſelf to 
eſtimate her own danger. Her declaration, | ſhe 
ſaid, was ſo clear, that ſhe never imagined it would 
be thought otherwiſe. Her imperial majeſty com- 


| Plained of the offenſive language which was made 
uſe of in M. Klingraafe's memorial, and which ſhe 


conſidered as inconſiſtent with that decorum, which 
ſovereigns owe to each other. She afterwards 
declared, that the information communicated to 
his Pruſſian majeſty of an Meuſive alliance againſt 
him, ſubſiſting between herſelf and the empreſs of 
Ruſſia, together with the circumſtances and pre- 
tended ſtipulations of that alliance, were abſolutely 
falſe and forged, for no ſuch. treaty did exiſt, or 
ever had exiſted. After receiving this anſwer, the 


king of Pruſſia once more declared, by his miniſter 


at Vienna, that if the empreſs- queen would ſign a 
poſitive aſſurance, that ſhe would not attack him 
either that year, or the following, he would direct- 
ly withdraw his troops, and let things: be reſtored 
to their former footing. But the empreſs declined 
figning any ſuch declaration, alleging, that ſuch 
an aſſurance could not be more binding, than the 
ſolemn treaty by which his Pruſſian majeſty. was 
already ſecured; a treaty, which, her imperial 
majeſty ſaid, ſhe had no intention to violate 4. 

4 Smollett's Hiſt, of * from the Revolution, vol, 
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FxeperiIck now formed the reſalution of im- 
mediately commencing hoſtilities; and thereby in- 


volved himſelf in a long and moſt hazardous war, 
in the courſe of which he acquired a high degree 


of military fame, but which occaſioned. a great 
effuſion of human blood, and was productive af 


much calamity to the Pruſſian dominions, as well 
as to the neighbouring countries. Even count 


Hertzberg himſelf ſeems not quite fatisfied with 


the precipitation, with which the king engaged in 
this war. Speaking of the, deſigns which were 
ſuppoſed to be formed againſt Frederick, in con- 
ſequence of the eyentual treaty of partition, he 
ſays, It is manifeſt, that ſuch deſigns exiſted, 
© but as they were only conditional, and depended 
© on the event of the king of Pruſſia giving riſe to a 


war, it muſt always remain problematical, whe- 


© ther theſe projects would ever have been put in 
execution, and whether it would have been moſt 

dangerous to wait the event, or to anticipate it. 
However that be, the curioſity of the king, and 
© the inconſiderable circumſtance of treachery in a 


Saxon clerk, were the certain cauſe of that dread- 


ful war of ſeven years, which immortalized Frede- 
* rick. and the Pruſſian nation, but which alſo. al- 

© maſt overwhelmed it, and brought it tothe brink 
4 of deſtruction b. 5. | 
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137 rg n view of juſtifying his conduct, in tak - 
A. B. ing up arms, to the other powers of Europe, 
' 1756. Frederick publiſhed, at Berlin, „A Declaration 
ce of the motives which have obliged his majeſty, 
the king of Pruſſia, to prevent the deſigns of the 
« court of Vienna.” In this piece, his Pruſſian . 
majeſty endeavoured to ſhew, that though he was 
the firſt who took up arms, yet he was not the 
aggreſſor ; he ſtated the haughty behaviour of the 
empreſs-queen, and her refuſal to give any ſatiſ- 
factory anſwer to the requiſitions which he had 
made to her by his miniſter, M. Klingraafe ; and 
he repreſented the court of Vienna as having form- 
ed the moſt pernicious deſigns againſt the liberties 
of the Germanic body in genera), as well as againſt 
himſelf. His declaration concluded with the fol- 
' lowing paſſage: * Since the court of Vienna will 
© break through treaties guarantied by all the powers | 
* © of Europe; ſince their ambition wantonly over- 
< turns the moſt ſacred bars to the avarice of man- 
* kind; and fince they want to open to themſelves a 
© way to deſpotiſm over the German empire; and 
their vaſt deſigns aim at nothing leſs than to over- 
throw that republic of princes, which it is the 
duty of emperors to ſupport ; the king has re- 
© ſolved generouſly to oppoſe the enemies of his 
country, and to prevent the fatal conſequences of 
© this wicked project. His majeſty. declares, that 
* the liberties of the Germanic body ſhall nat be 
buried but in the ſame grave with Pruſſia. He 
* calls 
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« poſe, employed the moſt proper means to pre- 
« ſerve his own dominions, and all Germany, from 


c the calamities of war, with which they were 


© threatened, he is forced to take up arms, to 
« diflipate a conſpiracy formed againſt his poſſeſ- 
© fions and his crown, after having tried every 
© method of reconciliation, even ſo far as to leave 
the empreſs arbiter of peace or war. If his ma- 
« jeſty departs from his uſual moderation, it is only 
© becauſe it ceaſes to be a virtue, when hishonour, 


© his TRI his Country," Uh his crown, 


© are at ſtake *” 
Bur before the publication An e 
Pruſſian miniſter at Dreſden had demanded a pri- 


vate audience of the king of Poland, elector of. 


Saxony, and expreſſed himſelf to the following 
purpoſe: That his royal maſter, the king of Pruſſia, 
finding himſelf obliged by the empreſs- queen to at- 
tack her, and to march into Bohemia through the ter- 
ritories of Saxony, he accordingly, in the name of 
the king his maſter, demanded a paſſage for his troops 
through the electoral dominions of his Poliſh ma- 
jeſty, promiſing that they ſhould obſerve the ſtrict- 


9 
* calls heaven to witneſs, that having, to no pur- Cnar. 


XVII. 
A. D. 


1756. 


eſt diſcipline, and take all the care of the country, 


that the circumſtances would permit; and that his 
Poliſh majeſty, and his royal family, might at the 
fame time depend upon being in perfect ſafety, and 


of having the greateſt reſpect paid them on the 


London Magazine, vol. XXV. p. 483. 
part 


w TAKE ens ann 
= part of his Pruſſian majeſty. But it was added by 
_—_— the Pruſſian miniſter, that there could be no room 
2756. for ſurpriae, that the king of Pruſſia ſhould take 

ſuch meaſures, as might prevent a return of what 
happened in the year 1744 and that the neceſſity, 
which the king his maſter was under of acting in 
this manner, could only be jmputed to the calamity 
of the times, and to the behaviour of the court of 
Vienna. His Poliſn majeſty replied, That as he 
© was at peace with all the world, and under no 
© engagement, relative to the preſent object, with 
© any of the powers actually at war, or with any of 
* thoſe about to enter into it, he did not expect 
« fuch a requiſition, and eſpecially in the form in 
© which, it had been made to him; but that he 
< ſhould give an anſwer upon this ſubject in writing, 
and hoped; that his Pruſſian majeſty, contenting 
© himſelf with a quiet paſſage, would neither forget 
© the reſpect due to a ſovereign, nor that which all 
© the members of the Germanic bady We 
© owed to each other “. 
His Poliſh, majeſty ſoon. after ardered. a written 
anſwer to be delivered to the Pruſſian miniſter, in 
which it was obſerved, That his majeſty the king 
* of Poland, deſiring nothing more ardently than 
© the peace of the Roman empire, was extremely 
concerned to hear of the differences between the 
© houſes of Auſtria and Brandenburgh, ſo as to o- 


>: nnen of the War, vol, II. p. 67, 68. 
| | | caſion 
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© calion the march of the Pruſſian troops into Cnar. 
„Bohemia; but that he did not refuſe the requiſi- K. I 
tion of a paſſage for theſe troops through his do- 1756. 


© minions, provided they did no damage in their 
march; and that the Pruſſian troops ſhould ob- 


© ſerve a ſtrict diſcipline, according to the declara- 
tion of his Pruſſian majeſty.” It was farther added, 
© That the king of Poland expected that his Pruſ- 


© ſian majeſty ſhould previouſly make known at 
* what. time, through what place, and in what 
© numbers, his troops were to pals, in order that 


the king of Poland might appoint commiſſaries, 
and give them inſtructions how to direct the troops 


ein their march. He hoped, that his Pruffian 
* majeſty, as a friend and good neighbour, would 


pay a regard to the bad ſtate of the country, and 
* the ſcarcity occaſioned by the indifferent harveſt 
© that year; that he would cauſe ready money, and 


© a market-price, to be paid for every thing chat 
"grants win HE CO CRONIN 


their ſtay be as ſhort-as poſlible *.” 
Dor cho regulatidns e ee; 
the king of Poland, previoully to the marching of 


the Pruſſian troops through his dominions, were 


not ſuitable to the views and deſigns of the king of 
Pruſſia. Before any formalities of this kind could 
take place, the Pruffian troops had already entered 


the electorate of Saxony. The Pruſſian army con- 


1 Entick's s General Hk. of the War, P. 6g, 76. 


2 ſiſted 
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ME MOIRS OF 
Cn. ſiſted of near ſeventy battalions, and eighty ſqua- 
XVIE drons, and being divided into three different corps, 
1756. entered the electorate on the 29th of Auguſt. The 
S right wing compoſed one of | theſe corps, and 

marched, under the command of prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwick, from the duchy of Magdebourg, 


by Hall, Leipſic, Freyberg, and thence towards 
Dreſden, the place intended for the rendezvous of 
the army. The center, commanded by the king 
in perſon, compoſed the ſecond corps, and march- 
ed on the left of the Elbe, by Wittenberg, Torgau, 


Meiſſen, and thence by Keſſeldorff to Dreſden.” 


The left wing formed the third corps, and was 
commanded by the duke of Bevern, who marched” 
from the | neighbourhood of Franckfort on the 
Oder, and encamped on the right of the Elbe, 
oppoſite to Pirna. The whole Pruſſian army aſ- 
ſembled in the neighbourhood- 10 Dreſden, on che 
fixth of September ?. 
Wurx the king of Pruſſia neben his army 
into Saxony, he publiſhed the following manifeſto; 
As the unjuſt conduct, which the court of Vienna 
© has hitherto obſerved towards his majeſty the 
* king of Pruſſia, and the dangerous views of that 
court againſt his majeſty's dominions, lay him 


9 Hiſtory of the late War in Germany, between the king of 


Pruſſia, and the empreſs of Germany, and her allies, &c. 


written by major-general Lloyd, who ſerved ſeveral campaigns 


in the Auſtrian army, and afterwards in that of prince Ferdi- 
-end of Brunſwick, vol. I, p. 1, 2. edit. 4to, 1766. 


© under 
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© under a neceſſity of taking proper meaſures for C#4e. 


protecting his territories and ſubjects againſt the 2 
© ſtorm with which they are threatened, by an 1756. 


© enemy who hath rejected with contempt all pro- 
© poſals of friendſhip; his Pruſſian majeſty, from a 
« juſt conſideration of the prejudice, which might 
* reſult from the intentions of the court of Vienna 
© towards him, could not forbear taking the diſ- 
* agreeable reſolution, to march his troops into the 
© hereditary dominions of his majeſty the king of 
Poland, elector of Saxony. 
His majeſty proteſts before God and man, that 
© on account of his perſonal eſteem and fri 
© for the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, he 
© would not have proceeded to this extremity, had 
© he not been forced to it by the laws of war, the 
© fatality of the preſent conjuncture, and the neceſ- 


* ſiry of providing for the defence and en 


his ſubjects. 

The events e er eee his 
© Pruſſian majeſty employed the power, which the 
© providence of God had put into his hands, to 
© hinder the court of Vienna from ſubjecting the 
Germanic empire to her yoke, and oppreſſing its 
© head, are ſtill freſh in memory. All the world 
knows the tenderneſs, which his majeſty ſhewed 
© towards the court of Saxony, during the campaign 
© of: that year; the bad conſequences which that 
© court felt from its engagements with his majeſty's 


enemies; its furniſhing troops to aſſiſt in invading / 


© his 


14 
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Caar. < his territories in Sileſia; and entering into the 


D. © ſcheme for attacking him in the center of his 


by © dominions, and even in his 
\ ons, capital. 


„The apprehenſion of being again expoſed to 


© fach enterprizes, has laid his Pruſſian majeſty 


under a neceſſity of being upon his guard, and of 
* taking, in his preſent ſituation, thoſe precautions 
< which prudence dictates. As to the reſt, as it is 
< againſt his inclination, that he ſees himſelf forced 


© to march his troops into the territories of Saxony, 


© he hath thought proper to declare, in the moſt 
« ſolemn manner, as well to his majeſty the king of 
© Poland, as toall Europe, that he was not induced 
© to take this ſtep by any hoſtile views againſt his 
© Poliſh majeſty, or againſt his dominions; affur. 
< ing them, with great ſincerity, that his troops 
© enter not Saxony as enemies, that he marches 
© them into it only for his-own ſafety, and that of 
© his dominions ; and that he hath given orders, 
© that they ſhall obſerve, agreeably to his royal in- 
<tentions, the beſt order, and the moſt exact 
© diſcipline, 
- © Aﬀerthe urgent motives that have conſtrained 
© his Pruſſian majeſty, againſt his will, to take this 
* ſtep, he deſires nothing more ardently, than the 
* happy minute that ſhall procure him the fatiſ- 


faction of reſtoring to his majeſty, the king of 


* Poland, his hereditary dominions, which the king 
ee een and W Wer but as a 
þ | DEPOSIT, 
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DEPOSIT, which is and ape hall be, ſacred to 2 


him.“ 
WHen the king of Poland found that his domi- 


A: D. 
1756. 


nions were likely to be invaded, he had ordered 


all the troops of his electorate to leave their quar- 
ters, and to aſſemble in a ſtrong camp, marked 
out for them between Pirna and Konigſtein, which 
was entrenched, and provided with à numerous 
train of artillery. On the approach of the Pruſ- 
ſians, the king of Poland himſelf repaired to this 
camp, with his two ſons, Xaverius and Charles ; 
leaving the queen, and the reſt of the royal family, 
at Dreſden. Of this capital the king of Pruſſia 
took poſſeſſion on the eighth of September, when 
he was viſited by lord Stormont, the Engliſh am- 
baſſador at that court, accompanied by count Sal- 
mour, à Saxon miniſter; who made a declaration, 
on the part of his maſter, that it was his Poliſh 
majeſty's intention, not to take any part in the 
differences that had ariſen between his Pruſſian 
majeſty and the empreſs- queen. The Saxon mi- 
niſter aſſured his Pruſſian majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, that this was the abſolute determination of 
his maſter, the king of Poland; and he hoped that 
fuch ſtrong aſſurances as theſe would ſatisfy the 
king of Pruſſia, and prevent his requiring any 
thing of his Poliſh majeſty, or his ſubjects, which 
was contrary to the liberty of a prince of the em- 
pire, or that ſhould oblige him to have Fecourſe'to 

London Mag. vol. XXV. p. 442, 443- 


the 


A. D. 


treaties of peace, for the due execution of thoſe 
6. 10 | | | 


diſpoſition to give real marks of his friendſhip for 
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Tux Britiſh and Saxon miniſters were received 
with great politeneſs by Frederick, who aſſured 
them, that he deſired nothing more than the 
neutrality propoſed by his Poliſh majeſty ; but 
that, in order to render that neutrality more ſecure 
and permanent, it would be proper for the king of 
Poland to ſeparate his army, and to ſend the troops 
that he had aſſembled at Pirna back into their 
quarters; and that, after he had given this proof 
of his upright intentions, he himſelf would take a 
pleaſure, by an equal condeſcenſion, to manifeſt a 


his Poliſh majeſty, and to concert, with him, 
what meaſures might be proper to bee ac- 
cording to the ſituation of affairs. 

To the-propofin of the king of. Profit of 
removing the Saxon troops from the camp at 
Pirna, the king of Poland would not conſent. He 
paturally thought, that another prince could have 
no right to dictate to him, where he ſhould ſtation 
his own troops in his own dominions. He, there- 
fore, reſolved to continue in his camp, which was 


very ſtrong, and which he appeared to conſider as 
umpregnable, 


1 Entick's « Hi. of the War;/v6l/IL.'p. 70 TH Smollett's 
Hiſt. of England, from the Reyolution, vol. IV. p. 12. 
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ConA Fo. JONES 
The king of Pruſſia ſeizes the revenues of the eleforate 
F Saxony.—-Cauſes the fecret cabinet at Dreſden, 
containing the archives of the elefforate, to be 
broken open, notwithſtanding the perſonal oppoſition 4 
of the queen of Poland. He attends divine ſervice 25 
at a Lutheran church in Dreſden.— The king of | 
Poland ſolicits the mediation and affiftance of the : | 
neutral powers of Europe, on the king of Pruffia's | | 
invaſion of his eleftorate, and taking poſſeſſion of its 
government and revenues.— Memorial preſented by 
bis Poliſh majeſty's refident' at ibe Hague 1 the 
States-general.—Declaration of the empreſs of Ruſia 
„ againſt the conduct of the king of Pruſſia.— Declara- | 
- tion of the king of France againſt bim.==Three in- | 
perial decrees iſſued againſt him. ie Publiſhes » | 
elaborate memorial, in vindication of Bye. 


VI HATEVER plauſible amen mit — 
be made by Frederick, on his entrance A. B. 

into Saxony, it was ſoon manifeſt to che king of 1756: 

Poland, and to the inhabitants of his electorate, : | 
8 chat they had little to expect either from the 

moderation, the equity, or the humanity of the 

Pruſſian monarch. When the Pruſſians arrived tt 

Leipſic, an order was immediately iſſued to che 

inhabitants of that city, by the Pruſſian general, 

to provide the troops with proviſions at 8 loſing 

Vor. JI. C Price, 
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price, on pain of military execution. This was 
immediately followed, in the evening of the ſame 


1756. day, by an order for the payment of all taxes and 
4 


cuſtoms to the king of Pruſſia, [a], whole officers 
had taken poſſeſſion of the, cuſtom: houſe and ex- 
ciſe-· office. The merchants of Leipſic were. alſo 
obliged to open their magazines of corn and meal 
for the uſe of the Pruſſian army.”... . * 

.. On his arrival at Dreſden, the king of Prulla 
was lodged at the houſe of the counteſs Moczinſka 
and he fent one of his officers, to wait upon the 
queen of Poland, with the firongeſt aſſurances, 


that ſhe and her family ſhould. be created with the 


utmoſt . reſpect and regard. Sentinels, however, 
were poſted within the palace in which the queen 
and royal family reſided; as alſo at the door of the 
ſecret cabinet, where the papers relating to foreign 
tranſactions were depoſited. The queen entreated 
the Pruſſian monarch to remove the ſentinels which 
he had poſted within the palace, and contiguous 
ne agreeably to the afſurances that he had 


- [4] Voltaire, ſprain of Us riſe of the war of 1756, Fg 


— *hat the king of Pruſſia united himſelf with the houſe of 


Hanover, imagining he could keep the Ruſſians out of Pruſſia 


_ Gvith one hand, and the French our of Germany with the 


other, He was miſtaken in both theſe iĩmaginings; but there 
ag a third in which he was not miſtaken. This was, to in- 

vade Saxony under the pretence of friendſhip, and to make 
War upon the einpreſs-queen of Hungary, with the money of 
« which he ſhould rob the Saxons.” Memoires, p- 1438. 
1 Eutick 's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. Need e 
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given, that all due reſpect ſhould be obſerved to- 


wards the royal family. But Frederick was ſo far 


from complying with her requeſt, that he ordered 


Char. 


XVIi. 


A. D. 
1756. 


the guards to be doubled, and ſent an officer to 


demand of her majeſty the keys of the ſecret cabi- 
net. The queen obtained this officer's conſent, 
that the doors ſhould be ſealed up; but he after- 
wards returned with orders to break them open. 
Her majeſty then placed herſelf before the door, 
and faid, that ſhe truſted ſo much to the promiſe 
of the king of Pruſſia, that ſhe could not believe 
he had given ſuch orders. The officer affirmed, 
that his orders were poſitive, and that he durſt not 
diſobey them]; but ſhe continued in the fame place, 
declaring, that if violence was to be uſed, he muſt 
begin with her. The officer returning to acquaint 
the king with what had paſſed, her majeſty con- 
jured the mĩniſters of Pruſſia and England to re- 


mind the Pruſian monarch of his promiſe. But 


her repreſentations. had no effect. The officer re- 


turned with freſh orders to uſe force, whatever op- 


poſition her Poliſh majeſty might make againſt ir 
in perſon (*] The queen was at length com- 


pelled 


[Us!] The king of Pruſſia has been applauded for his politeneis . 


to the queen of Poland; and it has been mentioned as an in- 
ſtance of it, that when he was maſter of the palace and capital 
of the elector of Saxony, he was ſo far from exerciſing the 


rights of a.conqueror there, that he modeſtly beſought permiſſion - 


of her Poliſh majeſty to place his chair oppoſite to a painting of 


Corregio, in order to admire its beauties, But whatever polite- 
C3 | nels 
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Cnar. pelled to withdraw : the doors were forced, the 
A. P. Cheſts broken open, and the papers ſeized vu. The 


pb apers 
— papers 


neſs Frederick might manifeſt towards the queen of Poland, in 
matters of little importance, his conduct in other reſpects ta- 
wards this princeſs, her huſband, and the electorate of Saxony, 
is ſuppoſed to have ſhortened her days. Voltaire ſays, * Frede- 
« rick entered Dreſden as maſter, under the name of protector. 
He demanded the keys of the archives from the queen of Po- 
land, daughter of the emperor Joſeph, who had been unwill. 
© ing to quit the place; and on her refuſing to give them up, 
« took proper meaſures to force open the doors, The queen 
© placed herſelf between them, flattering herſelf, that they would 
* teſpe& her perſon and reſolution ; but they ſhewed no reſpect 
© to either, and that depoſitary of the ſtate was opened before her 
© eyes. It was of great conſequence to the king of Pruſſia, to. 
© find the proofs of the deſigns of Saxony againſt him. In fact, 
he found TESTIMONIES OF THE"DREAD WHICH HE HAD 
* OCCASIONED.” Speaking afterwards of his Poliſh majeſty 
8 quitting his electoral dominions, and retiring into Poland, 
NF Voltaire ſays, The queen of Poland, who did not follow her 
| © huſband, but remained in Dreſden, died ſoon after of grief. 
« All Europe pitied that unfortunate family; but, in the courſe 
J 1 of thoſe public calamities, millions of families experienced 
© hardſhips not leſs great, though more obſcure. Upon the 
"i « magiſtrates of Leipfic remonſtrating agaiaſt the contributions 
If * impoſed on them by the conqueror, which they ſaid they could 
| not pay, they were ſent to priſon, and then paid them.“ 
Age of Lewis XV. ch. 32. 
Dr. Smollett ſays, * The invaſion of Saxony had well nigh 
* produced tragedies in the royal family of France. The 
* dauphineſs, who was far advanced in her pregnancy, no 
« ſooner learned the diſtreſsful circumſtances of her parents, the 
bing and queen of Poland, than ihe was ſeized with violent 
+5 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 13, 14+ | 
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he ſent an officer to acquaint the Saxon miniſters 


of ſtate, and the members of their council, that the 


king of Pruſſia would have no occaſion for their 
ſervices, but would appoint proper perſons to fill 
their places, and to diſcharge the duties of their 
offices. Baron Wyllech was appointed the Pruſſian 
governor of Dreſden; and he made ptiſoners of all 
the Saxon officers found in that city, and obliged 
them to ſwear. not to ſerve againſt the king his 
maſter, before they could be releaſed.  He-alfo 
tranſported down the Elbe, to Magdebourg, all 
the artillery, arms, and other military ſtores, which 


had been laid up in the arſenals and magazines of 


Dreſden. Frederick likewiſe ordered the fortifica- 
tions of Wirtemberg to be blown up, and Torgau 
to be fortified, at which place he eſtabliſhed the 
ſeat of the Saxon government, under a Pruſſian 
adminiſtration 5, - The magazines at Dreſden were 
now filled with an immenſe quantity of proviſion 
and forage for the Pruſſian army ; and the bakers 
were ordered to prepare a vaſt quantity of bread, 
for which purpoſe thirty new ovens were erected . 

Taz king of Poland, on being thus deprived of 
all authority in his electoral dominions, implored, 
by his miniſters, the aſſiſtance and mediation of 


the different neutral powers of Europe. In parti- 


cular, his reſident at the Hague, M. Kauderbach, 

preſented a memorial to the States-general, dated 
15 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. 76, 77. 
cSmollett's Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, p. 13. 
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Sept. 29, 1756, in which are the following paſ- 
ſages: © The invaſion of the electorate of Saxony, 
© by the Pruſſian troops, is one of thoſe attacks 
© againſt the law of nations, which, from the great 


reſpect due to it, demands the aſſiſtance of every 
© power intereſted in its own liberty and mdepen- 


« dency. The king, my auguſt maſter, has ſeen 
© his hereditary dominions invaded'in a time of the 
* profoundeſt peace; although his majeſty avoided, 
< with the greateſt care, every meaſure that could 


- © poſfibly give the leaſt umbrage to his neigh- 


bours. A ſtate free, tranquil, and neuter, has 
© been invaded by an enemy who diſguiſes himſelf 
© under the maſk of friendſhip, who, without alleg- 
© ing the leaſt complaint, or any pretenſion what- 
© ſoever, but founding himſelf ſolely upon his con- 
veniency, makes himſelf maſter, by armed force, 
© of all the towns, and even of the capital; dif- 
* mantles places, ſuch as Wirtemberg, and fortifies 
© others, ſuch as Torgau. — The burghers are 


© difarmed, and the magiſtrates carried off, to ſerve 


© as hoſtages for the unjuſt and enormous contri- 
* butions of proviſions and forage. The public 
coffers are ſeized, the revenues of the electorate 


. confiſcated, the arſenals of Dreſden, of Leipſic, 


of Weiſſenfels, and of Zeitz, have been broken 
open, and the artillery and the arms plundered, 
and tranſported to Magdeburgh 7, _ 


17 Saxon Memorial preſented at the Hague, Prey in * 
Memcirs of Frederick III. p. 167, 168. 
Tuns 
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papers of which the king of Pruſſia thus obtained 
poſſeſſion, were the originals of thoſe negociations 
between the courts of Dreſden, Vienna, and Pe- 
terſburgh, of which he had before procured copies, 
in conſequence of the treachery of a Saxon ſecre- 
tary, as I have already mentioned in a Pry 
chapter. 

Some time after Frederick's arrival at Drefilenj 
though he was not very fond of attending ſermons, 
he yet felt a curioſity to hear the ſuperintendant of 
the Lutherans in that city, whoſe eloquence as a 
preacher he had heard highly extolled. Accord- 
ingly he went to the church, where the ſuperinten- 
dant was expected to preach, accompanied by the 
prince of Pruſſia, the princes Henry and Ferdinand, 
mareſchal Keith, and ſeveral other general officers. 
The ſuperintendant, though he knew nothing of 
the king's coming, adapted his diſcourſe to the 
occaſion; but, without entering into any ſuch poli- 
tical ſtatements as might give offence to the Pruſ- 
ſian monarch, he conſidered the invaſion of Saxony; 
and its preſent fituation, as the conſequence. of the 
decrees -'of the Almighty, who, when he ſtretches 
out his hand over the nations, brings about the 


fits, which occaſioned a miſcarriage, and brought her life into 


the moſt imminent danger. The Pruſſian miniſter was im- 
* mediately ordered to quit Verſailles; and directions were diſ- 


* patched to the French miniſter at Berlin, to retire from that 


court without taking leave.“ | Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, 
N R's. 
EI moſt 
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Wu. moſt unforeſeen events. But he Nightly touched 
A. P. upon the ſingular circumſtance of two monarchs, 
* * , at peace with each other, one of whom entered the 
territories of the other, who was thereby compelled 

to leave the capital of his dominions. He beſought 


the Almighty, with the utmoſt fervour, to put an 


end to the misfortunes of Saxony, by inclining the 
. hearts of the two princes to a perfect re- union, that 
1 mutual peace and confidence might reign between 
3 j their reſpective ſubjects. Then addreſſing himſelf 
| | to the king of Pruſſia, he recommended Saxony to 
| his royal clemency and goodneſs. He conjured 
i } him to take compaſſion upon its deplorable ſtate, 
t i by all thoſe extraordinary talents, with which heaven 
IM had fo liberally endowed him; and which were 
bl | given, he ſaid, to the few who poſſeſſed them, 
7 with no other intent, than to be employed in the 
4 li promotion of the happineſs of their fellow creatures. 
3 | | The ſuperintendant's fermon 1s ſaid to have been ſo 
F "a ; . pathetic, as to draw tears from a great part of the 
4 i audience. Frederick himſelf, if he was not af- 
3 i fected, was at leaſt willing to put a good face upon 
1 the matter: for, when the ſervice was over, he 
El ſent for the preacher, and ſaid to him, * Sir, your 
1 « diſcourſe equally pleaſed and edified me; and! 
1 if * wiſh that your prayers may be heard “.“ | 


IT ſoon appeared, that his Pruſſian majeſty was 
determined to eaſe the king of Poland of all trouble, 
in the government of his electoral dominions. For 


Gent. Mag, rol, XXVI. p. 590. 
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ic forces ſhould be ſo weakened, or divided, that Quan. 
« they might then pull off the maſk with im- 4. P. 
« punity '*.” It was added, that & the great pre- 176. 


cc parations of the court of Vienna, Joined to other 
« appearances, which betrayed the approaching 
« execution of, that court's vaſt deſigns, having 
c obliged his Pruſſian majeſty to prevent them; ke 
« was well informed, that the court of Saxony in- 
« tended to let his troops freely paſs, and after- 
« wards to wait events, in order to avail themſelves 
« of them, either by joining his enemies, or by 
« making a diverſion in his dominions .“ 
| In another memorial publiſhed by the king of 
Pruſſia, in vindication of his conduct reſpecting 
Saxony, is the following paſſage: © The king of 
© Pruſſia is ſenſibly touched with the ſituation of 
« the king of Poland; but that prince can blame 
© for it only that miniſter, whoſe. counſels: he fol- 
© lows [Do], and who is not leſs an enemy to Saxony 
© than, to the king. It depended ſolely upon his 
© Poliſh majeſty to have retired, at the beginning 
© of theſe troubles, into his kingdom, and to have 
aſſiſted at the diet that was to have aſſembled at 
< Warſaw, The king of Pruſſia was defirous of it, 
6 and had furniſhed all the neceſſary CONVENIENCES 


'" Memoirs of Frederick IH Wa P- 170 
did. R wht aug 


L] The minifer here meant was count Bans. 
© for 
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Cnar. * for that purpoſe [z]; and it is not his fault, if 
yy that prince, till following thoſe counſels he ought 
1756. © Jong ago to have ſuſpected, reſolved to remain in 
© Saxony, to put himſelf at the head of his troops, 
© and fuffer himſelf to be ſhut up in his camp. All 
that the king could do, in theſe circumſtances, 
© was to treat the king of Poland with that regard 
* which is due to ſovereigns. This has been done, 
and ſhall be invariably continued for the future.'— — 
The king of Poland may conſtantly expect from 
the king all the attention and reſpect compatible | 
* with the circumſtances. The neceſſary proviſions 
© and refreſhments for his table are daily ſent 1 to 
him. Nor have any difficulties ever been made 
© to remit as much money to the queen, as ſhe 
« deſired. Public ſecurity reigns throughout the 
« country. The Pruſſian troops in it obſerve the 
© moſt” exact diſcipline ; no complaint is made of 
© plunder or of violence; and trade is carried on 
« with as much ſecurity as in the very midſt of 
© peace. If they are obliged to furniſh. proviſions 
© and forage to the king's army, it is a neceſſary 
© conſequence of his majeſty's preſent circum- 
* ſtances; yet nothing has been done, even in this 


Le] All that the king of Pruſſia required of his Poliſh ma- 
jeſty was that he ſhould leave his electoral dominions, and his 
army, to the care and management of his Pruſſian majeſty, till 
he ſhould think proper to relinquiſh them, and retire himſelf 
into Poland; but this modeſt requiſition the kin of Poland was | 
not — reaſonable _ to re wow. 75 


a - g Cc reſpect, 
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Tuts memorial alſo ſtated, in very ſtrong terms, Cnar. 


XVII. 


the perſonal indignity with which the queen of Po- 1 5. 
land had been treated. It vas from the ſacred 1756. 


© hands of that auguſt princeſs,” it was ſaid, © that — 


_ © the archives of the ſtate were forced away, by 


© menaces and violence, notwithſtanding the ſecurity. 


« which her majeſty might promiſe herſelf under the 
protection of all laws, human and. divine, and 
notwithſtanding the reiterated aſſurances given to 


© her, in the name of the king of Pruſſia, that not 


« only her perſon and reſidence ſhould be abſolutely 
« ſafe, but that even the Pruſſian garriſon ſhould be 
under her orders.'— This princeſs has ſeen the 
activity of the privy-council aboliſhed, and, in- 
< ſtead of the lawful government, an arbitrary 
directory ſubſtituted, which acknowledges no 
other law but its own; will.“ Such have been 
« the firſt exploits of a prince, who declares that he 
© undertakes the war ſolely to defend the liberty of 
the Germanic body, and to protect the Proteſtant 
«© religion, to which he gives a ſtroke the more 
© dreadful, as he begins with cruſhing that very 
* ſtate to which that religion owes its eſtabliſhment, 
and the preſervation of its moſt valuable rights; 
when, at the ſame time, he breaks through the 
© moſt reſpectable laws, which conſtitute the union 
© of the Germanic body, under the pretext of a 
defence, of which the, empire at preſent ſtands in 
no need, except againſt himſelf. A ſolemn treaty: 
© of neutrality, which his majeſty offered, nay, 

4 every 
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© every ſecurity, that was compatible with his ſove- 
© reignty, were not ſufficient to ſtop the projects 
© formed to invade and cruſh Saxony. The king, 
© retired within his camp, could have no occaſion 
for any other argument but his own honour, and 
the affection of his people, for inducing him to 
© reject (as, indeed, they deſerved) the unprece- 
* dented propoſals which. had been made to him, 
Jo yield up the command of bis army, and the povern- 
© ment of bis dominions, to the king of Pruſſia, during 
© the preſent war. The cauſe of Saxony is a com- 
© mon cauſe to all the powers of Europe, as her 
© fate foretels them what they muſt expect to un- 


© dergo, when the law of nations, and the faith of 


< treaties, are no more to be reſpected **.”- 

Ax anſwer to this memorial was afterwards pre- 
ſented to the States-general, by M. de Hellen, the 
Pruſſian miniſter at the Hague, in which the even- 
tual treaty of partition was urged, in vindication of 
the conduct of his Pruſſian majeſty [J. The 


court of Saxony, it was ſaid, had joined in che de- 


ſigns of the court of Vienna againſt the king of 
Pruſſia; '* but, by conſent of the principal parties, 
« they had been allowed this reſervation, that 
« Saxony ſhould not appear in it, till the king's 


Saxon Memorial, ut ſupra, p. 169. 
[c] The king of Pruſſia had himſelf entered into a treaty of 


partition reſpecting the Auſtrian dominions i in Ll Hiſt. of 


_ vol. V. p. 72. 


« forces 
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« reſpeft, but what is practiſed among the beſt re- Car. 

gulated nations, in ſimilar caſes. If the archives 5 
; © have been opened, it was with no other intent 1 — 
than to procure the originals of ſeyeral pieces, of. 


© which the king had copies before in his hands; 


© but, with regard to the reſt, nothing has Rep 


touched. 


Bor before news could have been WET! at 


Peterſburgh _ of the king of Pruſſia's invaſion of 
Saxony, the Ruſſian miniſters were directed to 
preſent a memorial at different foreign courts, in 
which it was ſtated, © That as the ſole intent of the 

* preparations, which, the empreſs had ordered to 
© be made the preceding ſpring, was to enable her 
to fulfil her engagements with her allies, in caſe 
© any of them ſhould be attacked, the preparations 
* were ſuſpended both by ſea and land, as ſoon as 
© there was ground to hope that this caſe would not 
« ſoon happen; in order that the whole world might 
© be convinced, that her imperial Czariſh majeſty 
© was no leſs forward to defend her allies, when 


© threatened with an attack, than backward. to 


throw Europe into an alarm without an extreme 
© neceſſity. But that the king of Pruſſia, far from 


doing juſtice to the empreſ$'s ſentiments on this 


© head, (though he remained quiet, whilſt prepara- 
tions were making by Ruſſia, and even ſome time 
« after they had ceaſed) had all on a ſudden begun 
to make ſuch powerful armaments, as gave room 


2 Memoirs of Frederick III. p. 185, 186. 
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© to apprehend, that the flames of war would im- 
© mediately. burſt out. Nevertheleſs Ruſſia, in 
© order to avoid the multiplying of fears, and fur- 
© niſhing the king of Pruſſia with a ſpecious pretext 
for diſturbing the public tranquility, had made 
© no motions; in hopes that the king of Pruſſia, in 
© imitation of this example, would not ſtir up ſuch 
© troubles. But that this prince, having continued 


to arm with all his might, and without any in 


* terruption, and without alleging any other rea- 
© ſon, than the idea he had formed to himſelf of an 
* apprehended attack, had thereby fufficiently in- 
« timated,: that he ſought only a pretext to diſturb 
the peace of Europe. It was, in fact, inconteſt- 
* ible, that when the king of Pruſſia was preſſing 
© his armaments with the greateſt vigour, thoſe of 


_ © Ruſſia had long ceaſed ; and that thoſe of the em- 


© preſs-queen did not begin till the ſucceſſive mo- 


_ © tions of the Pruſſians, and the augmentations of 


their forces, gave room to think Bohemia and 
* Moravia were in danger; inaſmuch as it was no 


_ © {ecret, that the king of Pruſſia was diſguſted at 


the treaty of Verſailles; though this prince, when 


_ * he ſigned his treaty with England, gave himſelf 


no concern about what the court of Vienna might 
think of it. It was, therefore, clear to her im- 
« perial Czariſh majeſty, that the king of Pruſſia 
© ought to be conſidered as the firſt author of the 
© troubles; which were going to break out, though 
che had affected to publiſh, that he took all thoſe 
g: | © meaſures 
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© meaſures only to defend himſelf againſt thoſe de- Cuar. 


« ſigns of -his enemies, which had no exiſtence. but Y yn 


© in his own imagination. In conſideration of all 1756. 


« theſe circumſtances, the empreſs. of Ruſſia could 


no longer conceal her real ſentiments, nor forbear 


« declaring, that as ſhe could not behold with in- 
difference any attack made upon the dominions of 
© her, allies, particularly thoſe of the empreſs- queen 
© of Hungary, and the electorate of Saxony, ſhe 
© would furniſh ſpeedy and powerful ſuccours to the 


party unjuſtly attacked, and would not think 


herſelf in any wiſe reſponſible for the conſequences; 
© which the preſent menacing conduct of his Fruſ- 
« ſian majeſty might draw after it *. 

Brrokx the king of Pruſſia's invaſion of ne 
the King of France had alſo publiſhed a declaration, 
relative to the demand of the former for a paſſage 
for his troops through the electorate, in which is the 
following paſſage: His moſt Chriſtian majeſty 
© cannot but conſider the requiſition, made by the 
© king of Pruſſia to the king of Poland, elector of 
© Saxony, for the - paſſage of his troops through 
that electorate, as nothing leſs than a declaration, 
© that he is determined to uſurp that to which he has 
© neither abſolute right, nor equitable claim. That 
© by this uſurpation, committed in a time of pro- 
found peace, againſt the elector of Saxony, at the 
time when that prince relied, with unſuſpecting 
* ſecurity, upon the faith of the treaty of Dreſden, 

n Entick's Hiſt, of the War, vol, I. F. 84, 85. 86. 
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Crar. © and the aſſurances of friendſhip which the king of 


_ 
— — 


© Prufſia had given him, the king of Pruſſia had 


cviolated the public peace, the treaty of Weſt. 
© phalia, all the laws and conſtitutions of the em- 


< pire, and every tie by which the members of the 


Germanic body are united“. 

TuxER imperial decrees were likewiſe publiſhed 
againſt the king of Pruſſia. In one of theſe, as 
head of the empire, the emperor admoniſhed the 


Pruſſian monarch on his conduct reſpecting Saxony, 


and commanded him to withdraw his troops from 
that electorate, on pain of being proceeded againſt 
according to the laws of the empire. By the 


ſecond, he abſolved all the vaſſals of the empire, 


found in his ſervice, from their oaths of fidelity, 
and commanded them to leave the Pruſſian ſtandard, 
By the third, he prohibited all the princes, ſtates, 
and other members of the empire, from ſuffering 


their ſubjects to enliſt themſelves in the Pruſſian 


ſervice, or otherwiſe to afford any kind of aſſiſtance 


to his Pruſſian majeſty .. 


VixpicaTIONs of Frederick's conduct were 
preſented by his miniſters at the diet of Ratiſbon; 
and he alſo publiſhed a piece, of conſiderable length, 
under the title of © A Memorial, exhibiting the 
« conduct of the courts of Vienna and Dreſden to- 

« wards the king of Pruſſia, and their e 


33 Gent, Mag. vol. XXVI. p. 498. 
* Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. $1. Smollett's 


Hiſt. * vol. IV. p. 19, 20. 5 
” deſigns 
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« deſigns againſt him : together with the original 
« documents in proof of them *. It contained 


an account of the negociations concerning him be-. 
tween the courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and 
Saxony, together with the ſecret articles of the 


_ treaty concluded at Peterſburgh, in 1746, from 


which J have already given ſome extracts in the 
firſt volume of theſe Memoirs. This publication, 
which was drawn up with much art and addreſs, 
made a great impreſſion in Frederick's favour in 
ſome parts of Europe, and eſpecially in England. 
It was not ſufficiently conſidered, that the formida- 
ble confederacy againſt him had been occaſioned. 
by his own conduct; by the manner in which he 
had wreſted Sileſia from the houſe of Auſtria, by 
his invaſion of Bohemia after the treaty of Breſlaw, 
by his behaviour reſpecting the electorate of 
Saxony, and the conſtant alarm in which he kept 
his neighbours ; and that the treaty of partition was 
eventual and conditional, the Caſus Federis being 
an attack of either of the contracting rd e 


king of Pruſſia, 
| Literary Magazine, vol. I. . 36s, 413, 4 be. Vac 0 


Mag. vol. XIX. Nn 242, &c. 
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c HAP. XIX. 


Auſtria, Ruſſia, France, and a great part of the em- 
fire, united againſt Frederick, lie endeavours 10 
force the Saxon troops,  encamped at Pirna, to a. 
ſurrender. Marcbes into Bohemia, and engages the 
Auſtrian army, under the command ef mareſchal. 
Brown, at Lowofitz.—He prevents the Auſtrians 
from affording any relief to the Saxons.—The Saxon 
troops at Pirna endeavour io effeftuate an eſcape, 
but without ſucceſs, — Letter of the king of Poland to 
© count Rutowſki.—The Saxon army ſurrenders to. the 
" king of Prufſia, by capitulation.—His Poli majeſiy 

quits his eleftoral dominions, and retires into Paland. 
—The Pruſſian troops go into winter-quarters. 
Application made, on bebalf of his Poliſh majeſty, to 
"the primate and ſenators of the republic of Poland, 
; count Beftucheff, high chancellor of Ruſſia Tube 
© Rag of Pruſſia bs put under the ben of the empire. 


Caar. HE king of Pruſſia had now united againſt 
1 5 him Auſtria, a conſiderable part of the em- 
1756. pire, France, and Ruſſia; and Sweden ſoon after 
aso declared againſt him. But notwithſtanding 
the number and the power of his enemies, Frede- 

rick appeared in no reſpect diſpirited, but exhibited, 

when at the head of his army, the utmoſt chear- 

lulneſs and vivacity. He had an ardent paſſion for 


military 


5 
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military fame, and much confidence in his own 2 
abilities, and in the diſcipline and valour of his A. B. 
troops. Voltaire, ſpeaking of the war which the 1756. 


king of Pruſſia had now commenced, ſays, It 


was worthy of admiration that Lewis XIV. alone 


© ſhould be able to reſiſt Germany, England, Italy, 
© and Holland, united againſt him; but we have 
© ſeen a more extraordinary event, an elector of 
© Brandenburgh, by himſelf, withſtand the forces 
© of the houſe of Auſtria, of France, of Ruſſia, of 


© Sweden, and one half the empire. This is a 


© prodigy which we can only attribute to the diſ- 
© cipline of his troops, and to the ſuperior talents 


of the general. It is true, that chance may gain 
© a battle; but when the weak reſiſt the ſtrong, for 


© ſeven years, in a country entirely open, and re- 
© pair the greateſt loſſes, this cannot be the work of 
© fortune. It is in this reſpect that this war differs 
© from all others, which have deſolated the world “. 
Warn the king of Pruſſia entered Saxony, as 
he intended alſo to invade Bohemia, he had order- 
ed mareſchal Schwerin, at the head of an army, 
conſiſting of thirty-three battalions and fifty-five 


ſquadrons, to enter that province by the way of 
Nachod and Neuſtadt “ . In the mean time, the 
king of Poland continued encamped at Pirna; and 


Frederick, therefore, did not think it prudent to 


26 Age of Lewis XV. ch. 32. | 
37 Major-general Lloyd's Hiſt, of the late War in Germany, 
vol, I. p. 3. | f 
. D 2 march 
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* march himſelf into Bohemia, till he had reduced 
A. B. the Saxon army. The poſt of Pirna was joined on 
1756. the right to the fortreſs of Sonneſtein, and on the 
” left to that of Konigſtein. The front was in- 
acceſſible, being a craggy rock, in ſome parts 
covered with vaſt pine-trees, of which the Saxons, 

for their better ſecurity, had felled great numbers. 
Behind Sonneſtein and Pirna flowed the Elbe, 
among rough and inacceſſible rocks. The ſtrength 

of this ſituation of the Saxon camp, determined 

the king of Pruſſia to turn the attack into a block- 

ade. He had fixed his own head-quarters at Sed- 

| itz, about half a German league diftant from 
Pirna, and poſted his army in ſuch a manner, as 
to be able to intercept all convoys of proviſion in- 
tended for the Saxon camp ; though he ſometimes: 
permitted a waggon, loaded with freſh proviſions 
and game, to paſs unmoleſted for the uſe of his 
Poliſh majeſty ®*. The Pruſſian forces extended 

on the right towards the frontiers of Bohemia, and 
the van-guard ſeized the paſſes that lead to the 
circles of Satzer and Leitmeritz in that kingdom; 

whilſt prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick marched with 

a body of troops along the Elbe, and took poſt at 
Leitmeritz without oppoſition. At the ſame time the 
king covered his own dominions, by aſſembling two 
conſiderable bodies of troops in Upper and Lower 
Sileſia, which occupied the paſſes that communi- 

cated with the circles of Buntſlawand Koningſgratz. 

2# Smollett's Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, p. 13, 14+ 
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Tus empreſs-queen had not yet aſſembled any 8 
conſiderable forces in Bohemia; but on the mo- A; Þ. 
tions of the Pruſſians, ſne ordered all her troops 1756. 


that were then in the country to form two camps; 


the ſmalleſt, commanded by prince Piccolomini, 


at Koningſgratz, to oppoſe mareſchal Schwerin ; 
and the largeſt, commanded by mareſchal Brown, 
at Kolin. But before the end of September, the 
Saxons at Pirna were reduced to a deplorable con- 
dition, and in want of almoſt every thing. The 
empreſs- queen, being informed of their ſituation, 
ordered mareſchal Brown to march, and to attempt 
at all events to relieve them. The mareſchal then 
quitted his camp at Kolin, and arrived, on the 
23d of September, at Budin on the Egra. But 
here he was forced to remain till the 28th, in or- 
der to wait for the artillery and pontoons, which 
yere then preparing at Vienna. In the mean time 
mareſchal Keith, who had acquired great reputa- 
tion in the Ruſſian ſervice, and who was now enter- 
ed inta that of Pruſſia, had advanced with a large 
part of the Pruſſian army into Bohemia. He re- 
duced the town of Tetchen, took poſſeſſion of all 
the paſſes, and encamped near Auſſig, a ſmall 
town in Bohemia, at no great diſtance from the 
Auſtrian army under count Brown, But the king 
of Pruſſia having received information, that the 
Auſtrian general was- preparing to paſs the Egra, 
with an intention of relieving the Saxons, he left a 
conſiderable body of troops for the blockade of 


D3 Pirna, 
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Cnar. Pirna, and proceeded from the camp at Sedlitz to 
* K that near Auſſig, where he took upon himſelf the 
1756. command of mareſchal Keith's corps, and advanced 

"> to give battle to mareſchal Bzown. Count Alga- 
rotti, ſpeaking of this Auſtrian general, who was 
of Iriſh extraction, gives him the following cha- 
rater: © He is an officer, ſays he, © of great acti- 
© vity, fertile in expedients, wiſe in the planning of 
© any enterprize, and prompt in the execution of 
*jt. If I were to compare him with any of the 
© antients, I ſhould place him by the ſide of Veſ- 
* paſian or Marcellus. He deſerves the favour he 
© enjoys at the court of Vienna, and is worthy the 
© honour of being the opponent of the king of 
« Pruffia . 

On the thirtieth of September, F rederick form- 

ed his troops into two columns, and about an hour 

before ſun-ſet arrived with his van at Welmina, a 

village ſituated in a bottom, ſurrounded by moun- 

tains, moſt of which reſemble the form of a ſugar- 

loaf. From thence he ſaw the Auſtrian army, with 
its right wing at LowosrTz, and its left towards 
the Egra, The fame evening the king himſelf 
. occupied, with ſix battalions, a hollow, and ſome 
riſing grounds, which commanded Lowoſitz, and 
which he reſolved to make uſe of the following 
day, in order to march out againſt the Auſtrians. 
It was late in the evening before all the Pruſſian 
troops arrived at Welmina, where the king only 
V Letters military and political, p. 114. *_ 
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avenues on his right. The morning was darkened 
with a thick fog, which vaniſhed about ſeven, 
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formed his battalions behind one another, and the 2 
ſquadrons in the ſame manner, and they remained A. B. 
all night under arms. The king himſelf fat up all 1756. 


night, having no other covering but his cloak, be- 


fore a little fire, at the head of his troops . On 
the firſt of October, at break of day, he took with 
him his principal general officers, and ſnewed them 
the ground which he intended to occupy with his 
army. The infantry, forming the firſt line, were 
to occupy two high hills, and the bottom between 
them ; ſome battalions were to form the ſecond 
line; and the third was to be compoſed of the 
whole cavalry. | 

Tur Pruſſian army amounted only to twenty- 
five thouſand men, and that of the Auſtrians is ſaid . 
to have been double that number. Mareſchal 
Brown had taken poſſeſſion of Lowos1Tz, with a 
great body of infantry, and placed a battery of 
cannon in front of the town, He had formed his 
cavalry checquerwiſe, in a line between Lowoſitz 
and the village of Sauſchitz ; and poſted about two 
thouſand Croats and irregulars in the yineyards and 


The Pruſſian cavalry then advanced to attack the 
enemy's horſe, but they received ſuch a flank fire 


from the Auſtrian irregulars, poſted jn vineyards 
and ditches, that they were obliged to retire to 


** Gent, Mag, vol. XXVI, p. 493, from the London 
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iſ Cnar. their former poſts. The king was then for placing 
| Ji A. D. his cavalry behind in a ſecond line ; but, before his 
1756. orders could be given, they char ged a ſecond time, 


bore down all oppoſition, paſſed through the ſame 
flank fire as at the firſt charge, and purſued the 
enemy above three hundred paces. In the exceſs 
of their ardour, they croſſed a ditch ten feet wide; 
and three hundred paces beyond this ditch was 
another, behind which appeared the Auſtrian in- 
fantry, in order of battle. Immediately ſixty 
pieces of cannon played upon the Pruſſian horſe, 
which therefore repaſſed the ditch, and returned to 


the infantry at the foot of the hill, without being 
followed. But about two hundred and fifty of the 
Pruſſians were taken priſoners ; becauſe their horſes 
being killed after leaping the ditch, they were in- 
capable of rejoining their regiments. Frederick 


after this would admit of no more ſuch ſallies, 


and, therefore, ordered the cavalry to poſt itſelf in 
the rear of the infantry. About this time the fire 


on the left wing began to increaſe: mareſchal 


Brown had ſucceſſively brought on twenty batta- 
lions, who, paſſing by Lowoſitz, lined the banks 
of the Elbe, to ſupport the pandours in the vine- 
yards, where the Pruſſian infantry drove them from 
one wall to another, till ſome of them ſheltered 
themſelves in the firſt houſes of Lowoſitz. The F 


ſecond line of Pruſſian infantry then mixed with the 


firſt, and the left ſtretched itſelf to the Elbe; ; and 


a this diſpoſition they advanced towards Lowoſitz. 
The 
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The grenadiers fired in through the doors, win- Cnar, 
dows, and roofs of the houſes, and ſet them on X 
fire. In this action, though only the attack of a 1756- 


poſt, every Pruſſian ſoldier of the left wing fired 
ninety ſhot **®, The ammunition for their cannon 
was quite ſpent ; notwithſtanding which, the regi- 
ment of Itzenblitz and Manteufel entered Lowoſitz 


_ with their bayonets fixed, and drove before them 


nine freſh Auſtrian battalions, which mareſchal 


Brown had juſt poſted there, The battle was now 


nearly at an end; for a great part of the Auſtrian 
troops fled in much diſorder; but the Pruſſian 
cavalry was prevented from taking adyantage of it, 
by the broad ditch, and by the maſterly diſpoſition 


of mareſchal Brown, in taking all the left of his 


infantry, which had not been attacked, to cover 


his broken troops as they fled **®. He ordered his 


center and left to make a movement to. the right, 
by which they occupied the ground, in the inſtant 
that the right quitted it, behind Lowoſitz. This 
infantry, ſuſtained by the right wing of the cavalry, 
covered the retreat ſo effectually, that no attempt 
was made to interrupt it. Mareſchal Brown now 
took a new poſition a little farther back; the left 
and center continued at ſome diſtance, behind 
marſhy riyulets, and the right formed an angle 
with the line, haying the front towards the plain, 


3" Authentic account of the campaign in Bohemia, publiſh+ 
ed in the Gentleman's Mag. vol. XXVI. I 553» $54» 555+ 
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Czar. behind Lowoſitz and the Elbe. The Pruſſians, 


XIX. 


A D. therefore, could not paſs through Lowoſitz and 


756. form on the plain, with their rear immediately on 


the Elbe, and under the fire of a numerous artil- 
lery. Matters being thus circumſtanced, the king 
of Pruſſia was obliged to remain in the ſituation 
that he was, without proceeding any farther. But 
while mareſchal Brown continued in this poſition, 
Frederick had by no means effected his deſign, 
The action was not deciſive; and, therefore, had 
not made it impoſſible for count Brown to attempt 
the relief of the Saxons. He was as much in a 
condition to undertake it as before the action, the 
loſs of the Auſtrians having been inferior to that of 
the Pruſſians. Neither could the Pruſſian monarch 
have attacked him with any probability of ſucceſs, 
as he muſt, in paſſing the marſhy rivulets, have 
expoſed his army to difficulties, which mareſchal 
Brown had found inſurmountable. From this em- 
barraſſing ſituation Frederick was extricated by his 
ſuperior talents. He ſent the duke of Bevern, 
with a large body of horſe and foot, to Tſchiſkovitz, 
as if he propoſed turning the enemy's left flank, 
and hemming them in between the Elbe and the 
Egra. This manceuvre had its deſired effect. 
Mareſchal Brown, fearing the event, haſtened to 
repaſs the Egra, and to occupy his old camp at 
Budin: and this he effected, without any loſs . 


* Major-general Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War, vol, I, p. 10, 11, 
Tavs 
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Tavs ended the battle of Lowosrrz, which be- Cur. 
gan at ſeven o'clock in the morning, and ended at A, N. 
three in the afternoon; though the retreat of count 1756 


Brown, to his camp at Budin, did not take place 
till the day following. As the action had not been 
deciſive, both parties claimed the victory. But 
from the conſequences of the battle, though the 
greateſt loſs had been ſuſtained by the Pruſſians, 
it was manifeſt that the advantage was on their ſide. 
It had been the intention of the Auſtrian general to 
diſengage the Saxons, and with that view he 
advanced to Lowoſitz. The object of the king of 
Pruſſia was to prevent the execution of this plan. 
This end was obtained by the battle of Lowoſitz, 
and by the ſubſequent manceuvres, which forced 
the Auſtrians back behind the Egra, and thereby 
prevented them from undertaking any thing ef- 
fectual for the relief of the Saxons. Had the 


Pruſſian monarch obtained a more compleat vic- 


tory, he would have been enabled to take up his 
winter quarters in Bohemia. 

Tus firft account of this battle which reached 
Berlin, was conveyed by a meſſenger ſent by the 
king to his mother the queen-dowager, with a 
note written to her with his own hand, and which 
contained only the following words : October the 
* 1it. This morning I gave battle to the Auſtri- 
dans. Great generalſhip was diſplayed on both 
* ſides; and the fate of the nnn 


« ſome 
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Crar. © ſome hours; but at laſt it pleaſed God to give uz 
FR. © the victory “. | 


1756. 


Taz loſs of the Pruſſians in. - the battle of 


" Lowosrrz amounted to 3308, killed, wounded, 


and taken priſoners. Among the killed were 
major- general Quadt and major-general Luderitz, 
The body of the latter was torn to pieces by a can- 
non-ball. Major-general Oertzen alſo received 
three wounds in the head, of which he died the 
day following. The loſs of the Auſtrians was 
2984 killed, wounded, and priſoners. Count Ra- 
dicati, lieutenant-general of horſe, was among the 
killed ; and prince Lobkowitz was among thoſe 


taken priſoners by the Pruſſians Y, 


Martscnaal, KEITH, who commanded under 
the king in this action, greatly diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf on the ſide of the Pruſſians; as did alſo lieute- 
nant-general KLeisT. The latter was wounded in 
the battle; but he continued on horſeback, with- 
out binding his wounds, till four o'clock. The 
king conferred upon him afterwards the order of 


the black eagle; but he. died of his wounds, at 
Dreſden, in the month of January following. 


Count Algarotti mentions it as an inſtance of the 
attachment of ſome of the Pruſſian ſoldiers to their 
king, that, at the cloſe of this battle, a ſoldier, 
who was mortally wounded, and in the agonies of 


% Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. II. p. 99. 

3s Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War, ut ſupra, p. 12, 13, 

7 Id. Thad, 
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death, inquired whether the king was ſafe, and how CA . 
the day went? He was informed that the king was * 


well, and that he had won the battle. 
« then,” replied the . ce It is a pleaſure to 
00 die 7. ” | 

AmoNG other Pruſſian officers, who were wound- 
ed in the battle of Lowoſitz, one was baron 
Rocxow, who deſerves to be particularly men- 
tioned, on account of his uncommonly anuable 
and excellent character. In conſequence of the 
wounds which he received in this action, he after- 
wards retired from the ſervice, and led a philoſo- 


phical life at his country feat at Rechan, near 


Brandenburgh. Here he employed - himſelf in 
labouring to improve the morals, and promote the 
happineſs, of his tenants and dependants, and the 
poor in general in his neighbourhood. - He em- 
ployed ſchool-maſters, to whom he gave larger 
ſalaries than uſual, to inſtruct youth in ſuch branches 
of knowledge as would be moſt uſeful to them, 
and to inſtil into them the principles of piety and 


virtue. He endeavoured” to introduce a rational 


mode of education, and eſtabliſhed country ſchools 
at his own expence, on his eſtates at Rechan and 
Gettin **, By theſe, and other benevolent exer- 
tions, after he quitted the ſervice, he rendered 
himſelf much more beneficial ts mankind, than he 
could have been by a continuance in the Pruſſian 

37 Letters military and political, p. 114. | 

3* Monthly Review, vol. LV. p. 556, 557. 
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Cnar. armies; where he would probably have been em- 
XIX- ployed, not in promoting the happineſs, but in in- 
1756. creaſing the calamities of his fellow creatures. 

ManxzschAL Brown, having failed in his attempt 
to relieve the Saxons on the left ſide of the Elbe, 
reſolved to try his fortune on the right. He com- 
municated his ſituation and deſign to count Ru- 
towſki, who was a natural brother of the king of 
Poland, and who commanded the Saxon troops at 
— Pirna; and it was agreed, that the Saxons ſhould 
paſs the Elbe on the eleventh of October in the 
night, near Konigſtein ; and that mareſchal Brown 
ſhould attack the Pruſſians at Ratmanſdorff and 
Borſdorff, on the twelfth in the morning, while the 
Saxons did the ſame on their fide. Accordingly 
he paſſed the Elbe near Raudnitz, at the head of 
about eight thouſand men, and marched by 
Neuſtadtel, Romburg, and Hanſpach, and arrived 
at Lichtenhayn, a ſteep rock, near which he en- 
camped, waiting till he heard the Pruſſians and 
Saxons engaged, which he ſuppoſed muſt happen 
at the inſtant that the Saxons paſſed the Elbe; and 
it was then that he was to enter into action, and to 
execute his part of the concerted plan *. 
| Tux poſt of Pirna, where the Saxons were en- 
camped, had this defect, that it was as difficult to 
come out of it as to force it. But, on the twelfth 
of the month, the Saxons threw a bridge of boats 
39 Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War in Germany, ut ſupra, p. 
13, 14. SEES" if , * 
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em- over the Elbe, near Konigſtein, to which caſtle A 
in- they removed all their artillery, Then, ſtriking a, B. 


= treat with all poſſible expedition; but the weather 
Fg was uncommonly rainy and tempeſtuous, and the 
Ru- roads ſo bad, that they made little progreſs. Next 
g of day, when part of them had advanced about half 
s ar way up a ſteep hill oppoſite to Konigſtein, and the 
ould reſt were entangled in a narrow plain, where there 
the was no room to act, they diſcovered that the Pruſ- 
own ſans were in poſſeſſion of all the paſſes. In the 
and mean time, mareſchal Brown having waited two 
the days for the Saxons, and found that they could nor 
ngly join him, thought it neceſſary to provide for his 
d of own ſafety, and accordingly n 
by at Budin. 
ived Tux Saxons were now ſurrounded on every fide, 
en. fainting with hunger and fatigue, and deſtitute of 
and every convenience. In this deplorable condition 
pen they remained, when the king of Poland, from the 
and fortreſs of Konigſtein, ſent the following letter to 
d to his general, count Rutowſk! : 
| © Mareſchal Count Rutowſki, | 
yy (iv act wichout: cxtreche eee 
It to © ſtand the deplorable ſituation, which a chain of 
elfth misfortunes has reſerved for you, the reſt of my 
oats © generals, and my whole army: but we muſt 
© acquieſce in the diſpenſations of Providence, and 


8 
N 


their tents in the night, they paſſed the river un- — 


moleſted by the Pruſſians. They continued to re- 


© conſole an with the rectitude of our ſenti- 
15 © ments 
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Cray. © ments and intentions. They would force me; it 


XIX. 


© ſeems, as you give me to underſtand by major- 

general the baron de Dyherrn, to fubrnit to con- 
< ditions the more ſevere, im proportion as the cir. 
© cumſtarices are become more neceſſitous. I can- 
© not hear them mentioned. + ] am a free monarch; 
< ſuch I will live; ſuch I will die; and I will both 
© live and die with honour. The fate of my army 
© T leave wholly to your diſcretion. Let your coun- 
© cil of war determine whether you muſt ſurrender 
© priſoners of war, fall by the ſword, or die by 
© famine. May your reſolutions, if poſſible, be 
conducted by humanity. Whatever they may 
© be, I have no longer any ſhare in them; and I 
declare, that you ſhall not be anſwerable for 
: aught but one thing, namely, not to carry arms 

© againſt me, or my allies. I pray that God may 
© have you, M. Mareſchal, in his holy keeping. 


< Given at  Konigſtein, the 14th of October, 17 56. 


© AUGUSTUS, Rex “. 
Ox the fame morning in which the king of 


Poland's letter was dated, the king of Pruffia ar- 


rived at his camp in Saxony, and a negociation 
took place between him and count Rutowſki, in 
conſequence of which the Saxon army ſurrendered, 
by capitulation, on the ſixteenth of the ſame month. 
Some of the anſwers made by the Pruſſian monarch 


td the articles of capitulation, propoſed” by the 


Saxon general, were arrogant and inſulting. | The 
t 2  Smollett's Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, p. 26. * 
firſt 
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© king of Pruſſia priſoners of war; to which-Frede- 
rick's anſwer was, If the king will give me that 
© army, it is needleſs to make them prifoners of 
© war.” The fourth article was, The generals, 
© commandants, and all perſons ranking as officers, 
© engage themſelves in writing, not to bear arms 
© againſt his majeſty the king of Pruſſia till peace be 
«© reſtored ; and they ſhall be left at liberty to ſtay 
© in Saxony, or to retire whitherſoever they think 
© proper.” To this Frederick replied, © Thoſe that 
© intend to enter into my ſervice muſt, from this 
very moment, have liberty to do ſo. The fifth 
article was, The life - guards, and the grenadier - 
guards, ſhall not be included in the firſt article ; 
and his Pruſſian majeſty will be pleaſed to ap- 
© point the place in the electorate of Saxony, or in 
* the territories depending thereon, where the ſaid 
two corps ſhall be diſtributed. The field-mareſ- 
© chal count Rutowſki, as captain of the grenadier- 
* guards, the chevalier de Saxe, in quality of com- 
© mandant of the life-gyards, and all the other 
officers of thoſe two corps, verbally engage, and 
© even in writing, if deſired, not to make, under 
any pretence whatever, nor without the approba- 
* tion of the king of Pruſſia, any change in the 
quarters that may be aſſigned them. Frederick's 
anſwer was, There is no exception to be made, 
Vor. II. E _ © becauſe 


firſt article was, that ® the army of the king of One? 
Poland, elector of Saxony, which had been late- A; D. 
y encamped at Pirna, ſhould ſurrender to the _ | 
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Cn4r. * becauſe it is known, that the king of Poland did 


A. D. 
1756. 


© take them priſoners again.“ 
_ was, His Pruſſian majeſty ſhall give aſſurances, 


give orders for that. part of his troops, which is 
„„ the Ruſſians; and to 
* march, for this purpoſe, to the frontiers of 
_ © Sileſia; and a man muſt be a fool- to let troops 
go which he holds faſt; to ſee them make head 
« apainft him a ſecond time, and to be obliged to 
The eighth article 


(chat no officer, or ſoldier, ſhall - be © obliged] 


© againft his will, to enter into his army; and that; 
< after peace is reſtored, they ſhall all be ſent back 


to the king of Poland: and, on the other und, 
his Poliſh majeſty may not refuſe diſmiſſion v0 
the generals, and other officers of his army, who 


© may engage in any other ſervice.” To this che 
king of Prufſſia's reply was, Nobody need trouble 
© his head about this. No- general ſhall be forced 
to ſerve againſt his will: that is ſuſficient®,” 

Before the other articles of capitulation were ſigned; 
count | Rutowſki declared, by a ſeparate article, 
that he was authorized to oblige the Saxon army to 


lay-down their arms, but that he had wo- authority 


ta free them from the oath of allegiance whivh they 
had taken, or to oblige them to tak another “. 
The king of Pruflia, however, without the leaſt 
keſitation, ene 


pulſion, into his own army . | 7% gan 


„ Entick's Hitt of ty Wi vol, I. p. 1 0 
bid. p. 266. 1 Mrs 
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Cour Algaroni {aps that afier the king of Cir: 


« priſoners wich his own ſoldiers, and - partly- by 
«© raiſing others in all parts of Saxony, and of the 


empire, to increaſe their number beyond what 
© was ever known, ſince men have warred 'againſt 


© each other; that is to ſay; fince the beginning of 


the world. In another place, ſpeakingiof the 
pruſſian troops about this time, the ſume writer 
ſays; that they * amounted to two hundred and 
twelve thouſand men: a greater army than ever 
t the Romans had, even in Wannen, 
Auguſtus 5 | N 

His Poliſh majeſty being abe coltaledeby oe; 
prived of his electoral dominions, and of his army, 
and not allowed even to keep his guards, thought 
it high time to retire into Poland, and accordingiy, 
with Frederick's permiſſion, ſet out for-that-king- 
dom; and Voltaire remarks, that che king of 
Pruflia © had the inſulting politeneſs to furniſh him 
© with poſt-horſes for his journey . Aſter this 
event, Frederick cantoned his forces in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sedlitz, and along the Elbe, towards 
Dreſden. His other army, which had entered Bo- 
hemia under the command of mareſchal Schwerin, 
fell back into Silefia, — 


„ Letters military and political, p. 321, 1124 l 


+ 
TY TEES YT. 
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'5 * 5 as 
= 


Pruflia's ſucceſſts at Lowoſits and Pirna; his N 
t principal care was, partly by incorporating the * 
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5 ter quarters of cantonment, on the frontiers of 


W 2 


Bohemia, from Zuckmantel to Greiffenberg. 
AFTER his Poliſh majeſty had quitted his electoral 
dominions, count Beſtucheff, high- chancellor of 
Ruſſia, wrote a circular letter to the primate, ſena- 
tors, and miniſters of the republic of Poland, on 
behalf of his Poliſh majeſty, in which are the fol- 
lowing paſſages: You are undoubtedly already in- 


© formed of all the particulars of the king of Pruſ- 


© fia's hoſtile and ſudden invaſion of Saxony; of 


c the unheard of violences, and horrible exceſſes he 


© has committed there; as well upon the poor in- 
© habitants,. as againſt the very perſon of the king 
* of Poland, your maſter, and the royal family; of 
© the extreme neceſſity to which his majeſty. has 
found himſelf reduced, to retire into Poland, by 
* facrificing his hereditary dominions, and all his 
army; and of the king of Pruſſia's irruption into 
c Bohemia. The king of Poland's deplorable fate, 
for which this prince did not give the leaſt handle, 


© certainly deſerves compaſſion ſuitable to the im- 


* mortal glory he has purchaſed by the noble con- 
* ftancy, which he has diſplayed in ſo melancholy 
« a ſituation; and, at the ſame time, it ought to ex- 
cite all powers, and eſpecially his allies, to con- 
* cern themſelves in earneſt in an event of this na- 
ture. The diſmal conſequences that may reſuit 
« from this the king of Prufſia's unprecedented and 
© raſh ſtep, as well for the common repoſe of Eu- 


rope, as for every power in particular, and 


© eſpecially 


-rxnturct THE THIRD. 


$3 


c eſpecially for the neighbouring countries, are ſo Con 
© obvious, that the intereſt and ſafety of each ſove- A. B. 


« reign abſolutely require them to be upon their 1756. 


guard; and, by making it a common cauſe with 
© the powers involved in the ſame embarraſſment, 
to take the propereſt meaſures, not only for pro- 
« curing the courts, ſo unjuſtly attacked, the ſatiſ- 
faction that is due to them, but alſo for preſcrib- 
ing to the too extenſive power of the king of 
Pruſſia ſuch bounds, as may hereafter be a 
©fecurity againſt the inſults of that enterprizing and 
turbulent neighbour, who, in defiance to the moſt 
© ſolemn and moſt facred treaties, is intent upon 


* nothing but aggrandizing his dominions, The 


© empreſs, my gracious ſovereign, canfidering the 
importance of ſo ſad an event, and the ill conſe- 
© quences that may ariſe from it, and having at 
© heart the well being and the intereſts of her allies, 


and eſpecially of his majeſty the king of Poland, 


is deeply affected with the misfortunes of this 
© prince, who, on his part, has not given the leaſt 
© occaſion thereto; and not being able to behold 
© with indifference the equally dire and raſh enter- 
© prizes of the king of Pruſſia, ſhe has taken the 
© generous reſolution to ſuccour, ſpeedily and effica- 
* ciouſly, the king your maſter, by ſending a con- 
ſiderable body of troops to his aſſiſtance. This 
© corps has actually begun its march, under the 
* command of his excellency field - mareſchal 
, \praxin ; and an indiſpenſable neceſſity will 


0 © oblige 


". MEMOIRS OF 
r. © oblige it to traverſe part of the territory of Po. 
A.D, land. All impartial judges will ſurely abhor the 
king of Pruſſia's cruel procedure towards the ter· 
« ritories of Saxony, and towards the perſon of the 
© king of Poland himſelf, and will do juſtice to her 
imperial majeſty's generous ſentiments, as alſo to 
< the reſolution ſhe has taken, which tends only to 
« defend her allies, and reſtore peace- in Europe, 
© by ſettling it again in a juſt equilibrium,'=* [ 
« flatter myſelf, that you and your countrymen 
< will not fail, by facilitating, in the beſt manner 
that can be done, the march of the ſaid body of 
her imperial maʒeſty s troops, through the terri- 
toty of Poland, to render thereby a real ſervice to 
the king your maſter, in his preſent melancholy 
« ſituation, (a ſituation that excites compaſſion from 
©every one who loves honqur, juſtice, and his 
country,) and to take the moſt ſalutary meaſures 
©for defeating the king of Pruſſia's vaſt and perni- 
' © cious projects in Poland ©.” This letter was 
dated the twelfth of November, 1756. 
Tu Saxon ſoldiers, as might naturally be ex- 
pected, being extremely averſe to enter into the 
ſervice of the king of Pruſſia, many of thoſe who 
had been forcibly incorporated into the Pruſſian 
army, embraced: the firſt opportunity of deſert- 
ing []. euer eee en eee 


ed 

; pa eg gy M4 
[r] Of the deſertion of ſome of the Saxon eee 
an account ; © The Saxon troops, that were compelled 
to 
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ed the Saxon magiſtrates to raiſe four thouſand freſh Saar. 
recruits, to he ready with the utmoſt expedition for 7 


83 


his ſervice. As he had driven the king of Poland , 


from his electoral dominions, and was, by his con- 
duct, the greateſt enemy which that prince had in 
the world, compelling the Saxons to enter into the 
Pruſſian ſervice, was in fact forcing them to fight 


« to enliſt, by no means ſeem to reliſh the rigour of the Pruſſian 
« ſexvice, A detachment of the regiment of light horſe, to che 
number of an hundred and fifty, have deſerted in a body; 
« and the ſame has happened in a regiment of infantry. Theſe 
« were purſued by a detachment of Pruſſians, overtaken, and 
« fifty of them killed. The remainder owed their eſcape to the 
« deſperate defence they made; telling ahe Prufſians, that they 
« would neither give nor receive any quarter. In conſequence 
« of theſe deſertions, his Pruſſian majeſty has cauſed: all the 
Saxon regiments to be broken, and the ſoldiers to be incorpo- 
* rated with _—_ troops. Gent. Ne hn _— 
p. 182, | 
NS ke i ee 
thoſe who harboured Saxons who. had deſerted from the Pruſſſan 
ſervice; and of his behaviour relative to five Saxon deſerters, 
who had taken refuge in a convent in the dioceſe of Breſlaw, the 
following account was publiſhed at the time: © Dzzzvie, 
„Dec. 29, 1756. Notwithſtanding the ſovere prohibitions 
* ſued out on the part of his Pruſſian mazeſty againſt harbouring 


. * or afliſting. Saxon deſerters, five of them lately took ſanctuary 


* in. convent in the dioceſe of Breſlaw ; and being demanded 

the king's officers, the prior of the convent had the hardi- 
* neſs to refuſe to give them up; for which kis majeſty ebn- 
* demned him to be hanged ; but thought proper to change his 
* ſentence to a fine, of which his majeſty acquainted the biſhop, 
22 SCAT 
Landon Chronicle, rs 


ö againſt 


56 ME MOIRS OF 


CRaP. againſt their own ſovereign: and tyranny more 
D. atrocious is not, perhaps, eaſily conceivable, than 

5 Kh that of compelling men to enter as ſoldiers into an 
army, in which they were to fight againſt cheir own 
prince, and their own country. But this was a 

ſpecies of tyranny, which the king of Pruſſia ap- 

peared. to practiſe without the leaſt ſoruple [o J. In 


To] Baron Bielfeld, who had quitted the Pruſſian court, and 
now reſided at Treben, near Altenburgh, in Saxony, informs 
us, in one of his letters, that ſome time after this five of his 
tenants, Saxon peaſants, were ſeized as recruits for the Pruſſian 

army. They were afterwards diſcharged, as a perſonal com- 
pliment to Bielfeld, who had made application to one of the 
Pruſſian generals for their releaſe. rA of Baron n 
vol. I. p. 189, 190. | 

Some of the publications of. the- times eee 
1 great hardſhips impoſed on the Saxons, with reſpeR to raiſing 

14 recruits for the Pruſſian _ I" 1 accounts are the 
= - followings 'v 4 
I 2:68 — * uh 1757. mod s un of Pruſſia 
returned from Berlin with prince Henry. Laft week all the 
vyouth of this city, who were not employed in arts and labours 
5 abſolutely neceſſary, were taken as recruits for the Pruſſian 
army. London Chronicle, vol. I. p. 10. | 
* + DazsDtn, Jan, 2, The king of Pruſſia, in confideration 
of the payment of 100,000 crowns, made him by the town of 
Leipſic, has excuſed jt a quarter of the contribution demand- 
ed; but, at the ſame time, has ordered the magiſtrates of the 
place to raiſe five hundred men towards completing the Saxon 
* regiments in the Pruſſian ſervice, The affair of raiſing re- 
| | # cruits is extremely burthenſome, and few of the diftrifts have 
== been able to furniſh half the number demanded of them, though 
I pid Oe pac . 
Jo 
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N 
« Military Inſtructions for his generals is the Cray. - 


prin If the army is quartered in an == 
« enerdy's country, the commander in chief is to 1756. 

« take care, that he is ſupplied with the neceſſary — 
into a certain number of circles, allotting ſo many 


to each, in proportion to the number 


© of people, in the ſame manner as we enroll our 
© recruits in our own dominions, If the ſtares of 
the country are willing to furniſh recruits, fo 
much the better; but, if they refuſe, you muſt 
© have recourſe to violence. You mult inſiſt on 
their being delivered early in the winter, that you 
may have time to make ſoldiers of them before 
* the ſpring. But this need not hinder the-captains 
from ſending out recruiting parties v .. 


To complete our misfortunes, ſome of the men that had been 
accepted, have fince been rejected, and it is abſolutely im- 
poſſible to ſupply their places; . 
military execution, if we do not. Ibid. p. g 7. 
„LIr sic, Jan. 19. The military executions to which the 
' towns are ſubjected, for not furniſhing the number of recruits 
that was demanded, are made with the utmoſt rigour. The 
men employed in the mines in this country have been taken to 
* recruit the companies of Pruſſian miners.” Ibid. p. 120. 

* DazsDEN, April 4. The king of Pruſſia bas demanded a 
* third delivery of recruits, to the amount of two thouſand five 
© hundred men, in order to augment with twenty each company 
* of the regiments heretofore in the Saxon ſervice.” Ibid, 
p. 388. K 

ene , en. wrien byte King of rare. for 
nme. p« 166. 


3 "Recavies 
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1 RxcRurrs for the Pruſſian army continued os. 
AD, be raiſed, with great rigour, throughout the ter · 


1755 ritories of Saxony and the king of Pruſſia alſo 


—— endeavoured, but ineffechuslly, to, prevail on the 


to enter into his ſervice [u]. Heavy pecuniary 
contributions were alſa levied upon the inhabitants 
Nr gs D mann 
+ obſerved 


| 1 Kn Zhi 0 ocker, ind 
4 Ne File King of Pruſſia, [Me old. 
ing account is given: * The king of Pruſſia haying again pro- 
* poſed tp the Saxon affieers, that ace out of employment, to 
* reſume, their poſts in the 1 aba 
* ſerved, and to prefer this courſe to idlencſs and poverty ; they* 
have unanimouſly declared," that they cbuld not break the ach ' 
« they had taken to their ſovereign; and, moreover, that they 
* could never feel themſelves animated with that ſpirit, in his 
« Proflian majeſty's ſervice, which is requifite to ſupport the 
character of every officer, in the honourable profeſſion of arms ; 
« that thiey were fully ſenſible of their indigence; but as it was 
the effect of their duty, they bore it with patience and reſigna- 
© tion. Theſe poor officers owe their ſubſiſtence chiefly to the 
« ſavings made by the queen of Poland, in thb expences of her 
. © fable and houſchold.* London Chronicle, yok]. pair 34. 
T7 a eee dog ms, t 0.9 
_ peared in the publicatians of the times: + 

* LEIrsic, Dec. 23, 1756. The deputies ſent to Dede 
o femonſtrate to the king of Pruſſia againſt the payment of 
* $66,000 crowns, exacted from this city, could not obtain an 
* Hudience of the Pruſſian commiſſaries, They were told, that 
ONO NET I ure DRAINS | 
« obtdin/ury mitigation. Accordingly, 100,000 crowns were 
* ſent to Dreſden on the 1 3th in three carts, and our deputies 
WoBeTT: . © have 
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obſerved a very exact diſcipline; and in matters G- 
which were of lictle conſequence to his main de- Ln 
ſigns, when perſonal applications were made 0 2. — | 
kim; he would ſometimes attend to, and redreſs, 
the complaints of the inhabitants. As an inſtance 
of this, the following incident is related. Ten of 
his life«guards being billetted upon à burgher of 
Preſden, were placed by him in the third ſtory of 
his houſe ; but this they reſented, telling him, that 
at Potſdam they were always lodged in the firſt 
ſtory ; and they threatened ta turn the burgher out 
of his own apartment, and to take poſſeſſion of it 
for themſelves. The burghen immediately pre- 
ſented a ſtate of the caſe in writing to the king, who 
in five. minutes returned it wich this anſwer, written 

with his own. hand:: — — 


have ſinoe received hopes, that the. remaining 400,000 crowns 
vill be remitted,” London Chronicle, vol. I. p. 16. 

„Lrirsic, Jan. 19, 1757. Tho king of Pruflia has ordered 
the Jews of Dreſden to pay him a contribution of thirty thou · 
fund crowns, or leave the country. Ibid, p. 120 

«* DyrsDax, March 9. We are extremely-embarraſſed. hers 
* by the orders given to our magiſtrates to provide a farther ſur 
of goo, ooo crowns ſor the Pruſſian military cheſt ; the whole 
to e 
Ibid. p. 301, 303, ? 

« Dxz3pzx, June 8, The nobilizy and gentay of this.countey 
* have in vain: applied to the king of Pruſſia, to obtain ſome 
* abatement uf the ſum. of 600,000 crowns, which he cd ax 
* an indenanification of part of. his expences, in anne 
„ru nene . ee Auſtrians,” 


Ibid. p. 599 | 
8 « Dreſden 
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Car. Dreſden is not Potſdam. My troops mult be 


XIX. 
A. D. 


1756. 
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<<. ſatisfied with the third ſtory, where mr 
“ commodations are not to be had'®,”) 
-\BzsrDes- the: declarations agaihſt' the Kia: of 
Pruſſia; which'were publiſhed by different European 
powers, decrees were allo iſſued againſt him by the 
Aulir council of the empire. As elector of Branden- 
burgh, he was put under the ban of the empire; he 
was declared deprived of all his rights, privileges, 
and prerogati ves; his fiefs were eſcheated into the 
exchequer of the empire; and all the circles were 
ordered to furniſn their reſpective contingencies of 
men and yah — ay — in 
execution. N | 
Is the mean . x gn Pre- 
parations for the enſuing campaign; and adopted 
every ſtep which he thought neceſſary for ſecuri 
ro him the poſſeſſion of Saxony. The burghers of | 
Dreſden were difarmed, their arms depoſited in 
the arſenal, and a detachment was poſted at Konig- 
ſtein, to oblige that -fortreſs to obſerve a ſtrict 
neutrality.” All correſpondence with the enemy 


was ſtrictly r [x]; ang it having been 


diſcovered. 


Gent. Mag. vol. „ XXV n. p: 86. 

Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 118. | 

[x] It ſeems from the following account, which was pub - 
Inhed at the time, as if a ſtop was put even to the private corre- 
ſpondence of the queen of Poland with her huſband at Warſaw. 

* DxzsDty, Dec. 22, 1756. On the firſt inſtant a courier 
from Warſaw was ſtopt at the gate of this city, by order of tho 

* « Pruſſian 
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diſcovered that the counteſs of Ogilvie, one of the 1 


maids of honour to the queen of Poland, had diſ- #0 


obeyed the king of .Pruſſia's commands,'ſhe was 1756. 


arreſted ; but was . afterwards releaſed, on the 


_ queen's. interceſſion. - The counteſa of Bruhl, lady 


of the Saxon prime-miniſter, was alſo arreſted by 
Frederick's order; and, on her making light of her 
confinement, and reſolving to ſee company, ſhe 
was ordered to quit the court, and retire from 
Saxony. M. Henwin, the French miniſter, was 
fary at Dreſden. He anſwered, that his maſter 
had commanded him to ſtay; but he was again 
deſired to depart, and then thought proper to com- 


Pruſſian governor, though he had a paſs from the Pruſſian en- 
* voy at Warſaw, Two packets were taken from him, one 
directed to the queen, the other containing letters to different 
private perſons. The former was kept, but the latter was re- 
turned after being ſtrictly examined, Next day the queen ſent 
general Horſt to the Pruſſian governor, to expreſs her aſtoniſh- 
* ment at the ſudden interruption of a correſpondence, which 
* ſhe had been promiſed ſhould be left free, The governor ſaid, 
© that he had obeyed his maſter's orders, who would no longer 
* ſuffer any correſpondence between Warſaw and Dreſden by 
* expreſſes, but only by the common poſt.” London Chronicle, 
vol. I. p. 16. 

It appears alſo, from the following account, that the queen 
of Poland was not even permitted to have an intercourſe with 
the inhabitants of Dreſden. DxxsDbEN, April 20, 1757. 
Zy order of the king of Pruſſia, no perſon whatever is to have 
* admittance at the caſtle, where her Poliſh majeſty and the royal 
family refide, except their houſehold ſervants, - Even foreign 
* miniſters are included in this inhibition,” Ibid. p. 425. 

ply. 
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. ply. About the ſame time the count de Wacker. 
A. B. bath, migiſter of the cabinet, and grand maſter of 
1756. the houſehold to the prince of Poland, was arreſb- 
n and conducted to Cuſtrin, . 


ne ware wist impoſed by Frodbelck 
on the Saxons. When two bridges were thrown 
over the Elbe by his directions, he ordered the 
ſeveral diſtrifts of the clectorate of Saxony to ſup- 
ply him with a great mumber of waggons, each 
drawn by four horſes. The circles of -Miſnia and 
Leiplic were enjoĩned to furniſh four hundred each 
and the other circles in proportion. - St 


1 . . 0 6 14 4 , 1 
ay : * 95 1 F 4.4 
5 Smollett, ut fopra, p. 119, 120 
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2 and Frenth armits, af- 
fend to an Egan me kivg of Praia,” at "the 
opening of the campdign 'of 1750. E alt 
prtparatiams. Hr enters Bobemid' at the bad of 4 
Lure army.—Battle of Prague. Death of mareſchul 
© Schtverin.—The king lays fiege to 4 — wy F 
Mk oe un 
Miner 13> Arten Moe £ ee e 
Ar beginning of th year 15755, the king * 
of Pruſſia went for a ſhort time to Berlin, Fu 4 
and afterwards returned again to Dreſden, accom- 1757. 
panied by his brother, prince Henry. During the 
winter, Frederick had exerted himſelf, with the 
moſt unremitting aſſiduity, in making ſuch pre- 
parations, as would enable him to open the enſuing 
campaign with vigour; and the army which he 
had aſſembled amounted to more than two hun- 
dred thouſand men. But the arnues, which were 
collected by the great powers that were united 
againſt him, were computed to be more than three | 
times that number. The army of the empreſi- | 
queen had been augmented to one hundred and | 
eighty thouſand men ; but ſhe reſolved to a& only | 
on the defenſive, until her allies could take the | 
field. She then flattered herſelf, that the Pruſſian 
monarch would be obliged to divide his forces into 
1 | 0 


— 
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1 4 ſo many bodies, that he would be unable, any 
A. D. Where, to make a vigorous reſiſtance **, 

Tux Ruſſian army, under mareſchal Apraxin, 
which amounted to more than eighty thouſand 
men, had proceeded towards the borders of Li- 


Wo | thuania, with a deſign/ to invade Ducal Pruſſia, 
1 whilſt a ſtrong fleet was equipped in the Baltick, to 
. aſſiſt the operations of this army. The Ruſſians 
4 knew, that the country which they were to paſs 
= through, .in their way to Lithuania, would be un- 
wie to afford proviſions for their ſubſiſtence ; and 
& 4] *+,..--- they had, therefore, taken care to furniſh them- 
4 *% ſelves with proviſions for their march thither ; but 
3 | *. they afterwards depended upon the reſources which 
N wee expected to find in Lithuania, upon their ar- 
14 rival in that country. When they reached the 
4 borders of that province, and their proviſions were 


nearly exhauſted, they found themſelves ſuddenly 
and unexpectedly unable to procure ſupplies, either 
to return back, or to proceed forward. For the 
king of Pruſſia, with great foreſight and ſagacity, 
had fecured plenty to himſelf, and diſtreſs and 
famine to his enemies, by buying up all the corn 
and forage of the country, intq which the Ruſſians 
were entering: and by this dextrous management 
he effectually retarded, for a conſiderable time, the 
progreſs of the Ruſſian army “. | 


„ Hift, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 263. 
8 n Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 178, 119. . 
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Tur king of France, in order to convince the 4 
empreſs- queen that ſhe had acted wiſely, in con- A; B. 
necting herſelf with the houſe of Bourbon, formed 1757. 


two great armies. The firſt conſiſted of nearly 
eighty thouſand men, the flower of the French 
troops, attended with a vaſt train of artillery, and 
was commanded by mareſchal d' Etrees, a general 
of great reputation; under whom ſerved M. de 
Contades, M. Chevert, and the count de St. Ger- 
main, all officers of high. character. This formi- 
dable army paſſed tue Rhine, and marched by 
Weſtphalia, in order to invade the king of Pruſſia's 
dominions, in quality of allies to the empreſs- 
queen, and guardians of the liberties df the em- 
pre. But a principal part of cheir deſign - wis 20 
invade Hanover, a ſcheme which they knew would 
from the proſecution of the war in other parts of the 


world, where the ſtrength of France eduld not be 
fully exerted, and where ſome of their moſt im- 


portant intereſts were at ſtake. The other army 
of the French, which was commanded by the prince 


de Soubiſe, conſiſted of twenty-five thouſand men, 


beſides ſix thouſand Bavarians, and four thouſand 


Wirtembergers 5. , This army was intended to 
ſtrengthen the army of the empire, which was 
raiſed to put into execution the imperial ſentence 
againſt the king of Pruſſia. The circles of the 
_ 33 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 116, 117. Annual Regiſter, vol. 
L p. 14, 15, Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 260, 261. 
Vor. II, | F empire 
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Cnar. empire had been ordered to furniſh FREE 
P-; 4 gents of men and money to put this ſentence in 
1757- execution; but the contingents were collected flow. 
ity, and the troops were badly compoſed ; fo that 
the army of execution would probably not have 
been ſoon able to act, had it not been for the aſſiſt. 
ance afforded under the prince de Soubiſe. 
Is conformity to the defenſive ſyſtern, which had 
1 been adopted by the court of Vienna, till they ſup- 
94 | | poſed their allies would be enabled to take the field, 
is the Auſtrian army was diſtributed by mareſchal 
Brown into four different corps. The firſt, com- 0 
manded by the duke of Aremberg, was poſted at . 
Epra ; the ſecond, under the mareſchal himſelf, at c 
Budin ; che third, under count Konigſeg, at Reich- N 
| 
| 
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enberg; and the fourth, under count Serbelloni, 
in Moravia . By this diſpoſition mareſchal Brown, 
who commanded in chief, imagined that he ſhould 
be able to ſtop the propreſs of the king of Pruſſia, 
if he ſhould e into che e | 
Bohemia. | 
Ir was 4 the maxim of Frederick, to re- | 
move the war as much as poſſible from his om | 
dominions, and to carry it on in the territories of | 
his enemies. Accordingly, notwithſtanding the | 
different armies which were aſſembled againſt him, 
he reſolved to enter into Bohemia, as ſpeedily x 
the ſeaſon would admit. But he previouſly viſited 
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al the poſts which his troops poſſeſſed in-Silefis, 
and gave the neceflary orders for their ſecurity.” 

At Neiſs, he ſettled with mareſchal Schwerin the 
general plan of the operations of the enſuing cam- 
paign ; and it was there agreed, that the mareſchal's 
army in Sileſia, which conſiſted of fifty thouſand 
men, ſhould have in conſtant view the motions of 
the royal army, by which its own were to be re- 
gulated, that they might both act in concert, as | 
circumſtances ſhould require *. 

In the month of April, the king of Pruffia 
cauſed his armies in Saxony, Miſnia, Luſatia, and 
Sileſia, to enter Bohemia by four different and 
oppoſite routes, and nearly at the ſame time, The 
firſt of theſe he commanded in perſon, afliſted by 


mareſchal Keith; the ſecond was led by prince 


Maurice of Anhalt-Deſſau; the third by prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick Bevern; and the fourth 


by mareſchal Schwerin. Mareſchal Schwerin's 


army entered Bohemia on the eighteenth of April, 


in five columns, at as many different places. The 


deſign was ſo well concerted, that the Auſtrians 


had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the approach of the 


Pruſſians till they were paſt the frontiers, and then 
they filled the dangerous defile- of Gulder-Oelſe 


with pandours, to diſpute that paſſage ; but they 


were no ſooner diſcovered, than two battalions of 


Pruflian grenadiers attacked them with their bayo- 
nets fixed, and routed them. The prince of An- 


53 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 719. 
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- halt paſſed the frontiers. from Miſnia, and pene. 
AL trated i into Bohemia on the twenty-firſt of April, 


| r7 $7- : 


without meeting with any oppoſition. The prince 
of Bevern, who entered with the corps under his 
command from Lufatia, defeated, on the fame 
day, a body of twenty-eight thouſand Auſtrians 
who oppoſed him. Frederick himſelf prepared to 
enter Bohemia at a great diſtance from the corps 
commanded by theſe generals; and as he ſeemed 
diſpoſed to march towards Egra, the enemy ima- 
gined that he intended to execute ſome deſign dif. 
tinct from the object of his other armies. With 


this idea they detached a body of twenty thouſand 


men to obſerve his motions. The king of Pruſſia, 


finding that this feint had all the effect that he in- 
tended, made a ſudden and maſterly movement to 
his left, by which he cut off all communication 


between that detachment and the main army of the 
Auſtrians. He then puſhed on with the utmoſt 


_ rapidity towards Prague, near which city the Auſ- 


trian army was now encamped, under the com- 
mand of Es n of Lorrain, and mareſcha 
Brown. 

Tux Auſtrian army, which had been lating 


| ts the army of Moravia, by the remains of the 
corps lately defeated by the prince of Bevern, and 


by ſeveral regiments of the garriſon of Prague, 


amounted nearly to one hundred thouſand men. 
They were ſtrongly entrenched on the banks of the 


Moldaw, to the north of PRAOUE, in a camp ſo 
fortified 
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fortified by every advantage of nature, and every * 
contrivance of art, as to be deemed almoſt im- A. B. 


pregnable. The left wing of the Auſtrians, thus 


and the right extended as far as Herboholi 5. : 

Taz king of Pruſſia having reſolved to attack: 
the Auſtrian army, notwithſtanding its numbers, 
and the advantage of its ſituation, paſſed the Mol- 
daw, at Selez, on the fifth of May, at eight o'clock 
in the morning. He was joined by the corps un- 


_ 


der mareſchal Schwerin, and his other troops, at 


four o'clock in the following morning, in conſe- 
quence of meaſures which had been concerted with 


that "_ LJ. The king and M. Schwerin had 


both 
3% Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 128-- 4122.5 HET" 
[r] In an account of the battle of PA, written by 


count Schwerin, adjutant-general to mareſchal Schwerin, are 


the following particulars relative to the junction of the troops 
under the king, and thoſe under the mareſchal, and to the 


commencement of the action: At two o'clock in the afternoon 


« his majeſty ſent Stutterheim, one of his adjutants, to the 
« mareſchal, with orders, that we, and the column commanded 
by general Winterfeldt, ſhould break up at twelve o'clock that 


night, and compaſs our march, ſo that the head of our columns 
* ſhould arrive, exactly at four in the morning, upon the heights | 
* of Broſiz, where his majeſty promiſed to be, on the right, by | 


« Tſchimniz, Theſe orders were executed with ſuch preciſion, 
* that our three columns arrived, at the place of rendezrous, at 
* four o'clock; and, at ſuch a diſtance from each other, as to 


* leave only the ſpace neceſſary to form the line. We did not 


meet with any -obſtacle, on our march, till we came to the 


' heights before Broſiz ; where Modena's regiment of horſe 2 


| va m 


ſituated, was guarded by the mountains of Ziſca, 


ys 
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both marched with extraordinary rapidity, in order 
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1757. 
—— 


. © 2000, paces beyond the village of Conradi, near Sterboboli. 


been 


EF er dragoons, and Feſteritz's huſſars, were poſted that 


night. Theſe fired upon our vanguard, and retired imme. 
„ diately, through Brofiz, to the left wing of their army. A 
« ſoon as the king had wiſhed the mareſchal and general Winter. 
© feldt a good morning, he rode, with theſe two generals, with. 
out any other eſcort than two of his adjutants, captain Platen, 
© lieutenant-colonel Oelſnitz, and myſelf, to one of the higheſt 
nils on the other fide of Brofiz, From hence we could dif. 
c Cover all the enettiy's camp very plain; the firſt and ſecond 


_ © line from one end to the other. His majeſty recomoitred it 


< with his ſpying-glaſs. When the enemy perceived ſeven or 
« eight perſons on the hill, he ſent us ſome four pounders, but 

7 without effect. His majeſty continued about an hour here, to 
examine their poſition, and how they were to be attacked, 
The enemy was poſted, with the left wing towards Prague, on 
the Ziſkaberg, behind the invalids: the right extended about 


6 Two hundred paces before their front, the mountains were {6 


"© ſteep and craggy, that no cavalry or artillery could poſſibly 


* aſcend them. At the foot of theſe mountains is a deep valley, 
which was entirely occupied by ſame huflars and Hungarian 
« infantry. The. mountains on our fide of the valley were no 
« leſs ſteep and craggy than the others. Notwithſtanding theſe 
+ difficulties, his majeſty was inclined to attack the enemy in 
« front. The mareſchal, on the contrary, repreſented to him 
the difficulty of the ground; the great march the troops had 
made; and the ſtrength of the enemy's poſition; who had 

covered the heights before their front with a prodigious quan- 
. « tity of heavy artillery. His majeſty, convinced by theſe rea- 
5 ſons, permitted the miteſchal to go and ſeek out ſome more 


convenient place to form the attack. Upon which his excel 


7 5 leney rode, full gallop, before the enemy's right, where the 
ground 
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been beſore joined by the prince of Bevern. But C 
when the junction was effected between the different 


7¹ 


D. 


Pruſſian corps, their army is ſaid to have been . 


much inferior in point of numbers to that of the 
Auſtrians. The Pruſſian monarch intended to 
have attacked the Auſtrian army in the front; but, 
by the perſuaſion of mareſchal Schwerin, he changed 


his deſign, and permitted that able general to make 


the attack on their right. 

Tus action commenced about eleven o'clock; 
when the Pruſſian cavalry having paſſed the dams, 
the Auſtrian generals perceived that the king's in- 


' tention was to attack their right flank. They, 
therefore, immediately ordered all their cavalry 


thither from the left. It came with great celerity, 


and was formed with that on the right in one hun- 
dred and four ſquadrons, in three lines, with in- 


tervals equal to the front of a ſquadron. This 


movement was made with ſo much promptitude, 


* ground on both ſides falls gradually, and where he perceived a 
* plain, before the enemy's right wing, near the village of 
Mieſia, where the infantry could paſs over the meadows, and 
* the cavalry and heavy artillery over the dams. As ſoon as 


the mareſchal had reconnoitred the ground, and given an 


* account of it to the king, orders were immediately given to 


© the three corps to move on the left. This was executed with 


* ſuch celerity, that the army, which had received the orders 


about nine o'clock, marched above four miles through very 


bad roads, and at half an hour paſt ten was formed; and at 
* eleven the battle began on the left wing. Lloyd's Hi. of 


the War, vol. I. p, 44, 45 
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that the prince of Schonaich, the Pruſſian lieute. 
-pant-general of horſe, who had only fixty-five 
ſquadrons, and was apprehenſive of being out- 
flanked, judged it neceſſary to attack the enemy 
inſtantly, without waiting for the cavalry of the 
right wing, which the king had ordered to rein. 
force him. The attack was accordingly made 
with great vigour; but the Pruſſian cavalry being 
outflanked by eight ſquadrons, was twice repulſed, 


in ſpite of its moſt ſtrenuous efforts. In the third 
attack, however, the Auſtrian cavalry was entirely 


broken, by the bravery of twenty ſquadrons of 
huffars, led on by general Ziethen, and puſhed 
with ſuch violence upon the grenadiers, as to throw 


them into confuſion v. 


Dunixc this ſhock of the cavalry, the Pruflian 
infantry of the left wing, under mareſchal ScywzRiN, 
advanced to a marſhy ground, by which they were 
ſuddenly ſtopped, and -which. threatened to dif- 
concert the whole plan of operations. In this 
emergency, the mareſchal immediately took the 
colours of the regiment into his own hand, and 
boldly entered the moraſs, crying out, Let all 


c brave Pruſſians follow fue.” Animated by the 


example of their great and venerable commander, 


who is faid to have been now eighty-two years of 


age [I, all the troops preſſed forward, and their 
ardour 

37 Hift. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 267, 268. | 
[un] This is the account generally given of mareſchal 
Schyrerin's age at the time of his death; but general Lloyd fays, 
that 


iy 


& 8. A A KS RR FAS A A 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 
ardour did not abate, till they had totally,d 


the Auſtrians, - But, unſortunately, .mareſchal Fe 
SCHWERIN had not advanced far towards the enemy, 1757 
before he received ſeveral bullets; One in the 1 — 


another in the heart, and three in other parts of the 


body s. He fell inſtantly from his horſe, without 


the leaſt ſigns of life; and general Manteufel took 
the colours out of his hand, and gaye them to the 
enſign. - But that officer had - ſcarcely received 
them, when a cannon ball came, and killed him 
on the ſpot 59. Soon after the death of mareſchal 
Schwerin, prince Henry, the king's. brother, diſ- 
mounted from his horſe, and, heading his brigade, 
was the firſt that climbed a mountain, and took 
poſſeſſion of a battery, by which the Pruſſian troops 
had been greatly annoyed “. 
Tux king of Pruſſia expoſed himſelf to the fire 
of the enemy with the utmoſt intrepidity, and 
greatly contributed, by his own conduct, to the 
defeat of the Auſtrians. At a time when the 


that he was born On the 26th of October, 1684 ; and if this date 
be right, the mareſchal, when he was killed, was only in his 
ſerenty-third year. This, however, was a great age, to ex- 
hibit ſo much activity, ardour, and preſence of mind, as were 
manifeſted by mareſchal Schwerin on this memorable occaſion. 


53 Account of the action written by count Schwerin, pub- 
liſhed in Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War, P- 46. 

59 Id. ibid. 

Account of the battle of Prague, written by a Pruſſian 
officer to hig friend in Holland, and publiſhed in the Gentle- 


man's Magazine, vol. XXVII. p. 279. 
Auſtrian 
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* Auſtrian right wing had obtained a conſiderable 
AB. advantage over the Prufſians, and, in the ardour 


bayonets, was obliged to take refuge in Prague. 


ef Pruſſia was exrencly unexpected ]; but the 


* army made forced marches on that day, as they had done the 


| 1757- of purfuit, had advanced fo far as to leave an open. 


ing between the Auſtrian right and left” wing, 
Frederick inftantly availed himſelf of the favour. 
able opportunity to occupy the vacant place. By 


"this mancruvre he ſeparated the two wings of the 


enemy from each other; and, at the ſame time, 
by an additional ſtroke of generalſhip, he ordered 
a body of troops to poſſeſs the ground on which 


| his own left wing had ſtood: fo that when the 


Auſtrian right wing was forced back by the Pruſ- 
ſians, it found itſelf furrounded, and retreated in 
confuſion towards Maleſchitz and Brſchowitz ; while 
the left wing, which was furiouſly attacked by the 
Pruſſian infantry, under prince Henry, with fixed 


The center of the Auſtrians was alſo broken, after 

an obſtinare conteſt, and driven into the fame city, 

and this completed the victory of the Pruſſians. 
Taz attack of the Auſtrian army by the king 


Auſtrians 


[x] In an account of this battle, written by a Pruſſian officer 
to his friend in Holland, is the following paſſage : Ide 
* Auſtrian generals had no apprehenſions of an attack on the 
« fixth of May. Their cavalry were, on that day, out a forag- 
* ing. Their whole camp was quiet, and the ſoldiers boiled the 
pot. They had not the leaſt doubt, bat that, on the fifth, 
mareſchal Schwerin's army was many miles off. But this 


* Ca) 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 74 

Auſtrians were ſtrongly poſted, and it was 4 very Cp. 
| long and obſtinate engagement. It continued for A. B. 

ſeven hours; and the numbers that were killed 177 
and wounded on both fides amounted to more 
than twenty thouſand men, Upwards of four 
thouſand priſoners were taken by the Pruſſians, 
together with ten ſtandards, two hundred and fifty 
pieces of cannon, and all the tents and baggage of 
the Auſtrians, with their military cheſt. The 
Pruſſians had three thouſand killed, and double 
that number wounded ; and the loſs of the Auſtri- 
ans, in killed and wounded, is ſuppoſed to have been 
about twelve thouſand. Among thoſe who were 
killed on the fide of the Pruſſtans, beſides mareſ- 
chat Schwerin, were the prince of Holſtein Beck 
and general D'Amitel; and, on the fide of the 
Auſtrians, mareſchal Bron received a wound, of 
which he afterwards died at Prague. ; | 
5 « day before; and having arrived in their camp at midnight, 
© unſpeakably fatigued, received that very inſtant orders to 
« advance near ten Engliſh miles farther; where, juſt at day» 
break, they were joined by the king, who, without allowing 
his troops the leaſt repoſe, immediately began the attack. 
The enemy had not a moment to ſtrike their tents; ſo that, 
« after the victory, all their field furniture and baggage, and all 
their carriages, fell into our hands. The huſſars of Ziethen 
have divided the military cheſt. This officer, ſpeaking after- 
wards of the king's behaviour during the action, ſays, His 
* majeſty expoſed his perſon to the fierceſt cannc nading, with an 
air of unconcern, which made thoſe tremble lor his life, 
' whom it animated to riſk their own.” Gent. Mag, vol. 
XXVII. p. 278. 
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certainly poſſeſſed uncommon military talents; and 


NMEMOIRS OF 
MaxkschAL SCHWERIN, who was killed in this 
action, is ſtiled, in the account of it publiſhed at 
Berlin, © the greateſt general of his time.“ He 


the circumſtances and manner of his death, at 
ſuch an advanced age, reflect luſtre on his memory. 
The king was chiefly indebted to him for his victory 
at Molwitz, where the mareſchal received two con- 
ſiderable wounds. General Lloyd ſays of him, 


that he was rather a little ſized man; he had, 


© however, a martial look; loveg the ſoldiers, and 
© was very careful of them; and was, therefore, 
much beloved by them: and though he, on ſome 
© occaſions, was very hot, in all his expeditions he 
© knew how to combine the greateſt bravery with 
© the greateſt prudence ®*,* The king erected a 


marble ſtatue of him at Berlin, in the ſquare called 


Place Guillaume, where the ſoldiers were daily exer- 
ciſed. In the garriſon church of Berlin is alſo a 
monumental picture of him, in which he is fe- 
preſented dying, and embracing victory, by whom 
he is crowned. The colours, which he had in his 
hand when he was killed at the battle of PR Aux, 
are leaning againſt him“ [o]. | | 
' Ar ren 


229 Lloyd's «itory of the War in Germany, vol. I. Pte 
62, Thid. p. 42. 
. 63 Burney's Preſent State of Muße in Geaminys4 c. vol. * 
p. 105, 106. 
[9] Mareſchal Schw ſtudied * time at Leyden; 
and, in 1999, ſerved i in a Dutch regiment, of which his unck 
E. was 
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Arrzx the defeat of the Auſtrians at Prague, 1 
near fifty thouſand of them took ſnelter in that 208 AD. 


I . 
city. 757. 


was commander. In 8 year 1705, he was a captain of in- 
fantry. His uncle afterwards quitting the Dutch ſervice, he 
did the ſame; and, in 1706, he was made a lieutenant-colonel 
in the ſervice of the duke of Mecklenburgh, The following 
year he was advanced to the rank of colonel. ' In 171, he was 
ſent by the duke of Mecklenburgh to Charles XII. king of 
Sweden, who was then at Bender, and he continued with that 
prince a year, On his return, he was made a brigadier; and, 
in 1718, a major-general, In 1719, he commanded the Meck- 
lenburgh troops at the battle of Walmſmoelen, where he ob- 
tained the victory. He afterwards entered into the Pruffian ſer- 
rice as a major-general; in 1731, was advanced to the rank of 
Leutenant-general; and the following year was made a knight 
of the order of the black eagle. In 1739, he was, made a gene- 
ral of infantry ; and, in 1740, a field-mareſchal, 
Voltaire inti mates, that the king of Pruſſia was not à little 
diſpleaſed, that mareſchal Schwerin ſhould have gained the 
yvidory at Molwitz, after he had quitted the field. The 
« conquering general, he ſays, © was. very near being diſ- 
« graced.“ He alſo mentions an inſtance of the king being 
extremely offended with the mareſchal, for remonſtrating againſt 


his heayy exactions in Sileſſa. The Sileſian nobility,” ſays 


Voltaire, * are fo cruelly oppreſſed, that they ſucceflively 
4 abandon the country, leaving behind them what they cannot 
e — away. le is reported, that mareſchal Schweria took the 


1. 1 


« you have a 2 to keep it, you draw a great deal too 
* much.” Frederick turned his back to him, and never for- 
gare him that ſpeech.” "Whatever truth there may be in theſe 
ſtories of Voltaire, it is certain, that the king of Pruſſia had à 
fry high opinion of the military abilities of mareſchal Schwerin, 
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Cuar; cy. The Pruſſan monarch immediately in- 


. veſted the city on both fides of the river, himſdf 
1757- commanding on one fide, and mareſchal Keith on 


p. 58. 


che other. In four days the whole city was fur. 


rounded with lines and intrenchments, by which 
all communication from without was entirely cut 
off. Prince Charles of Lorrain, the two princes of 
Saxony, the prince of Modena, the duke d' Arem. 
berg, and count Lacy, were among thoſe ſhut up 
within the walls. It has been conſidered as ex- 


traordinary, by military men, that the king of 


Pruſſia ſhould have thought ĩt poſſible to reduce an 
army of fifty thouſand men, in ſuch an extenſive 
town as Prague, with an army ſo little ſuperior as 
his own. But he was of a temper that prompted 
him to bold attempts; and he flattered himſelf, 
that as Prague was very populous, the addition to 
the inhabitants of ſo numerous a garrifon, would 


make the reduction of the place by famine the 


more certain. He did not, however, rely ſolely 
upon this, but prepared to bombard the town, 
and great confidence in them. On, one occaſion he had ace 
quainted the mareſchal, that he ſhould have forty thouſand 
men, which he was to have under his command for à particular 
ſervice. 'The mareſchal looking over a paper, which contained 
an account of the troops, told the king, that he could make out 
only thirty. thouſand, <* Oh, well,” replied Frederick, © it 
** is forty thouſand, including yourſelf.” 

„ Lloyd's Hiſt, of the . ju . 1 de 
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On the tweaty-manth of May, at midnight, after a Cuar.- 
dreadful ſtorm of rain and thunder, on the fignal-of A. . 

a rocket, four Pruſſian batteries, which diſcharged 757+ 
every twenty-four hours two hundred and eighty. 
eight bombs, beſides a vaſt multitude of red hot 
balls, began to pour deſtruction on the city, whach. 
was ſoon in flames in every part, The garriſon 
made a vigorous defence, and two well conducted 
and deſperate allies : but they were repulſed with 
great loſs. After the conflagration had laſted three 
days, and conſumed a prodigious number of build- 


ings, the principal magiſtrates, burghers, and 


clergy, perceiving their city on the point of being IE 


reduced to an heap of rubbiſh, beſought the com- 
mander in a body to hearken to terms. But he 
was deaf to their ſolicitations ; and drove out twelve 
thouſand of ſuch of the inhabitants, as were leaſt 
uſeful in defending the city. Theſe, by order of 
the king of Pruſſia, were again forced back; which 
ſoon produced ſo great a ſcarcity of proviſions 
within the walls, that the Auſtrians were reduced 
to the neceſſity of eating horſe-fleſh, forty horſes 
being daily diſtributed to the troops, and the ſame 
food fold at four-pence a pound to the inhabitants. 
Such was the wretched condition of the city of 
Prague at the beginning of the month of June; 
and the affairs of the empreſs- queen now ſeemed 
to be in @ very critical, and almoſt deſperate 
— Her principal commanders were coop- 
| | ed 
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CHAP. XXI. 1 2 


Mareſchal Daun * under his . 4. truops 
of the empreſs-queen,—He defeats the Pruſſian mo- 
narch at the battle of Kalin.—PFrederick raiſes the 
ſiege of Prague, and retires into Saxony. —The town 


J Zittas attacked by the Auſtrians, and nearly de- 


ftroyed.—The prince of Pruffia leaves the army. 
The French make ibemſelvat maſters of Cleves, 


Meurs, Gueldres, and E and of the elefto- 
rate of Hanover. J 51150 


of the year 1757, with the moſt conſummate 
military ſkill; and, in the battle of PRAOux, had 
gained a ſignal victory over the Auſtrians. Indeed, 
the manner in which he opened his campaigns, has 
been particularly admired by military men. Ma- 
jor-genetal Lloyd ſays, that © no general has ever 
opened the different campaigns with more great» 
* neſs or preciſion than the king of Pruſſia. His 
© quarters were ſo diſpoſed, that it was ſcarcely 

© poſſible, from thence, to gueſs at his intentions; 
* a5 he could, ſeemingly, with equal facllity, form 
every different enterprizes. From whence it al- 
* ways happened, that he began his operations with 


great views, celerity, and exactneſs; and, when 


© his troops were attacked in their quarters, they 
© always aſſembled'1 in the places appointed, vithout 
Vor. II. < ever 


F HE king of Pruſſia had opened the 2 Char. 
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E _ having ſuffered any conſiderable loſs : which 
A. D. is the more extraordinary, as he had very few 
1757. © light troops, eſpecially in the beginning“. 


Bur though Frederick had hitherto been thus 
 fucceſeful, yet he was now about to ſuſtain a conſi- 
derable reverſe of fortune. This was chiefly occa- 
ſioned by the appearance, on the theatre of war, 


of a new general, LzoyoLD count Daux, who 


was now appointed to command the Auſtrian 
troops. He had never commanded in chief be- 


fore; but he had been formed, by a long courſe of 


experience, in various parts of Europe, and under 
the ableſt generals. Though of an illuſtrious de- 
ſcent, he had riſen to his preſent rank by the ſlow 


gradation of mere merit, without any aſſiſtance 


from court favour [y]. He had under his com- 
Dy" A | mand 
_ © Hiſtory of the War in Germany, vol. I. p. 51. 

[x] Count Daux was born in 1695, at Knin, a ſmall city 
fituated upon a branch of the Moldaw, about ten leagues from 
Progue, His father, Joſeph count Daun, was of the imperial 
family; and his mother was daughter of count Konigſegg. At 


ber marriage, her portion was five thouſand florins, and the 
little city of Konigſegg. The young count was not brought 


up in the manner uſual to perſons of his rank : he had few in- 
dulgencies, and his food was coarſe, and his clothes plain, He 


always went bare-headed ; he was ſent to ſchool with other boys 
of his own age; and with them he was fuffered to ramble about 


the woods, and to clamber up precipices, according to the 
cuſtom of the country. He was educated at Kolin, and the 
2 which he moſt delighted were Juſtin and Quintus Cur 
jus, particularly the latter. At the age of fourteen he wa 
92 - _ 
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23 
mand a large body of troops from Moravia, and 2 


received orders, before the battle of Prague, to A. B. 


join the main Auſtrian army near that city, W 

he arrived within a few miles of Prague, he re- 
ceived information of the victory, which had been 
obtained by the king of Pruſſia only the day be- 
fore. Orders were afterwards ſent to him from the 


ſent to the army in Flanders, and learned the firſt rudiments of 
the art of war under prince Eugene, He was a volunteer at the 
battle of Malplaquet ; and his perſonal bravery being then much 
taken notice of by the famous count Kevenhuller, he was ho- 
noured after the battle with a ſtandard in the regiment of Keyller, 
which he kept till the year 1717, when prince Eugene gave a 
total defeat to the Turks, at the battle of Peterwaradin. He 
had then ſtudied for fix years the arts of gunnery and fortifica- 
tion; and it is alſo faid, that there was ſcarcely a village in 
Germany, Bohemia, or; Hungary, wich the fituation and 
importance of which he was not accurately acquainted, 

After the battle of Peterwaradin, be advanced, by prince 
Eugene, to be a captain of dragoons; and, three years after, 
he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, He was 
preſent at the ſiege of Philipſburgh in 1734; and it was under 
his direction, that the cannon. was fired by which mareſchal 
Berwick was killed; though he regretted the death of that gene- 


ral, both on account of his military talents, and his virtues as a 


man. Count Daun ſerved in the Auſtrian army as a colonel of 
dragoons, in the firſt war that broke out between the king of 
Pruſſia and the empreſs- queen; and at the battle of Dettingen 
de commanded ſome Hungarians againſt the French. In 1745, 
he was made a general of infantry ; and in 1751, he was com- 
mandant wn In 1753, be was made a knight of the 
golden fleece; and, in 1754, was promoted to the rank of field- 
mareſchal, He was « middle ber man, agd of a countenance 


remarkably engaging,” 
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2 court of Vienna, to act as he ſhould judge moſt 
A. D. advantageous for the ſervice of the empreſs- queen. 
1757+ He collected the fugitive corps and broken remains 


part of his army, while he kept Prague blocked up 


of the Auſtrian army, and ſoon drew together a 
force ſo conſiderable, as to attract the notice of the 


king of Pruſſia, who detached the prince of Bevem 


with twenty battalions, and thirty ſquadrons, to at- 


tack him before numbers ſhould render him formi- 
dable. But count Daun was too prudent to give 


battle, with diſpirited troops, to an army fluſhed 


with victory. He retired, when he received in- 
formation that the Pruſſians were advancing, and 
took poſt at Kol iI. Here he intrenched himſelf 


ſtrongly, and his army ſoon grew more numerous 
by the ſuccours, which the court of Vienna exerted 


all their power to ſend him; and he inſpired the 


garriſon of Prague with freſh courage, in expecta- 


tion of being ſoon relieved. He divided the Prul- 


ſian force, by obliging the king to employ near 


half his army in watching his deſigns ; he weaken- 


ed his efforts againſt Prague, and harraſſed him by 


cutting off his convoys; and, by degrees, he re- 


ſtored the languiſhing and almoſt deſponding ſpirit 
of the Auſtrian troops. | 

Tux king of Pruſſia was fully ſenſible of the 
dangerous tendency to himſelf of the conduct of 
count Daun. He, therefore, determined, at all 
events, to attempt to diſlodge him from his poſt. 
He accordingly prepared to attack him with one 
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with the other. The Auſtrians now amounted to = 
ſixty.. thouſand men; and they were deeply en- A. B. 

trenched, and defended by a numerous train of. 1757. 6 
artillery, placed on redoubts and batteries erected 


on the moſt advantageous poſts. Every acceſſible 
part of the camp was fortified, and defended with 
heavy pieces of. batxering cannon, and the foot of 
the hills ſecured by difficult defules. Yet ſtrong as 
this ſituation was, and numerous as che Auſtrians 
were, Frederick undertook to diſlodge! them with 
2 body of horſe and foot not exceeding-thirty-two 
thouſand men 7. It is ſaid;, that mareſchal Keith 
ſtrongly diſſuaded him againſt this attempt; but 
the king could not be prevailed upon to deſiſt from 
his purpoſe ; and was not yet ſufficiently acquainted 
with the military talents of the general . om 
he was about to encounter 

Ir was on the eighteenth of June, DS hw 

o'clock: in the afternoon, that the king, of Pruſſia 
began. the attack of the Auſtrians at Kolix, under 
count Daun. The Pruſſian, infantry marched up 
to the heights. on which the Auſtrians were poſted, 
and attacked their firſt line with great jntrepidity. 
They drove them from two eminences ſecured with 
heavy, cannon, and from two villages defended by 
ſcyeral batteries. But, in attacking the third emi- 
nence, they were flanked. by the Auſtrian cavalty; 
the Auſtrian grape ſhot alſo poured like hall upon 
the Pruſſians ; and after. a violent conflict, and a 
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_ Cina?- prodigious loſs of men, they were thrown into dif. 


25 order. Animated with the prefence of their king, 
2 the Pruſſians, however, ſoon rallied, and returned 


with double ardour to the charge. But they were 
4 ſecond time repulſed. Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick greatly diſtinguiſned himſelf in the 


action; and ſeven times did the Pruſſians return 


to the attack; but without ſucceſs: The inferiority 
of the Pruſſian infantry, the difadvantages - of 
ground,” where the cavalry eould not act, the 
advaiitageous ſituation of the Auſtrlans, their 
numerous artillery, their intrenchments, and num- 
bers, joined to the ſkill and conduct of their gete- 
ral; all conſpired to defeat the hopes of the Pruf: 
fans, to furmount their valour, and to compel 
them to retreat: The king Himſelf, at the head of 
his cavalry, made one furious and concluding 
charge. Every effort was miade, but every thing 
proved unſuceeſsful. At laſt; aſter expoling his 
perſon in the moſt dangerous ſituations; Frederick 


drew off his forces from the field of battle; and te- 


tired in ſuch good order, in ſight of the enemy, as 


prevented a purſuit, or the Joſs of his artillery and 


baggage Sli 122 
Tx loſs of the Pals in U Kühe wounded, 


and priſoners, in the battle of Korrx, was about 
fourteen thouſand ; and the 16 of the Auſtrians, 


in killed and wounded, was tomputed to be more 
than eight Miouſand;” Mareſchat Daun had & horſ 
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killed under him, and received two wounds in the Grad 


action; but they were neither of them dangerous. A, B. 
Tur Pruſſian army having retreated to -Nim- 757. 


burg, the king left the command to the prince of 
Bevern, and being eſcorted by twelve or fourteen 
huſſars, immediately ſet out for Prague, where he 
arrived the next morning without halting, after 
having been the whole preceding day on horſe- 
back. He gave inſtant orders for ſending off all 
his artillery, ammunition, and baggage; and theſe 
orders were executed with ſo much celerity, that 
the tents were ſtruck, and the army on their 
march, before the garriſon was informed of the 
king's defeat. But when the news of the battle 
arrived at Prague, prince Charles of Lorrain ſallied 
out with a large body of the Auſtrians, and attack- 
ed the rear of the Pruffians; though he: was no 
farther ſucceſsful againſt them, than by killing 
about two hundred of their men. The  fiege of - 
Prague being thus raiſed, the impriſoned Auſtrians - 
received their deliverer, count Daun, with the ut- 
moſt joy, and their united forces became greatly 
ſuperior to thoſe of the king of Pruſſia - 
Arrerx the battle of Rolin, Frederick very 
frankly acknowledged his own imprudence, in the 
attack which he had made upon the Auſtrian. gene- 
ral, when he was fo ſtrongly poſted, and with an 
inferior force. In a letter written by him at this 
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Cane: time to the earl-marſhal of Scotland [i, brother 
A. B. to mareſchal Keith, are the following paſſages; 
1757- < The imperial grenadiers are an admirable corps: 
one hundred companies defended a riſing ground, 

© which my beſt infantry could not carry. Ferdi. 
*.nand,” who commanded them, returned ſeven 
£ times to the charge; but to no purpofe. At firſt 
tt he maſtered a battery, but could not hold it, 
The enemy had the advantage of a numerous and 
$:well-ferved artillery. It did honour to Lichten- 
tein who had the direction of it. That of 
Pruſſia only can diſpute it with him. I had too 
:£: fewoeinfantry. All my cavalry were preſent, and 
-<:1dle fpectarors; excepting a bold puſh that I made 
with: my- houſehold troops, and ſome dragoons. 
Ferdinand attacked. without powder; the enemy, 

tun return, were not ſparing of theirs. They had 

the advantage of a riſing ground, of entrench- 

ments, and of a prodigious artillery. Several of 

| "X74 Groncn Keirn, Earl- Marſpal of Scotland! having 

engaged in the rebellion in 1715, and been preſent at the battk 

of Sheriffmuir, was afterwards attainted in parliament. He 

was much reſpected for his perſonal virtues, and was made by 

the king of Pruſſia governor, of Neuſchatel. He was likewiſe 


employed by the Pruſſian monarch as ambaſſador to France; 
and, by his interceſſion, received a pardon from king George 
II. for the ſhare he had in the rebellion of 171 5; and, m 1760, 
his attainder was reverſed. - After his pardon: had paſſed the 
feals, he, repaired to London, and was preſented to the king, 
by whom he was graciouſly received. But he ſoon after-re 
turned again to Berlin, and e the ſervice of the king 
of Pruſſia, 


" my 
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my regiments were repulſed by their muſquetry. One 
Henry performed wonders. I tremble for my A N 
« worthy brothers t they are too brave. Fortune 1757. 


© turned her back on me that day. I ought to 
have expected it. She is a female, and I am no 
„ gallant. In ſact, I ought to have had more in- 
fantry. Succeſs, my dear lord, oſten occaſions a 
deſtructive confidence. Twenty-four battalions 


vere not ſufficient to diſlodge ſixty thouſand men 


from an advantageous poſt. Another time we 
« will do better. What ſay you of this league, 
which has only the marquis of Brandenburgh for 
* to ſee his grandfon at war with the Ruſſians; the 
«Auſtrians, almeſt all Germany, and an hundred 
* thouſand French auxiliaries. I know not whether 
* it will be diſhonourable in me to ſubmit; but 1 
* am ſure that there will * 2 nn 
* vanquiſhing me. T ſy 

" Bes1DEs the lofs which the king: of Pruflia fuf. 
tained, in killed and wounded; in the battle of 
Kolin, he alſo loſt great numbers of his men by 


deſertion; and was, ſoon after, obliged to retreat 


towards Saxony. Having ſent his heavy” artillery 
and mortars up the Elbe to Dreſden, he fixed his 
camp on the banks of that river at Leitmeritz, 
where his main army was ſtrongly intrenched; 
whilſt mareſchal Keith, with the, et under wal 


o Lenden Chronicle vol. U. P- 385. _ Smollert, p. 139. 
| - command, 


go 
Cuar. command, encamped on the oppoſite ſhore; 4 
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=E free communication being kept open, by means of 
1757 a bridge. Detachments were ſent, at the ſame 


time, to ſecure the paſſes into Saxony. 

Tus poſition of the king of Pruſſia prevented 
the Auſtrians from being able to penetrate into 
Saxony by the way of the Elbe: they, therefore, 
moved, by flow marches, into the circle of Buntz. 


lau. On the fourteenth of July, a detachment 


from the main Auſtrian army ſuddenly attacked 


the important poſt of Gabel, ſituated between 


Boemiſh-Leypa, and Zittau; and took it after an 
obſtitiate defence, of thirty-ſix hours, made by the 
conſiſting: of four battalions, who were obliged to 


ſurrender priſoners of war. The Auſtrians then 


proceeded to Zittau, a trading town in the circle 
of Upper Saxony, where the Pruſſians had large 


magazines, and a conſiderable garriſon. The 


prince of Pruſſia was alſo in the neighbourhood 
with a body of troops; but they were too few in 
number to enable him to oppoſe the Auſtrians, 
Zittau belonged to the king of Poland as- ele&or 
of Saxony: but the Auſtrians, paying no regard to 
the inhabitants as friends or allies, but being de- 
termined to reduce the place, before the king of 
Pruſſia could march to its relief, they no ſooner 
arrived before it, than they bombarded and can- 
nonaded it with ſuch fury, that moſt of the garri- 
ſon, finding themſelves unable to reſiſt, made theit 
| ; eſcaps, 
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eſcape, and carried off as much as they: could'of Cn 
che magazines; leaving only three or four hundred 1 N 


men in the town, under colonel Dirickez w hold 
it out as long as poſſible. This he accordingly 
did, till the whole place was almoſt deſtroyed. A 
furious cannonading, which began on the twenty 
third of July, at eleven in the morning, laſted til 
five in the evening. In that - ſpace of time four 
thouſand balls, many of them red hot, were fired 
into the city, with ſo little intermiſſion, that it was 
ſoon ſet on fire in ſeveral places. In the confuſion; 
which. the conflagration. produced, the Auſtrians 
entered the town. The inhabitants then flattered 
themſelves, that they had nothing farther, to fear 
and that their friends, the Auſtrians, would aſſiſt 
than n neee, the flames, and in ſaving the 
But their expectations were miſerably diſ- 
gppoited. The Pandours and Sclavonians, wha 
ruſhed in with the regular Auſtrian troops, made 
no diſtinction between the Pruſſians and the inha- 
bitants of Zittau. Laſtead of helping to quench 
the flames, they began to plunder the warthouſes 
keg Big we not reached; ſo that all the 
valuable merchandize they contained was either 
carried off, or reduced to aſhes. Upwards of fix 

hundred houſes, and almoſt all the public build- 
ings, the Cathedrals of St. John and St. James, 
the orphan-houſe, eight. parſonage- houſes, eight 
ſchools, the town-houſe „the archives, and all the 
other documents of the town-council, the plate, 
(19 3 and 


92 


| wh and-more than four hundred citizens were killed in 
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ay. and other things of value, preſented to the tom 
* from time to time by emperors, kings, and other 
1757 princes: and noblemen, were entirely deſtroyed, 


this aſſault x]. Many others alſo, who were 

maimed and wounded, nne, 

the rums . 

As Auguſtus William,” the prince - royal of 
Pruſſia, commanded in the neighbourhood of Zit- 

tau, he was in ſome degree a witneſs to the de- 
ſtruction of the place, and was much affected with 
Ga diftreſs- of the inhabitants. This place was 


11 1 one account it is ſaid, * that the taking of Zittau wa 
© attended with many uncommon circumſtances of cruelty on one 
«© fide, and diftreſs on the other.“ The mothers; wives, and 
children of the merchants, were killed as they were fitting in 

« their chambers and nurſeries, by the bombs that fell through 
« the roofs af the houſes, Six hundred and twenty-three dwel- 
*ling-touſes, beſides warehouſes, were burnt to the ground. 
The ſtadthouſe alſo, with all the other public buildings, wer 

« deſtroyed; except the cathedral,” Which was ſo much damaged, 
* that it yr every moment expected to fall. The number of 
C citizens, of both ſexes, that were killed in this aſſault, amounts 
* to more than four hundred, not reckoning thoſe that were 

buried under the ruins, or "bruiſed, burnt, and otherwiſe 
« wounded, by the burſting of bombs, and the falling of houſes.) 
__ Mag. vol. XX VII. p. 379. Another account , ſays, 

inety perſons have been dug out of the ruins. Pr. Stroume- 
0 hey s widow, with her whole family, confiſti of fourteen 
* perſons, and fixty-four others, were found mes, in ri 
houſes. Lond. Chronicle, vol. II. P. 190. Ma 
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Frieſland. In the month of April, the duke of 
Cumberland was ſent over, from England, to 
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chiefly deſtroyed by the Auſtrians ; but the prince Cn 
is ſaid about this time to have made ſome ſtrong Fa 4 
repreſentations to his brother upon the calamities 175% 


with which the preſent war was attended; which 
gave the king ſo much offence, that he told the 
prince, * That the air of Berlin would be better 
« for him than that of the camp.” He quitted the 
army ſoon after, and retired to Berlin, where he 
died the following year. He is reported to have 
much diſapproved of the conduct of his brother at 
the commencement of the war, and to have re- 


monſtrated with him upon the ſubject. Baron 


Bielfeld ſpeaks highly of the many excellent quali- 
ties of this prince; and Dr. Smollett ſays, chat 
« none was ever more remarkable for humanity 
« and the ſocial virtues; that “ he diſliked the 
« violent proceedings of the king his brother; 
and that © grief, and concern for the welfare of 
« his brother, and for the ſteps taken by him, had 
« no ſmall ſhare in his death ..“. 

Taz French army, under the.command of the 
prince de Soubiſe, having paſſed the Rhine, that 
general had, early in the campaign, made himſelf 
maſter of Cleves, Meurs, and Gueldres; whilft a 
detachment, from the army of mareſchal d'Etrees, 
had ſeized upon the 'town of Embden, and what- 
ever elſe belonged to the king of Pruſſia in Eaſt 
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* command an army of obſervation, as it was ſtiled, 
A. B. and which was intended for the defence of Hanover. 
1757 This army confifted of nearly forty thouſand Hef. 
| fians and Hanoverians, together with a few reg. 
ments ſent by the king of Pruſſia, but which were 
chiefly compoſed of Saxons. With this army the 

duke of Cumberland attempted in vain to obſtrud 

the progreſs of mareſchal d'Etrees ; and, after ſome 
unſucceſsful ſkirmiſhes, he was obliged to retire 
behind the Weſer, and the French paſſed that river 
without oppoſition 7%. The duke continued to re- 

treat before mareſchal d'Etrees, till he reached the 
village of Haſtenbeck. Having choſen an adyan- 
tageous poſt, he there attempted to make a ſtand, 

on the twenty-fifth of July; but being worſted, 
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| 
[ after a vigorous reſiſtance, he was obliged to quit 
his ſtation. He then retreated to Hamelen, where 
| he left a garriſon, then to Nienburg, and aſter- 
I wards to Hoya; in the neighbourhood of which 
1 town, after ſending away all his magazines, ſick, 
1 and wounded, he encamped, in order to cover 
1 Bremen and Verden, and to preſerve a communi- 
f cation with Stade, to which place the archives, and 
4 | RT ns of ly LO Grd 


moved. 

IMMEDIATELY: * FE babe Haſtenbeck 
the French fent a detachment of four thouſand men 
to lay under contribution the countries of Hanove 

and Brunfwick- Wolfenbuttel, as well as the duchic 


73 Hiſt, of Modern Europe, val. M. p. 262, of 
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of Bremen and Verden; and ſoon after the duke CH. 


de Chevreuſe was detached, with two thouſand 
men, to take poſſeſſion of the capital of the electo- 


rate of Hanover. He accordingly entered that 
city, and aſſumed the office of governor of it, on 


the ninth of Auguſt. The Hanoverian garriſon 
was diſarmed, but left at liberty to retire where 


they pleaſed. 
As the French were thus become maſters of 


dreaded concerning it had now taken place; and 
it was ſufficiently manifeſt, that his electorate had 
derived no ſecurity from his treaty with the king 
of Pruſſia, The landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, who 


Hanover, all that the king of Great Britain had 


XXI. 
A. D. 


1757. 


had a ſubſidy from Great Britain, took part alſo _ 


with the Pruſſian monarch ; but almoſt all the other 
German princes were united againſt him. Of the 
nine electors of Germany, the only one who en- 
gaged on the fide of the king of Pruſſia was the 
elector of Hanover; ſo little perſuaded were the 
generality of the German princes, that the conduct 
of the Pruſſian monarch had any tendency to pro- 
mote the intereſts of Germany. 
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| "CHAP. Nun. 

1» in Miemel taken by the Ruffians.—Frederick's dt. 

| claration on his dominions being invaded by the 
| Ruſſians.—Battle of Groſs Fagerſdorff.—Retreat if 

it | the Ruſſians. —The Swedes invade the Prufſian 

- dominions ; but are ſucceſsfully oppoſed by general 
Lebwald. Convention of nnn, 
tion of the king eng Britain. 
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Car. HE Ruſſian army, 1 by mareſchal 


= > Apraxin, which was intended to act againſt 


1757+ the king of Pruſſia, having been diſtreſſed for want 
of proviſions, and other neceſſaries, had been more 

than {ix months delayed upon its march; but in 

May the Ruſſian general [s] advanced with his 
army, in four columns, towards the frontiers of 
Pruſſia, Three of theſe columns paſſed through 
Poland, and the fourth through Samogitia, to- 
wards Memel. The laſt column was commanded 


fs] If an pede; which was publiſhed 8 mareſchal 
ArzAxIN at the time, was in any degree juſt, this general was 
not very well adapted for expeditious marches. The account 
to which I refer is the following : * The Ruſſian field-mareſchal 
* Apraxin is ſo monſtrouſly fat, that he can neither walk on 
* foot, nor ride on horſeback ; nor, without great difficulty, 
in a coach; ſo that he is always carried in a litter, and travels 
© only two leagues a day. Extract of a private letter from the 

Hague, publiſhed in the London Chronicle, vol, I. p. 72. 
by 
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FREDERICK: THE THIRD: 
by general 


ſervice, ſailed with a conſiderable fleet from:Revel, 
wich about nine thouſand :men- an board; in order 

to artack. Memel on the! ſea-fide;. while: general 
e 7 ey by land. They arrived be- 
fore Memel at the end of the month of June and; 
on che fifth of July, the place ſurrendered hy -capi- 
rulatign !4,, This conqueſt was of great.conſequence 


to the Ruſſians, as they could make. of it a 


venient place of arms, and, by mmeatis af their fleet; 


Y furviſh it with proviſtons and ſtores ſuſitient to 


ſupply their whole artuy, and thereby enable them 
to proſecute the operations of che cùhmH]ꝗ¹’ 1»! 

Bron the taking of Memel, the king oi Sruſſin 
and oppuſt the progreſs oſ the Niiſſianꝭ .. That 
general accordingly aſſembled his ara an the tuonth 
of June, and advanced to Inſterburg wich: corps 
fanher on towards Mernel. And hen the Prof 
han mong&h found, that the Ruſſiana απτπι˙nννZjẽ 
about to inrade his donumons; he ribliſhed u de- 
claration, in hich were ihr following, ꝙꝓaſſages 


It is ſufficiently knuumʒi that: the king f Nruſſia, 
after the example of his glorious :uncftorgrhes, 


t ever ſince his abceſſion to thercrown; laid it donn 


* Myjor-geoerd Eloy Hit of the wer iu Oed: 'vol. 


5 Ltd aut 221 em Lid gait 21 


9 


Fermor, and intended for the fiege-of S- 
Memel. To facilitate that enterpriae; admiral X. N 


of in 1757+ 
Lewis, an Engliſhman of reputation in the Ruſſian, *7 


w_ 
2 

3 

* 


— 
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Car: as a maxim, to ſeek the friendſhip of the imperial 
A. B. court of Ruſſia, and to cultivate it by every me. 
1757 ©thod. His Pruſſian majeſty hath had the. fatif. 
faction to live, for ſeveral ſucceſſive years, in the | 

c ſtricteſt harmony with the reigning empreſs; and 

| ©. this happy union would be ſtill ſubſiſting; if evil- 
minded potentates had not broken it by their ſecret 
ö machinations, and carried things to ſuch m 
f height, that the miniſters on both ſides have been 
© recalled; and the --correſpondence broken off. 
© However melancholy theſe circumſtances might 
©be fot the king, his majeſty was nevertheleſs moſt 
© attentive to prevent any thing that might increaſe 
| © the alienation of the Ruſſian court. He "hath 
th! been particularly careful, during the diſturbances 
li! < of the war that nom unhappily rages, to ayoid\ 
=. vhatever might involve him in a difference with 
that court; notwithſtanding the great grieyanect 
© which he hath to allege againſt it, and that it was 

| © publickly known, that the court of Vienna had at 
* laſt drawn that of Ruſſia into its deſtructive views, 

* arid made it ſerve as eee 
er ee Ions 
Hs majeſty E tte 
— by which the imperial court of Ruſſia 
hath been drawi into# meaſures ſo oppoſite tothe 
« empreſ's ſentiments; and Which would excite the 

© utmoſt indignation: of that great: princeſs, if the 

: wuth could be placed before her, pichourgiſgui 

© The — He ſuggeſted to her im. 
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' FREDERICK THE THIRD. 


t perial majeſty ſufficient means either to excuſe her . 


« taking no part in the preſent war, or to avoid, A. B. 
© ypon the juſteſt grounds, the execution of thoſe 1757. 


© engagements, Which the court of Vienna claimed 
© by a manifeſt abuſe of obligations, which they 


© employed to palliate their unlawful views. It 
* wholly depended upon the empreſs of Ruſſia to 
extinguiſh the flames of war, without-unſheathing 


© the ſword, by purſuing the meaſures ſuggeſted 
© by the king. This conduct would have immor- 


c talized her reign throughout all Europe. It 
© can be acquired by the greateſt triumphs. 
Tur king finds with regret, that all his pre- 
e caution and care to maintain peace with the Ruſ- 
© ſian empire are fruitleſs, and that the intrigues of 
© his enemies have prevailed. His mazeſty ſees all 
© the conſiderations of friendſhip and good neigh- 


© bourhood ſet aſide by the imperial court of Ruſſia, 
EIT week ä 


© power [7], againſt the inclination of that power, 
nme 


Uu rhe ans hee The Poles 
were at this time divided into parties, but they ſeemed in gene- 
ral inclined to remain neuter in the preſent war. They were but 
little inclined to embroil themſelves with the king of Pruſſia, in 
ſupport of their king, when they found that he was incapable of 
n 

1 . © attack 


9 


100 


| Cran. 
ANN. 


Ts. 


© rules, which are obſerved even in the midſt of 
war amongſt civilized nations. But if, contrary 


© and if, inſtead of that good order and rigamu 
diſcipline, which have hitherto been obſerved hy 


; ſuffer the provinces and ſubjects of Saxony to be 


powerful aſſiſtance to enable bim to anake bw 
< againſt them e of Bd 
i 74 Entick's Hil. of the War, vol. I. p. 406, 407+ 4 
409. 
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"Oe the king in his own 'dominions, and thu 
© taking part in a war in which his nen 
© yolved the Ruſſian empire. 

* In ſuch circurnſtances, the king ben eee 
© part to take, but to employ the power which God 
© hath entruſted to him in defending himſelf, pro- 
« recting his ſubjects, and repelling every unit 
c attack; His majeſty will never loſe ſight af the 


« to all hope and expectations, theſe rules ſhould be 
< violated by the troops of Ruſſia, if they commit 
< in the king's territories diſorders and exceſies, 
« diſallowed by the laws of arms, his majeſty muſt 
< not be blamed if he makes repriſals in-Saxony; 


© his army, avoiding all forts of violence, he find 
© himſelf forced, contrary to his inclination, to 


c treated in the ſame manner as his own | tepritories 
© ſhall be treated. As his majeſty is forced upon 
making his defence, he has room to hope wich 
confidence, that the Lord of hofts wil bleſs hs 
© righteous arms, that he will difappbint the vnjult 
© enterprizes of his enemies, and grant him hi 
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Tur whole Ruſſian army, under the command Car. 
of mareſchat Apraxin, united in the month of AD 
Auguſt on the river Ruſs, and thence advanced to- 1757- 
wards the Pregel. General Lehwald, on their ap- 
proach, quitted his camp at Inſterburg, and re- 
tired to Wehlaw, where he continued, till he re- 
ceived poſitive orders to hazard a battle, though = 
the Nuſſian army was much more than double in 
number to that of the Prufſians. Having recon- 
noitred the poſition of the Ruffians, who had paſſed 
the Pregeh, and were encamped at Gross Jaogrs- 

DORFF, near NoRKITTEN, general Lehwald at- 

ucked them on the thirtieth of Auguſt, at five 

o'clock in the morning. The Ruſſians were poſt- 

ed to the greateſt advantage, on and behind two 

almoſt inacceſſible mountains; the paſſage between 

which was alſo ſecured by a ſtrong coluthn of their 

regular troops. On the ſummits of the Hills were 

planted upwards of an hundred and forty pieces of 

cannon, on batteries ſo diſpoſed, that ſcarcely a 

poſſibility remained of their being ſueceſsfully at- 
tacked in front. The Pruſſians, however, pro- 
ceeded in regular order to force their way through 
the pats between the mountains, whilſt a party of 
light cavalry, on the wings, attempted the eminen- 
cies, 'in order to {lence the batteries, which, 
continually playing, But in-this deſperate; atrempt 
the Pruſſian cavalry ſucceeded. ſo ill, whole ranks | 
being put into confuſion,” and tumbled down the 


= | 


= 


SZ EI FN = 2 


K KS TS 


05 r by the fire of the Ruſſians, that aſter fix 
"AE | H 3 7 ſucceſſtre 


CAT. ſucceſſive trials, in which they overpowered but 


XXII. 


1757 · 


been made, he was at length forced to retreat to 
his former camp, and the Ruſſians nn 


killed, wounded, and miſſing. Among their wound- 


MEMOIRS OF 


one battery of twelve guns, they were forced tore. 
tire with great loſs, The prince of Holſtein Got- 
"torp, however, at the head of his regiment of 
dragoons, routed the Ruſſian cavalry, and after 
wards fell upon a regiment of grenadiers, which 
was cut to pieces; but when the Pruſſians came to 
the ſecond entrenchment, mareſchal Lehwald found 
that the attempt to carry it would be too hazardous, 
The Ruſſians were much better ſoldiers than he 
expected, and ſtood their ground with a firmneſs 
that ſurprized him. After an obſtinate engage- 
ment of ſeveral hours, during which victory re- 
mained doubtful, and every poſſible exertion had 


their preſent ſituation . 
Tu loſs of the Pruſſians in ae bene 
JaGERSDORFF, amounted to three thouſand men, 


ed was lieutenant- general count Dohna. The Ruſ- 
ſians are ſaid to have had ſix thouſand killed and 


\ wounded; and three of their generals were killed [v], 


The en in the courſe of the action, had made 
| - themſelves 


7% Hiſt.” of Modern Farope, vol. v. p. 276, 277. Smols 
ett, p. 171. Lond. Chronicle, vol. II. p. 273. 


[v] Lord Cheſterfield, in one of his letters to his ſon, datel 
Sept. 23, 1757, makes the following remarks relative to the 
battle of Ggoss JAGRRSDOReP ; The late action between the 

: « Pruffianz 
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themſelves maſters of adoro:2ighty/piogat-0f-ean4 TL4-) 
non; but they were afterwards obliged to to abandon. A. B. 
tkem, ok I i e 2 


of carriages. 5230-1 F T6 
BEFORE the bande of Gras] AGERSDORFF, great 


upon the n of ſhe country, by he Ruſlian- 
Coſſacks, and other barbarians belonging to their 
army. Bur, ſoon after that event, they were very- 
unexpectedly delivered from theſe unwelcome viſi- 
tants; though not till they had left in the country 
marks of the moſt ſavage barbarity. Aſter remain 
ing about a fortnight quite inactiye in their camp, 
the Ruſſians fuddenly retreated qut of Pruſſia, with 
ſuch precipitation, that they left ſeyeral thouſand of 
eighty pieces of cannon, and a conſiderahle part of 
their military ſtores, Mareiſchal Apraxin con- 
cealed his deſign by advancing all his irregulars to- 
wards the Pruſſian army; ſo that mareſcha} Lehwald 
was not informed of it till it was too late to over- 
take any conſiderable number af them; though 
ſome priſoners were taken by the Pruſſians. The | 


« Pruſſians and Ruſſians has only thinned the buman ſpecies, 
« without giving either party a victory; which is plain by cath 
* party's claiming it. Upon my word, our ſpeeies will pay 
very dear for the quarrels and ambition of a few, and thoſe 
* by no means the moſt valuable part of it. If the many were 
* wiſer than they are, the few muſt be quieter ; 22 
Wr ernte EARS gl 2 Letter 96. 

* * e 


- ye dh ue one at 
vhieh directed its courſe towards Memel; whilf 


28 dhe other took the neareſt way through the bail 
nick of Abſternen, and threw bridges oyer the 
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river” Jura. Both columns burnt every village 
through which they paſſed. They at length en- 
direly evacuated the Pruffian dominions, excepting 
Memel, where they left a garriſon of ten or twelve 
thaufand men. The cauſe of this ſudden and un- 
expected retreat is not certainly known; but dhe 
decaſion of it is faid to haye been the illneſs of the 
czarina; who was ſeized with a kind of apoplectie 
fit, and had made ſome new arrangement in caſe 
of a vacancy of the throne, which rendered it ex- 
pedient that the regular forces ſhould be at hand, 

to ſupport the meaſures taken by the government n. | 
Bor to the numerous enemies of the king of 
Pruſſia about this time were added the Swedes, 
who now openly togk part againſt him, thaugh the 
Swediſh monarch was married to Frederick's fiſter. 
| By the Swediſh conſtitution which then fſubſiſt- 
ed, the power of the king was extremely limit- 
ed, and the Swedes entered into the war againſt 
Pruſſia contrary to the inclinations of their prince, 
A plot had been diſcovered, in 1756, for render- 
ing him delpotic [v]; and the Sweat ſenate, 


» 2 

77 Smolllett, p. 293. | 
te] Several perſons were cxecgted for ho RS 
mis plot; bur aftefwards, in 1757, papers were luck up at tho 
gorners, of the fircers, in different parts of Sweden, in favour of 
conferring 
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who were extremely hoſtile to the king of Pruſſia, © 
probably ſuſpected him of fayouring and promot- A, 
ing the deſign. The Swedes profeſſed, that they 
encered into the war againſt the king of Pruſſia as 
guarantees of the treuty of Weſtphalia, which had 
been violated by the inxaſion of Saxony ; and it 
was apprehended, that, by cngaging in the war, 
they hoped to gain poſſeſſion of a confiderable part 
of Pruſſian Pomerania. At the end of the month, 
of Auguſt, an army of ſeventeen thouſand Swedes. 
marched: againſt the Pruſſians, under the command. 
of general Ungern Stornberg. Having paſſed the 
nver Peen, the Swedes ſoon took Demmin, An- 
cam, andi the iſlands of Uſedom and Wollin, and 


with any obſtacle . But aſter the Ruſſians had 
retreated, out of the Pruſſian dominions, general 
compelled the Swedes to abandon almaſt all that 
they had taken, and to retire ne ef 
Stralſund 5. 

Tux French All condigugd i aten of the 
electorate of Hanover; and the duke of Cumber- 
land found himſelf and his army ſo bemmed in by 
conferring abſolute power on the king; and theſe papers are 
ſtated to have originated with what was called the Pruflian party 
in that kingdom. London Chronicle, vol. II. p, 288. 

„ Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War in Gemar. . 

70 Id. ibid. 


105. 


Tier 


ee ee _ 


then advanced into the Pruſſian part of Pomerania, 
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A 2 them on all ſides, that, on the eighth of Septem. 
| TN. ber, he ſigned the convention of Cloſter-Seven, 
| 8 1757- by which an army of thirty-eight thouſand Hang. 
4 V verians, Heſſians, and other troops in the pay of 
1 his Britannick majeſty, was diſſolved and diſtributed | 
it | into different quarters of cantonment, though with- 
| | | war, The French were left, till a peace took 
011 pPlwKhace between the two ſovereigns, in full poſſeſſion 
14 ze of the countries they had conquered; but under 
14 | violences, hoſtthties being immediately to ceaſe on 
[ both ſides ®. This convention appears to hays 
Iii | been ſigned very reluctantly by the duke of Cum- 
| if berland ; but it was effected chiefly by the advice 
Hh | and influence of the regency of Hanover fw], who \ 
11 | were ſenſible, that it was much better for their 
| country to continue in a ſtate of neutrality, than to 
take an active nnen of che 
1 Fing of Pruſſia. 
= - Bxroxt the convention of: Cloſter-Seven was 
K ſigned, the Pruſſian monarch was under ſome 
4 apprehenſions, that, in the preſent critical ſtate of 
«0 20 Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 278, 279, 280. 
44 lo] A letter of conſiderable length was publiſhed” at the 
time in England, faid to be written by a member of the re: 
gency of Hanover to an Engliſh "nobleman, in which it was 
tated, that his Britannick majeſty, very properly, was accuſtom- 
ed to pay a juſt regard to the counſels of his cleQoral miniſters; 
and that the public adminiſtration in Hanover was not of ſo 
deſpotic a nature, as it was apprehended to be in England. 1 
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upon the fubje [x]; and, à few days after the- 
[x] The letter is faid to have been as follows: * I am in- 
«formed; that the deſign” of à treaty of neutrality for the 
ann Is it poſſible, that 

your majeſty can have ſo. little fortitude and conſtancy, as to 
„e pied by a ſmall reverſe of fortune? Are affairs in fo, 
' rvinous a ftate, that they cannot be repaired? 1 hope your 
« majeſty will confider the ſtep that you have made me hazard, 
« That has been the cauſe of all the misfortunes that now im- 
« pend over my head. I ſhould never have renounced the alli- 


« of the treaty that I have concluded with your majeſty ; but do 
not ſhamefully abandon me to the mercy of my enemies, after 
© having brought upon me all the powers of Europe. I expect 


+ on the 26th paſt, and, that you will liſten to no treaty in 


* which I am not comprehended. 
This letter was publiſhed by Smollett, Entick, and others; 


K 8 K A f 4 s J KA A4 


But in the Gentleman's Magazine, (vol. XXVII. p. 526,) it is 
ſaid to have been declared in the Berlin Gazette, that the letter 


. 


His treaty with George II. could not have been the cauſe of all 
the 'misfortunes in which he was involved. That treaty, in- 
deed, probably induced him to commence the war earlier than 
he would otherwiſe have done; and that treaty ſeems to have 
been the ſole cauſe of the alliance between the houſes of Auſtria 
and Bourbon, But Frederick's difficulties were in reality occa · 
foned by bis own ambition; and the king of Great Britain, 
without foreſecing the conſequences, became an inſtrument, 
greatly to che prejudice of his on dominions, for promoting 
fp rien of fo ger Ore 


8. 


B 


convention 


his affairs, he ſnould be deſerted by his ally, che Cnar, 
king of Great Britain. He is ſaid to have written * 


«ance of France, but for your flattering promiſes, I repent not 
that your majeſty will adhere to your engagements, renewed” 


ad in the London Chronicle, both in French and Engliſh, 


was not authentic, If the letter be genuine, Frederick certainly 
aſſerted more in it than could have been properly ſupported. 


| 
N 
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Car. 3 Cloſter-Seven, the following declara. 
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51 tion was delivered to all the foreign miniſters ref. 


1757. dent at the Britiſm court; and Which has bech 
cunſidered as an anſwer to 3 


tion ; BASE | oc ved 03 Bl 2: 25 
N a 
ec: e the repreſentations of M. Michel}, 


ein relation to ſome overtures made by his ma. 


© jeſty's electoral dominions concerning the checks 
© received in Germany, hath commanded, - that 


© anſwer be given to the king of Pruſſia à miniſter, 


© That it never was his*majefty's intention, that the 
* ſaid overtures, made without the participation of 
« the Britiſh council, ſhovld have the leaſt influence 
© an, his majeſty's conduct as king. His majeſty 
* ſees, in the fame light as before, the pernicious | 
© effedts of the union between the courts of Vienna 


© and Verſailles, which threaten a ſubverſion of the 
„whole ſyſtem of public liberty, and of the in- 


dependence of the European powers. He conſi- 


ders, as a fatal conſequence of this dangerous 


connection, the ceſfion made by the court of 
© Vienna, | of the ports, of the. Netherlands to 
© France, contrary to the faith of the moſt ſolemn 
< treaties; and, in ſuch a critical ſituation, what- 
© ever may be the ſucceſs” of arms, his majeſty b 
determined to act in conſtant concert with, the 


king of Pruſſia, in employing the maſk efficaci- 


tous means to fruſtrate the unjuſt and oppreſſive 
Oe Pony An ane tie King 
„ 


« of Pruſſia may aſſure himſelf, that the Britiſh Car. 
« crown will continue to fulfil, with the greateſt A.D. 


= 


« majeſty, and to ſupport him with firmneſs and 
c yigour. „ | $75 
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« punvality, its engagements with his Pruffian 1757- 
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ter. e „ GH AB I., 
1 "The king of Prufſia enters Laſatia, and encampy o 
ky Bautzen.—tHe is joined by mareſchal Keith.=Rz. 
N | moves his head-quarters to. Bernſt ædtel, and after. 

wards repeatedly offers battle to the Auftrian army; 
but bis offer is declined. —A detachment of Auſtrian; 

march to Berlin, and levy contributions on the in. 


; 
ll  babitants—Rigorous exactions by the. king of Pruſii 
| | on the inhabitants of Saxony.—The city of Leigfc 


<4S $5 $54) 


inveſted by the combined army of the empire, ond '< 


France. 


Cnar. HE king of Pruſſia, in a ſheet time after 
| A. D. the battle of Kolin, finding it neceſſary to 
| _2757- evacuate Bohemia, quitted his camp at Leitmerit 
F | on the twentieth of July, and proceeded ſuccefſive- 

ly to Sulowitz, Luſechitz, Nellendorf, and Cotta. 
On the twenty-ſixth of that month he arrived 2 
Pirna, near Dreſden, where he halted the next 
day. On the twenty-eighth, he croſſed the river 
near that place, and entered Luſatia, where, on 
the following day, he encamped at Bautzen. In 
the mean time, mareſchal Keith, who had been 
left upon the frontier, to guard the paſſes of the 
mountains of Bohemia, arrived at Pirna, having 
been much harraſſed in his march by the Auſtrian 
irregular troops, and loſt ſome waggons of provi- 


ſions and baggage, Having reſted a day a at Pirna, 
the 
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FREDERICK THE THIRD. 
the mareſchal purſued his march through Dreſden, 


Lich twenty battalions and forty ſquadrons, and 


excamped on the right of the Elbe, before the 
gate of the new city, from whence he joined the 
king between Bautzen and Gorlitz. The Pruſſian 
army, which {was now here aſſembled, amounted 


to about ſixty thouſand men, beſides twelve batta- 


lions and ten ſquadrons which remained in the 
camp at Pirna, under the prince of Anhalt-Deſſau, 
to cover Dreſden, ſecure the paſſes of the moun- 
tains, and check the incurſions. of the Auſtrian 
irregulars, with whom, as they were continually 
flying about the ſkirts of the Pruſſian army, as well 
in their encampments as on their marches, almoſt 
daily ſkirmiſhes; happened, ſome of which "we 
very bloody. * 


Taz main 5 eee 


their communications wich Bohemia, by making 
themſelves maſters of Zittau and Gabel, now re- 
ſolved to advance farther into Luſatia, and to 
endeavour to cut off the king of Pruſſia entirely 
from Sileſia. Accordingly the Auſtrian army 
marched from Zittau to Eckartſberg, from whence 
feyeral: detachments were ſent on the leſt, to 
obſerve the motions of the Pruſſians; and on the 
right, down the Neiſs, in order to ſecure the paſſes 
into Sileſia. A ſmall body of light Auſtrian troops, 
commanded by colonel Jahnus, had already Pene- 


n Smollett, ut ut ſopra, p. 163, _ 166. Ln cus 
ol, II. p. 161. 
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Car. trated into that country by the way of Trautenau !, 
Bot as Frederick, after his junction with mareſchd 
buen, he reſobved to open the communicatin 
„ | with Sileſia, and to endeavour: 10 bring the Auf. 
| trians to an action. Having remained for ſome 
oF! time encamped eee 
removed his head-quarters to Bernſtedtel. At 
[| chat place his vanguard took che — 
1 Auſtrian general Beck; and ſome of his light 
| troops puſhing on towards Oſtritz, where they ar. 
i rived about noon, they ſurpriaed count Nadafti a 
1 . table, That general had juſt tame to get upon hi 
ll horſe, by the ſwiftneſs of which he eſcaped ; but il 
if His field-equipage, his waggons, moſt of his harſes, 


— 


— — U —ä—6ͤ 


1 his attendants, and ſeventy-two other priſoners, 
1 Fell into the hands of the Pruffian huſſurs . 
Tux army of the king of Pruſſia came in fight 

of the Auſtrian camp, and within cannon ſhot of it, 
on the fifteenth of Auguſt: upon which the Au 
trians ſtruck their tents, and drew up in order d 
battle before their camp. Frederick formed di 
army over - againſt them, and immediately went u Wl | 
Wt | econnoitre the ground between the armies :- but 1 
| 
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tion of it till the next day. The two armies con- 
tinued under arms all night. Next morning, 4 
83 Lloyd's Hit. of the War in Germany, p. 84, 85. 
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one above another ; a deep defile before their line, 
and their rear fupported by hills. The king hoped 


open plain, and he lefr nothing undone to bring 
them to a battle. But as they were ſo advantage- 


The Auſtrian army, which thus declined an en- 
and thirty thouſand ftrong ; which was more than 
who, the day he returned to Bernſtzdtel, after he 
had retired about two thouſand yards, again drew 
up his army in line of battle, and remained fo up- 


Auftrian camp“. 
Troven Frederick had not been able to bring 


kow with a body of troops to Gorktz, of which 


that he had i in view, that his forces might be 


5 $mo!lett, ut ut ſupra, p. 172, WY Gene, =y 
VII. p. 426, * 
Vor, II. I able 


to have brought the Auſtrians to deſcend into the 


ouſly poſted, and appeared determined to avoid an 
action, after continuing four days before them, he 
returned with his army to his camp at. Bernſtædtel. 
gagement, was, by their own account, an hundred 


double in number to that of the king of Pruſſia; 


wards of an hour. But not a man ſtirred from the 


the Auftrians to @ battle, he had ſent general Grum- 


they took poſſeſſion, and thereby opened a com- 
munication with Sileſia, which was one great ob- 


113 
break of day, the king found the Auſtrians" in a Cnar - 
very advantageous camp, covered by narrow defiles Fs 
and marſhes, having the Neiſs on the right, and 1757. 
on the left a high hill defended by three batteries, a 
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Car. able to act in concert, if not united “. Inte 
2 mean time, the army of the empire, commanded 

1757- by the prince of Saxe-Hildburghauſen, and that of 
dee French, under the prince de Soubiſe, amount. 


on the ſixth of September, and made priſoners a 


EST. EL... — 
4 


battalions of general Winterfeldt's troops, being 


poſted on a high ground on the other ſide of the 


at laſt made themſelves maſters of the eminence. 


ſides; and the loſs of the Pruſſians was augmented 


*s. ati 


bons that were engaged, received a ſhot from 
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ing together to more than fifty thouſand men, had 
now joined, and entered into Saxony. On receiy. 
ing this. information, Frederick immediately fer 
out from Luſatia, accompanied by mareſchal 
Keith, with fixtcen battalions and forty ſquadrons 
of his troops, and arrived at Dreſden on the twenty. 
ninth of Auguſt, leaving the reſt of the army in a 
ſtrong eamp, under the prince of Bevern. 
AFTER the king of Pruſſia had quitted his camp 
at Bernſtædtel, the Auſtrians took poſſeſſion of it 


Pruſſian battalion which had been left there. The 
next day fifteen thouſand Auſtrians attacked two 


part of the prince of Bevern's army, who were 


Neiſs, near Hennerſdorff, in the neighbourhood of 
Gorlitz ; and, after being repulſed ſeveral times, 


The loſs in this action was conſiderable on both 


by the death of their brave general Winterſeldt, 
who, as he was leading up ſuccours to the batta- 


n Lloyd, p. 86. Lond, Chron, ut ſupra, 


© cannon, 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 
cannon, of which he died de night fallow- 


Uo 

From Dreſden the king of Pruſſia had pro- 
ceeded towards Leipſic, his army marching through 
the great poſt roads near that city, and from thence 
to Naumbourg. On the road between Naum- 
bourg and Erfurth, he received information of the 
hoſtile entrance of the Swedes into his dominions, 
and of the death of general Winterfelde. He 
ſeemed much affected with the loſs of that general, 
who was an officer of very diſtinguiſhed merit, 
and of great bravery. © I may find reſources, 
faid the king, © againſt the multitude of my ene- 
mies; but how few men are to be found equal 
« to Winterfeldt! _ 


5 SEES EE? 2 TKF 


of September. Of his entrance into that city, the 
following account was written from thence two days 
after : © The king of Pruſſia's entry into this city 
© had all the appearance of a public entry. A 
* ſquadron of Czekeli's huſſars marched before the 
0 king, who was on horſeback, accompanied by 

prince Henry, and ſeveral generals; after which 
* came Rothenburgh's regiment of dragoons, and 
© the march was cloſed by two ſquadrons of huſ-- 
* fars, The populace equally admired his Pruffian 
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2 
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FF 


but what aſtoniſhed us moſt was to ſe his troops 


n Smollett, p. 275. Gent. Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 426. 
— 'Þ in 


— 


* majeſty's martial air and affable countenance; 
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FrepeRICK arrived at Erfurth on the dino | 
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_ © trian. generals were t6 have been ſeated, inſiſting that madame 


MEMOIRS OF. 


vir in ſo good a condition, after che forced marches 
A D. they had juſt made. Two days after the 
1757+ king's arrival at Erfurth, he went to Gotha, where 


he dined [V], and ſtaid all night, and returned the 
gg to DEB. Three days after an Auſtrian 
Yo courier 

1 W vol. II. p. 321. 

[v] Of Frederick's arrival at Gotha, the following ac account 
has been given: From Erfurth his majeſty proceeded to Gotha, 
from whence the Imperialiſts and French retired before him, 
after having diſmounted the cannon, and broken the carriaga, 
On the 15th, the Auſtrian and other general officers had agreed 
* to dine at court, with the duke of Saxe-Gotha ; but they were 
« diſappointed ; for about noon the firſt diviſion of Prufliah 
troops appeared, at about three miles diſtance. The Auſtrian 
« picquet guards retired, at the approach of a regiment of 
Pruſſian huſſars, who came on full gallop; and about half an 
© hour after two the king himſelf, attended only by prince | 

Henry, and two regiments, one of huſſars and the other of 
. dragoons, came up to the city gates, and ſent word by a gen- 
« tleman, that he was come to dine with the duke. He was 

« inſtantly admitted, and took the place at table where the Auſ- 


de Buchwald ſhould dine with him, and entertaining the eom - 

« pany with much diſcourſe, and great chearfulneſs.” Gent. 
Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 472. 

A few days after a rencounter happened near Gotha, . K 
general Seidlitz, who had twelve hundred Pruſſian horſe under tis 
command, and a conſiderable part of the combined army, of 
which the following account is given: The combined army 
« was aſſembled near Eiſenach, and intrenched i in the defiles of 
the mountains, to wait the attack of the Pruſſians, who ſtill 
c continued near Erfurth. But, in the mean time, the com- 


«* manders came: to > relalution of making an attempt to cany 
« of 
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courier was taken, who was carrying a major-gene- C 
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ral's commiſſion to colonel Laudohn, an Auſtrian A. D. 


officer of great merit. Frederick immediately ſent 1 


« off Seidlitz's party, which was at Gotha, and conſiſted of 
about twelve hundred men. For this purpoſe they marched 
« all night, with almoſt all their cavalry, and twenty-three com- 
« panies of grenadiers, amounting in the whole to between ſeven 
« and eight thouſand men, and arrived about eight in the morn- 
ing. But Seidlitz, though ſurprized, made a good retreat, 
not loſing twenty men. The princes Hildburghauſen and 
« Soubiſe, and all the French generals, came to court (at 
Gotha) at eleven o'clock. The infantry poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the town, and it was expected that they would have re- 
mained bere, But Seidlitz, perceiving a fog to ariſe, deter- 
* mined to improveit. He, therefore, retired behind the hills, 
about a league off, towards Erfurth, where he cauſed one 
hundred dragoons to diſmount, to repreſent infantry ; and 
divided the reſt of the troops into twenty-two ſmall bodies, 
«* which extended themſelves very far; and, by the favour of 
the fog, appeared like ſo many ſquadrons. At one in the 
« afternoon, he attacked the French with his huſſars only; and 
© news was immediately carried to the French generals, that 
the whole Pruſſian army was advancing ; that they lay behind 
« the hills, and that they were extending towards the left, in 
order to ſurround them; whereupon they made all. poſſible 
© haſte to retreat; and, after having marched all night, were 


« obliged to return the way they came, without having any re- 


« freſhment ; ſo that in two hours time there was not a French- 
man left, M. Seidlitz purſued them, made forty priſoners, 
* killed about the ſame number, took a great deal of baggage, 
and was very near taking ſeveral general officers, who had ſtaĩd 
too long in the town, This action, though of no great con- 
* ſequence in itſelf, does great honour to the general.” Me- 
moirs of Frederick III. p. 123, 124. Gent. Mag, ut ſupra, 
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Cay. a trumpet with the commiſſion to the colonel, and 
"of. his compliments to him on his promotion. 


Mc. Ls 


coming to an action, the king reſolved to fall back 


army with the more eaſe, as to be at hand to ful. 


had been under the command of the mareſchal 


© duke de Richelieu, was at liberty to act againſtthe 


tants. A detachment was alſo ſent by Frederick, 
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Ow the approach of the king of Pruſſia to Er. 
furth, the combined army of the empire, and of 
the French under the prince de Soubiſe, which 
was aſſembled in the neighbourhood of that city, 
retired from thence, and retreated as far as the hill 
of Eiſenach. Frederick followed them, with a 
view to give them battle; but he found them ſo 
advantageouſly poſted, that it was not adviſable to 
attack them, As the combined army declined 


on the Saala, as well to procure ſubſiſtence for his 
tain a detachment, which he propoſed ſending un- 
der prince Ferdinand, to cover Halberſtadt and the 
neighbouring country, againſt the incurſions of the 
light troops of the French, For after the conven- 
tion of Cloſter-Seven, the French army, which 


d'Etrees, but which was now commanded by the 


king of Pruſſia, The French troops, therefore, 
had entered the territories of Halberſtadt and Mag- 
deburgh, and raiſed contributions upon the inhabi- 


to be ſtationed between the Moldau and the Elbe, 
to cover that part of Saxony and Brandenburgh. 
And as the king could not bring the combined 
army 
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army to an action, he retired firſt to Buttelſtadt, — 
and from thence to Naumbourg, where he arrived A. B. 


on the thirteenth of October *9, 


Pzince Charles of Lorrain, obſerving that the 


Pruſſian forces were ſeparated at a great diſtance, 
and that the road into Brandenburgh was open, re- 
folved to ſend a conſiderable detachment to Ber- 
lin; and, to cover this expedition, another large 
body of troops, under general Marſchal, was ſent 
upon the Elſter . It was general Haddick, who, 
with eight thouſand Auſtrians, entered Branden- 
burgh ; and, on the ſixteenth of October, arrived 
at Berlin. He demanded a contribution of fix 
hundred thouſand crowns, but <ontented himſelf 
with two hundred and ten thouſand. The Auſtrians 
alſo pillaged part of the ſuburbs, but afterwards 


retreated with ſome precipitation, on receiving in- 


formation of the approach of prince Maurice of 


Anhalt-Deſſau. That general arrived at Berlin, 
with a large body of Pruſſian troops, the day after 
the Auſtrians had quitted it. The queen and royal 
family of Pruſſia had previouſly removed to Mag- 
deburgh ; and the moſt valuable records were ſent 
to the fortreſs of Spandau. 

AzovurT the fame time, as well as in e 
of the preſent year, heavy exactions were impoſed 
by the King of Pruſſia on the people of Saxony, 


ond Hiſt, of the War in Germany, p. 92. 
*. ibid. 


I 4 ; and 
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- CuAt. and particularly on the inhabitants of Dreſden [z] 


Tb and Leipſic [a]. In the latter city the Prufſu 
2 | 


COm- 
[2] Of ſome of the king of Pruſſia's exactions at Dreſden, 


this year, the following accounts * in the publication 
of the time: 

e Dugs DEN, Sept. 7. The king of Pruſſia, beſore he left 
our neighbourhood, demanded from this city an extraordinary 


© contribution, to defray the expences of PROTECTING AND 
© DEFENDING SAXONY.” 
The cirele of Miſnia hath received orders to lay up an im- 


_ © menſe quantity of forage and grain, for the ſubſiſtence of the 


* Pruflian troops, during the enſuing winter.“ Lond. Chron, 
vol. II. p. 278. 

©'Dxespzx, OR. 12. M. de Rezow, intendant-general of 
© the Pruffian army, has, in his majeſty's name, required the 
* deputies of the ſtates, and nobility and gentry of this elec- 
* torate, to pay, in eight days, the ſum of 600,000 crowns, 
« demanded of them by way of free gift, on pain of military 
* execution, in all places where the Pruflians are _ | 
Ibid. p. 307. | 

[A] The following accounts were publiſhed at the time, i 
lative to ſome of the impoſitions on the inhabitants of Leiphe: 

« Lexrpsic, OR, 11. Yeſterday thoſe families who could not 
© furniſh their quota of the 300,000 crowns, lately demanded 
of this city by the king of Pruſſia, were ſubjected to a rigor- 
© ous military execution. Officers followed by ſubalterns, 
* drummers, and ſoldiers, diſperſed themſelves in their houſe, 
took poſſeſſion of the beſt apartments, called for victuals and 
* drink, and took what they liked. In ſhort, they live at diſ- 
* cretion. This is not all. A demahd is juſt now made of 200 
© recfuits, or an hundred crowns for each man that ſhall be 
wanting 10 complete that number. M. Joecher, one of the 


* profeſſors of our univerſity, a venerable old man, —_ 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 


commandant had demanded, by order of the king 4 
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his maſter, three hundred thouſand crowns. The A. D. 


inhabitants in vain repreſented, that this was a far 1757. 


greater ſum than it was then in their power to raiſe. 
The ſhort time allowed them to furniſh their con- 
tingents being expired, and all their efforts to com- 

ly with this demand having proved ineffectual, 
they were ſubjected to the rigours of military exe- 
cution ; in conſequence of which their houſes were 
occupied by the ſoldiery, who ſeized upon the beſt 
apartments, and lived at diſcretion. Such was the 
ſituation of this diſtreſſed city, when, on the fif- 


and ſent priſoner to the caſtle. By what means he hath in- 
0 —— — the Pruſſians, we are wholly igno- 
* rant,” Lond. Chron. vol. II. p. 397. 
»Leirsic, Oct. 26. Na unsovze, where the king of 
* Pruſſia has fixed his head - quarters, has been taxed at 100,000 
* crowns ; and being unable to raiſe that ſum, the Pruſſians 
: mne cans. conn an apc of the pay- 
ment thereof, 

When the king of Prufſia mitigated the contribution de- 
* manded of this city, (Leipſic) it was expected, that the hoſta- 
ges ſent to Magdeburgh would be releaſed ; and our merchants 
* refuſed to draw bills, as they bave promiſed on London and 
* Amſterdam, till orders ſhould be given for that purpoſe, But 
* they have been told, that the hoſtages will not be releaſed, 
* till advice be received that the bills are accepted. We alſo 
* expected, that the military execution would ceaſe. But 'ma- 
jor· general Hauſſen, the governor, has continued it in ſeveral 
* houſes in the city and ſuburbs. In ſome there are thirty ſol- 
* diers, and in ſome in the ſuburbs ſixty, beſides ſervants and 
' horſes.” Ibid. p. 442. 

teenth 


a 


XXIII. 
1757. 
manned 


king's arrival there, is the following paſſage : Though the 
military execution has ceaſed, we are not delivered from our 
other calamities. A new one is juſt come upon us, by the 
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teenth of October, an expreſs arrived, with advice 
that his Pruſſian majeſty would himſelf be foo 
there. He accordingly arrived ſhortly after, at. 
tended by his life-guards. A rumour was at the 
fame time ſpread, that the city would be delivered 
up to pillage, which threw the inhabitants into the 
utmoſt conſternation. Their fears, however, wet 
in that reſpect abated, by a declaration which wx 
made by Frederick, that he was willing to ſpare 
the place, upon condition that half the ſum re. 
quired ſhould be immediately paid. All that could 
be done was to collect among the merchants, 
traders, and others, fifty thouſand crowns ; bills of 
exchange were drawn upon Amſterdam and Lon- 
don for ſeventy thouſand crowns ; and hoſtages were 
given, by way of ſecurity for the payment of thiry 
thouſand more, within a ſtipulated time *. But, 
after this, other hardſhips ſtill continued to be im. 
poſed upon the inhabitants [B]; and it appears, 
that even the accompt-books of the merchants 

9 Smollett, p. 177. 178. Lond. Chron. vol. II. p. 417, 44% 
[s] In an account from Leipſic, dated the day after the 


l 
N 


* arrival of a large body of troops. Some houſes have from 
thirty to ſixty men quartered upon them, for whom they mui 
find proviſions, fewel, and two groſches per diem.“ Lond: 
Chron. vol. II. p. 417. 
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were ſeized, and detained for ſome time, in order Cnar, 


to aſcertain their property and credit. 


A. R 


As Frederick at this period underwent great 2787. 


fatigue, both of body and of mind, it is ſaid to 
have made a conſiderable aiteration in his appear- 
ance. This was particularly noticed in a letter 
written and printed about this time, in which were 
the following paſſages : * Many perſons, who ſaw 
the king of Pruſſia, when he paſſed lately through 
* Leipſic, cannot expreſs how much he is altered. 
They ſay he is ſo much worn away, that they 
« ſcarcely knew him. This, indeed, is not to be 
« wondered at. He has not a body of iron, like 
Charles XII. and he endures as great fatigues as 


* he did. He is as much on horſeback as Charles. 
© was, and often lies upon the ground.'— Add 


© likewiſe ſome domeſtic uneaſineſſes. The death 


© of the queen- mother gave him infinite con- 


Ne at preſent there is a difference 
between him and the prince of Pruſſia, which 
cannot be agreeable. They did not ſee one ano- 
* ther when the king was lately at Leipſic .“ 
AFTER the king of Pruſſia quitted Leipſic, he 
committed the defence of that city to mareſchal 
le] His mother, the queen-dowager, died on the 28th of 
June, 1757, at the palace of Monbijou, in the ſeventy-fuſt year 


of her age. The prince of Pruſſia died at Orangebourg, on 
the 12th of June, 1758, aged thirty-ſix, 


* Annual Regiſter, vol. I. p. 20, 21- eee 


II. p. 456. 


Keith, 
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gar, Keith, with a garriſon of ſeven or eight thouſany 
| A.D. men. But before this ſome detachments of Auf. 


| period, occaſioned much diſtreſs to the inhabitants, as appean 


_ © order to hinder any rafts or barges from coming down the 
. © river. With the ſame view a large boom is laid acroſs it, 


2757. trian troops had approached towards Dreſden Io] 


and appeared diſpoſed to attack that city. The 
did not, however, make any regular attempt upon 


it; but the combined army of the empire, and of 


France, ae agg inveſted Leipſic [z] ; and ſem 
a ſum- 


lo] The approach of the Auſtrians towards Pak 


from the following account, publiſhed at the time: Dx. 
© DEN, Sept. 14, 1757. Major-general Schmettau and eolone! 
Finck are very aſſiduous in putting this place into a good 
> poſtura.of defence. Cannon have been placed on the terrace 
© of count Bruhl's gardens, which adjoin to the ramparts, in 


* The walls of all the gardens without the New Town have been 
«thrown down, and thoſe who had country houſes there hare 
© been defired to remove their moſt valuable effects, becauſe the 
© houſes are to be razed, that they may not ſerve to cover the 
* Auſtrians in caſe of a fiege, The troops in garriſon here 
amount to more than 10,000 men, by the great number of 
« fick and wounded ſoldiers that are now able to do duty, A 
« great number, both of the garriſon, and of the inhabitants, 
© are, however, ill of fevers, pleurifies, and dyſenteries, which 
for a month paſt have been very rife and very fatal. That the 
* fick belonging to the garriſon may be better accommodated, 
© three hundred of them have been removed to the ſpacious apart 
ments in count Bruhl's palace, which is at N unoccupied. 
Lond. Chron. vol. II. p. 301. 


[x] Of the damage which was done wths city of Leiphic at 
this period, and the hardſhips ſuffered by the inhabitants, ſome 
| | idea 
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„ ſummons to mareſchal Keith to ſurrender” the Cnar. 
city. The mareſchal replied, « That his Pruſſian NY | 


0e him - 
having charged to defend the city to the 1757 


« laſt extremity, he ſhould obey his orders.” He 


alſo ſent for the principal magiſtrates of Dreſden, 


and addreſſed them in the following terms: © I 
« ſent for you, gentlemen, to inform you, that the 


prince of Saxe-Hildburghauſen has ſent me a 


idea may be formed from the following account, publiſhed at 
the time: Le1es1c, Oct. 26, 1757. Mareſchal Keith, who 
has been to reconnoitre the ſituation of the combined army, 
« has been buſy theſe three days paſt, in preparing to defend this 
« city till the laſt extremity. Some of-the gates are to be walled 


* up, and deep ditches are dug at proper diſtances without the 


« walls, in order to render the ground impracticable for the en- 

« campment of the-enemy's troops. Diſpoſitions of the like na- 
ture are making in all the avenues of this eity. The fine gardens 
round the town, which rivalled thoſe of Holland, are ſacri- 
« ficed on this occaſion, All is deftroyed, pulled down, or over» 


* turned ; and the fruit of many years expence and culture 


* ruined in a moment. The price of proviſions, particularly 
' bread, which was high before, is riſen, Every thing is dear 
in proportion,'—— The proviſions that have been laid up, for 
« omg months paſt, are viſibly diminiſhed hy the prodigious 
* conſumption made by a numerous garriſon, as well as by the 
inhabitants; though indeed the latter are conſiderably lefſened, 


many having retired to other places. The houſes in which the. 


' troops are quartered, and none are exempted from that burden, 
' are full to the garrets ; and the troops occupy the beſt apart- 


ments, thoſe to the ſtreets, that the officers and ſoldiers ma 


* the more readily receive their order. Lond. Chron, yol. IL 
hal 


2 | | © ſummons 


il 


/ 


Cnr. ſummons to deliver up the city to him; to which 


—1 14 1 J am not at all diſpoſed. He threatens, in cafe 
Ih 4 1757 of refuſal, to come to extremities. He will then 
— | "© ſet me an example to act in the ſame manner; 


© and to him you muſt impute all the calamities to 
© which your city will be expoſed. If you would 
prevent them, I would adviſe you to go to him, 
and engage him to ſpare the city, out of regard 
© to you and the inhabitants; becauſe on the fit 
advice I receive, that the troops of the empire 
and of France are advancing to attack me, | 
© ſhall begin to ſet fire to the ſuburbs; and if that 
- © be not fufficient to oblige the enemy to deliſt 
© from their enterprize, I will go farther, and not 
© ſpare even the city itſelf, I ſhall be extremely 
© ſorry to proceed to that length. Neceſſity alone 
can force me to it *. 
Is conſequence of this declaration of mareſchal 
Keith, a deputation of the magiſtrates of Leipſi 
was ſent to the prince of Saxe-Hildburghauſen; 
who told them, That he would ſpare the elec- 
< rorate of Saxony as much as he poſſibly could, 
© and particularly the city of Leipſic, and that he 
© would not bombard it. But that he neverthe- 
© leſs hoped, to force the Pruſſian garriſon to 
© abandon it, or to ſurrender themſelves priſoners 
© of war.” It was faid, that the prince alſo de- 


< #8 Lond, Chronicle, vol, Il. p. 473. 
9 
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clared, that if the Pruſſians executed their threat Cnar. 
of burning the ſuburbs, or the city of Leipſic, K. B. 
he would take revenge on the towns of Branden- 1757. 
burgh, and that Berlin” or DO _— 

for Leipſic *. 


1 Lond, Chron » vol. IL p. 473. 
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Sine fate if the A of the king of Pruſſia at at th 
preſent period. — He is reconciled to Voltaire, and 
continues to correſpond with him. Obruins a ſign 
victory over the combined army of the empire, an 

of France, at Roſbach.— The Hanoverians reſum 
their arms, notwithſtanding the convention of Cloſter. 
Seven.—Battle of Breſlaw, — Battle of Life [ng 


of the campaign of 1757. 


HE affairs of the king of Pruſſia were at this 
period in a ſituation extremely critical, The 

1757- Ruſſians were yet in poſſeſſion of Memel; and the 
Auſtrians had even entered his capital, and levied 
contributions on the inhabitants. Beſides what he 
had farther to apprehend from the Ruſſians and 
the Swedes, the French army, under the command 
of the duke de Richelieu, which conſiſted of eighty 
battalions, and one hundred ſquadrons, had enter- 
ed Halberſtadt, and levied contributions on his 
ſubjects in that province. The combined army of 
the empire, and of France, under the command 
of the prince of Saxe-Hildburghauſen, and the 
prince de Soubiſe, were in Saxony, and at but 2 
ſmall diſtance from his own dominions. A great 
army of Auſtrians and Hungarians, under prince 
Charles of Lorrain, aſſiſted by mareſchal Daun and 


genen 
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Nadaſti, had entered Sileſia, in ſpite of Cuz, 
the efforts of the prince of Bevern, and threatened A. D. 
an entire conqueſt of that province. 1757: 
SyuxRoOUNDED by ſo many enemies, Voltaire : 
tells us, that the King had formed a deſign to kill 
himſelf ; and he has given part of a poetical 
epiſtle, written by Frederick about this time to 
the marquis D'Argens, in which he intimated ſuch 
a deſign L*. But from the firmneſs which the 
king 


95 — Satin $ x56. 

Ir] In this epiſtle the king expreſſes himſelf as A dein. 
ſpeaks with approbation of the fyftem of Epicurus, and declares 
his diſbelief of the doctrine of a future ſtate. Similar ſentitnents 
are avowed in fome of his other pieces ; and particularly in his 
Epiftle to mareſehbal Keith, written in imitation of the third book 
of Lucretius, ſur les vaines terreurs de la mort, et les frayeures i "une 
cutre vie, publiſhed in the firſt volume of the Ox uvxks UI EIS 
du PHILOSOPHE DE SANS-SOUCI, p. 221—232. In this 
poem, which is one of the king's longeſt pieces, and the great 
deſign of which is to prove, that man is a being wholly mate- 
rial, and that his exiſtence terminates with his death, are the 
followiog lines: | 

De Pavenir, cher Keith, — pa; 

Comme avant que je fuſſe il u avait point pexſe, 

De mime apres ma mort, quand toutes mes parties 

Par la corruption feront antanties, . e 

Par an mime deſtin il ne penſera plus : ' 
Non, rien n'eft plus certain, ſoyons-en comruaincuss 

Des que nous finiſſetes, notre ame eft eclifſee. 

It was to this epiſtle to mareſchal Keith, and to the zeal which 
the king of Pruſſia manifeſted, 8 

Vor. II. the 


439 MEMOIRS, OF || 
Cnar. king of Pruſſia was accuſtomed to manifeſt in ad. 


* verſity, and in the moſt trying ſituations, it ſeems, 

1757. as 
the ſoul, and the doctrine of a future ſtate of retribution, that 
Mr. Maſon particularly refers in the following lines, in his ek. 
= elegy on the death of lady Coventry: bs 


Think not the Muſe, whoſe ſober voice ye hear, 
Contracts with bigot frown her ſullen brow ; 
« Caſts round Rehgion's orb the miſts of fear, 
Or ſhades with horrors, what with fmiles ſhould glow, 


No; ſhe would warm you with ſeraphic fire, 
« Heirs as ye are of heaven's eternal day ; 

Would bid you boldly to that heav'n aſpire, 
Not {ink and ſlumber in your cells of clay. 


© Know, ye were form'd to range yon azure field, 
In yon æthereal founts of bliſs to lave; 
Force then, ſecure in Faith's protecting ſhield, 
Ihe ſting from death, the vict'ry from the grave. 


Is this the bigot's rant? Away, ye vain, ' 
* Your hopes, your fears, in doubt, in dulneſs ſteep : 
Go ſoothe your ſouls in ſickneſs; grief, or bein, bs 
© With the ſad ſolace of eternal fleep. © * 


Vet will I praiſe you, triflers as ye are, 
More than thoſe preachers of your fav rite creed, 
Who proudly ſwell the brazen throat of war, | 
Who form the phalanx, bid the battle bleed; 
Nor wiſh for more: ho conquer, but to die. 
« Hear, Folly, hear; and triumph in the tale: 
© Like you, they reaſon ; not, like you, &ifoy © 
© 'The breeze of bliſs, that n | 


> ip 


On pteaſure's glitt'ring ſtream ye gayly ſteer 
| * Your little courſe to cold oblivion": s more: 
22 They date the ſtorm, and, through th* inclement year, 
* ten the rough ſurge, and brave the torrent's roar,” 
vals” th 


1 
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as if he had only talked poetically of putting an Car. 
end to his life, and that he had not in reality any Fry 

Tuch\ 1757 

— 


Y 


FE B F 


Is it for glory? that juſt Fate denies. 
Long muſt the warrior moulder in his ſhroud, 
« E'er from her trump the heav'n-breath'd accents riſe, 
« That lift the Hero from the fighting crowd. 
s it his graſp of empire to extend ? 
Jo curb the fury of inſulting foes ? 
Ambition, ceaſe : the idle conteſt end: 
is but a kingdom thou canſt win or loſe. | 
And why muſt murder'd myriads loſe their all, . 
If life be all) why deſolation lour, 
With famiſh'd frown, on this affrighted ball, 
hat thou may ſt flame the meteor of an hour? 


Go, wiſer ye, that flutter life away, 
« Crown with the mantling juice the goblet high ;/ 
« Weave the light dance, with feſtive freedom gay, 
And live your moment, ſince the next ye die. 
Vet know, vain Sceptics, know, th' Almighty mind, 
. * Who breath'd on man a portion of his fire, | 
* Bade his free ſoul, by earth nor time confin'd, 
* To heav'n, to immortality aſpire. 
n tt fri * 
© By vain philoſophy be c'er deſtroy d. 72764 
The ideas of the king of Pruſſia, . 
of the ſoul, appear to have been different at different periods of 
dis life. In a letter written by him to M. Suhm, dated June 6, 
1736, is the following paſſage: © The thought alone of your 
death, my dear Suhm, affords to me an argument in proof of 
| the immortality of the ſoul. For is it poſſible, that the being 
s by which you are actuated; the ſpirit which-aQts in you wii 
| * ſo much clearneſs, brightneſs, and intelligence; which is ſo 
different from matter and from body; that fine ſoul, endowed 
| K 2 with 


*. 
+. " 
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Tay ſuch ſerious intention. When a man only tall of 


_— 
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killing himſelf in verſe, is is probable chat Ties pn 


= very much in earneſt, 
— iy 


NoTwiTHSTANDIXSG the manner in which a ſe. 
paration had taken place between Frederick and 
Voltaire, they were afterwards, at leaſt apparently, 


in a great degree reconciled ; and this ſeems to 


have been chiefly effected by the mediation of the 
margravine of Bareith, the king's fiſter, who ap- 
pears to have been a very amiable and accompliſh- 
ed princeſs, and who was a great admirer of Vol. 
faire, and frequently correfponded with him. In 
1755, Frederick ſent to Voltaire an opera, which 
he had made from that writer's tragedy of Merope; 
and this opera, Voltaire ſays, was, without doubt, 


the worlt thing that the king ever wrote . From 


that time they continued again to correſpond to- 
gether; and Frederick ſent to Voltaire a poetica 
epiſtle, dated Ang. 9, 1757s in which are the fol- 
lowing lines: 

0 with ſs many.folid virtues, and agreeable qualities; that noble 
part of yourſelf which renders you the delight of our ſociety; 


© is it poſſible, that this ſhould nor be immortal? No, cer- 


* tainly l I would maintain it, even in a ſolemn argument, if i 


| aw rx that if the. greateſt part of the world were 


«. periſhable, and to be annihilated, you, Vora, Bot: 
© LEAY, NEwTON, WoLFtvs, and ſome other geniuſes of 
* this onder, muſt be immonal,” nen nen 
amicale, tome I. p. 3. 
nnen P. 145, 146. 

Croyez 


FREDERICK. THE THIRD. 


Croyez que ff j'etois, VOLTAIRE, 
Particulier atjourdbut 
Me contentant du neceſſaire, 
Ye verroit envoler Ia Fortune legere, 
Et m en mocquerois comme lui.— 

Mais notre etat nous fait loi, 
1t nous oblige, it nous engage 
A meſurer notre courage, 
Sur ce qu“ exige notre emploi. 
VouTArRE dans ſons hermitage, 
Dans um pais dont I heritage 

Ii fon antique bonne fois === 
Peut's' addonner em paix à la vertu du fags 
Dont Platon nous marque la loi. ; 
Pour moi menace du naufrage, 
Je dois, en affrontant Porage, 
Penſer, vivre, et mourir en Roi. 


© VoLTarRE; believe me, were I now 

© In private life's calm ſtation plac'd, 
Loet Heaven for nature's wants allow, 
With cold indifference would I view 
Changing Fortune's winged; haſte, 
And laugh at her caprice, like you. 


- © But from our ſtations we derive 


0 Unerring precepts how to live, 


r 


By which is meafur'd human worth. 
RK va. 
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VorraiRk, within his private cell 
In realms where antient honeſty 
© Is patrimonial property, 
© And ſacred Freedom loves to dwell, 
© May give up all his peaceful mind, 
© Guided by Plato's deathleſs Page, " 
© In ſilent ſolitude refign'd {2 
0 To the mild virtues of a Sage; q 
© But I, gainſt whom wild whirlwinds wage 
Fierce war with wreck-denouncing wing, 
© Muſt be, to face the tempeſt's rage, 
In thought, in life, in death a king [o]. 


Bur it is neceſſary, that I ſhould quit Frede. 
rick's poetry, and return to his military trat. 
actions. The poetry, which he compoſed at thi 
period, affords, however, ſufficient evidence, that 
he poſſeſſed great tranquility of mind, in ſituatiom 
of extreme danger and difficulty, and that even the 
tumults of war could not wholly withdraw tis at- 
tention from the purſuits of literature. 

The king of Prufſia now thought, that the pre- 
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| ſent ſtate of his affairs rendered it indiſpenſably 
1 neceſſary, that he ſhould endeavour, at all event, 
| | 4 to bring to an action the combined army of the 
| 1 empire, and of France. With this view he afſem- 
| 4 [6] The whole of the above poetical epiſtle is publiſhed, in 
"nd the original French, in Dodſley's Collection of Poems, vol, VI 
wy p. 281, 282. edit. 1763, together with an Engliſh tranſlation 
"ne . by Joka Gilbert Cooper, Eſq, = 

4 bled 
1 
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in their quarters. But, on the firſt of November, 
having received advice, that the French and Im- 
perialiſts were retiring on all ſides, Frederick march- 
ed with the vanguard of his army to Weiſſenfels. 
That city, which was defended by Bavarians, and 
troops of the circles, was immediately attacked and 


ſoners; but the enemy, to cover their retreat, burnt 
the bridge on the Saala. It then became manifeſt, 
that the combined army intended to diſpute with 
the Pruſſians the paſſage of that river. The troops 


tions | 
" the der to hinder the Pruſſians from repairing the bridge 
chat had been burnt down. They drew a line along 


the left bank of the river ; and mareſchal Keith, 
who advanced with the main body of the Pruſſian 


5 battalions had burnt the bridge at that place, and 
- +, naken poſſeſſion of the town, at the ſame time that 


a French detachment burnt the bridge on the Saala, 
near Halle. Mareſchal Keith marched with a de- 
tachment to Halle, and repaired the bridge there; 
which forced the combined troops to evacuate all 
" wh they had on that river, and to rgtixe to 
K 4 Michele, 


bled his troops in the neighbourhood of Leipſic. 
On the thirty- firſt of October, the Pruſſian army A. P. 

1 
began their march, in order to attack the enemy 1777. 


forced. The Pruſſians made three hundred pri- 


of the empire encamped on the oppoſite ſide of it, 
ver- againſt Weiſſenfels; and poſted themſelves 
behind encloſures of vineyards, and in huts, in or- 


army to Merſebourg, found that fourteen French 
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Michele. The Pruſſians ſoon repaired the bridges, 
and croſſed the river at Halle, Merſebourg, and 
Weiſſenfels. The three columns of the Pruflian 
army joined the ſarne day at the village of Ro. 
sach 7. The French and Imperialiſts, wWho had 
abandoned the deſign of defending the banks of 
the Saala, — Nes I" ang f in 
the neighbourhood 

Tux — army, under the eee 
the prince of Saxe - Hilburghauſen, and the prince 
de Soubiſe, amounted to more than fifty: thouſand 


men. The army of the king of Pruſſia did not 


exceed twenty-two thouſand. On his arrival at 
Ros Ach, on the third of November, he went wo 


reconnoitre the camp of the enemy; and finding 


that it might be attacked on the right, he deter. 
mined to commence an action the next day. Ac- 
cordingly he made preparations for that purpoſe 
early in the morning; but when the Pruſſian ca 
valry arrived at the eminences, from whence the 
enemy had been reconnoured the day before, it 


was found that they had changed the poſition-of 


their camp, It not only faced the Pruſſian army; 
but was covered in front by a large hollow way, 
Its right was upon an eminence in a wood, fortifi- 


ed with three redoubts, and barricades- of trees. 


As the combined troops were thus poſted; the king 


of Pruſſia. thought proper to defer the attack; his 
#7 Barick's Hiſt, ot the War, vol. E. p. ahr, 499. 
in fantry 
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infantry encamped; and his cavalry alſo retired N 
into the camp. Tbe enemy, finding that they were & B. 
not going to be attacked, ſent out of their camp 172. 
ſome detachments, and made ſome: diſcharges of 
cannon upon the- Pruſſian horſe, but wah a 
effect. 
Tas commanders of the. 3 
that the Pruſſian monarch ſuppoſed his 
— too much inferior in number to 
theirs, to render it prudent for him to hazard an 
ation; Elated with this idea, they reſolved to at- 
campaign; the fatigues of which their troops an- 
peared to be no longer either able or willing to en- 
dure ®, Accordingly about nine in the morning. 
on the fifth of November, the Pruſſians received 
intelligence, that the enemy were every where in 
motion. They likewiſe heard the drums beating 
the march; and, as the two armies were near to 
each other, they plainly; perceived from their camp, 
that the Auſtrian and Imperial infantry, which had 
drawn: nearer; upon the riſing grounds over - againſt 
them, was filing off towards their right. The king, 
however, could not yet form any certain judgment 
of their real deſign ; and he obſerved, that their 
ſeveral motions were contradictory to each other. 
At the ſame time that ſome of their infantry were 
fling off towards. their right, a large body of ca 
2 vol. I. wh 
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Gr. valry wheeled round towards the left, directing in 
A. D. march all along to the riſing grounds that ſurroung. 
1757. ed the whole Pruffian camp, and which lay in: 
bottom between the villages of Bederow and 
RosgAch. Their cavalry were ſoon after ſeen to 
halt, and afterwards to fall back to the right; 
though ſome of them {till remained where: they 
were, whilſt the reſt marched back 9. / About two 
in the afternoon, the doubts of the king of Pruſſa 
were cleared up. It then appeared, that the com- 
bined army intended to attack him, and- that their 
diſpoſitions were made with a view to ſurround the 
Pruſſian troops, and to open the action by attacking 
them in the rear. A body of reſerve was poſted Wl | 
over againſt Bederow, to fall upon the routed Wl 1 
Pruſſian troops, in caſe. they ſhould be defeated, 
and to prevent their retiring to Merſebourg, the 
. 
As Frederick now underſtood what were the in- 

oath of the combined army, he 
reſolved to anticipate them, and immediately took 
the neceſſary ſteps for proceeding to an adtion. 
But before the battle commenced, he is ſaid to 

have addreſſed to his troops nnn 

© My dear friends, 

© The hour is come, in which de n 
all that ought to be dear to us, depends upon 
the ſwords which are now drawn for the battle. 


Gent. Mag. — 
gil + c Time 
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« Time permits me to ſay but little; nor is there —.— 
occaſion to ſay much. Vou know, that there is A. D. 
© no labour, no hunger, no cold, no watching, no 757. 
« danger, that I have not ſhared with you hither- * 
to; and you now fee me ready to lay down my 
« life with you, and for you. All I afk is, the 
« ſame pledge of fidelity and affection that I give. 
And let me add, not as an incitement to your 
courage, but as a teſtimony of my own grati- 
tude, that from this hour, till you go into winter 
quarters, your pay ſnall be doubled. Acquit 
© yourſelves like men, and put your confidence in 
God *. This ſpeech is repreſented to have pro- 
duced a great effect, and to have been en 
with loud acclamations. 1 85 - 

Tue king of Pruſſia obſerved, — 
bined troops had paſſed his flank, and continued 
marching towards Merſebourg. He, therefore, 
ordered his cavalry and artillery to march on the 
left, behind the hills, and to occupy that near 
Lunſtadt and Reichertſwerben, while the infantry 
followed with the utmoſt expedition. The gene- 
rals of the combined army, ſeeing the Pruſſians 
quit their camp with an appearance of precipitation, 
ſuppoſed that they were retiring: which appeared 
the more probable, as they could not diſcover any 
thing of the march, which was concealed by the 

% Annval Regiſter, vol. I. p. 22. Eatick's Hiſt, of the 
War, ut ſupra. p. 437. 458. Tr 
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hills, 
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A. D. and they loſe the fruits of their fine diſpoſiticns 

757. the French and Imperial generals advanced in giea 

huaaſte with their cavalry, followed, at a conſiderz 

ble diſtance, by their infantry, hoping to overtiki 

the Pruſſian rear- guard; and, by attacking” it with 

vigour, either to deſtroy it, or to- force the'Prif. 

ſians to @ general action. Being arrived nen 

Reichertſwerben, ſome of the Pruſſian Horſe 15. 

peared on the heights behind the village. Thy 

combined troops continued, however, to advantt, 

thinking that ſome of the Pruſſian cavalry were 

only poſted there to gain time, and to cover the 

retreat. But this illuſion ſoon vaniſned. All the 

Pruſſian horſe were then forming; under the pro. 

tection of ſome heavy artillery, poſted on the hill 

As ſoon as they were formed, Frederick imme. 

diately- ordered his troops to attack thoſe of "the 

and vigour, that they broke them, and drove them 

back in confuſion to the village of Buſendorf, 

There they attempted: to rally; but the Pruſſian 

rene wet their attack, without giving them time to 

them again, and ſo an 
that they quitted the field. 

— gienaraly/of ths combi 

army endeavoured to form their infantry; but the Wt | 

king of Pruſſia, who had as yet ſix or eight bat- BW * 


12 Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War, ut ſupta, p; 96. 
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ulons only come up, ordered them "inſtantly to Car. 
advance, and attack the enemy, while they were A. B. 


diately executed ; and, being ſupported by che ca- 
valry and artillery, the Pruſſians caftly broke thoſe 
few troops which had formed at the head of the 
columns, and drove them back in confuſion. The 
ptince de Soubiſe did not, however, give up the 
affair as loſt: the reſerve, conſiſting of five regi- 
ments of cavalry, was ordered to advance and 
ſuſtain the infantry, in order to form the line, if 
poſſible. But theſe were inſtantly attacked, broken, 
and driven off the field: upon which the combined 
infantry, unſupported by its own cavalry, taken in 
flank by of the Pruſſians, and expoſed to 2 
unable to keep their ground, and much leſs to form 
a line ſorwards. They, therefore, attempted once 
more to form it behind, between the village f 
Buſendorff and the Luftſchiff, under the protection 
of ſome French cavalry. But theſe being over- 
powered, and forced to retire, after à vigorous 
conteſt, the infantry were likewiſe: * 
the field with precipitation 

GENERAL Lloyd remarks, that ae th king 
of-Pruſſia obſerved the enemy in motion all the 
morning, he waited with great coolneſs till he diſ- 
covered what their intentions Were, and then in- 


1% Lloyd, p. 9%; c ,! 


Nantly 
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Fav: ſtantly made his diſpoſitions. © His marching be 
A. B. bind the hill, the general ſays, © was /attende 
1797 < with many great advantages. That appearitc 
„ © of -a flight elated the ſpirits of the enemy, ſo u 
They haſtened ſo much, that their army wy 

© thrown into ſome diſorder while in march; 10 

they were ſo perfectly deceived, that they found 
columns, under the fire of the enemy's line; and 

ſo near, that they could not form their troops 
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1 © The king ſaw this favourable moment, and o. 
tif © dered his cavalry to attack directly; and, though ill * 
Wh c ſcarcely any of his infantry was come up, he or. 
Fi © dered thoſe few battalions to advance, beforethe Ml 
il enemy could make any diſpoſition. One inch a 

i ground, or one inſtant of time loft, would ban 1 
Wh © given the enemy time and room to form-ther i + 
11 © line. But the king's diſpoſitions were ſo exact, Wil * 
| © andſo well calculated, that neither happened; a 
16 he was moſt deſervedly crowned with victory . MW. 
"8 Tux action did not laſt more than an hour a 
"Wo! a half; at five o'clock in the afternoon- the victo I * 
Wa was decided; the cannonading ceaſed ; and the WF * 
5 French and Imperialiſts fled on all fides [4]. They Ml 
ll 7 ver 
! 4 _ Hiſtory of the War in Germany, ut ſupra, p. 105. : 
if (a] Voltaire ſays, © The battle of Rossacn will be long ! 


N Thirty thouſand French, and twenty thouſand 
5 Imperialiſs 
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were purſued by the Pruſſians, as long as there was Nr | 
any light by which they could be diſtinguiſhed ; ſo A. _ 


S 8 


Hs 
8 


Din 


TN. 


that night alone was ſaid to have been the preſer- 

vation of that army, which had been ſo, formidable 
in the morning. Early on the following morning, 
the king of Pruſſia ſet out to purſue them, with all 
his cavalry, ſupported by four battalions of grena+ 
The French and Imperialiſts, who marched all 
night [1], had paſſed the Unſtrut at Freyburgh, 
when the Pruſſians arrived on its banks; and as 


Imperialiſts, were ſeen flying, ſhamefully and precipitately, 
5 before five battalions, and ſome ſquadrons. The defeats of 
„Acixcouxx, ef Cazssy,: and of Pofcrizzs, were not 
more bumiliaring. : Memoires de Voltaire, p. 166. 
{:] In a letter written, by an officer of the army of the em- 


pire, who was preſent at the battle of Rossa ch, and whoſe 
letter is dated two days after the action, is the following paſſage : 

© We have loſt all our baggage and artillery, and at leaſt ten 
* thouſand men. We marched the whole night, and paſſing the 
* river at Freyburgh, arrived at Eckerſberg at fix o'clock in the 
morning. At two o'clock in the afternoon the field · mareſchal 
* (the prince of Hildburghauſen) and prince George (of D'Arm- 
* ftadt) joined us. They had hardly ſat down to dinner, but 
ve perceived the enemy at our heels, who cannonaded us briſk- 
hh; and as our army was not got together, nothing was left 
for us but to retreat, Having again marched all night, we 
* arrived at laſt at Erfurth, where we now are, in want of every 
ching, though we are rather better off than before. It is now 
eight days ſince our men have had bread : they have lived upon 
* turnips and radiſhes, which they dug out of the cant." En- 
ticks Hiſt, of the * vol, II. p. 462. 
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villages; but his huſſars made themſelves maſter 


* 


MEMOIRS OF 
they had burnt the bridge, it became neceſuu u 
make another, but which was ſpeedily eſfektel 
The Pruſſian cavalry paſſed firſt, but could hy 
come-up with the enemy till five in the evening 
upon the hills of Eckerſberg. It was then too hit 
to force them there; and the king, therefor, 
thought proper to canton his army in the neal 


— — laden wit 
baggage, 

Ix the battle of Ross Ach, the king of Pri 
gained a moſt ſplendid victory over an army that 
was much more than double in number to that of 
his own, and with very little Joſs. Not more than 
three hundred of the Pruſſſans are ſaid to have btn 
killed and wounded [x] ; While the lofs" of the 
French and Imperialiſts, in killed, wounded, and 
priſoners, amounted to more than ten thouſand, 


104 Gent. Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 522, from the London Gazette, 

Da] Voltaire has exhibited a remarkable inſtance of that in- 
accuracy reſpecting matters of fact, which not utfrequently oc- 
curs in his writings, in the account which he has given in his 
Memoirs, p. 165, of the battle of Rossa en. He ſays, that 
he believes prince Henry to have been the only Pruſſian who was 
hurt on that day, Prince Henry was wounded, as were alſo the 
generals Seidlitz and Meinecke. Colonel Prignitz was killel. 
The firſt account of the battle of Ross ac, publiſhed in the 
London Gazette, ſtated the loſs of the Pruſſians at above five 
hundred, killed and wounded ; but, according to later accounts 
the number did not amount to more than three hundred, | 
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Fight French generals, ſeveral German generals, Cx 


145 


e 


ſerenty- two pieces of cannon, fiſteen ſtandards, 


and other military trophies. Three hundred wag- 


gons, loaden with wounded ſoldiers of the com- 
bined army, were ſent, with moſt of the other pri- 


duke de Broglio, died of his wounds at Merſebourg, 
the day after the action. After the battle, Frede - 
rick viſited moſt of the wounded French officers ; 


and told them, as a reaſon for his doing this, that 
« he could not accuſtom himſelf to conſider the 


« French as his enemies.” 
Soon after the victory obtained by — king of 


Pruſſia at Roſbach, the Hanoverian troops, who 


had been diſqualified for taking any active part in 


the war by the convention of Cloſter-Seven, diſ- 
covered a diſpoſition to reſume their arms. Com- 


plaints were made, that the duke de Richelieu had 


oppreſſed the inhabitants of the electorate of Hano 


ver; that the conditions of the convention of Cloſ- 


[1] It is ſaid, that in. the ee 
battle of Roſbach was fought, the king invited the French gene- 


nl officers, and other officers of diſtinction who were taken pri- 


ſoners, to ſup with him. But he made an apology for his en- 
tertainment, as not ſufficiently magnificent for ſuch reſpectable 
gueſts, He would have been glad, he told them, to have treat- 
ed them in a more ſplendid manner; ** but really, gentlemen,” 
ſaid he, „ 
% numbers. . 


Vor. II. . L 0 ter- : 


ſoners, to Leipſic. General Revel, brother to the 


were taken by the Pruſſians [1]; together with Cs 
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— — ter- Seven had been violated; and that the conyen. 
A. B. tion itſelf had not been ratified by che court of 
1957+ France. It was required by that court, that the 
Hanoverian troops ſhould formally engage to deſit 
from all ſervice againſt France and her allies, 
during the preſent war, and be diſarmed. on-thei 
return to their own country. This, the French 
miniſtry affirmed, was the manifeſt deſign of dr 
convention of Cloſter-Seven ; but this was denied 

by the court of London, who maintained, that the 
convention was only a proviſional armiſtice, in. 
tencled to pave the way for a .negociation, thut 
might terminate in .a general peace; and that i 

was never intended that the Hanoverian \troops 
ſhould lay down their arms, It was likewiſe ſtated, 

on behalf of the king of Great Britain, as electo 

of Hanover, that the conduct of the French in 

that electorate had freed his majeſty from ever 
obligation under which he had been laid by the 
convention; that in the midſt of the armiſtice 
hoſtilities had been commirted ; that the priſoner 
made by the French beſore the convention had not 

been reſtored, according to an expreſs article ſti 
pulated between the generals, though it had been 
mediate releaſe of the French priſoners; that the 
-baillifs| of thoſe diſtricts, from which the French 
troops were excluded by mutual agreement, ha 

been ſummoned, on pain of military execution, 1 
appear before the French commiſſary, and com- 
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to deliver into his hands the public revenue; Cult. 


and that the French had appropriated to themſelves 
part of thoſe magazines, which, by expreſs agree- 


ment, were deſtined for the uſe of the electoral 


toops; and had ſeized the houſes, revenue, and 
corn, belonging to the king of England in the 
city of Bremen, in violation of their engagement 
to conſider that place as free and neutral. 


XXIV. 
A. D. 


1757. 


- * 


MzemoR1aLts were publifhed in vindication of the 


conduct of the courts both of France and of Great 
Britain: but in this ſtate of things the Hanove- 


rians reſumed their arms, under the command of 


prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, who had been re- 


commended to that appointment by the king of 
Pruſſia, A letter was written to that ptince by the 


duke de Richelieu, if which he obſerved; that al- 


though for ſome days he had perceived the Hano- 
verian troops in motion, in order to form them - 
ſelves into a body, he could not imagine, that the 
object of theſe movements was to infringe the con- 
vention of neutrality, which had been eſtabliſhed 
between the duke of Cumberland and himſelf ; that 
he was blinded fo far by his confidence in the good 
faith of the king of England, electer of Hanover, 
and of his ſon, who had ſighed the cotwention, as 
to believe that the troops were affembled for no 
other purpoſe, than to be diſtributed into the win- 
ter-quarters, which had been aſüighed them by the 
agreement; but his-eyes were at aſt opened, by the 
dar L 2 quarters, 
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Car. quarters, importing, that the Hanoverians intended 


XXIV. 
A. D. 


1757» 


— 


1 of war. I recommend it to your ſerene highneG 


to infringe thoſe articles which ought to have been 


ſacred and inviolable, The duke added, The 
© king my maſter having been informed of theſe 
dangerous movements, and of the breach of faith 
in the Hanoverians, is ſtill defirous of giving 
© freſh proofs of his moderation, and of his wiſh to 
© ſpare the effuſion of blood. It is with this view 
© that I have the honour to declare to your ſerene 


© highneſs, in the name of his moſt Chriſtian ma- 


« zeſty, that I perſiſt in my reſolution of fulfilling 
exactly all the articles of the convention, pro- 
« vided the Hanoverian army on its part does the 
© ſame. But I cannot conceal from your ferene 
< highneſs, that if, contrary to all expectation, it 
© ſhould take any equivocal ſtep, and ſtill more if 
it ſhould commit any act of hoſtility, I ſhall then 
« puſh matters to the laſt extremity, looking on 
« myſelt as authorized to do ſo by the laws of war: 
I will reduce all the palaces, royal houſes, and 
* Gardens to aſhes. I will ſack all the towns and 
© villages, without ſparing the ſmalleſt hut. In 
* ſhort, this country ſhall experience all the horrors 


© to teffe&wpon all this, and not reduce me tothe 
* ngatſſity of taking ſteps ſo contrary to the natural 
* kumagity of the French nation, and to my om 
© perſonal character: This letter was ſeconded 
by che count de Lynar, the Daniſh ambaſſador, 


n Londen Magazine, vol. XXVI. p. 610. 
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who, in the name of his maſter, had acted as me- — 
 diator in concluding the convention of Cloſter-Se- A. D. 


ven. A very laconic anſwer was returned by prince 1757. 


Ferdinand, the purport of which was, that he would 
give the duke de Richelieu his anfwer in quem gag 
the head of his army. 

Tur Hanoverian army being now affernbled at 


Stade, under the command of prince Ferdinand, 


he reſolved to exert his utmoſt efforts to drive the 
French out of the electorate of Hanover. Two 
thouſand French troops were attacked in the baili- 
wick of Ebſtorff, and entirely defeated by general 
Schuylenbourg; and, in a few days after, another 
action happened upon the river Aller, between two 
conſiderable bodies of each army, in which the Ha- 


noverians, commanded by general Zaſtrow, re- 


mained maſters of the field. Theſe advantages en- 
couraged the H anoverians, and put them in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Lunenvurgh, Zell, and part of the Brunſ- 
wick dominions, whieh the French were obliged to 
abandon. But the operations of prince Ferdinand 
were ſomewhat retarded, by the reſolution of the 
French officer who commanded the garriſon of Har- 
bourg. When the Hanoverian troops had made 
themſelves maſters of that town, lie retired into the 
calle, which he held out againiſt 2 conſiderable 
detachment of the allied army," by which it was in- 
veſted. -- But thie fortifications being at length en- 
od e he — pon Eapitula- 
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Czar. tion. Prince Ferdinand afterwards proeceded ts. 
wards Zell, where the duke de Richelieu himſelf 
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1757. 
noverians, he called in his advanced parties, abus 
doned ſeveral magazines, and burnt all the farm. Þ 
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had taken poſt ; but, at the approach of the Hy, 


houſes and buildings belonging to the ſheep- walls 
of his Britannick majeſty. He alſo reduced the 
ſuburbs of Zell to aſhes, after having allowed his 
men to plunder the houſes, and even fet fire to the 
orphan-hoſpital, in which a great number of help. 
leſs children are ſaid to have periſhed : but this cir. 
cumſtance was attributed by the French to acci- 
dent. When the Haneverians had advanced with- 
in 2 league of Zell, the two armies began to can- 
nonade each other; the French troops poſted an 
the right of the Aller burned their magazines, and 
retired into the town, where they were fo ſtrong} 
entrenched, that prince Ferdinand could not at. 
tempt the river, the paſſes of which were ſtrong] 
guarded ; and his troops were alſo expoſed to gren 
hardſhips from the ſeverity of the weather. He, 


therefore, retreated to Ultzen and Lunenburg 


Where his army was put into winter quarters, and 


executed ſeveral ſmall enterprizes by detachments; 
while the duke de Richelieu fixed his head-quarter 


in the city of Hanover, his cantonments extending 


as far as Zell, in the neighbourhood of whith 


t with various fuccel. 
The emperor of Germany, and his conſart the em. 


many ſkirmiſhes were fough 
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preſs· queen, having received information of the Crane 
operations of the Hanoverian troops, which they AD. 
conſidered as infractions of the convention of Cloſ- 1757+ 


ter Seven, ſent an intimation to the baron de Stein- 
berg, miniſter from the king of Great Britain as 
elector of Hanover, that he ſhould” no more ap- 


pear at court, nor confer with their miniſters, and 


that his reſidence at Vienna was not agreeable ; 
and accordingly he ſoon after quitted that city. 
Tux reſumption of their arms by the Hanove- 
tians was an event favourable to the king of Pruſ- 
ſa, though not beneficial' either to Great Britain, 


or to the electorate of Hanover [u]. But before 
[0] Dr. Smollett remarks, that if the French had been al- 


lowed. to keep Hanover as a depoſit, agreeably to what they 
alleged was the intention of the convention of Cloſter- Seven, 
the kingdom of Great Britain would have ſaved about twenty 
millions of money, together with the lives of her beſt ſoldiers ; 
and Weſtphalia would have continued to enjoy all the bleſſings 


* of ſecurity and peace, But the king of England's tenderneſs 


' for Hanover was one of the chief fources of the misfortunes 


' which beſel that eleftorate, He could not bear the thoughts _ 


« of ſeeing it, even for a ſeaſon; in the hands of the enemy; and 
his own ſentiments in this particular were reinforced by the 

' preſſing remonſtrances of the Pruſſian monarch, whom, at this 

* juncture, he thought it dangerous to diſoblige. Hiſt. of 
England, from the Revolution, vol. IV. p. 199, 200. The 
lame writer alſo obſerves, that the king of Pruſſia recommended 
prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick to the command of the Hano- 


verians, . * becauſe he knew, that he could depend upon his con- 


cutting with all his meaſures, in conduting che operations of 
' the Britiſh my. Ibid: p. 207. 
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the events that I have juſt related, the Auſtrian 
army had made a conſiderable progreſs in the pro. 
vince of Sileſia ; and a large detachment of Auf. 
trian troops, under the command of count Nadaſti, 
had inveſted Schweidnitz, and opened the trenches 
before it. The Pruſſian garriſon was commanded 
by general de la Motte Fouquet; and the Pruſſians 
made a ſally, in which they killed, wounded, and 


took priſoners, eight hundred of the beſiegers, and 


did ſome damage to their works. But, on the 
ſixth of November, the Auſtrians began to. can- 


© nonade the city very furiouſly ; and, on the eleventh 


of that month, they made themſelves maſters of 
the ramparts by aſſault; which obliged the gover. 
nor to capitulate the next morning. The garriſon, 
conſiſting of four generals, and about, ſix thouſand 
men, were made priſoners of war. A vaſt quan- 


tity of proviſions, artillery, and ſtores, fell into the 


hands of the SWW together with three hun. 


dred thouſand florins ** 


Arrkx the loader of Schweidnitz, 8 


| Nadaſti, leaving i in it a ſufficient garriſon, march- 


ed with the remainder of his troops, and joined the 
main army of the Auſtrians, under the command 
of prince Charles of Lorrain and mareſchal Daun, 
who had inveſted Breſlaw on the fide of the Oder, 
whilſt the prince of Beyern defended it on the 


tight, where he was ſtrongly encamped, with the 


396 * Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War in Germany, ut ſupra, p. 111. 
a 


FF LFA LF EILI TFE 


F FAS NLF A 


E 


5 Ca, 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 


153 


army under his command, under the cannon of Czar. 
the city. The whole army of the Auſtrians being 9 


thus united, and intelligence having arrived, that 1757. 
the king of Pruſſia was advancing to the relief . 


the prince of Bevern, it was immediately reſolved 
to attack that Pruſſian general in his intrenchments. 
Accordingly, on the twenty-ſecond of November, 
about nine in the morning, the Auſtrians began a 
moſt furious diſcharge of their cannon, forty of 
which were twenty-four pounders ; and at noon 
the Pruſſian intrenchments were ſtormed in every 
quarter. Twice were the Auſtrians repulſed with 
great ſlaughter ; but at the third attack, the'Pruſ- 


fans being overpowered by numbers, and aſſailed 


on all ſides, began to loſe ground, and were forced 
to retire from one entrenchment to another. In 


this extremity, night coming on, the prince of Be- 


vern, being apprehenſive that his entrenchments 
would be entirely forced, and that he ſnould then 
be totally defeated, thought proper to retreat. He 
retired, with the greateſt part of his army, to an 
eminence on the banks of the Oder; whilſt the 
remainder of his troops threw themſelves into 
Breſlaw, . -. 

In A nadie” whe need nd 
number to that of the Pruſſians under the prince 
of Bevern; and the loſs of the Auſtrians, in the 


Lenden Magazine, MAY pay from the Los- 
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Cnar. battle of Bazs:. aw, amounted to about ſix thou! 
B. and, killed; wounded, and mifing. The log 0 
757. the Pruſſians muſt alſo have been conſiderable; 
but general Lloyd remarks , that &f their lo 
no account appeared; and it is ſuppoſed to Rave 
been much inferior to that of the Auſtrians,” On 
lieutenant- general, and four major- generals were 
wounded. On the fide of the Pruſſtans one gene. 
ral was killed; and prince Francis of Brunſwick, 
the prince of Wurtemberg, and general Schuhs 

were wounded . 
To days after the battle, he primacy 
rode out carly in the morning, attended: only by 
4 fingle fervant, to reconnoitre the enemy, when 
he fell in among a party of Croats,” by whoin he 
was. taken priſoner [x]. The command of the 


8 92 — _ 
e 838 


re 


LIES - 6 
* 


N 


„ en 
— — ——— par wag 
— - — , 
WG wwe rw RS. oe 
A * 
— — I . — 6 % J 
* 4 


r 
OF - 


* v 
- 1 4 3 
2 er 2 


»; Hiſt, ef the War, ut ſupra, p. 120. >} 
2% London Magazine, vol! XX VT. pe Gon 608, from de 


London Gazette. 
[* The following account is given of the prince of Bever 
being taken priſoner, in an extract of a letter from the Imperial 
army near Breſlaw, publiſhed in the London Gazette of Dec. 13, 
1787., On the 24th (of November) Te Deum was ung, 
tube ſame day the prince of Bevern, commander in chief of 
_ © the Pruſſian army, having been to reconnoitre us, had the 
«. misfortune; to fall into the hands of à body of Croats, who 
« were in general Beck's advanced poſts. He. is made priſoner 
of war, and carried to Stablowitz, where mareſchal Daun's 
N formerly were, and is guarded by a lieutenant and 

. 
thizty 
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Pruſſian troops then devolved upon general Kyow ; 
hut, on the twenty-fifth of November, the city of 
Belau ſurrendered to the Auſtrians by capitula» 
tion. The garriſon, commanded by general Leſte- 
witz, was permitted to march out with all military 

IMMEDIATELY after the battle of Roſbach, the 
king of Pruſſia reſolved to march into Sileſia, in 
order to oppoſe the progreſs of the Auſtrians. 
Accordingly he ſet out from Leipſic on the twelfth 
u WH of November, at the head of nineteen battalions, 


and twenty-eight ſquadrons *'*; and whilſt he 


marched towards Luſatia, mareſchal Keith entered 


' thirty men. He is treated with every mark of diſtinction, 
* that his birth, character, and eminent qualities deſerve. You 
may eaſily imagine, that we are not ſorry for this accident; 
* for he cuts us out a great deal of work. London Mag, vol. 
XXVI. p- 607, 608. 

General Lloyd ſays, that the prince of Bevern was teleaſed in 
1753, without any ranſom, on account of his being ſomewhat 


the related to the exnpreſs-queen: but other accounts ſay, that he 


was releaſed in exchange for one of the Auſtrian generals. The 
king of Pruſſia having afterwards expreſſed ſome diſapprobatiog 
of his conduct, be retired to Stettin, of which he was governor, 
and continued there till 1762, when he was called to the army 


king was befieging Schweidnitz, This prince was eſteemed an 
able general: he was wounded at the battle of Molwitz; and 
Citinguiſhed himſelf in the battles of Hohen Friedberg, Lowo- 
ober fitz, and Prague. | 
un's '® Account of the progreſs of the Pruſſian army, and of 
and te battle of Liſa, ſuppoſed to be written by the king himſelf; 
ins Wl plied in he London Chronicle, vol. II. p. 66. 


in Sileſia, and had a corps entruſted to his command, while the 
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Cnar. Bohemia through the defile of Paßberg · with vie 
A. D. to draw the Auſtrian general Marſchal, then in Lufz, 
17597. tia, into Bohemia, and thereby to facilitate the mad 
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of the king. At Leutmeritz, mareſchal Keith ſeize 
a conſiderable magazine belonging to the Avftrians; 
he then fet fire to the bridge over the Elbe, and 
. marched on towards Prague; but after a ſhort ſtay 
in Bohemia, he marched back again into Saxony, 

Fur king arrived at Torgau on the fourteenth 
er the month; and on the ſeventeenth he paſſed 
the river at Groſſen-hayn, where he firſt heard of 
the furrender of Schweidnitz. On the twenty. 
fourth, he arrived at Naumbourg upo the Queiſs; 
and there he received information of the battle of 
Breflaw. He then made forced marches; and, 


on the twenty eighth arrived at Parchwitz near the 


Oder, where his vangyard furprized a detachment 


of eleven hundred Auſtrians, fifty of which were 


killed, and one hundred and fifty made.priſcners, 
The troops, which had been under the command 
of the prince of Bevern, had croſſed the Oder at 
Glogau, and joined the king on the ſecond of 


| a December. It is alſo ſaid, that about this time 
| i Frederick was joined by a conſiderable part of the 
"i late garriſon of Schweidnitz, which had riſen upon 


the eſcort by which they were guarded, and dil- 
perſed 'them ; and, without knowing the ſituation 
of the king, had the good fortune to meet him on 
his marck 8 1 

1 Annual Regiſter, — I. p. 2 Smollett, p. 185, Et: 
nes cab vol. III. p. 6. ON 
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Ox the fourth of December, Frederick arrived Car. 
at Neumarck, where was a conſiderable Auſtrian _— 


ö ed by two regiments of C 
magazine, guarded by gi roats, 2757-— 


who retired to a riſing ground. The king order- 
ed his huſſars to ſurround them, and ſent a trumpet 
to ſummon them to ſurrender themſelves priſoners 
of war. Upon their refuſal, the huſſars of Ziethen 
fell upon them ſabre in hand, and ſome hundreds 
of them having been cut-in pieces, the reſt threw 
down their arms. Frederick now received in- 
formation, that prince Charles of Lorrain, and 
mareſchal Daun, had left Breſlaw ; that the Auſ- 
tian army had advanced beyond Lissa ; and that 
their right wing was covered by the village of 
Niepern, and their left by that of Golau, with the 
rivulet of Schweidnitz in their rear. He imme- 
Giately reſolved to attack them; and accordingly 
gave orders to his army to march for that purpoſe 
at five the next morning, which was the fifth of 
December, juſt one month from the day on which 
he had gained his victory at Roſbach. 

AT day-break, a part of the Auſtrian cavalry 
were deſcried on a hill, about half a league from 
Neumarck. They had ſpread themſelves ſo much, 
that they were at firſt ſuppoſed to be the whole 
Auſtrian army ; but, upon a nearer approach, they 
were diſcovered to be only two regiments of huſ- 
lars, and ſome Saxon dragoons, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant general count Noltitz, They 

London Mag. vol. XXVI. p. 60g. 
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were attacked by the Pruſſian vanguard, who drow 
A. D. them baek to their own camp, and took fix of 
1757. ficers, and about five hundred men priſoners. 
— ard a ferns 7 
front of the village of Lzurnuzn, upon a fine pln, 
with ſome adjacent eminences well furniſhed with 
illery, and fortified both on the right and left by 
front was interſected by many cauſeways; and t 
make the whole more imptacticable, the Auſtrians 
had felled great numbers of trees, and ſcattered 
them in the way. The Auſtrian army alſo 3. 
mounted to more than ſeventy chouſand men 
while chat of che king of Pruffia did not exceed 
thirty-ſix thouſand, 
IT was about orie o'clock at noon when the bat. 
which were forced by the Pruffians. Some br 
alſo attacked by the Pruſſians, and routed after a 
obftinate reſiſtance. The Auſtrian generals wer 
deceived by the rapid motions of the king of Prof 
towards their right wing, againſt which he had made 
great demonſtrations, and which induced them to 
collect their chief ſtrength thither : whilſt he, be. 
ing concealed by certain heights, which they had 


neglefted to occupy, brovght is whole fark 
a maſter) 
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vas founded on the moſt ſublime principles of 
« war, Though his army was much inferior to 
© that of the enemy, yet, by dint oſ ſuperior ma- 
© nceuvres, he brought more men into action, at 
« the point attacked, than they; wihuch muſt be 
* deciſive, when the _ are nearly — in 
goodneſs 8. 

Ar the beginning of the wen, it was almoſt 
impoſſible for the Pruſſian cavalry to act, on ac- 
count of the impediments which the Auſtrians had 
thrown in their way; but by degrees theſe obftruc- 
tions were ſo far overcome, that the Proflian ca- 
valry ated with great effect; and the judicious 
diſpoſitions of the king greatly contributed to the 
defeat of the Auſtrians. When he firſt formed his 
amy, he had placed four baztalions behind the 
covalry of his right wing, foreſceing that general 
Nadaſti, Who was placed with a corps de reſerve 
on the enemy's left, deſigned to take him in flank. 
[t happened as he had foreſeen ; that general's horſe 
atacked the King's right wing with great fury; 
but he was received · with fo ſevere a fire from the 
four battalions, chat he was obliged to retire in 


en Hift. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 299. 300. 
% ik, of the War in Germany, vol. I. p- 139. 


dic. 


maren rates of generalſhip, to bear-upon their. Cane. 
iſ, againſt which he meditated his real attack . 1 f. 
General Lloyd remarks, that © the king's conduct 1757. 
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Cnar. diſorder 186. The Auſtrians gave way on all ſides 


ye os but at ſome diſtance recovered themſelves, aud 
1757 · rallied three times, animated by their officers, and 


doubts; and they maintained the battle at this place 


fuperior valour of the Pruſſians, and to retire with 


_ © had thrown away their arms, and loſt their cannon, ammuti- 


/ 
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by the ſuperiority of their numbers. They made 
a great ſtand at the village of LzuTHen, which 
was defended on all ſides by entrenchments and re. 


hat... a> To % a. as tan 


about an hour longer. But they were at length 
compelled to give up the conteſt, to yield to the 


precipitation. They were purſued by the Pruffin 
cavalry and huſſars great part of the night; and 
the king himſelf purfued them as far as L114, 
where his army ſpent the night under arms; and 

— $9 = 
minated on 
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ne Annual Regiſter, vol. I. p. 25. 
o] Voltaire ſays, The king of Pruſſia, rb 
« army in Thuringia, at Roſbach, ſet out next to fight the 
* Auſtrian army at ſixty leagues diſtance. The French migit 
© then till have entered Saxony. The conquerors had marchel 
« elſewhere, and there was nothing to oppoſe them. But they 


2 


© tion, and proviſions, and above all, their underſtanding. 
© They were diſperſed, and their remains were with difficult 
collected. A month afterward», and on the ſame: day of ir 
month, Frederick gained a ſtill more fignal, and better con- 
© teſted victory, over the Auſtrian army near Breſſaw, He + 
© took Breſlaw, with fifteen thouſand priſoners, and the reſt 
« Silefia ſoon ſubmitted to him. Dep * 
cs 
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Tux loſs of the Auſtrians, in killed and wound- Cnar. 
ed, at the battle of L1ssa, is computed to have —_ iq 


amounted to more than ten thouſand; while that 2757+ | 


of the Pruſſians did not exceed three thouſand. 
The number of Auſtrians taken priſoners in the 


battle, and in the purſuit, amounted to twenty- 


one thouſand five hundred men. Among the pri- 


ſoners were about three hundred officers. One 


hundred and fifty pieces of cannon alſo fell into the 


hands of the Pruſſians, together with many mili- 


tary trophies, and four thouſand waggons, laden 
with baggage and ammunition, In the purſuit, 
the confuſion of the Auſtrians became fo great, 
that a cornet of general Ziethen's regiment, with a 
party of ten Pruſſians only, took, diſarmed, and 
brought priſoners to the head-quarters, one hun- 
dred Auſtrians ; for which gallant action Frederick 
promoted the cornet to the rank of a captain, and 
conferred on him the order of merit s. | 

Arrzx this great victory, the king of Pruſſia 


marched to Breſlaw, and immediately opened the 


trenches before that city. On the ſixteenth of De- 
cember, a bomb having fallen into a magazine of 
powder, the attacked baſtion, and near half the ad- 


* formed ſuch acts. We muſt, therefore, pardon him his poetry, 
* his pleaſantries, his little malice, and even his fins againſt the 

* female ſex. All the faults of the man vaniſh before the glory 
* of the hero." Memoires de Voltaire, p- 172, 173. 


e Entick's Hiſt. af the War, vol. III. p. 1. 
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1757. 


venteen thouſand men, including thirteen gener: 


blockade of Schweidnitz was alſo formed, as cloſt. 


* dn their ſeveral poſts, unable to ſuſtain the ſeverity of the coll, 
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joining curtain was blown up, and above eig 
hundred of the Auſtrians. This misfortune obligei 
the commandant to capitulate on the twentieth o 
the month. The garriſon, conſiſting of above þ. 


officers, and the ſick and wounded at the two hf 
battles, were made priſoners of war 7, Th, 


LY 0 —— __ ' [I — _—_—. TY Wh 


ly as the extreme ſeverity of the weather [y] would 
permit; whilſt the Pruſſian parties not only re. 
117 Lloyd's Hiſt, of the War, ut ſupra, p. 135. 
Ir] Dr. Smollett obſerves, that © ſuch was the rigour df tle 
« ſeaſon, that ſome hundreds of the ſentinels dropped down dead 


The Germans lie under the general reproach of paying wy 
© little regard to the lives of their ſoldiers ; and, indeed, thi 
practice of winter-campaigns, in ſuch a cold country, helpeas 
© very little regard to the dictates of humanity,” Hit. ut fi 

pra, p. 189. 
Though the king of Pruſſia himſelf acknowledges, in hi 
« Military Inſtructions for the Generals of his Army,“ that le 
had made more winter-campaigns than any other general of li 
own time, he yet makes the following remarks relative to fud 
campaigns, © Winter-campaigns are the ruin of your troops 
not only on account of the ſickneſs they occaſion, but becauk, 
from your continual motion, they can neither be clothed nor 
«* recruited, The ſame want of repoſe, prevents all your cat 
© riages, &c, from being properly - repaired, and ends in thei 
© total deſtruction. Nothing can be more certain, than that ir 
© beſt army in the world cannot long ſupport ſuch campaign 
| 3% Abo Mt: | * 
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poſſeſſed choſe parts of Sileſia which belonged te to Srar⸗ 
the king, bur penetrating into the Auſtrian diviſion, A. D. 


reduced Jagerndorff, Troppau, and Teſchen, and 
left to the empreſs- queen, excepting Schweidnitz, 
which was now beſieged, not the leaſt footing in 
that country, in which, leſs than a month before, 
her dominion was ſuppoſed to be perfectiy re- 
eſtabliſhed . 

Tavs ended the active and memorable cam- 
paign of 17 57, in which Frederick, notwithſtand- 
ing his defeat at Kolin, and the other misfortunes 
which he met with, had gained three ſignal and 
important victories, that of Px Aux, of Roszach, 
and of L1s8a; and in each of theſe battles he had 


| himſelf commanded in perſon. It was a year diſ- 


tinguiſhed by great events, and by. ſtriking revo- 
lutions of fortune; and in which the great power of 
the king of Pruſſia's enemies had been remarkably 
either baffled, or defeated. The numerous ar- 
mies which had been brought againſt him ap- 
peared almoſt annihilated ; and the rapidity with 
which he recovered his loſſes, the ſtand which he 
made againſt the potentates that were united againſt 
him, the greatneſs of his enterprizes, and the 


* for which naſa, winter expeditions ought by all means fo he 

* avoided : not but there is a poſſibility of a general being ſo er - 
* cumſtanced, 2 be obliged to have recourſe to that kind of 
* ruinous war.“ Military Inſtructions, p. 170. 


1 Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 25. 
2 ſplendour 


14 ME MOIRS Op 


Cn ate ſplendour of his victories, arreſted the attention, 
A. D. and excited the admiration of ſurrounding nations, 
2 Throughout the year, he diſplayed ſuch conſum- 
= mate military ſkill, ſuch vigour and fortitude of 
mind, and ſuch heroic courage, as extorted the 
applauſe even of his enemies. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Schweidnitz ſurrenders to the king of Pruſſia. —A 
ſubſidiary treaty entered into between him and the 
king of Great Britain. — Frederict enters Moravia 
at the head of bis army, and lays fiege to Olmutz. 
— Mareſchal Daun alſo enters Moravia, mtercepts 


the Pruſſian convoys, and obliges the king to raiſe 
the fiege. 3 


A 


. WM 


T the opening of the campaign of the year Cn. 
1758, the king of Pruſſia divided his forces —_ 


into four ſeparate bodies; one of which he ordered 1758. 
to aſſemble on the right of the Oder, between 


Wohlau and Glogau, to cover Sileſia on that fide, 
and make head againſt the Ruſſians, in caſe they 
ſhould advance that way ; another towards Upper 
Sileſia, on the ſide of Moravia, which preſerved at 
the ſame time a communication with Glatz; the 
third in Luſatia, to ſecure the communication with 
Saxony, and annoy the frontiers of Bohemia ; 
while the fourth and principal body, which was to 
be under the immediate command of the king him- 
elf, was aſſembled near Schweidnitz. As the flege 
of that place had been turned into a blockade, it 
was not inveſted in form till the twenty-firſt of 
March, when the operations were carried on with 
5 eat vigour, and the place ſurrendered on the ſix- 

M I. e dent 


b - oo 4; 


—— — — — 2 
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| Cnar. teenth of April, The garriſon, which had been 
. reduced by ſickneſs during the blockade, and 
1758, their loſſes during the ſiege, from ſeven to litth 
OS more than three thouſand men, were made priſon. 
| | ers of War. 
Or the king's behaviour, during this ſiege, to 
an officer of artillery in his ſervice, but who ſeems 
not to have been a native of the Pruſſian domi. 
nions, an anecdote is related, which appears not 
unworthy of being preſerved. The king had ex. 
preſſed much diflatisfaftion at the engineers and 
miners in the courſe of the ſiege ; and in particular 
treated this officer, who was a captain of artillery, 
ſomewhat rudely; and concluded with ordering 
him to leave his ſervice, The officer, who was 
then in the trenches, made no reply, but imme- 
diately quitted the ſpot. The king, ſeeing hin 
walk off, called him back, and ſaid to him, «You 
* may ſtay till the ſiege is over, and then you 
«© may go.” © I am obliged to your majeſty,” 
replied the officer, © for giving me leave to break 
F an arm, or a leg, before I leave your ſervice; 
cc but I ſhall ftand in need of both, to fave you 
cc majeſty the expence of having me carried out of 
& your territories.” The king ſmiled at the of 
 ficer's repartee, ſent him back to his poſt, and 0r- 
dered him a gratuity *', 
149 Obſervations on the Military Eftabliſhment, c. of te 
King of Pruffia, p. 50, The author of this publication inform 
vs, that this ancedgte was TR ET ITT 
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As at the cloſe of the preceding year the Hano- 8 
verians had reſumed their arms, and began to act A. D. 
with vigour againſt the French, it alſo appeared = 


early in the year 1758, that the king of Pruſſia 
would derive great aſſiſtance, if not by auxiliary 
troops, at leaſt by a ſupply of money, from the 
king and parliament of Great Britain. It has, in- 
deed, been ſaid, that though no ſubſidy was open- 
ly mentioned in the firſt treaty made by his Britan- 
nick majeſty with the king of Pruſſia, yet that a 
ſubſidy of 200,000]. was privately ſtipulated, How- 
ever that were, a ſecond treaty was concluded be- 
tween their Britannick and Pruſſian majeſties, which 
was ſigned at London on the twelfth of April, 1758, 
in which it was ſtated, that the extraordinary efforts 
made by his Pruſſian majeſty, to defend himſelf 
againſt the numerous enemies, who had affailed 
him on all ſides at once, had put him to a very 
heavy expence ; whilſt, on the other hand, his re» 
venues had greatly decreaſed in that part of his do- 
minions which had been the theatre of war; and as 
the contracting powers had mutually. reſolved to 
continue their efforts for their reciprocal defence 
and ſecurity, for the recovery of their poſſeſſions, 
the, protection of their allies, and the ſupport of the 


liberties of the Germanic body, his Britannick ma- 


jeſty had, from theſe conſiderations, determined to 
grant to his Pruſſian majeſty an immediate ſuccour 


in n as being the moſt ſpeedy and efficacious 


M 4 method 


168 


2 method of attaining the ends propoſed. It then 
A. B. farther ſtated, that the king of Great Britain eq. 
| 1758. gaged to pay, in the city of London, to ſuch per. 


lity, of what kind en without the PI 


tannick majeſty, was in a very high degree injudi- 
cious and impolitic ; and the ſecond was extremely 


Nenne vol. III. p. 74. 75. 
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ſon or perſons as ſhould be authorized to receive 
it, the ſum of four millions of German crowns, 
amounting to SIX HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THOU. 
SAND "POUNDS STERLING, to be paid at once, and 
in one whole ſum, immediately after the exchange 
of ratifications, upon ven demanded by his Pruſ- 
ſian majeſty . 

Fox this enormous ſubſidy no ſpecific ſervices 
were ſtipulated to be rendered either to Great Bri- 
tain, or to the electorate of Hanover. Tt was only 
ſtated, in general terms, that his Pruffian majeſty 
engaged to apply the money in augmenting and 
keeping up his forces, which ſhould act as might 
be moſt for the intereſt of the common eauſe, and 
for the purpoſe of reciprocal defence and mutual 
ſecurity. It was added, that neither of the con- 
tracting powers ſhould conclude any peace, make 
any truce, or enter into any treaty of neut. 


of the other. 
Taz firſt Pruſſian treaty entered into by his Bri- 


burthenſome to his ſubjects. Indeed, by theſe 
* London Magazine, vol. XXVII. p. 442. Entick's Hit 


treaties 
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treaties he involved his regal dominions in an im- 7 


menſe expence, and rendered no real ſervice to the A. 


R 


clectorate of Hanover. The preſervation of the — 


balance of power in Europe, was one reaſon aſſign- 
ed ſor a connection with Pruſſia. But no ſecurity 
was derived to the balance of power from the Pruſ- 
ſian treaties. Few events could have more endan- 
gered that balance, than a union between the power- 
ful houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon; and this union 
appears to have been entirely occaſioned by the 
firſt Pruſſian treaty. It may alſo be obſerved, that 
no one intereſt of Great Britain was promoted by 
the war carrying on by the king of Pruſſia againſt 
the empreſs-queen ; nor could Great Britain derive 
any advantage from his invaſion of Saxony, a Pro- 
teſtant electorate, with the ſovereign of which his 
Britannick majeſty had been in cloſe alliance, and 
from whom he had received no injury. Ruſſia had 
alſo been in alliance with Great Britain; and it 
could not be advantageous to the latter to be at va- 
nance with the czarina. 

Bur notwithſtanding the many yen that may 
be urged, againſt the part which was taken by 
Great Britain in ſupport of the king of Pruſſia, the 


fact was, that, after his victories at Rosza ch and 


Lissa, this prince became extremely popular in 
England I. His heroic qualities excited admi- 
| ration ; 

N] Count Algarotti ſays, that che Freach army having 
been routed by the king of Pruſſia, when it was leaſt expected, 
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gaged were not ſufficiently inveſtigated, or under. 

ſtood; 
© at the memorable battle of Rosnacn, and in a month after, 
« the Auſtrians at the ſtill more memorable battle of Liz, 


* which was followed by the taking of Breſlaw, the Engliſh he. 
gan to talk of nothing but the king of Prufſia's victories, | 


was a ſcandal, they ſaid, to leave at the mercy of Fortune: 


Hero, who ſhould be conſidered as the champion of the Pm. 
© teſtant cauſe in Germany, and the only prince on the continent 
« worthy the alliance of England, in oppoſition to France, Hi 
« portrait was every where to be ſeen, and was the admiration 


_ © of all deſcriptions of perſons, His birth-day was kept through 


* the whole iſland with as much rejoicing, as if at Roſbach he 
© had ſaved England from the invaſion of the French. The 
king took the advantage of this public enthuſiaſm, to bring 
© once more upon the carpet the propoſition of ſending an army, 
or at leaſt a large body of Engliſh troops, to the continent. 
© The next year, large reinforcements of Engliſh troops wer 
« ſent to Germany; the famous treaty of ſubſidy with Prufſa 
© was concluded; and then it was that P1TT conceived the idea 
of conquering America in Germany; conſtrained, as he lin- 
* {elf has fince acknowledged, by the neceſſity which Englih 
* miniſters will ever be under, whilſt the king of Great Britan 
is elector of Hanover. Letters Military and Political, p. ia, 


128, 129. 


Such was the enthuſiaſm of many in England for the king df 
Pruſſia, that ſubſcriptions were propoſed to be raiſed for kim; 
and a maiden lady, of Saliſbury, remitted to him, by het 


banker, one thouſand pounds as a preſent. Gent. Mag, fortit 


year 1758, p. 142. Some Engliſh noblemen and gentlemen allo 
made offers of entering into his army as volunteers, but their 
offers were declined. The king's anſwer was, that ““ he vs 


10 egen r we- Far by choſe Engliſh rat 
« ya 
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food ; and he was conſidered as the great defender Guan 
of the Proteſtant religion in Germany; though the A, B. 

war, in which he was engaged, had not in reality 2758. 

any connection whatever with religion [x]. He © 
would as readily have united himſelf with the king 
of France, as with the king of England, if he had 
thought his own views would have been equally 
promoted. No new deſigns againſt the Proteſtant 
religion had been formed by any of the Popiſh 


men and gentlemen, who were deſirous to learn the art of 
* war under him, by ſerving as volunteers; but that the luxury 
« and expence of the Britiſh nobility and gentry could not be 
* admitted into his camp, leſt it ſhould prove infectious.“ Be- 
ſides his apprehenſions from the infection of luxury, Frederick 
was probably conſcious, from what he might have learned of 
the Engliſh character, that there were many things in his con- 
duct, which, upon a near inſpection, would not naturally re- 
commend him to Engliſhmen ; and that the reports which they 
might tranſmit to their own country concerning him, might 
have no tendency to increaſe the ardour of the people of England 
in his ſupport, 

ſz] In a declaration which was publiſhed by the empreſs- 
queen at Vienna, in anſwer to a manifeſto of the king of Pruſſia, 
is the following paſſage ; * The hoſtile projects which the king 
of Pruſſia hath cheriſhed in his own breaſt were to ſeem the 
* conſequences of that zeal, with which he pretended to be filled 
for the ſupport of the Proteſtant religion, which was diſturbed 
* or threatened by none : whereas the perſons of beſt ſenſe of 
* that very religion are convinced, that if only the ſupport of 
religion was in queſtion, the king of Pruſſia would not ſacri- 
* fice one private ſoldier to the cauſe,' Literary Magazine, 
vol J. p. 432. 


, 
| 
| 


princes z 


72 
Cray. princes; and, indeed, from no Roman Cathgli 


A. D. Prince in that age, did the Proteſtants in German 
758. ſaffer ſo much, as they did from the king of Pri. 


ſition to his former declarations and opinions, re. 


given great offence to king George II. When he 
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ſia. This was the cafe not in Saxony only, but ig 
Bohemia, and other places, 

Ar the period of which I am writing, Mr, Prrr 
was ſecretary of ftate in England; and it was ma. 
nifeft, that this great miniſter now acted in Oppo- 


ſpecting continental connections, in compliance 
with the perſonal prejudices of the king. When 
out of office, he had vehemently declared in par. 
lament, that“ not a man, no, not half a man, 
& ſhould be ſent to fight the battles of any foreign 
« elector; and his declarations of this kind had 


was ſecretary of ſtate in 1757, he {till continued to 
oppoſe ſending Britiſh troops to Germany, and was 
removed from his office ; but he was afterwards 
re-inſtated, by the voice of the people prevailing 
againft the private inclinations of the king, He 
concurred, however, the following year, in the ſe- 
cond Pruſſian treaty, and in the meaſures which 
were the reſult of it. As to the firſt Pruſſian treaty, 
it was concluded- when he was not in power ; and 
he could not, therefore, be anſwerable for the con- 
ſequences. Mr. Prrr poſſeſſed an elevated genius, 
had great-views, and really wiſhed to promote the 
honour and the intereſt of his country; but he was 
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alſo influenced by motives of ambition; and he Cxar. 
found, that no man was likely to continue long in & P. 
power, who would not comply with the perſonal 1758. 
prejudices of the king, and ſupport his attachment 
to German ſubſidies, . and German connections. 
« What the king has moſt at heart,” ſays count 
Algarotti, © is certainly his electorate of Hanover. 
« This is the compaſs that has uniformly guided 
« the wars of England, ſince the elevation of the 
« houſe of Brunſwick to the throne of that king- 
dom; and the preſervation of this electorate will 
« ſtill continue to be the ruling principle. 

Bur it is neceſſary that I ſhould return to the 
military operations of the king of Pruſſia. After 
| the ſurrender of Schweidnitz, he advanced to the 
1 he WM caftern frontier of Bohemia, and ſent a detachment | 
1to s far as Trautenau, which was garriſoned by a { 
was Wi body of Auſtrians, who, after an obſtinate reſiſt» | 
ds ance, abandoned the place, and retreated towards 
ing Wl their grand army. By this ſucceſs he opened to 
He WM himſelf a way into Bohemia, by which he poured | 
fe- In detachments of light troops, to raiſe contribu- | 
ich WF tions, and harraſs the out-poſts of the enemy. At | 
ny, the fame time, the baron de la Mothe Fouquet 
and WF marched with another body of troops againſt the 
on- Auſtrian general Jahnus, who was poſted in the 
us, Wi county of Glatz, and whom he obliged to abandon | 
the al the poſts that he occupied in that country. He 


Ih 8 Letters Military and Political, p. 101, | 
purſued 
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8 purſued him as far as Nachod, wighin twenty mils 


B. of Koningſgratz, where the grand Auſtrian army 


9 5 was now encamped, under the command of mare. 


ſchal Daun. Beſides theſe. excurſions, the king 
ordered a body of thirty thouſand men to be aſſem. 


bled, to act under the command of his brother 
prince Henry, who had diſplayed great military 


talents againſt the army of the empire, which had 


in Franconia, under the command of the prince 
de Deuxponts. 


Tre king of Pruſſia, by the motions of his 
troops, took ſome pains to induce the Auſtrians to 
believe, that he intended to carry the war into 
Bohemia. But his real deſign was to change the 
theatre of war, and to penetrate into Moravia, : 
fertile country, which had hitherto been kept free 
from ravage and contribution. And if he cou 
have ſucceeded in his operations in this country, 
his ſucceſſes, by opening to him the neareſt road 
to Vienna, muſt have proved more deciſive than 
in any other place. Accordingly having poſted 
ſome of his troops in ſuch a manner, as to deceive 
the enemy with reſpect to his real deſign, the man 
of his army, by a very rapid march, entered into 
Moravia in two columns. As by this unexpet- 


ed march he had thrown his enemies behind him, 
it was expected, that he would have proceeded 


* Annual Regiſter, vol. I. p. 40, 41. 
direct 
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directly to Vienna. But he ſaw the danger of 5 
leaving an Auſtrian garriſon in Olmutz, ſupported A. B. 
by an Auſtrian army in his rear. He, therefore, 758. 
reſolved to make himſelf maſter of that ſtrong town, 
before he advanced farther. He accordingly open- 
ed the trenches before it on the twenty ſeventh of 
May, with the moſt fanguine expectations of 
ſucceſs ®, He drove the Auſtrian and Saxon 
cavalry, under general Ville, beyond Wiſchaw ; 
and his army took poſſeſſion of all the poſts, which 
were proper for covering the troops intended to be 
employed in the fiege. The margrave Charles 
1s to WM occupied the poſt of Neuſtadt; the prince of An- 
into MY balt-Deſſau that of Littau; and the king himſelf | 
the un | 
, Olitſchau ““. | 
free Maxrscnal Daun being appriſed of Frederick's | 
ould W motions and deſigns, now quitted his camp at 
ny, Leutomiſſel in Bohemia, and entered Moravia by | 
road che way of Billa. He did not, however, think it = 
thn WM prudent to attack the king of Pruſſia; bur ſuppoſed = | 
oſted that he might more certainly and ſafely prevent his 
dere WW progreſs, by adopting a more wary and cautious 
man mode of conduct. He took his poſts from Gewics 
to Littau, in a mountainous country, in a ſituation 
in which it was impoſſible to attack him. He had 
the fertile country of Bohemia, from whence he 

* Hiſt. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 311. | 

"4 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. III. p. 150. 
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Crar. readily and certainly drew ſupplies, at his rear, 
A. D. His ſcheme was, to relieve the beſieged occaſional. 
—.— ly, to harraſs the beſiegers, and to intercept their 


convoys from Sileſia; and this ſcheme ſucceeded 
to his wiſh **5, Olmut is fo extenſive in its works, 
and fo peculiarly ſituated on the river Moravia, that 
it is a city which it is very difficult completely to 
inveſt. So that ſome of the king's poſts being 


_ neceſſarily weakened, by occupying ſo great an 


extent of country, they were attacked by count 
Daun's detachments from time to time, with ſuch 
ſucceſs, that abundant ſuccours both of men and 
ammunition were thrown into the place. Theſe 
attacks were moſtly made by night, and very few 
nights paſſed without ſome attack. The ſucceſs 
was various. But the operations of the ſiege were 
greatly diſturbed by theſe continual alarms . The 
forage in the neighbourhood of Moravia had alfo 
become extremely ſcarce; ſo that the Pruſſſan 
horſe were obliged to make excurſions for forage 
to a great diſtance, and were conſequently expoſed 
to great fatigue, and often. liable to ſurprize. 
Mareſchal Daun availed himſelf of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances; and it was in vain that the king of 
Pruſſia employed various arts to incite him to a 
battle. While the garriſon made repeated fallies, 


do retard the operations of the beſiegers, the Aul- 


125 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 315. 
126 Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra. . 


| FREDERICK THE THIRD. 
trian general harraſſed the Pruſſian foraging parties, 
fell upon different quarters of their army in the 
night, and kept them in continual alarm. Not- 


withſtanding theſe obſtructions, the king finiſhed | 


his firſt parallel, and proceeded with ſuch vigour, 
as ſeemed to promiſe a ſpeedy reduction of the 
place, when his deſign was entirely fruſtrated by 
the vigilance and activity of count Daun. That 
able general having received intelligence, that a 
large convoy had ſet out from Sileſia for the Pruſ- 
ſian camp, reſolved to ſeize this opportunity of 
compelling the king to deſiſt from his enterprize. 
He ſent general Jahnus, with a ſtrong body of 
troops, towards Bahrn, and another detachment to 
Stadt-Liebe, with orders to attack the convoy on 
different ſides ; while he himſelf advanced towards 
the beſiegers, as if he intended to give them bat- 


tle. Frederick was not deceived; by this feint. 


From the motions of the Auſtrian general, he 
ſuſpected his real ſcheme, and immediately dif 
patched general. Ziethen, with a ſtrong reinforce- 
ment, to protect the convoy, which was eſcorted 
by eight battalions, and about four thouſand men, 
who had been ſick, and were juſt recovered ;. and 
who, it is ſaid, © were regimented for the ſake of 
te order in the march. But before Ziethen 


n Relation of the King of Pruflia's proceedings, from his 
entering Moravia, &c. publiſhed by authority at Berlin, and 
ſuppoſed to be written by the king himſelf, printed in the Lon- 


don Mag. vol. XXVII. Pe 412, 413, c. | 
Vor. II. N could 
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could join them, the convoy had been attacked; 


A. B. though the affailants were repulſed with conſider- 


1758. 
— HIP 


able loſs. Mareſchal Daun, however, took care 
chat they ſhould be immediately reinforced; and 
the next day, which was the rwenty-ninth of June, 
the attack was renewed with much greater effect. 
Four hundred waggons, four battalions of Pruſſian 
infantry, and about a thouſand troopers, had ſcarce- 


y paſſed the defiles of Domſtadt, when the Auſ- 


trians charged them furiouſſy, both on the ſide of 
Bahrn, and. on that of Domſtadt. The head of 
the convoy was cut off from the reſt; and general 
Ziethen, though he exerted himſelf like a brave 
and able officer, was obliged to abandon his mag: 


Bons, and retire to Troppau 


Tuvs almoſt the whole Proffian convoy fell 
into the hands of the Auftrians, who took above 
fix hundred priſoners, together with general Put- 
kammer. This unfavourable ' everit compelled 
Frederick to raiſe the ſiege; bur if the convoy had 
arrived fafe, it was fuppofed that the place could 


not have held out more than a fortnight, though a 


very gallant defence was made _ We: Fe 
general Marſchall v. ess b 


128 Berlin, account, i in the Land, Mag. arr. 1 2 
9 Id. ibid. N 
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cnn; XXVI. 


frederick retires out of Moravia, de into Bobe- 
nia; and makes himſelf maſte# of Koning gratz. — 


Ne Rufſians enter "the Pruſſian domimions, and 


commit great ravages there.Siege of Cuſtrin.— 
The king of Pruſſia ſets out from Bohemia,” to oppoſe 
the progreſs of the WN —Battle of _ 


TE ee Pruſſia — deen obliged * g 
raiſe the ſiege of Olmutz, by the able and A. D. 
vigilant conduct of count Daun, no found it 758. 

neceſſary to change Ris deſigns, and to- retire out ; 
of Moravia. But it was a matter of ſome difficulty, 
to retreat without loſs, in the face oi a, vigilant 
enemy, prepared to ſeize every /oppottunity of 
advantage. In this, however, be had the good 
fortune to ſucceed. | Inſtead of falling back upon 
Sileſia, his moſt natural and obvious march, but 
which moſt have drawn: the Auſtrians into his own 
dominions, he determined: to take che. route of 
Bohemia, the frontiers of which: were left uncover 
ed, by mareſchal Daus, when be advanced his 
quarters to Proſtnitz, in order to ſuceour Olmuta 
the more effectually. After Frederick had taken 
his meaſures, he carefully concealed his deſigu from 
the Auſtrians. The day before the ſiege was raiſed, 
the firing of the Pruſſians continued as briſk as 


ever; and there was no appearance of their having 
N 2 any 


190 
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any intention to depart. But in the night of the 


firſt of July, the whole Pruſſian army took the 
road to Bohemia in two columns, ard gained an 
entire day's march upon the Auſtrians. So that, 
notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts that mareſchal 
Daun could make; to harraſs the king in his 
march, he advanced into Bohemia with little 
moleſtation, ſeized upon a large magazine at Leu- 


tomiſſel, defeated ſome bodies of Auſtrian troops 


who had attempted to diſturb him in his progreſs, 


and arrived at Koningſgratz, one of the moſt im- 
portant poſts in Bohemia; with all his ſick and 


wounded, and with all his baggage, artillery, and 


military ſtores. This place he made himſelf maſter 


of, after driving from it a body of ſeven thouſand 


' Auſtrians, who* were entrenched there; and he 


immediately laid the city, and ſeveral "A diſ- 
tricts, under contribution. 


DuxinG theſe tranſactions, the Ruſſian army, 
which was now commanded by general Fermer, 
mareſchal Apraxin having been removed fromm the 
command, had again entered the Pruſſian domi- 
nions, and corrtriitted great ravages in various 
parts of the country. Early in the year, general 
Fermor had taken poſſeſſion of Koningſburg, the 
capital of Ducal Pruſſia, without oppoſition '”; 
the Pruſſian troops having quitted that country, 
1% Annual Regiſter, vol. I. p. 42, 43- Smollett, ut ſupra, 
p. 327, 328. Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 312. 

* Entick's Hiſt, of the War, vol. III. p. 145, 
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in order to proſecute the war againſt the Swedes, — 2 
who had again commenced hoſtilities in the weſtern N. B. 
parts of Pomerania, But general Fermor aſter- 175% 8. 
wards advanced towards Sileſia, in order to co- 
operate with another body of Ruſſian troops, com- 
manded by general Browne, who had taken his 
route through Poland. By the firſt of July, both 
the bodies of Ruſſian troops had reached the 
frontiers of Sileſia, and ſome of their Coſſacks 
penetrating into that province, had committed 
great ravages, and overwhelmed the inhabitants 
with conſternation *?*, But the Ruſſian generals 


| afterwards changed their route, and entered the 


New Marche of Brandenburgh [s]; and they 
| inveſted 

1* Smoll ett, ut fupra, p. 329, 330, 

fs] The prince-royal of Pruſſia died about a month before 
the Ruſſians had entered the Pruffian territories. He | 
to have had a ftrong apprehenfion, that the conduct of 
Frederick would bring ruin upon the houſe of Brandenburgh ; 
and, when his phyficians informed him, that he could not live 
more than twenty-four hours, he is ſaid to have written a long 
letter to the king his brother, containing a free remonſtrance 
againſt ſome parts of his conduct; and in which letter were the 
following paſſages: * In theſe critical hours, in which I am 
© endeavouring to collect and to raiſe all the faculties of my 
* ſoul, for a laſt exertion, I neither can, nor will, deſcend to 
my perſonal grievances, I leave to my ſons the ſorrowful 
' ſatisfation of hearing you regret, that you have been too flow 
in doing me juſtice, I leave it to my brothers, Henry and 
Ferdinand, to point out the difference that you ought to make, 
between the princes of your blood, and the reſt of your ſub- 
eu. Your courtiers will themſelves do me juſtice, They 
_ N3 fare 
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inveſted Cusrxix, à fortified town, within fifty 
miles of Berlin, Count Dohna, with a body of 

w | 7 PruMan 


3 EW me with contempt ; they have dared to poſt up 


5 libels againſt me, But when time ſhall have conſoled them 
© for the expence of that mourning, which it will be neceſſary 
© for them to put themſelves to on my account, they will 
« acknowledge my rights, and be ſenſible of the injuries that 
F they have done me. Perhaps, fire, I ſhall be too much 


„ avenged by my ſons, by my brothers, by your friends, I 


© foreſee it; and it is in vain that I wiſti to exiſt only in the re. 
© membrance of your majeſty, Yes, fire, the regrets of my 
brother will be ſufficient, in my eyes, to expiate the faults of 
my king, I ſhould willogly leave poſterity in an error t. 
ſpecting my concerns, 

© Though I have given ſome flight to my imagination, the 
© ſlow fever which conſumes me has not ſufficiently enflamed 
© my blood, to throw any diſorder into my underſtanding. 


My ideas are arranged, and they produce themſelves. with or- 


« der, I have a fight ſufficiently ſtrong, to follow. Phaeton 
even to the utmoſt height of his courſe, Far from being da: 


* zled by the rays which ſurround him, I ſee with a fixed oe 
the progreſs of his downfall, the falſe courſes into which he 
\+. deyiates, the intractability of his horſes, and his own em- 


© barraſſment. And when I have ceaſed to reaſon upon the ſub- 


ect. I fix my attention upon the ſorrowful ſpectacle of his fall 


© and upon the misfortunes of his family. | 

© Your majeſty diſdains my predictions. Like. another Cal: 
* fandra, I have ſeen the court, and the army, inſult the genius 
* which infpires me, But condeſcend to liſten to me, fire, nov 
* that I cannot be ſuſpected of any illuſion, or deceit, in m) 
© auguries. 

Frinnes Trau. Fuit Ilium. There is an end, fire, of the 

power, and of the houſe of Pruſſia, if you continue to brate 
ei ara chart, nn: 


- - -_ * 8 
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pruſſian troops under his command, who had for Car. 


ſome time been employed in acting againſt the — 
Swedes, 758. 
— 


to conſider you as ſuperior to all the kings, whon: a boiſterous 
« life has rendered famous. I admit, that, with the fame 
« deſtiny as theirs, you may always have the advantage of being 


« lefs renowned by your fall, than by the great atchicvements 


„you have made before that ſhall take place, Yes, it would 
« be to degrade you, to compare you to the warlike kings of 
Sweden. Your forces are greater than thoſe of Guſtavus 
« Adolphus; you haye more knowledge and more prudence 
than Charles Guſtavus; and your talents are more various 
than thoſe of Charles XII. Nevertheleſs, your horoſcope is 
© more inauſpicious than theirs. The firſt prevented by his 
« death the inconſtancy of fortune; the ſecond died of chagrin; 
© when he was upon the point of being humbled ; the thigd, 
« ſurvived his grandeur aud his glory, Zut their cayſe was leſs 


diſadvantageous than yours, Charles XII. defended him - 


« ſelf; you have attacked. His enemies were deſirous to 
« weaken him; yours have a right to ruin you. His enemies 
required indulgence of him; you have need of that of your 
enemies. He wanted to avenge himſelf ; you are an object of 
* vengeance. They feared his perſon, they were diſarmed by 
* his death: your enemies hate the power, and dread the houſe 
of Pruſſia, Vour enemies cannot be appeaſed bat by the 
« deſtruction of the one, and the abaſement of the other. 
Charles marched againſt three ſovereigns who had delied him; 
you force all Europe to arm againſt you, Ihe princes of it 


* are leagued againſt your majeſty by juſtice and by intereſt; - 


and their ſubjects attach to your ruin the re- eſtabliſhment of 


peace, the honour of ſovexeignty, the ſafety of rot 


goyernment. The admiration that your great actions in- 
* ſpire, is an aſtoniſhment followed by fear, and by grief, 
„ann ſucceſs the ſlavery of the human race, the 
zunihilation of laws, the degradation of ſociety,” Ji de 
N 4 Fregerick 
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Cuar. Swedes, who had again commenced hoftilities, 


no attended the motions of the Ruſſians; bu kü 


A. 


1758. 


Frederick II. Roi de Pruſſe, edit. 8vo. Straſbourg, 1788, tom, 
II. p. 316, 317, 318. 

In the above letter the prince alſo tron remonſtrates againſt 
the king's treatment of the king of Poland, as elector of 
Saxony ; and ſpeaking of the correſpondence between the courts 
of Saxony and Vienna, publiſhed by Frederick, he ſays, * The 
© more you have proved that you were acquainted with the in- 
« tentions of Saxony, the more odious have you rendered its 
« invaſion, It has been ſeen, that, in order to procure this 
knowledge, your miniſter Malzham has degraded his cha- 


«© raſter; and that, by means proſcribed in ſociety, all that 


© you- have diſcovered is, that the king · elector of Saxony did 
© not love the power of Pruſſia, that he feared it, and that he 
© even dared to form projects to defend himſelf againſt it. 
© Pieces which are ſtolen make againſt the accuſer who pro- 


© duces them, n not prove the erime that they impute,' 


Ibid. p. 325. 

The prince likewiſe wakes a variety of obſervations whihs 
to the views and diſpoſitions of the different courts of Europe 
reſpecting the king of Pruſſia; and he remarks, that Hanover 
and England were Frederick's only allies. On this alliance, 
he ſaid, the king could not long depend ; for the Engliſh were 


ſufficiently acquainted with geography to know, that there 


« was but little communication between the Oder and the 
« Ohio,” Speaking of the czarina, he fays, * Ruſſia is per- 
* ſuaded, that your deſigns upon her occaſioned the applications 
* that you made to the court of Vienna, to ſubſtitute a truce of 


two years in the room of a ſolemn treaty of peace. She be- 


« Heves, that you wanted to tie up the hands of the empreſs- 
« queen, ſo as to put it out of her power to ſuccour her ally; 


at a ar agalat Ruſſia was the principal object of your in- 


* trigucs in Sweden; . deſigns ppon Content 
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force was not ſufficiently conſiderable to oppoſe Cnaz, 


their progreſs. They carried on the ſiege of Cuſ- 2 
trin with great fury; and threw ſuch a multitude 1758. 


of bombs and red hot balls into that city, that in a 
ſhort time it was on fire in eyery quarter. Some 
of the inhabitants were conſumed in the flames, 
ſome buried in the ruins, and ſome killed by the 
balls, which fell like hail in the ſtreets, The ſur- 
viving majority, who found ſafety neither within 
nor without their houſes, abandoned their homes 
« and that Poliſh Pruſſia and Pomerania would be very conveni- 
« ent for you; that you find Ruſſia the greateſt obſtacle to this 

« rounding of your dominions; and, in ſhort, ſhe believes, 


« that ſhe bas the ſame intereſt in your abaſement as thyhouſe 


« of Auſtria.” He concludes with exhorting the king his 
brother, in very pathetic terms, to liſten to terms of peace, 
jad cheoeby $0. ppovage the rein; of diol. af pang 2nd 
of his royal houſe, 

Frederick, who had no great faith in the prediAions of phyſi 
cane, js ſaid Ip hoe writen un aber 10 kis_ beqcher; . 
preſſing his hopes of hls life, and teſtifying great regard far 
him. In the letter attributed to him on this occaſion, he alſo 


made ſome obſervations ip vindication, or extenuation, of his 


own conduct; and he endeavoured to ſhew that his ſituation 
was leſs dangerous than his brother apprehended, He hinted to 
him, that he had formed ſome great ſchemes, which would be 
beneficial and honourable to their royal houſe, which he would 
communicate to him on his recovery, but which he did not 
think proper to commit to paper. He expreſſed his ardent 


wiſhes for his brother's recovery, and then aſſured him that he. 


would open to him all his views, and treat him with the moſt 


* unreſerved confidence, Fie de Frederik Il. 3 ut 
fupra 5. 327332 


and 
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2127 andheir ſüh dnn and fled, eee e 
A. D. naked, out of the city, on that fide which was no 


— , inveſted [7], The ee however, did every 


"thing 


fr] In the tranſlation of a letter written bv an inhabitant of 
Cos rait, who was reſident in the eity during part of the fege, 


ae the following paſſages ; © The enenyy threw fuch a multi- 


_ * tude of bombs and red hot bullets into the city, that by nize 
„clock (in the morning of Auguſt 15,) it burat with great 


fury in three different places, which could not be extinguiſh. 
5 ed; as the houſes were cloſely built, and the ſtreets narrow, 
The air appeared like a ſhower of fiery rain and hail, The 
« furptized inhabitants had not time to think of any thing, but 
of ſxving their lives, by getting into the open fields. I, a 
« well-as many others, had hardly time to put on my clothes, 
s leading my wife, with a young child in her arms, 
and driving my other children and fervants before me, who 
© were almoſt naked, having ever fince the firſt fright run about 


© 2s they got ont: of bed, the bombs and red hot bullets fell 


© round about us; but, thank God, I and my family received 
no hurt. The bombs, in burſting, daſhed the houſes, and 
« every thing that was in their way, to pieces. Thus I went 
out of one miſery into another, leaving every individual thing 
behind me. Every body that could, got out of the town as 
« faſt as poſſible; and the crowd of naked, and in the higheſt 


degree wretched people, was vaſtly great. Among the 


© women were many of. diſtinction, who had neither ſhoes gor 
« ſtockings, nor hardly any thing elſe on, thinking of nothing 
© but of ſaving their lives. When I had ſeen my family in the 


| © open field, I endeavoured to return to fave ſomething, if 


« poflible, but in vain. I could not force my way through the 
* multitude of people, thronging out at the gate, ſome few 
* with horſes and carriages, and others with fick and bed-ridden 
on their backs. The bombs, cannon- balls, and red hot bul- 
c _ fell ſo thick, that every body thought themſelves * 
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thing in his power, -for the defence of the walls and & 
ruins of the place; but the walls, which were built A. B. 


187 


VI, 


in the old manner, did not promiſe a fucceſsful 758. 


defence ; the Ruſſians had poſted themſelves in the 


if they could eſcape, Many thouſands are made miſerable, 
inhabitants as well as ſtrangers; for many from the open 
country, and defenceleſs towns in Pruſſia, Pomerania, and 
the New Marche, had fled hither with their moſt valuable 
effects, when the Ruſſians entered the Pruſſian territories, in 
hopes of ſecurity: ſo that a great many, who were a little 
« while ago poſſeſſed of conſiderable fortunes, are now reduced 
to beggary, On the roads nothing was to be ſeen but miſery, 
and nothing to be heard, but ſuch cries and lamentations, as 
+ were enough to move even the ſtones; as no one knew where 
to get a moxſel of bread, nor what to do for farther ſubſiſt- 
* ence, The neighbouring towns and villages were ot filled, 
F I ſtaid till next day at Goltz, to wait the farther event of 
* things; but was ſoon informed, that, amongſt the other 
* buildings, the great magazine, the governor's houſe, the 
church, the palace, the ftore, and artillery houſes, were de- 
* ftroyed. In ſhort, the old and new town, the ſuburbs, and 
* the great bridge over the Oder, as well as all the others, were 
reduced to aſhes,*—* The writings of all the colleges are en- 
* tirely deſtroyed, as well as the valuable archives of the 
country; which is an immenſe Joſs.'—4 The fire was ſo furi- 
* ous, that the cannon in the ſtore and artillery-houſes were all 
© melted; and the loaded bombs, and cartridges for cannon and 
* muſquets, with a large quantity of gunpowder, went off at 
once with a moſt horrible exploſion, After the bridges were 
* conſumed, the piles and fterlings. were burnt to the water's 
* edge.'—* The fury of the enemy fell almoſt entirely on the 
inhabitants; and they did not begin to batter the fortifications, 
except with a few ſhot, till the 17th, after the reſt was all 
* deftroyed,* London Magazine, vol. XXVII. p. 670, 671. 
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9 ſuburbs and in the firing of the town, the principa 
A. D. magazine of the beſieged was blown up ?, | 


Tus king of Pruſſia, alarmed at the progreſs of 
the Ruſſians in his dominions, now reſolved to 
quit Bohemia, and to g⁰ himſelf in perſon to op- 
poſe them, On the twenty-fifth of July, he quit. 
ted his camp at Koningſgratz ; and on the twenty. 
eighth he paſſed the Metau. He was ſomewhat 
n in his march, by detachments of Auſtrian 

; but, in ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, the Pruffians 
had he advantage, On the firſt of Auguſt, the 
Pruſſian army arrived at Skalitz; and on the 
eleventh of the month encamped at Landſhut . 
From thence the king ſet out with a detachment, 
and arrived at Franckfort on the Oder on the 

twenty-ſecond, Jn a letter written the day after, 
by an officer who was with him, are the following 
paſſages: © Yeſterday the king entered with vs in- 
* to this city, He rode before the cavalry, who 
© fallowed him with drawn ſwords. None of us 
© knew whether we were to ſtop here, or whether 
© we were to proceed farther, But when the king 


came before the door of a houſe, wherein a 


« clergyman's widow lived, he commanded the 
< men to-halt, and ordered an adjutant to go in, 
© and tell her that he intended to lodge there. The 

* widow immediately appeared; and, kneeling, 
6 ſaid, that her habitation was too mean for the 


en Annual Regiſter, vol. I. p. gt. - | 
334 London Magazine, vol. XXVII. p. 469. 
| © reception 
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t reception of ſo great a monarch, as her rooms 
were ſmall and inconvenient. The king raiſed 
© her with great affabillty, and deſired her to let 
© him have one of her beſt rooms. He then en- 
© tered the houſe ; but ſoon after came out again, 
and ordered the troops to march. As they 
© paſſed, we could diſtinctiy hear every ſhot fired 
© againſt Cuſtrin. I obſerved, that the king took 
t a pinch of ſnuff at every report; and even through 
t that air of intrepidity, which never abandons this 


© prince, I could perceive the ſenſations of com- 


© paſſion towards that unfortunate city, and an 
© eager impatience to fly to its relief. After the 
troops had entered their quarters, the king par- 
© took of a kalteſchale [Iv], with prince Maurice of 
© Anhalt-Defſav, and general Seidlitz. Orders 
© were then given for our marching the following 
t morning; but his majeſty having afterwards re- 
© ceived intelligence by one of his ſpies, we ſet out 
* again at two in the morning. *Till that time the 
king dat up writing in his chamber, accompanied 
© by the prince and the general . 

Taz king proceeded on his march, and cauſed a 
bridge to be thrown over the Oder at Gataviſe, 
over which his troops paſſed, and having made a 


ity. 


Care 

XXVL 
A. D. 
I . 


(o This is ſaid to be a kind of caudle, ade of wine nd. 


biſcuit, with lemons and ſugar. 


in Vie de Frederick II. Roi de Prufle, tdin. II. p. 258, 
259. eee ee e e 


vol. I. p. 135, 136. 
junction 
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Saar. junction with the army under count Dohna, he 


XXVI. 
A. D. 


1758. 


then took up his quarters at Golaſſan [v]. Here 
ſome of his huſſars brought in ten or a dozen Cof. 
ſacks,” hom they had taken priſoners: The king 
ſeemed ſtruck with the fingularity of their appear- 
ance ; and, after ſurveying them for ſome time 
with great attention, he ſaid to major - general 
Wedel, who was with him, Look at thele men, 
4 and fee againſt what ſtrange creatures I am 
« obliged to fight.” From Golaſfan the king 
proceeded to Dirmitzel, where he encamped; and, 
having joined his army under count Dohna, he 
made his di ſpaſitions for attacking the Ruſſians the 
next day Loh. nan was W e r of 
Auguſt. . 

Wren ths asser emden of the 
approach of the king of Pruſſia, they abandoned 
the ſiege of Cuſtrin, and took poſt - neat the vil- 
lages of Zwicker and Zoxxboter, Frederick in- 
tended to wind round the left flank of their army, 
and fo take them in the rear, by which he hoped 


, [v3 At this place the king * 7 * freſh Pruſſian 
troops, who had been quartered kere, and obſerving them to be 
neatly drifſed, and powdered,” he aid,” «Theſe foldiew are 
« finely powdered, and look extremely well. I have brought 
« ſome with me who do not make quite ſo good an appearance; 
but they hive been much uſed to the {inell of gunpowdet.” 

[w] It is ſaid, that in the evemng before the battle of Zom- 
dorf. Frederick-amuſed&hubſdf with cortecting three. ſtanzas of 
an ode uf Rouſſeau, which hezconcerved to require ſome alters 
tions. Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſes tom, II. p. 259. 
| 4 5 
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to throw them into confuſion. ' But in this he 
found himſelf diſappointed.” General Fermor, who 
commanded the Ruſſian” army, had foreſeen his 
purpoſe, and made excellent diſpoſitions. As the 
ground did not permit them to extend greatly in 
kngth, they threw: themſelves into # ſquate body; 
compoſed of four lines, forming a front” almoſt 
equal on every fide, and on every fide ſurrounded 
by cannon and chevaux de frize 0. 
dable diſpoſition the Ruſſians, who” were greatly 
ſuperior it in number to che ee waited cheie 
attack. S ard 222 22 
Tux battle began at ee e won 
ings near the village of ZO&NDORFr;- about ſix 
miles from Cuſtrin. The Pruſſians commenced 
the action by a fire of cannon and mortars,” which 


fot 


Mar- 


A. D: 
1 8. 
75 ö 


In tlils fortnia 


rained on the right wing of the Ruſſians, without 


the leaſt intermiſſion, - for near two. hours. Great 
havock was made by the fie of the Pruſſians; but 
the Ruſſians ſuſtained it with the utmoſt intrepidity. 
They fell in their tanks; and new regiments ſtill 
preſſed forward, to. fill their places,. and to ſupply 
away all their charges, they. ruſhed: forward {0 
furiouſly on the Pruſſfan infantry, that” they com- 
pelted them to retife in diſorder, | "This occalioned 
a conſiderable. ,« .opening in the Pruſſian line, and 
left their whole left Rane uncovered, "At this 
critical period, general Stidllitz, With the _cavilry 


1. — Regiſter, vol. I, b. 51. 
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under his command, rode up full gallop a9 11 
the center of the. Ruſſian army, whereby he ſepa. 
rated their tub wings, and forced. the left to fall 
back into the moraſſes that lay behind i it. Having 
routed the Ruſſian cavalry; general Seidlitz fell 
upon the flank of their infantry with great fury: 
but they ſtill continued to ſtand their ground [x], 
and terrible havock was made amongſt them, nat 
only with the ſword and bayonet, but likewiſe by 
the cannon, which were loaded with grape ſhot, 
and being very ably ſerved, did great execution, 
The diftance of 2400 paces between the two lines 


[x] In a letter from a genetal officer in the Pruſſian atmy, 
who was preſent in this action, publiſhed in the London Mags- 
zine, (vol. XXVII. p. 487, 488,) are the following paſſagts: 
«. Fiftcen thouſand of the Ruſſians covered the field of battle; 
but while we thought ourſelves ſecure of victory, they were 
yet preparing to diſpute it. The king's troops, far from 
© being diſpirited by the fatigues of the day, thought of nothing 
but ſignalizing themſelves by their bravery. Animated more 
and more, they ſurmounted all difficulties, and at length 
© overcame the obſtinacy of the enemy, The ſetting ſun termi. 
© nated to our advantage the laſt maſſacre, by a ſhower of bul. 
© lets, and an attack with the bayonet fixed at the end of the 
* muſquet. Then the great ſuperiority of the enemies only 
n 

diſproportion of the loſs. on both fides, had we not obſerved, 
that the enemy's artillery was fo ill ſerved, that the balls went 
© ten or twelve feet over our heads, only a few cannon, charged 
© with cartridge ſhot, did ſome execution againſt us. They 
« give us more trouble in killing, than in overcoming them; 
for a ſhot the body is not ſufficient to make them 
leave off fighting, unleſs the vital parts are touched. 
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of the Ruſſian right wing, together with the duſt Car. 
and ſmoke, alſo hindered the Ruſſians from diſ- Far, 
tinguiſhing between their own men and the Pruſ- 1755. | 


fans; ſo that great numbers of the Ruſſians were 
killed by their own men *. In this confuſion 


ſome of them plundered their own baggage, in- 
toxicated themſelves with brandy, and mutinied 
againſt their officers. Towards evening the con- 


fuſion among them increaſed to ſuch a degree, that 


they would probably have been entirely routed, 


but one of the Ruſſian generals perceiving the for- 
tune of the day turn againſt them, rallied a ſelect 


body of troops, and made a vigorous impreſſion” 
on the right wing of the Pruſſians. This effort 
diverted their attention ſo ſtrongly to that quarter, 
that the right of the Ruſſians enjoyed a reſpite, 
during which they retired in tolerable order, and 
occupied a new poſt on the right. The action laſt- 
ed more than ten hours, and the ſlaughter of the 


Ruſſians was great; for the Pruſſians were much 


exaſperated againſt them, on account of the rayages 
which they had committed in their country; and 
they are alſo ſaid to have received orders to give 
the Ruſſians no quarter ***, 

Tux king of Pruſſia remained the whole night, 


with his army, upon the field of battle, and took 


n Letter from a Swediſh officer, who ſerved in the Ruſſian 
army, to general Hamilton, publiſhed in the Grand Magazine, 
vol. I, p. 589. 

n Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. I. p. 75. 

Vol. II. S the 
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On ar. the e meaſures to improve the advantage 
A. Xa that he had obtained. The next morning, he 
1758. again advanced towards the enemy, and the can- 


nonading was renewed. But it did not laſt long, 
for the Ruſſians were obliged to continue their re- 
treat, abandoning their artillery, and a great num. 
ber of colours and ſtandards . Frederick gave 
them no time to recover themſelves, but cauſed 
chem to be haraſſed on all ſides during the whole 
day, and a great carnage enſued, In the evening, 
the king cauſed his infantry to encamp, but order- 
ed his cavalry and huſſars to continue to purſue 
and harrafs the enemy. The Ruſſians afterwards 
encamped themſelves advantageouſly three leagues 
from the field of battle, where they continued till 
the thirty-firſt of Auguſt, and then retreated to- 
wards Poland, by Lanſberg, after ſetting fire to 
the greateſt part of their baggage "4". 

Tux loſs of the Ruſſians in killed, wounded, 
and priſoners, i in the battle of ZoxxvDORFr, and in 
their ſubſequent retreat, amounted to more than 


twenty thouſand; while that of che Pruſſians did 
not much exceed two. thouſand, including ſome 


officers of diſtinction, particularly two aids du 
camp, who attended the perſon of the king, which 
he had expoſed to all the dangers of the day. It 
is ſaid, that Frederick often expoſed himſelf to ſo 


139 London Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 470, from the London 


| Gazette Extraordinary of Sept. 8, 1758. 


249 Entick's Hiſt, of the War, vol. III. p. 341. 
| > 7 «7 much 
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much danger in his battles, that even the common Caar« 


« your majeſty is loſt, we are all loſt of courſe 4. 
Beſides. the military trophies, which were taken 


from the Ruſſians in the battle of Zorndorff, the 


Pruſſians alſo made themſelves maſters of more 
than one hundred pieces of cannon, and of the 
Ruſſian military cheſt, which contained nine hun- 
dred thouſand rubles ***, The king had a high 
ſenſe of the importance of general Seidlitz's ſer- 
vices in this action; and when the Britiſh miniſter, 
Mr. Mitchel, complimented him upon his victory, 
ſaying, “Heaven has granted to your majeſty ano- 
© ther glorious day,” Frederick replied, © With- 
te out Seidlitz; it would have been à gloomy 
tt gone . — 

IMMEDIATELY after the battle, 5 Fermer, 
who was ſlightly wounded in the action, ſent 
a trumpet, with a letter to lieutenant - general 
Dohna, deſiring a ſuſpenſion, of arms for two or 


three days, to bury. the dead, and take care of the 


wounded. He alſo preſented to his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty the requeſt of general Brown II, Who was 


| *# Andedotes and: charaRetifics of Fredeiick the Great 
rol; II. p. 25, 26. 73 

142 London Mag. ut ſupra, from the London Gazette. - 

142 Anecdotes and characteriſties of Frederick the Great, 
vol. I. p. 144. 

rl General Biowny who was ſecond in command fn th 


Ruſſian army, was a Scotſman; and general Fermor, who had 


the chief command, was of Scottifh extraction. 


O 2 wounded, 


ſoldiers ſometimes exclaimed againſt it, and en- E 


deavoured to prevent it; calling out to him, 4 If 1788. 
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Av. wounded, and much weakened by the loſs of 
A. D. blood, that he might have a paſſport, by virtue of 
1758: which he could be removed to a place, where he 


ſhould find ſuch accommodation as his fituation 


required. Count Dohna returned an anſwer to the 


Ruſſian general, in which he acquainted him, that 
as the king his mafter had gained the battle, and 
remained maſter of the field, he would not fail to 
give the neceſſary orders for burying the dead, and 
taking care of the wounded on both ſides. A ſuſ- 
penſion of arms was declined, but the requeſt of 


general Brown was granted; and the count con- 


cluded his letter, by complaining of the outrages 
which the Ruſſian troops ſtill continued to com- 
mit, in plundering and burning the Pruſſian vil- 
lages. In the courſe of this campaign, the Coſ- 
facks are ſaid to have been guilty of great eruel- 
ties, killing many of the inhabitants of the towns. 
and villages, ſetting fire to their houſes, and com- 

mitting rapes upon their wives and daughters. 
Wurx the king came to Cuſtrin, he ſeemed 
much affected with the ruinous appearance of the 
city; and he ſaid to ſome of the inhabitants, © My 
« children, I could not come ſooner, or this miſ- 
cc fortune ſhould not have happened: have but 
cc patience, and I will cauſe every thing to be re- 
« built. The perſon who had been commandant - 
at Cuſtrin, when the Ruſſians firſt came there, 
was underſtood not to have adopted the proper 
meaſures for the defence of the place. He was 
ſuperſeded; 
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ſuperſeded ; but when the king came to Cuſtrin, Char. 

he preſented himſelf before him, and endeavoured 2 
to apologize for his conduct. The king coolly 758. 

teplied: © I make no complaints againſt you: i OO 

is myſelf who was chiefly to blame, in appoint- 

ing you to ſuch an office,” 


Cuar. 


XXVII. 


A. D. 


1758, 
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CHAP, XXVII. 


The king of Pruſſia, having defeated the Ruſſians at 
Zorndorff, marcbes into Luſatia.-He is furprized 
by count Daun at Hochkirchen.—Death of mareſchal 
Keith,—Frederick encamps at Dobreſchutz, and 
afterwards marches into Silefia, and raiſes the ſiege 
of Neiſs, and that of Coſel.— Maręſcba! Daun be- 
fieges Dreſden, and part of the ſuburbs deſtroyed by 
the Pruſſian governor.— Ibe king marches into 
Saxony, and raiſes the fiege of Dręſden. — Military 
operations of the Swedes, — Rigorous treatment if 
the inhabitants Leipſic.— Military operations in 
the electorate of Hanover, and in Weſtphalia, 


T was no ſooner known by the Auſtrians, that 

the king of Pruſſia had quitted Bohemia, in 
order to oppoſe the progreſs of the Ruſſians, than 
mareſchal Daun, at the head of the Auſtrian army, 
and the prince de Deuxponts, who commanded the 
forces of the empire, marched towards the Elbe, 
with a view of ſurrounding the king's brother, prince 
Henry, and with the hope of making themſelves 
maſters of Saxony. Mareſchal Daun arrived with 


his army at Stolpen, to the eaſtward of the Elbe; 


and by ſtationing himſelf there, he preſerved to 
himſelf an eaſy communication with the army of 
the empire: He was alſo thereby enabled to in- 
terrupt the communication between Bautzen and 
Dreſden, 


FREDERICK THE THIRD, „ 19g 
Dreſden, and to favour tlie operations of general Ke. 
Laudohn, who had advanced through the Lower A. P. 
{,ufaria to the confines of Brandenbutgh. When 1758. 
che duke de Deuxponts had enteted Saxony, he 
made "ima miſter of the fortreſs of Koningſtein, 
and took poſſeſſion of the ſtrong camp at Pirna. 

Prince Henry, who diſplayed the talents of a very 
able general, had alſo encamped himſelf in a moſt 
advantageous manner at Dippoldiſwalda, fo as to 
cover Dreſden, and command the courſe of tlie 
Elbe; but, from the number of his enemies, his 
ſituation neceſſarily became extremely critical. 
Tax king of Pruſſia, 'who knew the dangers 
which threatened his brother, and the army under 
his command; immediately reſolved, aſtet the bat- 
tle of Zorndorff, to march to his relief. On the 
ſecond of September, he quitted his camp at Cuſ- 
trin, leaving the farther proſecution of hoſtilities 
againſt the Rufſians to be conducted by count 
Dohna. He marched with great rapidity, at the 
head of twenty Four battalions, and a conſiderable 
part of his cavalry ; on the ninth of the month, he 
arrived at Groffen-hayn ; arid, ro days after, he 
joined his brother neat Dreſden,” *, 

MaxzScn xt.” Daun, who Kat no expefiations 
of this juti&ion, now thought proper to give up : 
the defigh which he had formed of attacking prin 
Henry; and, retiring from the neighbourhood 55 Of 
Dreſden, he fell back as far as Zittau. General 


Laudohn abandoned alt his advantages in Lower 
0 4 Luſatia, 
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Lads Luſatia, and drew near to mareſchal Daun; while 


A. D. the army of the empire ſtill kept poſſeſſion of the 
758. ſtrong} poſt at Pirna, but without attempting any 
a thing farther. Thus had the Pruſſian monarch, in 
the courſe of leſs than three weeks, by his extra- 
ordinary exertions, intrepid ſpirit, and indefatigable 
diligence, fought and defeated a ſuperior body of 

his enemies, in one extremity of his dominions, 
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4 j and baffled, without fighting, another ſuperior 

| l 1 body. in the other extremity, in their deſign of at- 

| 1 tacking prince Henry, and gaining poſſeſſion of 

4 f | Dreſden “. 

Wt AFTER various movements for protecting Bran- 
[8 | denburgh from the incurſions of the Auſtrians, and 
'Þ cutting off their communication with Bohemia, 

; Frederick took poſt in the neighbourhood of Hoch- 


kirchen, with his left at Bautzen; from-whence he 
could command both Miſnia and Luſatia, and at 
the ſame time preſerve a communication with the 
army of prince Henry . The Pruſſian and 
Auſtrian armies kept the — watchful eye upon 
each other's motions. Matters were now brought 
to ſuch a criſis, that a battle appeared inevitable, 
and equally deſired by both parties; as an event 
that would determine whether the Auſtrians ſhould 
be obliged to retreat for winter-quarters into 
Bohemia, or be enabled to maintain their ground 
in Saxon In this ſtate of affairs, mareſchal Daun 
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Te % Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 4. 
& [7 Hi, of Modern Bacre vol, V. p. 315. | 
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reſolved to act offenſively, and formed a ſcheme for 8 5 r. 
attacking the right flank of the Pruſſian army by A. A 
ſurprize. This meaſure was ſuggeſted to him by — 


an overſight of the Pruſſians, who had neglected 
to occupy the heights that commanded the village 
of HocHKIRCHEN, which was only guarded by a 
few free companies [z]. Having communicated 
his deſign to the prince de Deuxponts, he reſolved 
to take the advantage of a very dark night, and to 
employ the flower of his army in this important 
ſervice. He took his meaſures with admirable 
ſecrecy and circumſpection, making ſuch move- 


ments as led the Pruſſians to ſuppoſe that he could 


have no deſign to attack them; and then ſet out 
at midnight, in a very dark and foggy night, with his 
troops in three columns, and marched towards the 
right of the king of Pruſſia's camp. The firſt care 
of the Auſtrian troops was to take poſſeſſion of the 
hill that commanded HochxIRCGCRHEN, from whence 
they poured down upon the village, of which they 
took poſſeſſion, after having cut in pieces the free 
companies poſted there [a]. The action began in 
this 

[z] The free companies were a kind of Militia, and general. 


ly much worſe diſciplined than the regular troops. 

[a] One account ſays, that the march of the Auſtrians « was 
made with ſo much ſecrecy and promptitude, that the Pruſ- 
* fians perceived nothing of their danger, till the moment when 
* they ſaw the enemy in their camp. It appeared, that the 
* orders of the king for guarding the camp had been badly 
* executed, The Pruſſians had ſcarcely time to lay hold of 

5 their 
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this quarter about four in the morning, on the 
fourteenth of October, and continued ſeveral hour: 
with great fury, For notwithſtanding the impetu- 
ous efforts of the Auſtrian troops, and the con- 
fuſion occaſioned among the Pruſſians by the fur. 
prize, a vigorous ſtand was made by ſome general 
officers, who, with extraordinary expedition and 
preſence of mind, aſſembled and arranged the 
troops as they could take to their arms, and led 
them up to the attack without diſtinction of regi. 
ment, place, or precedence s. While the action 
was obſtinately and deſperately maintained in this 


place, amidft all the horrors of darkneſs, carnage, 


and confuſion, the king exerted all his perfonal 
activity, ſagacity, and military (kill, in drawing 
regularity from diſorder, arranging the different 
corps, altering poſitions, ſtrengthening weak poſts, 
encouraging the ſoldiery, and 1 the eforis 


of the enemy“. 
Trovecn the Auſtrians made their chief no 


upon the right, by the village of Hochkirchen, yet 


mareſchal Daun, m order to divide the attention 
of the king of Pruſſia, made another attack upon 


the left, which was ſuſtained with difficulty, and 


their arms. In the midft of the confuſion, which was in- 


< creaſed by the darkneſs of the night, ſome thouſands of the 


* Pruflians paſſed from fleep to death, and many were killed by 
their own countrymen. But, at the break of day, the the 
« Auſtrians met with a very ſtrong reſiſtance,” Vie de Fredetick 
II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 82, 83. 
146 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 337. 
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eſfectually prevented him from ſending reinforce- Cn 
ments to the right, where mareſchal Keith op- A . 
poſed the enemy with the utmoſt gallantry, under 1758. 
the greateſt diſadvantages. At nine in the morn- — 
ing, that able general, who had before been wound- 
ed, received a ſecond wound, which put an end 
to his life [B], Prince Francis of Brunſwick alſo 
had 


Ir. 


ral 

nd 

he 

ed | 

"| [3] Dr, Smollett fays, that * Field-mareſchal Keith, who 

q * arrived in the camp the very day that preceded the battle, diſ- 

6 approved of the fituation of the Pruſſian army, and remon- 

18 + ſtrated to the king on that ſubject. In conſequence of his 

e; « advice, a certain general was ſent with a detachment to take 

al « poſſeſſion of the heights that commanded the village of Hoch- 

10 kirchen; but by ſome fatality he miſcarried, Mareſchal 

* Keith was not in any tent, but lodged with prince Francis of 
« Brunſwick, in a houſe belonging to a Saxon major. When 

00 + the firſt alarm was given in the night, he inſtantly mounted 

ts * his horſe, aſſembled a body of the neareſt troops, and march- 

ed directly to the place that was attacked. The Auſtrians 


by had taken poſſeſſion of the hill, which the Pruſſian officer was 
; * ſent to occupy, .and this they fortified with cannon. Then 
8 they made themſelves maſters of the village, in which the free 
DN companies of Anginelli had been poſted. Mareſchal Keith 
MN immediately conceived the deſign of the Auſtrian general, and 
id knowing the importance of the place, thither directed all his 


* efforts, He in perſon led on-the troops to the attack of the 


0- ' village, from whence he drove the enemy; but being over- | 
he powered by numbers continually pouring down from the 
by hills, he was obliged to retire in his turn. He rallied his 
i» ' men, returned to the charge,' and regained poſſeflion of the 
> place. Being again repulſed by freſh reinforcements of the 


* enemy, he made another effort, entered the village a third 
time, and finding it untenable, ordered it to be ſet on fire. 
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4 Even when dangerouſly wounded, at eight in the morning, 


MEMOIRS OF 


| had his head ſhot off by a cannon ball, as he 
mounted his horſe ; prince Maurice of Anhalt wa 
wounded and taken priſoner; and many other 
officers were either killed or diſabled. The Auf. 
trians continued to proſecute their attack: with 


© Thus he kept the Auſtrians at bay, and maintained a deſperae 
conflict againſt the flower of the Auſtrian army, from four in 
the morning till nine, when the Pruſſians were formed, and 
© began to file off in their retreat. During the whole diſpute he 
© rallied the troops in perſon, charged at their head, and ex- 
«© poſed his life in the hotteſt of a dreadful fire, like a private 
© captain of grenadiers. He found it neceſſary to exert himſelf 
© in this manner, the better to remove the bad effects of the con- 
* fufion that prevailed, and in order to inſpirit the troops to 
© their utmoſt exertion by his voice, preſence, and example, 


© he refuſed to quit the field; but continued to fignalize himſelf 
in the midſt of the carnage until nine, when he received a 


« ſecond ſhot in his breaſt, and fell ſpeechleſs into the arms of 


Mr. Tibay, an Engliſh volunteer, who had attended him 
during the whole campaign.“ The body of the mareſchal was 
afterwards * ſtripped by the Auſtrian ftragglers, and lay ex- 
* poſed and undiſtinguiſhed on the field of battle. In this fitua- 
tion it was perceived by count Laſci, ſon of the general of 
that name, with whom mareſchal Keith had ſerved in Ruſſia, 
* This young count had been the mareſchal's pupil, and revered 
© him as his military father, though employed in the Auſtrian 
* ſervice. He recognized the body by the large ſcar of a 
dangerous wound, which general Keith had received in his 
* thigh at the ſiege of Oczakow, and could not help burſting 
« into tears to ſee his honoured maſter thus extended at his feet, 
* a naked, lifeleſs, and deſerted corpſe. He forthwith cauſed 
the body to be covered and interred,” Hiſt, of England, of 
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ſucceſſive reinforcements, and redoubled reſolu- Caar. 


tion; ſo that, at about ten in the morning, Frede- 
rick found himſelf obliged to retreat to Dobreſchurz, 
about half a league from the field of battle. But 
though the Pruſſian troops had never been properly 
drawn up in order, and were embarraſſed by their 
tents, which continued ſtanding during the whole 


action, the king's retreat was performed in good 


order, under the cover of a great fire from the 
Pruſſian artillery, which on this occaſion was placed 
in the center of his van . The Auſtrians, how- 
ever, took part of the king's baggage, all his tents, 
ſome military trophies, and many pieces of cannon. 
The loſs of the Pruſſians in killed, wounded, and 
priſoners, amounted to ſeven thouſand; and the 
loſs of the Auſtrians is ſaid to have been not much 
inferior. Frederick himſelf was ſlightly wounded 
in the action; and he ſuſtained a great loſs in 
the death of mareſchal Keith [e], who had very 
diſtinguiſhed 
16 Entick's Hiſt, of the War, vol. III. p. 348. 
1% Vie de Frederick II. Roi de Pruſſe, ut ſupra, p. 83. 
ſc] Javzs Krirg, who was the younger ſon of George 
Keith, earl-marſhal of Scotland, was born in that kingdom, in 
the year 1698. He was initiated in the Latin language by Mr, 
Thomas Ruddiman, well known for his excellent Rudiments of 


the Latin tongue; and was afterwards removed to the Mariſchal 


college at Aberdeen, which was founded by one of his anceſtors. 
He was ſeventeen years of age at the breaking out of the rebel- 
lon in Scotland in 1715, in which he joined with his brother, 
the earl-marſhal, and was wounded at the battle of Sheriffmuit. 


being obliged to relinquiſh his country, he followed his brother 
| into 
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diſtinguiſhed military talents, and for whom be 


had a great perſonal eſteem and regard. 
Trovcy 


into Spain, and obtained a commiſſion in the Iriſh brigade in 
that kingdom, then commanded by the duke of Ormond. I 
this ſituation he continued ten years, when finding no opporty. 
nity of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, he obtained recommendations to 
Catharine I. empreſs of Ruſſia, who received him with mark 
of particular favour, and gave him a commiſſion of brigadier. 
general. He was afterwards made a major-genefal; and, in 
1734, was raiſed to the rank of lieutenant- general, and went 
with the Ruſſian troops into Germany. In 1737, he ſerved 
againſt the Turks, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf greatly at the tak 
ing of Oczakow, 'where he was wounded. On the return of 
peace, the empreſs Anne ſent him to the court of London, 2 
her ambaſſador extraordinary. But when he appeared at court, 
he was obliged to aſſume the appearance of a Raſſian, both in 
dreſs and language; for king George II. would not permit him 
to ſpeak at an audience without an interpreter, When he hat 
finiſhed his embaſſy, he returned again to Peterſburgh, where 
he was greatly careſſed by the czarina. In 1741, and 1742, he 
commanded the Ruſſian troops againſt the Swedes, and gained 
the battle of Wilmanſtrand; and alſo diſpoſſeſſed the Swedes of 
the iſle of Aland in the Baltick. 

After the peace of Abo, in 1743, he was appointed ambef- 
ſador extraordinary to compliment the king of Sweden on the 
election of a ſucceſſor to the crown, But the ſplendour in 
which he appeared on this occaſion at Stockholm greatly reduced 
his finances ; and he was even obliged to pawn his jewels, to 
keep up the dignity of his appearance. On his return to Ruſſa, 
he was honoured with a mareſchal's ſtaff; but finding the pay of 
that country not ſufficient to ſupport his rank, he accepted of at 
invitation from the king of Pruſſia to enter into his ſervice. It 


11747, he quitted the Ruſſian ſervice, and entered into that of 


Pruſſia, as field-mareſchal ; and in 1749, be was made _ 
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Taovcn the king of Pruſſia had been ſurprized Chr. 
at HoCHKIRCHEN, in a manner ſo ſudden and ſo 1 
unexpected, . and though his loſs had been conſider- 1758- 


able, yet the manner, in which he conducted him- 


{elf on this occaſion, afforded a new diſplay of his 
abilities: His troops had been ſurprized and at- 
tacked in a dark night, and by ſuperior numbers; 
and when they had recourſe to their arms, they 
were almoſt naked, and in the utmoſt confuſion ; 
but they had notwithſtanding made a moſt vigorous 
refſtance, and maintained the fight for near five 
hours. The king himſelf exhibited uncommon 
generalſhip, as well as the utmoſt intrepidity ; and 
he conducted his retreat in admirable order, and 
without being purſued by the enemy. 

Taz ſurprize of the king of Pruſſia at Hoch- 
kirchen was made a great ſubject of triumph at 
Vienna; and it even afforded no inconſiderable 


of the order of the black eagle, and governor of Berlin, with a 
penfion of 1 2,000 dollars, beſides his pay. He greatly diſtin- 
guiſped bimſelf in the Pruſſian ſervice, in the campaigns of 
1756, 1757, and 17583 but being killed at the battle of Hoch- 
kirchen, he was decently buried by the curate of that village. 
His body was afterwards removed to Berlin, by order of the 
king of Pruſſia, and interred with great funeral honours ; and 4 
ſtatue was likewiſe erected to his memory in that city. 

General Lloyd ſays of mareſchal Keith, that he was mid- 
&« dle-ſized, had a very martial countenance, and was a humane 
e and benevolent man ;*” and count Algarotti ſays, that * he 
* had ſtudied his profeſſion with the judgment and penetration 
of an Engliſhman;” and that in the midſt of: am hs 
* always found means to cultivate letters. 
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| on an, degree of ſatisfaction to the then pope, Clemae 
A. D. XIII. who had been much pleaſed with the union 
1758. between the houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, which 


he thought might be beneficial to the intereſts of 
the Catholic religion. He, therefore, ſent his 
bleſſing to mareſchal Daun, together with a ſword 
and a hat, on both of which he alſo beſtowed his 
benediction. Theſe marks of favour from his 
holineſs to the Auſtrian general were a ſubject of 


much pleaſantry to the Pruſſian monarch; who 


afterwards frequently ſtiled Daun © the bleſſed 


* general, and © the man with the papal cap.“ 


AFTE his ſurprize at Hochkirchen, Frederick 


remained with his army ten days at Dobreſchutz, 


during which he endeavoured to bring the Auſ- 
trians to a ſecond engagement; but this, not- 
withſtanding his late ſucceſs, was declined by 
mareſchal Daun, who kept his forces advantage- 


douſly poſted on eminencies planted with artillery, 


In the mean time, the Auſtrian generals, Harſche 
and de Ville, had formed the ſiege of Neiſs, and 
the blockade of Coſel; and as the king could not 
bring count Daun to an action, he reſolved to 
march immediately to the relief of Sileſia. Com- 
mitting, therefore, the care of Saxony to his 


brother prince Henry, he quitted his camp at 


Dobreſchutz, and marched to Gorlitz, without the 
leaſt interruption. From thence he proceeded to- 


wards Sileſia with his uſual rapidity, notwithſtand- 


ing all the activity of general Laudohn, who, with 
| a corps 


ick 
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a Corps of twenty-four thouſand men, continually Cn. 
harraſſed his rear- guard. Count Daun not only A. P. 
ſent this detached corps to retard the king in his 1758. 


march, but, at the ſame time, by andther route, 
detached a ſtrong reinforcement to the army of the 
beliegers. Frederick, however, on his arrival at 
Neiſs, obliged the Auſtrians to raiſe the ſiege, 
leaving a conſiderable quantity of military ſtores 
behind them. He alſo compelled the Auſtrians 
to abandon the blockade of Coſel; and the armies, 


under the generals Harſche and de Ville, fell back 


into Bohemia. 

Ix the mean time, count Daun having received 
intelligence, that the army of prince Henry in 
Saxony was conſiderably weakened, by detach- 
ments that had been ſent to the king, he himſelf 
marched thither, hoping, in the abſence of Frede- 


rick, to be able to drive the prince out of that 


country. He had formed, indeed, deſigns which 
were ſtill more extenſive; for he propoſed to re- 
duce Dreſden, Leipſic, and Torgau at the ſame 
time. The firſt, with the main body under his 
own direction; the ſecond, by the army of the 
empire under the prince de Deuxponts; and the 


third, by a corps under general Haddick. In 


execution of this plan, he marched directly to the 
Elbe, which he paſſed at Pirna, and on the ſixth 
of November he appeared within ſight of Dreſden, 
at the head of ſixty thouſand men. He encamped 
the next day at Lockowitz, and the day following 
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his advanced troops attacked the Pruſſian huſſars 
and independent battalions, which were poſted a 
Streiſſen and Gruene-Wieſe. 

CounT Schmettau, who commanded the! Pruc 
ſian garriſon, amounting to ten thouſand men, 
being apprehenſive, that the Auſtrian troops might 


enter the ſuburbs, he poſted colonel Itzenplitz, 


with ſeven hundred men, in the redoubts that ſur. 
rounded the ſuburbs, that in caſe of emergency 
they might ſupport the irregulars. But as the 
houſes that conſtituted the ſuburbs were generally 
ſo high as to overlook the ramparts, and command 
the city, he prepared combuſtibles, and gave-no- 
rice to the magiſtrates, that they would be ſet on 
fire, as ſoon as a ſingle Auſtrian ſhould appear 


within the place. This was a very alarming declars- 


tion to the inhabitants of theſe ſuburbs, which com- 


poſed one of the moſt elegant towns in Europe. 


In theſe houſes, which were generally lofty and 
magnificent, the faſhionable and wealthy claſs of 
people reſided; and here a number of artiſts car- 
ried on a variety of curious manufactures. The 
magiſtrates beſought the forbearance of the Pruſſian 


governor, and repreſented, that as they were un- 


concerned in the war, they hoped they ſhould be 
exempted from the horrors of devaſtation. Such 


of the royal family as ſtill remained at Dreſden, 
alſo joined their ſupplications to thoſe of the ma- 


giſtrates; and they implored him to ſpare that lat 
refuge of diſtreſſed royalty, and to allow at leaſt a 
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ſecure reſidence to thoſe, who had been deprived 
of every thing elſe, But all entreaties were in vain. 
Count Schmettau told them, that their ſafety de- 
pended on mareſchal Daun; that if he made no 
attempts, the ſuburbs would be till ſecure ; but 
that if he took any farther ſteps, the neceſſity of 
his maſter's ſervice, and his own honour, would 
compel him to act in a manner that was very con- 
trary to the lenity of his own diſpoſition. 

Ox the ninth of the month, about noon, the 
Auſtrian vanguard attacked the advanced poſt of 


the garriſon, repelled the huſſars, drove the inde- 


pendent battalions into the ſuburbs, and forced 
three of the redoubts, while their cannon played 
upon the town. The governor expecting a vigo- 
rous attack the next day, gave orders for ſetting 
fire to a part of the ſuburbs, which was executed 
at three in the morning. More than two hundred 
and ſixty houſes were reduced to aſhes; a few per- 


ſons alſo loſt their lives, and many their whole ſub- 
ſtance [o]. Mareſchal Daun remonſtrated againſt 


[o] An account of this conflagration, with ſome conſider- 
able exaggerations, was preſented by the Saxon miniſter to the 
diet of the empire. This piece was printed; but it was after- 
wards proved, that ſeveral of the facts ſtated in it were not 
true; and theſe exaggerations of the Saxon miniſter furniſhed 
the Pruſſian miniſters with a plauſible pretext, for exclaiming 
againſt the means, which, they ſaid, were employed ** to 


* blacken the Pruſſian cauſe.” It was the more impolitic in the 


Saxon miniſter to publiſh any miſrepreſentations upon the ſub- 
je, as the conduct of the king of Pruſſia reſpefting Saxony 
certainly required no exaggeration. 
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£ es the Pruſſian governor's conduct in this tranſaction 
A. D. but he maintained, that he was juſtified in his con- 
1788. duct by the laws of war [tz]; that he had orders to 
*J defend the town to the laſt extremity ; and that.if 
i A the Auſtrian general ſhould think proper farther to 
Þ attack the place, he would defend himſelf from q 
ſtreet to ſtreet, and from houſe to houſe, and would 
even make his laſt effort in the royal palace, rather 
than abandon the city, | | 
| Tut conduct of the Pruſſian governor, as well t 
i | OE as of his royal maſter, reſpecting this tranſaction, | 
has been vindicated by ſeveral writers. If the 


1 ſuburbs had not been conſumed, there would, it is ill 
{it | ſaid, have been danger, that the Auſtrians might f 
1 have taken Dreſden from the king of Pruſſia. It a 
| , | ſhould, however, have been remembered, that 


[2 | fs] Dr. Smollett ſays, that the Pruſſian governor * excuſed 
| the deſtruction of the ſuburbs as a neceſſary meaſure, autho- 
* rized by the practice of war; but he would have found it: 


LE 


; : * dirtcult taſk- to reconcile this ſtep to the laws of eternal 
| i « juſtice, and far leſs to the dĩctates of common humanity, In- d 
deed, if the ſcene had happened in an enemy's country, or it ; 


© * 


| © no other ſtep could have ſaved the lives and liberties of himſelf : 

18 © and his garriſon, ſuch a deſperate remedy might have ſtood 

I | © excuſed by the law of nature and of nations; but on this 0 

I | © occaſion he occupied a neutral city, over which he could 

in © exerciſe no other power and authority but that which he [ 
| « derived from illegal force and violence; ner was he at all 
reduced to the neceſſity of ſacrificing the place to his own 

iÞ « ſafety, iraſmuch as he might have retired unmoleſted, by 

virtue of an honourable capitulation, which however he did 
j not demand. . Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, p. 343- | 

1 | ET | | - Dreſden 
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k Dreſden Ir] did not belong to the king of Pruſſia, Car. 


a and that he had obtained poſſeſſion of it only by * * 
violence 1758. 

to 

it r The city of DzzsDex has never recovered from what it 

to {ufered during this war, in conſequence of the invaſion of the 

m king of Pruſſia, and his bombardment of it, after it was taken 


1d poſſeſſion of by the army of the empire. Dr. Burney ſays, 
During the reign of Auguſtus III. this city was regarded by 


er de reſt of Europe as the Athens of modern times. All the 
| « arts, but particularly thoſe of muſic, poetry, and painting, 
ell « were loved and cheriſhed by that prince, with a zeal and 
Mn, « munificence, greater than can be found in the brighteſt period 
ho « of antient hiſtory. But, perhaps, ſome part of the late and 


« preſent diſtreſſes of this country, have originated in this ex- 


9 ceſſve magnificence. The gardens of the late miniſter, count 
1 « Bruhl, which are ſituated on the banks of the Elbe, and open 
Ir to the public, command a delightful proſpeR of that river, of 
at © its hilly and fertile banks, towards Pirna, and of the new 

* town, and beautiful bridge, leading to it. A moſt magnifi- 
led cent and elegant temple in theſe gardens was reduced to a 
ko- * beap of rubbiſh, in which it ſtill lies, during the Pruſſian 
17 bombardment; and the Saxons accuſe his Pruſſian majeſty of 
mal carrying perſonal reſentment againſt their miniſter ſo far, as 
In- * to order his engineer to point his artillery at the temple and 
of * other buildings, as well as ſtatues in theſe gardens. However 
ſelf * this may have been, not a ſtreet of this once charming city 
204 das recovered the devaſtations of the laſt war. Preſent State 
his of Muſic in Germany, &e. vol. II. p. 59, 60, 61. edit. 1775. 
uld In another place the ſame ingenious” writer, ſpeaking of 
he Dreſden, fays, Every one here is in the utmoſt indigence.— 
all * Moſt of the nobility and gentry are too much impoveriſhed, 
_ ' to be able to afford t to let their children learn 
by muſie. The Saxons of old, fo remarkable for patience, in- 
did ' duſtry, and probity, are now reduced to knavery and chicane, 


. the inhabitants of any other country. Dreſden is at 
betone P 3 « preſent 
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| 8 e. violence and by injuſtice. He could, thereſote, 


"i 4 have no right to conſume the houſes of the inhahi. 
1758. tants, or to reduce them to indigence and miſery, 
— — 


in order to anſwer a temporary purpoſe to himſelf, 


But, in many other inſtances, what are called the 
laws of war have been repeatedly urged, in vindi- 
cation of acts of unneceſſary and wanton barbarity 


though if it be neceſſary that wars ſhould be con. 


tinued among mankind, and if it be proper that 
there ſhould be Laws or waR, it might notwith- 
ſtanding be hoped, that, in an enlightened age, 
even theſe Laws would undergo ſome. reviſion, 
and be rendered more conſonant to common ſenſe, 


and common humanity. 


s preſent a melancholy refidence : from being the feat of the 
5 Muſes, and habitation of pleaſure, it is now only a dwelling 
for beggary, theft, and wretchedneſs. No ſqpiety among 
* the natives can be fupported ; all muſt retrench; the court is 


- + obliged to abandon genius and talents, and js, in tum, 


abandoned by them. Except the wretched comic opera, there 
* 1s no one ſpectacle, but that of miſery, to be ſeen at Dreſden; 
* no guinguette, no public diverſion in the city or ſuburbs, for 
the people, and not a boat or veſſel, either of pleaſure or 
* buſineſs, can be deſcried on the river Elbe, which is her 


_ © nearly as wide as the Thames at London-bridge.* Ibid. p. 5b. 


Dr. Burney alſo ſays of Lz1ys:c, that * this city has nt 
yet recovered its rigorous treatment during the laſt war; and 
* its celebrated fair, which: uſed to be the rendezyous of tht 
rich, the gay, and the induftrious citizens of every quart! 
* of the globe, as well as an aſſembly of the ſovereign prince 
and nobility of all the northern parts of Europe, ſeems nos 
* dwindled into a common mart, or quarterly fair, ſuch a1 
*-beld in a ſmall Engliſh market town.“ Ibid, p. 72. 
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Wax the king of Pruſſia had raiſed the fieges S 
of Neiſs and Coſel, he immediately marched back * . D. 
again into Saxony. At his approach, count Daun 1758. 


raiſed the ſiege of Dreſden, where Frederick ar- 
rived on the twentieth of November, and expreſſed 
his approbation of the conduct of count Schmettau. 
The prince of Deuxponts alſo raiſed the ſiege of 
Leiplic, and both he and mareſchal Daun retired 


wich their forces into Bohemia. The Auſtrian 


general, Haddick, was alſo obliged to abandon 
the ſiege of Torgau; as the Ruſſians likewiſe were 
that of Colberg, in Pruſſian Pomerania, which 
they had inveſted in the courſe of their retreat, 
after the battle of Zorndorff. So that, by the ex- 
traordinary activity of the king of Pruſſia, and his 
generals, ſix ſieges were raiſed nearly at the ſame 
time; that of Neiſs, of Coſel, of Dreſden, of 
Leipſic, of Torgau, and of Colberg .. 

Tur Swedes, in the courſe of this year, had 
recovered Swediſh Pomerania, and even made in- 
curſions into the Pruſſian territories. Their gene- 
ral, count Hamilton, had advanced as far as 
Fehrbellin, and ſent out parties that raiſed contri- 
butions within twenty-five miles of Berlin, and 
threw the inhabitants of that capital into great con- 
ſternation. General Wedel was thereupon ſent by 
the king from Dreſden to Berlin, to oppoſe the 
progreſs of the Swedes; and having aſſembled 
cleven thouſand men, he proceeded at the head of 


10 Annual Regiſter, vol. I. p. 62, 
P 4 them 
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77 them againſt the Swediſh general; while the prince 
A. D. of Bevern, with five thouſand, advanced on the 
1758. other ſide from Stettin. At their approach, the 


* 


# ey 
* * * * * * 


Swediſh commander retired, after having left a 


garriſon of fourteen hundred men at Fehrbellin, in 


order to retard the Pruſſians, and ſecure the retreat 
of his army. The place was immediately attacked 
by general Wedel; and though the Swedes dif. 
puted the ground from houſe to houſe with great 
reſolution, he at laſt drove them out of the town, 


with the loſs of one half their number, either killed 


or taken priſoners. After this, the body of the 
Swediſh army, without hazarding any other action, 
immediately evacuated the Pruſſian territories, and 


retired to the neighbourhood of Stralſund. 


DR. Smollett, ſpeaking of the military opera- 
tions of Frederick, during the campaign of the 
year 1758, makes the following obſetvations: 


The variety of fortune which the king of Pruſſia 


experienced in the courſe of this campaign wa 


very remarkable; but the ſpirit of his condud, 


and the rapidity of his motions, were altogether 
without example. In the former campaign, we 
were dazzled with the luſtre of his victories; in 
this, we admire his fortitude and ſkill in ſtem- 
ming the different torrents of adverſity, and 
riſing ſuperior to his evil fortune. One can 
hardly without aſtoniſhment recolle&, that in the 
courſe of a few months he invaded Moravia, in- 
( veſted Olmutz, and was obliged to relinquiſh 

that 
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« that deſign ; that he marched through an enemy's Cnar. 
« country, in the face of a great army, which, * 
« though it harraſſed him in his retreat, could not, 1758. 


in a route of an hundred miles, obtain any advan- 

« tage over him; that, in ſpite of his diſaſter at 
« Olmutz, and the difficulties of ſuch a march, he 
« penetrated into Bohemia, drove the enemy from 
Koningſgratz, executed another dangerous and 
« fatiguing march to the Oder, defeated a great 
« army of Ruſſians, and returned by the way of 
Saxony, from whence he drove the Auſtrian and 
Imperial armies ; that after his defeat at Hoch- 
kirchen, where he loſt two of his beſt generals, 
© and was obliged to leave his tents ſtanding, he 
© baffled the vigilance and ſuperior number of the 
« yitorious army, ruſhed like a whirlwind to the 
© relief of Sileſia, invaded by an Auſtrian army, 
© which he compelled to retire with precipitation 
© from that province; that, with the ſame rapidity 
© of motion, he wheeled about to Saxony, and 


© once more reſcued it from the hands of his adver- 


© faries; that, in one campaign, he made twice 
© the circuit of his dominions, relieved them all in 


their turns, and kept all his poſſeſſions entire 


* againſt the united efforts of numerous armies, 
conducted by generals of conſummate ſkill, and 


© undaunted reſolution . 


From the beginning of the preſent war, Frede- 


fick had treated the inhabitants of Saxony with 


% Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, p- 347+ . 
great 
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great. injuſtice and inhumanity ; and he now made 
the acts of cruelty and violence, which had been 
committed in his dominions by the Ruſſians, 3 
pretence for increaſing the oppreſſions of the 
Saxons, and augmenting his exactions. On the 
twenty- ſecond of September, M. Borck, - preſident 
of the Pruſſian military directory, ſent a letter to 
the magiſtrates of Leipſic, requiring them, in the 
king's name, to pay a new contribution of fix 
hundred thouſand crowns, and to begin immediate- 
ly with the payment of one third part, on pain of 


- military. execution. In anſwer to this demand the 


magiſtrates repreſented, that the city having been 
exhauſted by the enormous contributions before 
raifed, was abſolutely incapable of furniſhing far- 
ther ſupplies ; and that the trade of the city was {6 
ruined, and the inhabitants ſo impoveriſhed, that 


they could not even pay the ordinary taxes. But 


this remonftrance made no impreſſion. On the 
twenty-fourth of the month, at five in the morn- 
ing, the Pruſſian foldiers - aſſembled, and were 


poſted in all the ſtreets, ſquares, and market-places 


of the city. The gates were afterwards ſhut, in 


order to exclude the populace of. the ſuburbs from 


the city; and the ſenators were brought into the 
town-hall, and accoſted by general Hauſs, who 
told them, that the king his maſter would have 
money; and, if they refuſed to part with it, the 
city ſhould be plundered. The magiſtrates te- 
plied, « We: have no morę money. ve have no- 


« thing 
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« thing left bur life ; __- we recommend ourſelves Czar. 
XXVIL 


« to the king's mercy.” In conſequence of this A. P. 
declaration, diſpoſitiuns were made for giving up 3 — 


the city to be plundered. Cannon were planted in 
the ſtreets, and the inhabitants were ordered to re- 
main within doors; but the apprehended pillage 
was converted into a regular exaction. A party 
of ſoldiers, commanded by a fubaltern, went from 
houſe to houſe, ſignifying to every burgher that he 
ſhould produce all his ſpecie, on pain of immediate 
pillage and maſſacre; and the inhabitants accord- 
ingly delivered up their money. About ſax in the 
evening, the ſoldjers returned to their quarters; but 
the magiſtrates were ſtill continued for ſome time 
in confinement ***, 

On the ſecond of Db following, the 
Pruſſian directory of war ſent a decree to the de- 


puties of the ſtates of Saxony, demanding a certain 


quantity of flour and forage; and alſo acquainting 


them, © That though the king of Pruſſia had 
« hitherto treated the electorate of Saxony as a 
country which he had taken under his ſpecial 
A protection, the face of affairs was now changed 
in fuch a manner, that his majeſty would conſi- 


der it, for the future, only as a conquered 


country, out of which he had driven his enemies 


* by force of arms.“ The Ryllizns had ſeized 


13 Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 347» 348. London Magine, 
vol. XXVII. p. 521, 522. 


* Entick's Hiſt, of che War, rol, II. p. 388, yy 
in 


= a —Yy 0 * * 
? * r N 

r y ; 

3 La 9 5 * *. . PY 8 280 Ly et * 7 5 3 92 

I "T7 . : : A 8. 13 a * Fe, 7: * 

1 — — - 3 jv 
— 1 1 
* a * +4 8 gi , 

han en 72 A NES — - , — — 


tba * 2 >: . 5 
K. 7 
my CRY 
* 


— * r n 
— ar 65 — 

* 
— 


— a 


„ 
* 8 4 A 4 22 
j * E — 2 
2 —— 4 - e 


* 1 
a . 
1 
= > 
IP 
1 
1 
1 
i 
f 
4 
8 
ki 
I ö - 
= — 
1 
| t Y 
1 — 
1 
* 
* A 
£ 


220 


CnaP. 
XXVIL. 
A. D. 


1758. 


MEMOIRS OF 


in Pruſſia the eſtates and effects belonging to the 


Pruſſian officers; and a retaliation. was now made 
upon the effects of the Saxon officers who ſerved in 
the Ruſſian army. All the revenues of the Saxon 
miniſters were ſequeſtered ; and they were them. 
{elves ordered to depart for Warſaw in twenty-four 
hours. Freſh contributions were required of the 
inhabitants of Leipſic; and the king cauſed the 
exchange of that city to be ſurrounded with ſoldiers, 


and the merchants to be confined in narrow lodg. 


ings on ſtraw beds, till they were obliged, by their 
ſufferings, to draw bills for large ſums on their 
foreign correſpondents '5*: a ſpecies of oppreſſion 


and tyranny, of which F rederick unn to * 


1 212 inventor x 
Sbex 


2% Annual Regiſter, vol, I. p. 64. Entick, p. a 355 
W p. 349. 

Ls] Dr. Smollett, ſpeaking of the conduct of the king of 
Pruflia on this occaſion, ſays, that it was * much more ſuitable 


to the deſporiſm of a Perſian ſophi towards a conquered 


people who profeſſed a different faith, than reconcileable to 
© the character of a Proteſtant prince towards a peaceable nation 
af brethren, with whom he was connected by the common ties 
« of; neighbourhood and religion. Even if they had acted as 

declared enemies, and been ſubdued with arms in their hands, 
© the exceſſes of war on the fide of the conqueror ought to have 
« ceaſed with the hoſtilities of the conquered,” who, by ſubmit- 
ting to his fway, would have become his ſabjeRts, and in that 

© capacity had a claim to his protection. To retaliate upon 
« the Saxons, who had eſpouſed no quarrel, the batbarities 


committed by the Ruffians, with whom he was- actual at 


war, and to treat as a conquered province a neutral 6ountry, 
« whuch 
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SUCH was the treatment which the inhabitants Carat: 
of Saxony received from the king of Pruſſia, who A. B. 


gad declared, in the moſt folemn manner, when 1758. 
ke entered their country, that he did it with no 
hoſtile views againſt his Poliſh majeſty, or againſt 
his dominions ; that his troops entered not Saxony 
25 enemies ; and that he marched them into ĩt only 
for his own ſafety, and that of his dominions. It- 
has been pretended, that Frederick's treatment of 
the inhabitants of Saxony was - juſtified by the 
neceſſity of his affairs. But it is certain, that na 
neceſſity ſubſiſted which could juſtify ſuch conduct 
33 that which he exhibited ; and whatever neceſſity 
there was, had been created by himſelf, and cannot, 
therefore, be juſtly urged in extenuation of his 
conduct, 

Ix the courſe of this year, Frederick alſo laid 
Swediſh Pomerania under contribution; and hav- 


oh 


* which his enemies had entered by violence, and been obliged 
to evacuate by force of arms, was a ſpecies of conduct founds 
+ ed on pretences, which overturn all right, and confound all 
* reaſon,' Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, p. 349, 350. 

Dr. Smollett, though, in ſundry parts of his hiſtory, he has 
manifeſted himſelf to be a very exceptionable hiſtorian, - has yet 
made many juſt remarks on the conduct of the king of Pruſſia, 
into whoſe tranſactions he has entered ſomewhat more copiouſly, 
than might naturally have been expected in a Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, He ſeems to have thought, that as the people of Eng · 
land paid ſo much for their connexion with the king of Pruſſia, 
r reſpecting his 
uanſactions. | 
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yon ing received information, that the duke of Meck. 


1758. magazines for the French army, he detached 2 


jenburgh- Schwerin was employed in providing 


body of troops into that country, who not only 
ſecured the magazines, but levied conſiderable con- 
tributions; and the duke himſelf was obliged to 
retire to Lubeck. This prince afterwards preſent- 
ed a memiorial by his miniſter to the diet at Ra- 


tiſbon, in which he ſtated, that the Pruſſians had 


ravaged his country, and diſtreſſed it by grievous 
extortions ; and that they had demanded ſuch quan- 
tities of proviſions, ſuch exorbitant ſums of money, 


and fo many recruits, that his territories were great- 


ly impoveriſhed, and almoſt depopulated by theſe 
oppreſſions [H]. | 

EarLyY in the preſent year, the Hanoverian 
troops under the command of prince Ferdinand of 


' Brunſwick, who was reinforced by a body of Pruſ- 


Fa] In a piece publiſhed about this time, by the court of 
France, is the follow ing paſſage : * The Pruſſians have entered 
© the territories of the duke of Mecklenburgh ſword in hand, 
«* without any reaſon, and in contempt of the public peace. 
© The duke they have obliged to ſeek refuge at Lubeck; they 


| © have taken poſſeſſion of the fortreſſes ; and by defpotic orders, 


s without any payment, have cauſed themſelves to be ſupplied 
with the corn and forage. The young men have been forced 
Hens moods parents, to enliſt them, and make them fight 

© againſt their own ſovereign. In a word, without the {lightel 
* complaint againſt the duke of Mecklenburgh, his duchy is 


treated by the Pruſſians like a conquered country,” Annual 


Regiſter, vol, J. P- 206. 


ſian 
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fan horſe, had great ſucceſs againſt the French in Cut. 
ze electorate of Hanover. They puſhed the TG" 
i;each from poſt to poſt, and obliged them to 1758. 
-vacuate ſucceſſively Otterberg, Bremen, and Ver- 
len, The town and caſtle of Hoya, on the Weſer, 
where the French attempted to make a ſtand, were 
alſo reduced by the hereditary prince of Brunſwick z. 
while his uncle, prince Ferdinand, recovered the. 
city of Minden, on the. ſame river, and made 
priſoners a garriſon of four thouſand men“. 
An Engliſh ſquadron, under the command of 
commodore Holmes, alſo compelled the French 
to abandon Embden, a ſea- port in Eaſt Frieſ- 
land, which they had taken from the king of 
Pruſſia. | 

Taz duke de Richelieu, who had commanded 
the French troops in Germany, was now recalled 
from thence, and his place ſupplied by the count 
de Clermont, much to the ſatisfaction of the 
Hanoverians, among whom Richelieu was charged 
with having committed many acts of rapine-and 
oppreſſion, The new general found the French 
amy greatly reduced, by the accidents of war, 
and diſeaſes occaſioned by hard duty, ſevere weather, 
and the want of neceſſaries [1]. As he could not, 


therefore, 


3 Hiſt. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 5 


[i] In a letter written by a gentleman at Zell to his friend at 
London, dated March 9, 1758, which was publiſhed by Mr. 
Entick, is the following paſſage: The French ſent, laſt year, 
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therefore, prevent prince Ferdinand from executing 


A. D. his deſigns, nor even maintain the footing which 
1758. his predeceſſor had gained, he found himſelf under 
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the neceſſity of retiring with all poſſible expedition 
towards the Rhine. As the allies advanced, the 
French troops retreated from their diſtant quarters 
with ſuch precipitation, as to leave behind them all 
their fick, together with a great part of their bag. 
gage and artillery, beſides a great number of of- 
ficers and ſoldiers, who fell into the hands of thoſe 
parties by whom they were purſued. The inhabi. 
tants of Hanover, finding that the French intended 
to abandon that city, were apprehenſive of being 
ſubjected to violence and inſult; but they were 
happily diſappointed by the benevolent behaviour 
of the duke de Randan, the French governor. 
This amiable nobleman, when he had orders to 
evacuate the place, inſtead of deſtroying his magz- 
zine of proviſions, according to the uſual practice 
of war, ordered the whole to be either fold, at a 
low price, or diſtributed among the poor of the 
city. He alſo employed all his vigilance to prevent 
his foldiers from committing any act of irregularity 
or violence, and was himſelf the laſt man that 
marched out of the town. So meritorious was his 
conduct, that he received a letter of thanks for it 


- « 119,000 men from France, and now they have not 46,000 
left. The reſt died in the hoſpitals, or fell in battles and 
*« {kkirmiſhes,” Hiſt, of the War, vol, III. p. 134+ 


from 
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from the regency of Hanover; and when a day of Cr. 
thankſgiving was appointed, on account of their * 
being delivered from their enemies, the Hanoverian 1758.) 
clergy particularly celebrated in their ſermons * 
benevolence and generoſity of _ duke de Ran- 
dan I 56 

Taz French army having paſſed the Rhine, 
prince Ferdinand alſo paſſed that river, attack- 
ed the count de Clermont at Crevelt, and 
obliged him to retire under the cannon of Cologn, 
with the loſs of ſeven thouſand men, and many 
officers of diſtinction. Prince Ferdinand ſoon 
after made himſelf maſter of Duſſeldorff, and after-- 
wards put his army into winter-quarters, in the 
biſhoprics of Munſter, Paderborn, and Hildeſ- 
heim v. His army had been previouſly joined 
by a body of -Britiſh troops, who had landed at 
Embden ; but they arrived too late to have any 
opportunity of ſignalizing themſelves in the field, 
during that campaign; and their commander, the 
duke of Marlborough, died ſoon after of a dyſen- 
tery at Munſter, 

Ox the ſeventh of December, 1758, the third 


| treaty between Great Britain and Pruſſia was con- 


cluded at London, by which his Britannick majeſty 
agreed ta pay to the king of Pruflia a ſecond 


"55 Smollett, p. 311, 312. Annual Regiſter, vol. I. Pp. 3g, 
36. Hiſt, of Modern Europe, ut ſupra, 
17 Hiſt, of Modern Europe, p. 307-310. 


Vol. II. 2 , ſubſidy 


7 —⅛˙ . ̃7— , TCP TTY ELOISE 


3” age A — 


- 


1 MEMOIRS OF 


. 1 ſubfidy of 670, oool. ſterling, to be paid in one 


A. D. payment, immediately on the exchange of the 


1758. ratifications. It was again ſtipulated, that neither 


* 


f party ſnould conclude any treaty of peace, truce, 
or other convention, but by common advice, and 
mutual conſent, 


CHAP. 
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Frederick ſends a body of troops into Poland, and de- 
ftriys the magazines of the Ruſſians in that country, 


be magazines of the Auſtrians, in Bobemia, 
alſo defrayed by prince Henry of Pruſſia.— Mani- 
feftoes publiſhed by count Dobna, on his entering 
Poland, at the head of a Pruſſian army. — Battle 
of Zulicbau. — Battle of Kunerſdorff. == General 
Finck ſurrounded, and taken priſoner, with near 
fifteen thouſand Pruſſians under his command, at 
Maxer'.— Military operations of prince Ferdinand 


Prufſian majeſties to the ſeveral belligerent poters.— 
Frederict”s declaration relative to the removal of 


his prijoners to Spandau. 


thought it neceſſary to exert himſelf to the. utmoſt, 
to impede their progreſs, and to prevent the ſucceſs 
of their operations againſt him. He was parti- 
cularly attentive to cutting off their means of ſub- 
ſitence ; and accordingly having received informa- 
tion, that large magazines had been erected for 
their uſe in Poland, he detached, about the mid- 
dle of February, 1759, forty-ſix ſquadrons, and 
twenty-ſix battalions, under general Woberſnow, 
from Glogay | in Sileſia, who entered Poland, and 
| Q 2 deſtroyed 


of Brunfwick.—Declaration of their Britannick and 


HE king of Pruſſia had found the Ruſſians Car. 
an enemy ſo extremely formidable, that he A. DP. 
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Cuar, deſtroyed ſeveral immenſe magazines belonging to 


3 


the Ruſſians. One in particular, which was at 


— Poſna, and which was guarded by two thouſand 


ia [x J. They alſo loaded three hundred waggons 


Coffacks, is ſaid to have contained as much flour, 
as would have fed fifty thouſand men for three 
months. In this expedition, the Pruſſians alfo 
attacked the caſtle of prince Sulkowſki, a Poliſh 
grandee, who had intereſted himſelf againſt the 
king of Pruſſia, compelled him to ſurrender, and 
carried him and his garriſon priſoners into Sile- 


with proviſions and _ which he had collected 
for the Ruſſians '?, 


75 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. III. p. 454, 455. 

Fx] In one of the accounts publiſhed of this tranſaction, it 
is ſaid, that the Pruſſians raiſed contributions as far as Poſna, 
C that they deſtroyed the Ruſſian magazines, and carried off by 
force from his eſtates prince Sulkowſki, a Poliſh gratidee, and 
* conveyed him as a priſoner to Glogau, with his guard, which 

conſiſted of two hundred men. His crime was, that he was 
* fuſpeBicd of having raifed cheſe rwo bondred men” for ts 

« Ruſſian army. Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II, 
P- 93+ Prince Sulkowſkj, as 3 Pole, had as much right to 20 
againſt the king of Pruffia, as for him; and the rather, as his 
own prince, 5 of Poland, was in alliance with the Ruſ- 
ſians, and had been driven out of his electoral dominions by the 
Pruſſian monarch. The condu&t of Frederick, therefore, in con- 
veying in ſuch a manner out of his own country, and from his 


- own eſtates, a man of high rank, whoſe only crime was having 


attached himſelf to the cauſe of his own ſovereign, appears to 
have been in a very high degree unjuſt, oppreſive, aol 
ty rannical. s 

9 Id. ibid. 


Asour 
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| Azovr the latter end of March Frederick himſelf S 
aſſembled his army at Rhonſtock, near Striegau, 4. O. 
and advancing to the neighbourhood of Landſnut, 759 
in - Sileſia, eneamped at BolchenhaynZ In the 25 
mean time, the Auſtrian army, under the com» 
mand of mareſchal Daun, aſſembled at Munchen- 
gratz, in Bohemia; and the campaign was opened 
by an exploit of the Auſtrian general Beck,; who 
ſurprized and made priſoners a battalion of Pruſſian 
grenadiers, poſted under colonel Duringſheven, at 
Greiffenberg, on the frontiers of Sileſia. © But this 
advantage, gained by the Auſtrians, was more 
than counterbalanced by the activity and ſucceſs of 
prince Henry of Pruſſia, who commanded the army 
which had wintered in Saxony. In the month of 
ln, April, he marched in two columns towards Bohe- 


ma, forced the paſs of Peterſwalde, deſtroyed a 
. magazine of the Auſtrians at Auſſig, burned theur 
FR. boats upon the Elbe, ſeized the proviſions and 


* forage which they had collected at Loboſchutz and 
I. Leutmeritz, and demoliſhed a new bridge which 
185 they had erected for their own convenience: At 
= the fame time, general Hulſen attacked the paſs of 
the Wl Paſberg, which was guarded by the Auſtrian ge- 
con- neral Renard, who was taken by the Pruſſians, 
1 his BY vith two thouſand men, including fifty officers '*. 
One of the Auſtrian magazines, which was deſtroy- 
ns WM © by the Pruflians, was at Budin, where the 

. “ Smollere's His, of England, from the Revolution, vol. 

V. p. 95, 96. Fo 4 

ur Q 3 flames 
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Exar. flames ſpread, and reduced the town: to aſhes; 


nr though prince Henry is ſaid to have done all in his 


the fire 
1759 · power to.extinguiſh 
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Tux Pruffians having now filled Bohemia vit 
alarm and conſternation, raiſed heavy contributions 
in the country, and made great deſtruction of the 
[Auſtrian magazines [1], prince Henry returned to 
Saxony, and diftributed his troops in quarters of 
refreſhment in the neighbourhood of Dreſden. 
Bur they were again put in motion in a few days, 
and marched'to Obelgeburgen; from whence prince 
Henry continued his route through Voightland, 
in order to attack the army of the empire in 
Franconia. He accordingly entered this country 
by the way of Hoff, on the ſeventh of May, ad 
next day ſent 'a detachment to attack gener 
Macguire, who commanded a body of Imperialift 
at Aſch, and who ſuſtained the charge wich great 
courage; but finding himſelf in danger of being 
' overpowered by numbers, he retired in the night 
towards Egra. The army of the empire, com- 
manded by the prince de Deuxponts, retreated, 2 
the Pruſſians advanced, and abandoned the rieh 
biſhoprics of Bamberg and URS to contr: 


n Entick, ut ſupra, p. 459+ _ 


[1] The Pruſſians are ſaid to hare deſtroyed, inthe Audio 


. magazines, in this expedition, 35,486 tons of meal; 37,40 
loaves of bread, of Alb. weight each; 136,820 Berlin meafura 
of oats; and 86, 300 rations of hay, of: W each, 
Eatick, — p· 459. 
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bution, The town of Bamberg ſurrendered upon Cnar. 
terms ; but ſome confuſion happening before the a_ 
capitulation was completed, a party of Croats fired 175%, 
upon a party of Pruſſians, who had advanced to- 
wards one of the gates. This was reſented as an 
infringement of the capitulation, and was made a 
pretence for plundering the place. It was given 
up to pillage, by order of the Pruſſian commanders, 
for two days, in a very cruel and licentious man- 
ner; and the conduct of the Pruſſians, in this 
tranſaction, was loudly and juſtly cenſured through- 
out Europe . 

Is the-doginiging'ialsthe month of June, the 
king of Pruſſia having received information, that 
the Ruſſians, notwithſtanding the deſtruction of 
their magazines, had begun their march from the 
Viſtula, ordered the ſeveral bodies of his troops, 
under. the generals Hulſen and Woberſnow, to 


join the forces under count Dohna, and to march 


into Poland [M]. Accordingly they advanced to 
| Meritz, 
n Annual Regiſter, vol. U. p. 10. Fate, ut ſopra, 


p. 460. 


[1] One of the king of Prufſia's biographers, ſpeaking of this 
unn ſays, It is aſtoniſh- 


' ing to find in Europe, in the middle of the eighteenth century, 


* ſtate, whoſe dominions are more extenſive than thoſe of 


France or of Germany, yet ſo deſtitute of forces, and of the 
means of defence, as to ſuffer its neighbours to enter che pro- 
vinces of it at their pleaſure ; and that a ſingle general, at the 
© head of a few regiments, can ſupport himſelf in it as long as 
2 2 
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Meritz, where the. Pruſſian neal publiſhed the 
following manifeſto : 


His Pruſſian majeſty, finding himſelf under 2 
< neceſſity to cauſe part of his armies to enter the 


© territories of the republic of Poland, in order to 


protect them againſt the threatened invaſion of 
the enemy, declares, that it muſt not be under. 
< ſtood that his majeſty, by this ſtep taken, intends 
© to make any breach in the regard, which he has 
© always had for the illuſtrious republic of Poland, 
© or to leſſen the good underſtanding which has 
© hitherto ſubſiſted between them, but, on the 
* contrary, to ſtrengthen the ſame, in expectation 


© that the illuſtrious republic will, on its part, af 


© with the like neighbourly and friendly good will 
© as is granted to the enemy, than which nothing 


more is deſired, 


* 


The nobility, gentry, and magiſtracy, in their 
reſpective diſtricts, between the frontiers of Pruſſia, 


© ſo far as beyond Poſna, are required to furniſh 
© all kinds of proviſions, corn, and forage, necel- 
« ſary to ſupport an army of forty thouſand men, 
© with the utmoſt diſpatch, with an aſſurance of 
© being paid ready money for the ſame. But if, 
© contrary to. expectation, any deficiency ſhould 
© happen in ſupplying this demand, his majeſty's 
© troops will be obliged to forage, and uſe the 
© be thinks proper; or, at leaſt, till the general of ſome other 


power comes and drives him out.” 9 
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t fume means as thoſe taken by the enemy for their Cx — 


« ſubſiſtence... In confidence, therefore, that the A 2 
ſeveral juriſdictions upon the Pruſſian frontiers, 799 


« within the territories of Poland, will exert them- 
« ſelves to comply 'with this demand as ſoon as 
« poſſible, for the ſubſiſtence of the royal army of 
« Pruſſia, they are aſſured, that thereby all diſ- 
© orders will be prevented, and whatever is delivered 
vill be paid for in ready money. , 
Two days after, count Dohna publiſhed the 
following declaration: © It was with the greateſt 
* aſtoniſhment, that the king, my moſt gracious 
© lord and maſter, heard that ſeveral of his own 
ſubjects had ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced 
© from their allegiance ſo far, as to enter into the 
© ſervice of a potentate with whom he is at war. 
His majeſty, therefore, makes known by theſe 
© preſents, that all of his ſubjects ſerving in the 
© enemy's armies, who ſhall be -taken with arms 
© in their hands, ſhall, agreeably to all laws, be 
© ſentenced to be hanged without eu as traitors 
* to their king and country. | | 
A rw days after, the Pruſſian tl Aſo adit 
liſhed the following manifeſto: < We invite and 
© deſire, that the nobility, archbiſhops, biſhops, 
© abbeys, convents, ſeignories, magiſtrates, 0 | 
inhabitants of the republic of Poland, on 
road to Poſnania, and beyond it, would Phony in 
* perſon, or by deputies, in the courſe: of this 
© week, r to the Pruſſian 
Tia 5 head- 


— 
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Cuar. & head-quarters, there to treat with the commande: 
1 in chief, or the commiſſary at war, for the deli. 


1759- © very of forage and proviſions for the ſubſiſtence 
—_— army, to be paid for with ready money, 
© We promiſe and aſſure ourſelves, that no per. 

_ © ſon in Poland will attempt to ſeduce the Pruflian 
11 c troops to deſert; that no aſſiſtance will be given 
is © neither be ſheltered, concealed, nor lodged; 


c which would be followed by very diſagreeable 
l | | © conſequences, We expect, on the contrary, that 
% « perſons of all ranks and conditions will ſtop any 
| * runaway or deſerter, and deliver him up at the 
© firſt advanced poſt, or at the head-quarters ; and 
TRY all expences attending the ſame ſhall be paid, 
WH | and a reaſonable gratification ſuperadded. 
Wu" © If any one hath an inclination to enter into the 
1 * kingof Pruſſia s ſervice, with an intention to be- 
| © have well and faithfully, he may apply to the 
head quarters, and be aſſured of a capitulation 
© for three or four years. 
« If any prince, or member of the republic of 
« Poland, be diſpoſtd to aſſemble a body of men, 
* © and to join in a troop, or in a company, the 
2 Pruſſian army, to make a common cauſe wit 
< ir, he may depend on a gracious reception, and 
e thatdue regard will be ſhewn to his merit“. 
Faom Meritz count Dohna continued his march 
towards Poſna, where he found the Ruſſian arm), 
463 Annual Regiſter, vol, II. p. 231, 232, 233. 
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command, received poſitive orders from the king, 
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which was now under che command of count, Cuar, 
Soltikow, ſtrongly encamped, having in their rear A. B. 


that city, and the river Warta, and in their front a 1759. 


ſormidable entrenchment, mounted wich a great 
number of cannon. In this ſituation, count Dohna 
judged it to be impracticable to attack them, with 

any proſpect of ſueceſs. He, therefore, contented 
himſelf with watching their motions, and en- 
dezyouring to intercept their convoys to the caſt- 
ward: but, for want of proviſions, was, in a ſhort 
time, obliged to return himſelf towards the Oder. 


The Ruſſians then advanced towards Zulichauz in 


Sileſia. The king of Pruſſia now began to be 
diſſatisfied with the conduct of his general, count 
Dohna. He, therefore, ſuperſeded him, and con- 
ferred the command on Wedel, who was lately 
advanced to the rank of lieutenant- general. Count 
Dohna appears to have been a brave, and a, ſkilful 
officer; but the king thought him ſomewhat too 
cautious; and, indeed, he ſeems not to have been 
quite ſo ready as his royal maſter, to ſacrifice the 


lives of his . 


obtaining any advantage. . . 
General Wedel, who was n with the 


it all events, to engage the Ruſſians. They had 
arrived at Zulichau, and intended to proceed 
from thence to Croſſen in Sileſia, in order to get 


before the Pruſſian army, and to make good the 


paſſage of the Oder. The Ruſſian. army amount- 
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_Cnaxy. ed to ſeventy thouſand men, and the-PruMang did 
A. D. not exceed thirty thouſand. General Wedel, how. 

| 1759. ever, attacked the Ruſſians, with great vigour; at 
Kay, near Zuticnav, on the twenty-third: of 


July. Bur, after a very obſtinate engagement, the 
Pruſſians were repulſed with the loſs of near eight 
thouſand men; killed, wounded, and priſoners, 
The loſs of the Ruſſians was alſo very conſiderable, 
On the ſide of the Pruſſians, general Woberſnow, 
an officer of great merit, was killed, n 
Manteuffel was wounded. 

 Arrex the battle of Zulichau, che 1 
made themſelves maſters of the town of Croſſen. 
They afterwards penetrated far into the Pruſſian 
territories, and took poſſeſſion of Franckfort upon 
the Oder. The king of Pruſſia had been employ- 
ed, for a conſiderable time, in watching the mo- 
tions of mareſchal Daun; but he now reſolved to 
march himſelf in perſon to oppoſe the progreſs of 
the Ruſſians; and this he judged to be the more 
neceſſary, in order to prevent a junction between 
them and the Auſtrians. Accordingly he ſet out 
from his camp in Sileſia, with a ſele& body of ten 
thouſand men, in order to take upon him the com- 
mand of general Wedel's army, leaving the reſt of 
his forces ſtrongly encamped, under the command 
of his brother prince Henry. Mareſchal Daun, 
being apprized of Frederick's intention, and know- 
ing the Ruſſians to be very defective in cavalry; 
ma 4 detached a body of twelve thouſand 
horſe 


2 
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horſe to join them, under the command of general Cnar. 


Laudohn; and theſe, penetrating through Sileſia 
and Luſatia, though nat without ſome loſs, arrived 


in the Ruſſian camp at this very critical juncture . 

Taz king of Pruſſia joined general Wedel at 
Muhlroſe, where he aſſumed the command of the 
army ; but finding it greatly inferior to that of the 
Ruſſians, he recalled general Finck, whom he had 
detached ſome time before, with a body of nine 
thouſand men, to oppaſe the progreſs of the Im- 
perialiſts in Saxony. But, even with this reinforce- 
ment, the Pruſſian army did not quite amount to 
fity thouſand: men, while that of the Ruſſians, 
fince the junction af general Laudohn, was not 
much leſs than ninety thouſand, They had choſen 
a ſtrong camp, at the village of KunzzsDporer, 
almoſt oppoſite to Franckfort upon the Oder; and 
they had - increaſed the natural ſtrength of their 
ſituation by entrenchments, planted with a numerous 
train of artillery, Natwithſtanding theſe accumu- 
ated diſadyantages, the king af Pruſſia determined 
to hazard an attack, 

Taz Pruſſian 2:my being formed in a wood, 
adyanced towards the Ruſſians, on the twelfth of 
Auguſt; and, at eleven in the forenoon, the action 
was begun with a ſevere cannonade. This having 
produced the deſired effect, the king of Pruſſia 
charged the left wing of the Ruſſian army with his 


"+ Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 109 AGES IG vol. II. 
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ever, kept their ground, till they were hewn.down 


from the center, reinforced his left wing, and made 
a a ſtand at a redoubt, which had been erected on an 
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beſt troops formed in columns. After a ven 


forced with great ſlaughter, and ſeventy pieces of 
cannon fell into the hands of the Pruſſians. 4 
narrow defile was afterwards paſſed, and ſeveral te. 
doubts, that covered the village of KuxERSDOREHr, 
were taken by aſſault. At that village, the Ruſ- 
fians made a firm ſtand ; but they were averborne 
by the impetuoſity of the Pruſſians, who droye 
them from poſt to poſt, up to che laft redoubti 
which they had to defend. The Ruſfians, how. 


in their ranks ; and this ſucceſs, therefore, was not 
obtained by the Pruſſians, but with infuute labour 
and at a great expence of blood. 
AFTER a furious engagement of ſix bous for 
tune ſeemed to declare ſo much in favour. of the 
Pruſſians, that the king diſpatched the following 
billet to the queen at Berlin: “ Madam, we have 
« driven the Ruſſians from their antrenchments, 
* In two hours expect to hear of a glorious victory.” 
But this intimation was premature. The Ruſſians 
though ſtaggered, and broken, were not routed. 
Count Soltikow found, that his left wing, though 
ſhattered, was more entire than any other part dt 
his army. He, therefore, aſſembled the remains 
of his right, and gathering as many as he coul 
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t ing- ground.“ Here the Ruſſians again ſtood in 3 
onder of battle, with the moſt reſolute countenance, A. R 
fyoured by the ſituation, which was naturally dif- 1789. 


gcult of acceſs, and now rendered almoſt impreg- 
nable by the fortification, and a numerous artillery. 
t is aid, that the Pruſſian generals were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, that it would be imprudent at 
that time to puſh any farther the advantages which 
they had obtained. They repreſented to the king, 
that their adverſaries were ſtill very numerous, and 
their artillery conſiderable ; that the poſt which 
they occupied was of great ſtrength ; that his brave 
troops, who had been engaged for ſo long a time, 


in one of the ſevereſt actions ever known, and in 


one of the hotteſt days that was ever felt, were too 
much exhauſted for a new attempt, and an attempt 
of ſuch extreme difficulty; that the advantage he 
had already gained would be as deciſive in its con- 
ſequences as that of Zorndorff ; and that the enemy 
would be obliged immediately to retire into Poland, 
and to leave him at liberty to act in other quarters, 
where his preſence was equally neceſſary . 

Tusk reaſons were forcible, and at firſt ſeemed 
to make ſome impreſſion upon the king; but, in 
a few-moments, he reſolved to make another effort, 
and again put all to the hazard. His infantry, ftill 
reſolute, and animated by their late ſucceſs, were 
led on to a new attack. But the enterprize was 
beyond their ſtrength, The ſituation of the Ruſ- 
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Crae. ſians was impregnable ; and their artillery repylſe4 


1759- Pruſſian infantry, however, were brought to; 
ſecond attack, and were a ſecond time repulſed, 
and with ftill greater .loſs. The cavalry then 
ſucceeded to the attack, and repeated their un. 

| ſucceſsful efforts, til they were almoſt broken, and 
entirely exhauſted. | 
Ar this critical juncture, the whole body of the 
| Auſtrian and Ruſſian cavalry, under gener! 
Laudohn, which had hitherto remained inactive, 
and were therefore freſh, and in ſpirits, fell in 
among the Pruſſian horſe with great fury, broke 
their line at the firſt charge, and forcing them back 
upon the infantry, threw them into ſuch diſorder z 
could not be repaired. The Pruffian army being 
thus involved in confuſion, was ſoon after totaly 
defeated, notwithſtanding the perſonal efforts of 
the king, who hazarded his life in the hotteſt pam 
of the battle, led on his troops three times to the 
charge, had two, horſes killed under him, and his 
clothes in ſeveral places penetrated with muſquet- | 
balls [x]. His army being routed, and gener 
[x] Dr. Smollett, ſpeaking of this battle, fays, * It nt 
be owned, that if the king was prodigal of his own perſon 
be was likewiſe very free with the lives of his ſubjects. At o 
« time, fince the days of ignorance and barbarity, were tie 
« lives of men ſquandered away with ſuch profuſion, as in tit 
« courſe of this-German war. They were not only unnecef 


« farily ſacrificed in various exploits of no as 
« lavi 5 
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Seidlitz, and moſt of his other generals, being 
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diſabled by wounds, he was reluctantly compelled A. P. 


to abandon the field of battle [o]; and he then 1759. 
os 
difpatched another billet to the queen, containing 


theſe words: © Remove from Berlin with the 
« royal family. Let the archives be carried to 
« Potſdam. The town may make conditions with 


« the enemy.“ 


« laviſhly expoſed to all the rigour and diſtemiper of winter- 
© campaigns, which were introduced on the continent, in de- 
ſpite of nature, and in contempt of humanity, Such are the 
improvements of warriors without feeling! ſuch the refine- 
ments of German diſcipline !' Hiſt, of England, ut ſupra, 
p. 103, 104+ 

Voltaire alſo, after giving ſome account of the battles which 
were fought in Germany at this period, ſays, * What was the 
* reſult of this innumerable multitude of battles, of which even 
© the recital, at this day, is tedious to thoſe who there ſignalized 
« themſelves? What remains after ſo many battles? Nothing, 
but blood ſpilt to no purpoſe in uncultivated and ruined 
countries, villages deſtroyed, and families reduced to beg- 
gary.“ Age of Lewis XV. ch. 33. 

o] The king is ſaid to have been much aſſiſted in his retreat 
by general Finck, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the action, 
in which he was wounded, Captain Tielke ſays, that Gene- 
* ral Finck diſplayed ſuch zeal, knowledge, and capacity, in 
collecting the troops, forming them again, repairing the diſ- 
* order, and covering the retreat of the army, that the king 
told him, he would be a ſecond Turenne.* Account of ſome 
of the moſt remarkable events of the War between the Pruſſians, 
Auſtrians, and Ruſſians, &c. tranſlated from the German, by 
the captains Charles and Robert Crawfurd, vol. I. p. 210. 


16% Annual Regiſter, and Smollett, ut ſupra, 
Vor. IT. N R 


Tug 


* ö * 
Ly = „ * 7 * 


. ö os * 
1 242 MEMOIRS OF 
88 Tax hight; and the prudent uſe of ſome em. 


A. D. nences, which were defended as well as the cir. 
1759. cumſtances would admit, preſerved the Pruſſan 
army from total ruin. But their loſs, in the battle 
of KuxERSDboRrr, was greater than in any other 

action from the commencement of the war. They 

Joſt all their cannon; and the number of thei 

killed, wounded, and priſoners, amounted ta year 

twenty thouſand. General Putkammer was killed; 

and the licutenant-generals Seidlitz, Finck, Wedel, 
Hulſen, and Itzenplitz, were among the wound- 

1 ed; as was allo the prince of Wirtemberg, and five 
wi - major- generals. Among the wounded officers of 
| inferior rank, was major Kleiſt, who, is eſteemed 
one of the . beſt German poets. He had greatly 
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\.\- diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the action, and died of hi 
# . wounds a few days after. The loſs of the Runs 


was alſo ſo great, that count Soltikow is reported to 
have ſaid, after the action, © If I ſhould gain ſuch 
ce another victory, I may go alone, with my 
« truncheon in my hand, to carry the news to 
« Peterſburgh 7.” 

Tux Pruſſian troops, early in the morning after 
the action, returned to the camp which they had 
occupied before,' about two leagues from the field 
of battle. In a letter, ſaid to be written by a 
Pruſſian officer of diſtinction, who was preſent in 
the action, is the following paſſage: I ſaw tie 
king, the morning after the battle, ſtretched unn 


2 Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 99- 
- © a little 
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© little ſtraw, repoſing among the ruins of a farm- _Cxar. 


t houſe, which had been deſtroyed by the Coffacks. XXII: | 
2 


He ſlept, with as much ſoundneſs and tranqui- 
ty, as if he had been in the ſecureſt place. HE 


© hat covered half his face, and his fword drawn lay 
Two adjutants were at his feet, 


c by his ſide. 
« ſlec ping on the ground. A ſingle grenadier ſtood 
. ſMinel. 
« repoſe in his own powet, as well as preſence of 


mind. As ſoon as he is out of the reach of arms, | 
© the idea of his own ſuperiority, and his confidence 


© in his own good fortune, ſo take poſſeſſion of 


© him; that he no lohger ſees any danger ; but 
i delivers himſelf up to repoſe with as much ſecu- 
© rity, as if the enemy were at bene e 


© diſtance . 

Tur day after the battle of Kunerſderff, about 
four in the afternoon, the king repaſſed the Oder, 
and encamped at Retwin. He was apprehenſtve, 
that the Ruſſians would have immediately proceed 
ed to Brandenburgh ; but they were not very active 
in making the moſt of the victory that they had 
obtained; and he himſelf ſoon removed from Ret- 
win to Fuſtenwalde, and ſtationed himfelf in ſuch 
2 manner, that they did not venture to make any 
attempt uport Berlin. In a few days after his de- 
feat, every thing was in order in his camp. He 

Vie de Frederick N. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. IL p. 98, 99. 
}-1ecdotes and Characteriſtics of Frederick the Great, vol. I. 
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ih had re: aſſembled and refreſhed his broken woops; 


— — 


he had- furniſhed his camp with cannon from the 


1759. arſenal at Berlin; and he recalled general Kleiſt, 


whom he had ſent with five thouſand men into 
Pomerania. He watched the motions of the Ruf. 


ſian army ſo aſſiduouſly, that count Soltikow, in- 


ſtead of entering Brandenburgh, marched into 


Luſatia. There he joined the grand Auſtrian army, 


under mareſchal Daun; and the two generals held 
conſultations together concerning their future * 


rations . 


\ FreDERICK never appeared greater, than after 
any remarkable adverſe ſtroke of fortune. In ſuch 
caſes, he generally - excited the aſtoniſhment of 
mankind, by the celerity with which he recovered 
his loſſes, by the wonderful refources of his genius, 
and the unconquerable fortitude of his ſpirit. 
After the battle of Kunerſdorff, when his friends, 


as well as his enemies, were of opinion, that the 


Ruſſian and Auſtrian armies united had only to 


determine what part of his dominions they choſe 
firſt to ſubdue, as a prelude to the conqueſt of the 
whole, he obliged both to act on the defenſive; 


and, at the fame time, detached a body of fix 


thouſand men, under general Wunſch, in order 


to oppoſe the progreſs of the Imperialiſts in 


Saxony 


*9 Hiſt. of Modern Europe, vol. V. 73. 
379 Thid, p. 345. 
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DvziNG the time that the king had been em- 4 
ployed againſt the Ruſſians, the army of the em- A. B. 
pire had entered into Saxony, and made themſelves, 1759. 


maſters of Halle, Wittemberg, Leipſic, and Torgau; 
and ſoon after Dreſden alſo ſurrendered to the 
Imperialiſts. But the detachment under general 
Wunſch retook Leipſic on the twenty-firſt of Sep- 
tember ; and having joined general Finck, who 
was ſent with another body of troops into Saxony, 
theſe Pruſſtan generals repulſed the army of the 
empire at Corbitz, though ſupported by a body of 
Auſtrians under general Haddick, and recovered 
every place in that electorate except Dreſden *. 
Prince Henry of Pruſſia now quitted a camp which 
he had occupied, at Hornſdorff, near Gorlitz, in 
Luſatia, and marched with extraordinary celerity 


into Saxony, where he joined the generals Finck 


and Wunſch. This rapid march obliged count 


Daun alſo to quit his camp in Luſatia, and to 


ſeparate his army from that of count Soltikow, in 
order to protect Dreſden. After the Auſtrian and 
Ruſſian armies were thus ſeparated, the king found, 
that it was the intention of the Ruſſians to beſiege 
Great Glogau; but he took poſt between them and 
that city in ſuch a manner, as totally to fruſtrate 
their deſign; and they ſoon after retired into Po- 


land. They appear to have been much diſtreſſed 
tor want of proviſions, and they received an offer 
of money from the court of Vienna; but to this 
7 Hift, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 344. 
K3 offer 
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nar. offer count Soltikow replied, My ſoldiers do not 
XXVIII. ee ea . * 

A. D. t money 

1759 By the retreat of the Ruſſians i into Poland, the 

king of Pruſſia finding himſelf diſengaged from a 

very formidable enemy, marched immediately into 

Saxony, and there joined his brother prince Henry, 

near Torgau, on the ſecond of November, in ſpite 
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1 of all the efforts of the Auſtrian generals. On this 
F 1 junction the army of the empire retired, and mareſ- 

| | chal Daun retreated towards Dreſden, as well to 

[ 1 cover that city, as to keep open his communication 

1 with Bohemia. The whole Auſtrian cavalry was 

; : | poſted in the plain between Plauen and Dreſden; 
18 the right wing extending to the ſuburb of that city, 
1 and the left wing to the village. As this advantage. 
17 | dus poſition made an attack upon the Auſtrian army 
1 almoſt impracticable, the king endeavoured to 
i} 1K oblige mareſchal Daun to quit it, and to retire to- 
{ q 4 S wards Bohemia, þy rendering his communication 
{| | with that country very difficult, and cutting off his 
p 7 R means of ſubſiſtence, To this end he ſent colonel 
ll: Kleiſt with a body of light troops into Bohemig 
it. 8 who deſtroyed many magazines, and levied conſ- 

derable contributions . 


14 b it SHORTLY after, F rederick detached lieutenant- 
1 general Finck, with nineteen battalions, and thirty- 
| five ' ſquadrons, to take poſſeſſion of the defiles of 


7 Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 102. 
. 7 Tielke's Account of ſome of the moſt remarkable eren 
0 of the War between the Pruſſians, &c. ut ſupra, p. 4, 5. 
[| Maren 
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retreat of the Auſtrians into Bohemia. But the Pruſ- 


fan general had no ſooner taken poſt upon the 255 5 
heights near the village of Maxen, than mareſchal 
Daun ſent officers to reconnoitre his fituation, and 
immediately reſolved to attack him with the corps 


ge reſerve under the baron de Sincere, which was 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Dippoldiſwalda: 
It was forthwith divided into four columns, which 
fled off through the neighbouring woods; and the 


Pruſſians had no apprehenſion of the approach of 


the Auſtrians, till they ſaw themſelves almoſt en- 
trely ſurrounded. In this emergency, they de- 
fended themſelves with their cannon and muſquetry 
till they were overpowered by numbers, and their 
batteries were taken. 
filing ground, where they rallied, but were driven 
from eminence to eminence, until, by favour of 
the night, they made their laſt retreat to Falken- 
hayn. In the mean time, count Daun had made 


ſuch diſpoſitions, that at day-break general Finck 
found himſelf ſo completely encloſed, that he con- 
ceived no poſſibility of eſcape remained for him. 


He endeavoured, though ineffectually, to obtain 
terms ; and at length general Finck himſelf, eight 
major-generals, and all his troops, amounting to 
rear fifteen thouſand men, were made priſoners of 
var. Upwards of fixty pieces of cannon, forty- 
tour ammunition waggons, emen 9 
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Then they retired to another 
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nr. and ninety-ſix pair of colours, alſo fell into the 


XXVIIL 


A. D. 
173% 


= 


hands of the Auſtrians on this occaſton. — 
GENERAL Finck was eſteemed a brave and x 
ſkilful officer; but in this tranſaction he ſeems to 
have been deficient either in judgment or in vigi- 
lance [J. General Hulſen had been detached, 
| with 


Ir] Some writers have ſuppoſed, that the king of Pruſſa 


| himſelf was chiefly to blame in this buſineſs ; by detaching fo 


numerous a body of troops to a fituation, where they could not 
be ſuſtained by the reſt of his army, But, on this ſubject, the 
captains C. and R. Crawfurd have made the following remarks, 
in their notes on Tielke's Account of ſome of the moſt re- 
te markable events of the War between the Pruſſians, &c. p. 13, 
14. * Although many people may with juſtice deem it a fault 
in the king, that he did not immediately poſt a conſiderable 
corps at Dippoldiſwalda, excluſive of general Finck's corps, 
yet every perſon, who is acquainted with the country, and 
has any knowledge of the military art, muſt behold with 
« admiration the boldneſs and juſtneſs of the king's manceuvre, 
in detaching general Finck to Maxen ; a manceuvre, which 
© deſerves as much to be admired as any of the other great 
actions of this conſummate general; and which, had it been 
as well executed as conceived, would have been attended with 
the moſt important and brilliant ſucceſs, For had general 


Finck maintained his poſt till gerfral Hulſen arrived, (which 


© he could have done by occupying the ground properly) 
« maxeſchal Daun would then have been unable to drive the 
« Pruflians from the neighbourhood of Maxen ; and, as by this 


: poſition they would have entirely cut off his communication 


„with Bohemia on that fide, and have rendered the famous 
* camp of Plauen almoſt, if not abſolutely untenable, he would 


© have been obliged to make a pregipitate retreat over the Elbe 
by Dreſden, and probably to have retired to Bohemia by that 
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with nine battalions, and thirty ſquadrons, to his Car. 
aſſiſtance ; but he arrived at Klingenberg too late = D. 
to be of any ſervice; and, being recalled, was ſent 1759. 


the next day to occupy the important poſt of Frey- 


berg. General Finck was afterwards tried by a 
court-martial, who ſentenced him to two years im- 
priſonment. After he was releaſed from his con- 
finement, he went as a general of infantry into the 
Daniſh ſervice, and was in that ſituation when he 
died. 

Taz affair of Maxen was not the only diſaſter 
which befel the king of Pruſſia at the cloſe of this 
campaign, General Diercke, who was poſted with 
ſeven battalions of infantry, and a thouſand horſe, 
on the right bank of the Elbe, oppoſite to Meiſſen, 
finding it impracticable to lay a bridge of pontoons 
acroſs the river, on account of the floating ice, 
was obliged to tranſport his troops in boats; and 
when all were paſſed, except himſelf, with the rear- 
guard, conſiſting of three battalions, he was at- 
tacked, on the morning of the third of December, 
by a ſtrong body of Auſtrians, and taken, with all 
his men, after an obſſinate conteſt '7*%, By theſe 
ſucceſſive misfortunes, the force of the king of 


* this expedition is to be attributed to the faults committed on 
* the part of the Pruſſians, is moſt certain; but the decifive 

fault was in the execution, not in the deſign. The chief 
* perſon to be blamed, as we think, was general Finck, not 

the king,” 
1+ Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 108, 

| Pruſſia 
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Cnar. Pruſſia was greatly weakened ; but Ne received 3 
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very ſeaſonable reinforcement of twelve thouſand 
troops, under the command of the heredi 

prince of f Brunſwick. They had been detached to 
his relief by prince Ferdinand ; and that they might 
join him as ſoon as poſlible, they had marched near 
three hundred miles in fifteen days 75, They 
Joined the king at Freyberg ; and, notwithſtand- 
ing his late loſſes, mareſchal Daun ſtill thought 
him fo formidable, that he made no new attempt 


' againſt. him, but contented himſelf with quietly 


occupying the ſtrong camp at Pirna, where he 


might be at hand to ſuccour Dreſden, in caſe it 
ſhould be attacked, and alſo maintain his com- 
munication with Bohemia; and Frederick ſoon 
after put his forces into winter quarters [Q] at 

Freyberg, 


375 Annual Regiſter, vol. II. p. 50. 


[[ The extreme ſeverity of the weather a) it indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary, that the troops of the king of Pruflia, a 
well as of his enemies, ſhould go into winter quarters. A 
« winter remarkably ſevere ſucceeded the bloody campaign of 


© 1759. Ar Bareith, in the night of the 16th of December, 


© the cold was inſupportable. Reaumur's thermometer was 
« ſunk to 159 which is preciſely the ſame degree it fell to in 
« 1709, a year like this diſtinguiſhed by the intenſeneſs of the 
cold, and the fury of war. Birds dropped dead in their 
+ flight. At Leipſic ten ſentinels were frozen to death. An 
< infeRious diſeaſe, which began in the armies, diffuſed itſelf 
: among the inhabitants of Saxony, and made a dreadful 
© havock. A peſtilential contagion raged among the cattle. 
« Famine was ſoon added to the reſt of their calamities; and 

5 « exery 
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Ereyberg. But before that event had taken place, Car, 

a body of his troops, under the command of gene- Au 

ral Manteuffel, had obtained ſome. conſiderable 2759. 

advantages againſt the Swedes in. Pomerania, I 
Ar the beginning of the . preſent year, the 

French, by a breach of faith, had made themſelves 

maſters of Franckfort upon the Maine, a free and 

neutral city. This was an important acquiſition, 

25 it ſecured to them the courſe of the Maine, and 

the Upper Rhine d, by which they received every 

ſpecies of ſupply from Mentz, Spire, Worms, and 

eyen the country of Alſace; and it alſo maintained 

their communication with the chain formed by the 

Auſtrian forces, and the army of the empire, 

Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick conſidered it as of 

much conſequence to diſlodge them from this poſt ; 

and, therefore, determined to attempt it, as ſoon 

as the ſeaſon would permit his troops to take the 

feld. The Hanoverian army which he command. 

ed, had been augmented by German recruits, and 

ſtrengthened by freſh reinforcements from England, 


He aſſembled his troops in the neighbourhood of 


Fulda in the month of April, 1759, and began his 
march towards Franckfort at the head of thirty 
thouſand men, having left the reſt of his forces to 
guard the electorate of Hanover, and protect the 
* every miſery that can afflit mankind, was poured out upon 
* that unfortunate people, with the moſt liberal meaſure,? 
Annual Regiſter, vol. III. p. 9, 10, 
76 Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 335. ? 
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nil biſhopric of Munſter. He found the French army, 
1 D. under the duke de Broglio, ſtrongly poſted nex 
1759, the village of Bergen, between Franckfort and 


Hanau. As he had reſolved to attack it, he i im. 
mediately drew up his forces in order of battle, and 
advanced to the charge. But, after three deſperate 


efforts to get poſſeſſion of the village, he wa 
obliged to retire with the loſs of two thouſand men, 


Prince Ferdinand being thus defeated, the French 
ſtill kept poſſeſſion of Franckfort, and all the 
advantages which they derived from that ſituation, 
They received conſiderable reinforcements, and 
acquired in a ſhort ſpace ſuch a ſuperiority, 2 
obliged prince Ferdinand to content himſelf with 


acting on the defenſive, for a long time after. A5 


the French advanced, he found it neceſſary to te- 
tire; though he left ſtrong garriſons in Lipſtadt, 


Retberg, Munſter, and Minden, in order to re- 


tard the progreſs of the French generals. But 
Retberg was ſoon after ſurprized by the duke de 
Broglio; that general alſo took Minden by aſſault; 
and Munſter, though defended by a garriſon of four 
thouſand men, was reduced, after a ſhort ſiege “. 
It now appeared ſcarcely poſſible, to prevent the 
French from making themſelves a ſecond time 
maſters of his Britannick majeſty's German domi- 
nions. But, with the hope of preventing this, 
prince Ferdinand reſolved to hazard another action, 
and accordingly engaged the French army at the 
177 Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol, V. p. 336. 
4 | battle 
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battle of Minden, with a much inferior force, and 8 
gained a complete victory, on the firſt of Auguſt. N 


He aſterwards gained poſſeſſion of Minden, Caſſel, 


and Munſter; and forced the French to evacuate 


great part of Weſtphalia. 
Ox the ninth of November, 1759, the fourth 


treaty between Great Britain and Pruſſia was ſigned 
at London; by which it was agreed, that a third 
ſum of 670,000l. ſterling ſhould be paid to his 
Profſian majeſty, immediately after the exchange 
of the ratifications ; and it was again ſtipulated be- 
tween the two kings, © not to conclude any treaty 


ol peace, truce, or neutrality, or any other con- 


vention, or agreement whatſoever, with the powers 
* who had taken part in the preſent war, but in 
concert, and by mutual conſent, and expreſsly 
* comprehending each other therein. At theſe 
expenſive Pruſſian treaties, many of the inhabitants 
of England now began to murmur; and, indeed, 
the real intereſts of Great Britain were, at the pre- 
ſent period, much facrificed to the king's perſonal 
predilection for his electorate of Hanover. The 
public money of the kingdom was PONY [LA]. 


with 


in Gent, Mag vol. XXX. p. 609, 610. 

Ia] The king of Pruſſia himſelf was of opinion, that a part 
2 leaft of the public money of England, which had been ſpent 
in Germany, was ſquandered away unneceſſarily and improper- 


. Inthe preface to his Hifteire de man Temps, as publiſhed by 


count Hertzberg, is the following paſſage : * On the one fide I 
* ke the king of Spain, ſovereign of the mines of Potoſi, over- 
_ © whelmed 
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Ke .-5 with great profuſion, in lf the to foreipt 
A. D. princes [5] and in 3 of the rata war: 
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© whelmed with debt * and on W the king of 
© England, profuſely ſcattering with both hands thoſe puinex, 
* which thirty years induſtry had accumulated in Great Britain, 
to ſupport the queen of Hungary and the Pragmatic ſanction. 
Memoire Hiſtorique ſur la dernière annèe, &c. p. 4. 

ks] Among other German princes, to whom large ſums of 
the public money of England were voted, one was the Lund. 
grave of Heſſe· Caſſel. This prince, who, in time of war, was 
incapable of defending his own dominions, which were repeated- 
iy taken poſſeſſion of by the French, lent his troops to Great 
Britain for a ſubſidy of more than three hundred thouſand 
pounds per annam. He was not, however, always very firm in 
his alliance with Great Britain, Mr. Entick ſays, that. * the 
© landgrave of Helle-Callel WAS a ſubſidiary ally, retained by a 
. large penſion in time of peace, when his friendſhip could not 
© avail; and whoſe enmity could never hurt Great Britain, but 
in fuch conjunctures, when foreign or domeſtic *quattels or 
« commotions ſhould require an auxiliary aid. But expecting, 
from appearances, (in 1758,) that the cauſe of Hanover was 
in a loſing condition, this mercenary ally, though a principal 
in the diſpute, and connected with Great Britain by the tic 
© of ſolemn treaties, and of gratitude and Honour, ſued to be 
« enlifted into the ſervice of our commotr enemy. Hiſt. of the 
War, vol. III. p. 120, 121. 

In the year 1756, when apprehenſions were formed of a de- 
ſign in the French to invade Great Britain, à body of Heſfan 
troops wete brought over into England; a meaſure which juſtly 
excited great diſcontent in a conſiderable part of the nation; 
and this diſcontent was increaſed by its being · determined, that 
In caſe of any acts of violence being committed in the kingdom 
by theſe foreign mercenaries, they were not amenable to the laws 
of England. No apprehenſions of an invaſion could reconcile 

* the 


procured, or could rationally have been expected. 
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{rom which no adequate advantage [T] to Great Cn. 


Britain, or even to the electorate of Hanover, was 


Ox the fifth of December, 1759, duke Lewis 
of Brunſwick delivered to the miniſters of the 


the nation to theſe foreign defenders. Indeed, the native force 
of Great Britain, its militia, and more eſpecially its navy, is 
fully equal to its on defence. Hiring foreign troops, there- 
fore, for the defence of the nation, under whatever pretence, is 
\ meaſure always diſhonourable and dangerous; and ſhould at 
all times, by the inhabitants of Great Britain, be firmly and 
zealouſly oppoſed. 

[7] Dr. Smollett remarks, that * the partizans of the mi- 
* niſtry were at great pains to ſuggeſt and inculcate à belief, 
that the war in Germany was chiefly ſupported as a neceſſary 
© DIVERSION in fayour of Great Britain and her plantatians, 
* whick would have been expoſed to inſult and invaſion, bad 
* not the enemy's forces been otherwiſe employed. But the 
* abſurdity of this notion will at once appear to thoſe who con- 
* ſider, that by this time Great Britain was ſole miſtreſs of the 
© ſea; that the navy of France was almoſ ruined, and her com- 
* merce on the ocean quite extinguiſhed ; that ſhe could not, 
with the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs, hazard any expedition of 
. conſequence againſt Great Britain, or any part of her domi- 
* nions, while the ocean was covered with ſuch powerful navies 
* belonging to that nation; and that if one third part of the 
money annually ingulphed in the German vortex, had been 
employed in augmenting the naval forces of England, and 
* thoſe forces properly exerted, not a ſingle crujzer would have 
deen able to ſtir from the harbours of France; all her colo- 
* nies in the Weſt Indies would have fallen an eaſy prey to the 
ums of Great Britain; and thus cut off from the reſources of 

commerce, ſhe muſt huve been content to embrace ſuch terms 
* of peace, as the victor ſhould have thought proper to pre- 
* cribe,” Hiſt, of England, * vol. IV. p. 214, 215. 
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ſeveral belligerent powers, reſiding at the N ague, 
the following declaration, in the names of the kings 
of Great Britain and Pruſſia : 

© Their Britannick and Pruſſian majeſties, moyed 
© with compaſſion at the miſchiefs which the war, 
© that has been kindled for ſome years, has already 
© occaſioned, and muſt neceſſarily produce, would 
© think themſelves wanting to the duties of huma- 
© nity, and particularly to their tender concern for 
© the preſervation and well-being of their reſpeftive 
i kingdoms and ſubjects, if they neglected the 

proper means to put a ſtop to the progreſs of ſo 
© ſevere a calamity, and to contribute to the re- 
© eſtabliſhment of public tranquility. In this vie, 
© and in order to manifeſt the purity of their in- 
© tentions in this reſpect, their ſaid majeſties have 


determined to make the following ch 


© VIZ. 
That they are ready to ſend lan 


to the place, which ſhall be thought moſt proper, 


© in order there to treat, conjointly, of a folid and 
general peace, with thoſe whom the belligerent 
© parties ſhall think fit to authorize, on their parts, 
© for the attaining fo ſalutary an end 79.” 

In the courſe of this year, the king of Pruſſa 
was accuſed of barbarity, in iſſuing an order for 
removing all his priſoners from Berlin to Spandau. 
But this meaſure he endeavoured to juſtify, in 


letter to his miniſters at foreign courts, in which he 


u Annual Regiſter; vol. II. p. 267. 
| declared 


FREDERICK THE THIRD, 
declared, that he had provided for all the officers, 
who were his priſoners of war, as well Swedes, as 
French and Auſtrians, and lately for the Ruſſians, 
the beſt accommodations, and every conveniency; 
having, for that end, permitted them to paſs the 
time of their captivity in his capital. But as ſome 


7 them, he ſaid; * had groſsly abuſed the liberty | 
« allowed them, by keeping up illicit correſpon- - 


* dencies, and by other practices, with which he 
* could not avoid being offended,” he had been 
obliged to remove them all to the town of Spandau. 
He deſired, however, that the town might not be 
confounded with the fortreſs of that name, from 
which it was entirely ſeparated ; as in the town 
they would enjoy the ſame eaſe as at Berlin, but 
would be ©* more narrowly watched.” His con- 
duct, on this occaſion, he ſaid, was ſufficiently 
authorized, not only by the law of nations, but 
alſo by the example of his enemies; inaſmuch as 
the empreſs-queen had never ſuffered any of his 
officers, who had fallen into her hands, to reſide at 
Vienna; and the court of Ruſſia had ſent ſome of 
them as far as Kaſan e. 


1. Annual Regiſter, vol; Il; p. 250. 
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Fredrick encamps his army between the Elbe and the 
Multa.—His letter to king Staniſlaus. — Declara- 
tions relative to peace made by the courts of Vienna, 

Peterſburgh, and Verſailles. —General Fouquet, with 
a large body of Pruſſians, defeated and taken by 
general Laudohn, at Landſhut.— Bombardment f 
Dreſden by the king of Pruſſia.— Memorial publiſhed 

on that occaſion by the king of Poland.——Bombard. 
ment 7 Breflaw by general Laudobn. 


Xt: * events of the year 1759 had been more 
a adverſe to the king of Pruſſia, than any other 

8 — from the commencement of the war. He had 
been greatly weakened by the defeat of his troops 

at Zulichau, by his own defeat at Kunerſdorff, by 

the affair of Maxen, and by other diſaſters. But 
notwithſtanding theſe misfortunes, his enemies {till 
found him extremely formidable : he had put his 
troops into winter-quarters in Saxony, and though 

the Auſtrians were maſters of Dreſden, he yet kept 
poſſeſſion of almoſt every other part of that electo- 

rate. In the month of January, 1760, the Priſ- 

ſian and Auſtrian armies were cantoned fo near 

each other, that daily ſkirmiſhes were fought with 
various ſucceſs. But early in the campaign, he 
withdrew his out-poſts from Freyberg, and drav- 


ing a chain of cantonments from the foreſt of 
Tharandt 


2 - 
* a > 
mt 
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Tharandt on his right to the Elbe, he took a moſt 
advantageous camp between that river and the 
Multa. This camp he fortified in every place that 
was acceſſible, and mounted the works with two 
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon. By theſe 
means, he was enabled to maintain his ground 
againſt the grand Auſtrian army under mareſchal 
Daun, whoſe whole attention he engaged, and at 
the ſame time to ſend a ſtrong reinfarcement to his 
brother Henry, without expoſing hiraſelf to any 
danger. Prince Henry had aſſembled an army 
near Franckfort on the Oder, where he took vari- 
ous poſitions, in order to oppoſe the Ruſſians, and 
to protect Sileſia and the New Marche of Branden- 
burgh, which were threatened by different bodies 
of the enemy. General Fouquet had eſtabliſhed 
is head- quarters in the neighbourhood of Glatz; 
and whilſt he covered Sileſia on that ſide, he kept 
up a communication with prince Henty, and was 
ſo poſted as to be able to ſend to, or to receive 
ſuccours from him, as either party ſhould happen 
to be preſſed . 

Is conſequence of the advances towards a peace, 
which were made by the kings of Great Britain and 
Pruſſia, in their declaration delivered to the foreign 
miniſters at the Hague, which I have given in the 
preceding chapter, the king of Spain offered his 
beſt offices in quality of mediator; and when a 

w Hitt. of . Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 380, 381. Au- 
nual Regiſter, vol. III. p. 1 3+ 1 
$a +: 1 congreſs 
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congreſs was propoſed, the States- general made an 
offer of Breda, as a place proper for the nepocia. 
tion. King Staniflaus [v] alſo wrote letters to their 
Britannick and Pruſſian majeſties, offering the city 
of Nancy for the ſame purpoſe; and from the king 
of Pruſſia he received the following anſwer: 
Sir, and brother, 

I received your majeſty's letter with a very 
© ſincere pleaſure, and I ſhould certainly not have 
© refuſed the offer which you make of the city of 


Nancy, if it had depended on me. Any nego- 


* ciations that ſhould be carried on under your 


© auſpices, could not fail to take a favourable and 
© a happy turn. But your majeſty, perhaps, is 
already apprized, that the ſentiments of every 
© body are not ſo pacific. | 

© The courts of Vienna and Ruſſia have refuſed, 
in an unprecedented manner, to enter into the 
meaſures propoſed by the king of Great Britain; 
and it is probable, that they will draw in the king 
of France to continue the war, from which they 
« promiſe to themſelves all the advantages. They 
© alone, therefore, will be the ſole cauſe of that 
© effuſion of human blood, which their refufal will 
© occaſion. I ſhall not, however, be the leſs grate- 


c 


* 


＋ Sraxteta us, who bad been king of Poland, was after- 
wards obliged to abdicate the throne; but the duchies of Lor- 
raine and Bar were conferred upon him, and he till continued 


to enjoy the titte of king. The . 


— 
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ful for the obliging offers that have been made 
by your majeſty. If all ſovereigns were as pacific, 
« equitable, and juſt, as you are, the earth would. 
not be expoſed, as it is, to devaſtation, to ravages, 
© to ſword, and fire. 

J am, with ſentiments of the greateſt eſteem, 
© and of the moſt ſincere friendſhip, 

Sir, my brother, 

Freyberg, -_*< Your majeſty's faithful brother, 
Feb. 8, 1760. © FREDERICK.” 

In anſwer to the declarations in favour of peace, 
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from the kings of Great Britain and Pruſſia, deli- 


vered to the foreign miniſters at the Hague, me- 


morials were alſo delivered from the courts of 


Vienna, Peterſburgh, and Verſailles, in which they 
declared, that they were © equally animated by the 


« deſire of contributing to the re-eſtabliſhment of 
© the public tranquility, on a ſolid and equitable 
« footing ;” and © that his Catholic majeſty hav- 


© ing been pleaſed to offer his mediation in the 


war, which had ſubſiſted for ſome years between 
France and England, and that war having no- 
© thing in common with that which the two em- 
« preſſes, with their allies, had carried on for ſome 
years againſt the king of - Pruſſia, his moſt 
* Chriſtian majeſty was ready to treat of his par- 
* ticular peace with England, through the good 
* offices of his Catholic majeſty, whoſe mediation 
* he had a pleaſure in accepting.“ It was farther 
added, that © as to the war which direftly regard- 


8 3 « e4 
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Car. ed his Pruſſian majeſty, the empreſs- queen of 
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« Hungary and Bohemia, the empreſs of all the 
te Ruſſias, and the moſt Chriſtian king, were dif. 
tc poſed to agree to the appointment of the congreſs 
« propoſed. But as, by virtue of their treaties, 
« they could not enter into any engagement relat- 
« ing to peace, but in conjunction with their allies, 
« 1t would be neceſſary, in order that they might 


ee be enabled to explain themſelves definitively up- 


ce on that ſubje&, that their Britannick and Pruſ- 
« ſian majeſties ſhould previouſly be pleaſed to 
ce cauſe their invitation to a congreſs to be made 
« to all the powers, that were directly engaged in 
« war againſt the king of Pruſſia; and particularly 
« to his majeſty the king of Poland, elector of 
« Saxony [u], and likewiſe to his majeſty the king 


c of Sweden, who ought ſpecifically to be invited 


& to the future congreſs ***.” 
Fux propoſal of appointing the king of Spain 
to be mediator between France and Great Britain, 


[v] Voltaire, ſpeaking of the overtures relative to peace 
which were made at this time, ſays of the king of Pruflia, He 
vill cede nothing; and propoſes, in order to indemnify the 
« eleftor of Saxony, that they ſhall give him Erfurth, which 
belongs to the elector of Mentz. He muſt always rob ſome- 
© body: it is his way.* Memoires, p. 206, 207. Voltaire 


correſponded with Frederick concerning the propoſed terms of 
peace; and complains, that the king ſent his confidential letters 
to London, and endeavoured to ſo / diſſenſion between the 
court of France and their allies. 


#32 Annual Regiſter, vol, III. p. 203, 204. 


was 


THI 


c 


£ haps, finiſh the picture, He chuſes, however, perſons whom 
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was not likely to be well received by the Engliſh 5 


miniſtry, as his Catholic majeſty could hardly be A. — 
ed to be a very impartial mediator. As to 70. 


the war between Great Britain and France, it had 
been attended with very diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs on the 
part of the former. Mr. Pirr. who then preſided 


in the councils of England, though his conduct was 


cenſurable reſpecting the German war, yet had 
otherwiſe manifeſted the utmoſt integrity, and diſ- 
played all the talents of ® truly great and illuſtrious 
miniſter. Under his direction, and animated by 
his ſpirit, his influence, and his energetic and com- 
manding eloquence, the arms of Great Britain had 
been triumphant in every quarter of the world. 
The Britiſh conqueſts had been ſo numerous, and 
the national ſucceſs ſo great, that the adminiſtration 
of Prrr will ever form one of the moſt ſplendid 
periods of the Britiſh annals [x]. 

TAE 


[x] Te the ſplendour of Mr. P1TT's adminiſtration even 
foreign writers have borne teſtimony. Count ALGaroTT1 
ſays, © It is to Piri that England is indebted for that fine 
illumination, which was exhibited laſt year in a certain hauſe 
* in London, in which every quarter of the globe had its parti- 
* cular window decorated with an inſcription. The taking of 
* Goree and Senegal for ArxicA; that of Surat for As1a ; the 
victories at Minden, Cadiz, and Quiberon, for Evroes ; 
the conqueſt of Cape Breton, of Quebec, &c. &. &c. for 
* AMERICA: an illumination that the Romans never could 


© have made, for want of a window.'—* P1TT ſketches all the 


* outlines of the different operations, though he does not, per- 


YE ha 
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Cnar; Tux pacific declarations of the ſeveral belligeren IM i 
A. P. powers did not produce any real effect, or prevent 1 

1760, | 60 Þ 
—— 

« he knows to be equal to the taſk, He gives ſcope to the abili, 

ties of an Axsox, a Hawxz, a Boscawen, a SAUnvpgs, 

© a Gransy, a Wort, a Murray, and an AMAHERsT; 
aud does not ſuffer them to remain inactive or unemployed.— 

As inacceſſible to bribes as a Fabricius or a Curius, ſober, 

* indefatigable, firm in his deſigns, vigorous in executing them, 
nervous in his language, attentive to no other object but the 
„glory of his nation, which he conſiders as his own, he has 

* artived. by honourable means $0 that degres of. grezaaſh 
« which js ſeldom attained without mean intrigues, and artifices 
at court. He is not much given to finefſe in his political 
* negociations : with a heart full of zeal for the public good, 
and a mind firmly directed towards it, he attends only to 
* efſentials, and follows the conciſe and concluſive method of 
the Romans. When called to the helm of ſtate, he found the 
« treaty with Pruſſia already formed. His firſt public act was 
to ſend back the Heſſians and Hanoverians, and to raiſe in 
their room a national militia, for the defence of the king- 
© dom.'—* Notwithſtanding that Pix ſent troops to the 
« eletorate of Hanover, Engliſh armaments appeared every day 
* upon the coaſts of France. One would imagine, that under 
him the number of people was multiplied. He inſpired into 
all the noble thirſt of conqueſt and of glory. That rooted 
« animoſity, which has always ſubſiſted between the ſailors and 
© the ſoldiers, between the commanders by ſea and thoſe by 
« land, be Gro means to convert into a laudable emulation, 
which ſhould moſt effectually ſerve their country.“ Letters 
military and political, p. 120—1 31. 

Monſ. Lavzzav, ſpeaking of the period of Mr. Prtr's 
adminiſtzation, ſays, Since the fall of Tyre and Carthage, 
che world has never ſeen a ſpectacle equal to that exhibited by 
c ern towards the r The feng wa 
* covered 
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vith a ſtrong, but light and diſencumbered army, A. D. 


ing the winter in Bohemia, and preſenting himſelf 
iternately on the fide of Luſatia, and on the fron- 
tiers of Sileſia, threatened ſometimes to penetrate 
to Berlin, ſometimes by a bold ftroke to effect a 
junction with the Ruſſians, and attack prince Henry, 
and ſometimes to fit down before Glatz, Schweid- 
nitz, or Breſaw . By theſe manœuvres he kept 
the Pruſſians in continual alarm, as they knew not 
| on which fide the ſtorm would fall. Having by 
ſeveral feints led general Fouquet to believe, that 
his intentions were againſt Schweidnitz, that gene- 
ral marched thither a conſiderable body of Pruſſian 
troops, and left Glatz uncovered, When Laudohn 
perceived, that this ſtratagem had ſucceeded, he 
immediately made uſe of another, and with equal 
ſucceſs. He took poſſeſſion of Landſhut, which 
he diſcovered a deſign of ſecuring, and left there a 
ſmall body of troops. Fouquet, alarmed at fo 
unexpected a movement, quitted Schweidnitz with 


covered with her veſſels ; her victorious flag was hoiſted in 
' every harbour of the univerſe. Commerce, ſubſervient to her 
' laws, regularly paid, in her iſle, the tribute of all nations. 
Her intrepid ſailors, uniting "a with intereſt, with one 
band poured forth the horn of plenty, and with the other 
' raiſed her ſail, which covered the remainder of the globe.” 
Eloge de Frederick II. p. 18. 


"2 Annual Regiſter, vol, III, p. 13. fun. of Modern 
Europe, us fupra, p. 381, y 
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precipitation, 


265 
the continuance of hoſtilities. General Laudohn, 22 


| hi ; = 1760. 
moved from a eamp which he had occupied dur 
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lx precipitation, and drove the Auſtrians from Lang. 
A. D. {hut without difficulty; but, in the mean time, 
76. Laudohn had made himſelf maſter of ſeveral im. 

portant paſſes, by which he was in ſome degree 
enabled to ſurround the corps of general Fouquet. 

The Pruſſian commander did every thing poſſible, 

nn ſuch circumſtances, to defend himſelf againſt x 
ſuperior enemy. But all his efforts were ineffectual. 

The Auſtrians attacked his entrenchments, near 

LanpsHuT, with great fury, on the twenty-third 

of June. The Pruſſians defended themſelves very 

gallantly, and a conſiderable ſlaughter was made of 
the Auſtrians; but general Fouquet having re- 
ceived two wounds, and four thouſand of his troops 
being ſlain, the remainder of his army, amounting 
to ſeven thouſand, ſurrendered themſelves priſoners 
of war . Fifty-cight pieces of artillery, and 
many military trophies, alſo fell into the hands of 
the Auſtrians; and general Laudohn ſoon after 
made himſelf maſter of Glatz, where there were 
more than one hundred braſs cannon, a great 
number of mortars, and a vaſt quantity of 
ammunition. 

O the ſecond of 7 the king himſelf having 
| made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for proceeding to- 
1 wards Sileſia, quitted his ſtrong camp on the 
1 frontiers of Saxony, and began his march in two 
columns through Luſatia. Count Daun no ſooner 


— - 


1 | 3%, Fi; of Modem Europe, and Annual Regiſter, ut 
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kd advice of his march, than he alſo immediately Cuar. 
moved, with the utmoſt expedition, at the head of . 2 


„ towards Sileſia; l th 1760. 
his main army, tow eſia; leaving the army 


ol the empire, and a body of troops under general 
Laſcy, to guard Saxony in his abſence. The two 
zrmies continued their route through Luſatia ; that 
of the king a little to the northward, and that of 
mareſchal Daun to the ſouthward ; both apparently 
puſhing towards. the ſame object. Bur when the 
king was apprized, that count Daun had gained 
full wo days march upon him; that he had actually 
arrived at Gorlitz, and was puſhing by forced 
marches to Lauban ; he immediately wheeled into 
the oppoſite direction, repaſſed the Spree near 
Bautzen, and whilſt he was ſuppoſed to be on the 
frontiers of Sileſia, ſuddenly and unexpectedly ap- 
peared before Dreſden, on the thirteenth of the 
month. The army of the empire retired, and the 
corps under the command of count Laſey changed 
its ſituation. *. 

Taz unfortunate capital of Saxony, which had 
before ſuffered much calamity from the king of 
Pruſſia, was now again expoſed to the miſeries of 
a ſiege. The Auſtrian governor, general Macguire, 
being ſummoned to ſurrender, anſwered, that hav- 
ing the honour to be entruſted with the defence of 
the capital, he would maintain it to the laſt ex- 
tremity. Batteries were immediately raiſed againſt 
the town on both ſides of the Elbe; and the 
ſuburbs towards the Pirna gate were attacked and 

| carried, 


Cray. carried. In the mean time, count Daun 
"AD. received information of Fredericks return to Sa, 
—— eo PS eee im 


Daun having thrown ſixteen battalions into the city 


fected at the devaſtation that had been made, dur- 


. Pruffia, in his laſt bombardment of Dreſden, tried every 
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tet” marched back, and that with ſuch rapidity, that 
on the nineteenth of the month he reached the 
neighbourhood of Dreſden, In conſequence of his 
approach, the Pruſſian monarch, whoſe heavy 
artillery was now arrived, redoubled his efforts 
againſt the city, ſo as to reduce to aſhes ſeveral of 
the churches [Y], the new ſquare, ſeveral noble 
ſtreets, and ſome palaces, together with the curious 
manufa&ory of porcelaine. The ſiege continued 
till the twenty-ſecond of the month, but mareſchal 


on the preceding night, Frederick abandoned his 
undertaking, withdrew his troops and artillery, and 
endeavoured, but without ſucceſs, to bring the 


Auſtrian general to an engagement. 
Tux king of Poland, who was bo OE af. 


Tr] Dr. Burney, after deſcribing the Frauen Kirehe, or 
Lutheran church of our Lady at Dreſden, which, he ſays, 

«« is a very noble and elegant building, of white ſtone, with a 
« high dome in the middle,” adds farther, “ The king of 


means in his power to beat this church, as well as the other 
« public buildings, about the ears of the inhabitants ; but in 
«« yain: for the orbicular form of the dome threw off the balk 
* and ſhell, and totally prevented their effect. However, he 
«« ſucceeded better in five or fix other churches, which he to- 
« tally demoliſhed.” onde alba wotadds mn: 
vol. II. P. 32. 4 N . 
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ing this ſhort ſiege, in the capital of his electoral — — 
dominions, publiſhed a memorial on the occaſion A. B. | 
ir Vienna, in which were the following paſſages: — E 
« Since the troubles began, that deſolate Germany, * 
« his majeſty the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, 
: hath been too often obliged to make juſt com- 
« plaints to his high allies, to the diet of che em- 
« pire, and to all Europe. Stripped of his heredi- 
© tary dominions by a neighbour, who, on enter- 
ing them, aſked only a paſſage through them, 
made proteſtations of friendſhip towards the 
© ſovereign, and declared he had no ground of 
complaint againſt him, nor any claim on the 
country; the king could not but look on the acts 
« of hoſtility, committed by the Pruſſians, as fo 
many injuries, as ſo many breaches of the law of 
' nations, and manifeſt violations of the laws of the 
empire. But things were ſoon carried to ſuch a 
© length, that Saxony would have thought herſeif 
© too happy to find in the king of Pruſſia, not a 
depoſitary, but a declared enemy, provided this 
© enemy would have reſpected the laws and cuſtoms ' 
' of war, which humanity preſcribes, and which 
© all civilized nations have hitherto obſerved. She 
© would not, in that caſe, have ſeen her towns. 
© ſubjected to contributions, which exceed all 
£ ' meaſure [2]; the ſuburbs of the capital ſet on 
fire, 


C2] It is ſaid, chat * the contributions that Frederick drew 
' from Saxony, in 1760, amounted to more than two millions 
* of 
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A. D. © what completes her misfortunes, her young men 


Mag. for February, 1761, p. 93. 


1760. 
torn from her by force, and conſtrained to beat 


© arms againſt their ſovereign. Horrid treatment! 
and ſo oppoſite to humanity, that it is withou 
© example, not among civilized nations only, but 
© even among the greateſt barbarians. - + 

* SuNnk under ſuch grievous oppreſſions, Saxony 
© ſeemed to have no room to fear that her condition 
© could be worſe. Nevertheleſs, ſhe hath found 


within the ſpace of the laſt year, that freſh miſ. 
© fortunes were in reſerve for her; and that, if the 


< Pruffians ſeemed for ſome time to. preſerve the 
© country, 1t was only that they themſelves might 


© enjoy its produce, This tenderneſs was not 


© dictated by humanity, but by intereſt. As the 
© danger of being expelled Saxony increaſed, they 


_ © diſplayed their cruelty. If they quitted any par 


© of the country without hope of returning, they 
© oave it up to pillage. Wherever they came, the 


© of crowns, together with ten chouſand recruits, ſeveral = 


© dred thouſand buſhels of corn, and many thouſand horſe, 
© oxen, ſheep, &. The fineſt foreſts were alſo cut down and 
© fold.* Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p.114. 

Of the Pruſſian mode of raiſing recruits in Saxony, the fol- 
lowing account was publiſhed about this time: The Pruſhars 


have carried off from 'Tchoppau and Chemnitz, rich manu- 


« facturing towns in Saxony, every man fit to carry arms, 
«« without any regard to the remonſtrances of the manufaQturers, 
= or to the cries of their diſtreſſed wives and children.” Gent, 


< unhappy 
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« unhappy peaſant was plundered without mercy ; 
grain, forage, horſes, cattle of all kinds, were 
taken from him; and he was left without ſubſiſt- 
« ence. Whole families, and the beſt workmen 
« of all forts, were carried off. Even women 
found no ſafeguard in their ſex ; but all, who 
« were thought uſeful for Brandenburgh, were torn 
tom their families, and carried into ſlavery. 
Tux city of DRxsDEN remained. Notwith- 
« ſtanding the ruin of its ſuburbs, it ſtill maintained 
« numerous people: it was the reſource of the 
« neighbouring country. To complete the ruin'of 
Saxony, the unfortunate city was to be deſtroyed. 


the rules and cuſtoms of war, had they directed 
their efforts againſt the ramparts, the king would, 
© without doubt, have lamented the evils that 
© would have refulted from it to his people; but 
© he would have lamented them without complain- 
© ing: and though, in the fierceſt wars, the reſi- 
© dences of ſovereigns have hitherto been generally 
© ſpared, his majeſty would have been ſilent; for, 


in ſhort, one is accuſtomed to conſider the king 


© of Pruſſia. not as an ordinary enemy. But the 
© Pruſſians made war on the innocent townſmen ; 
their fire was wholly directed againſt the houſes ; 
d and they endeavoured to deſtroy a town which 
they could not take. | 

Tue king cannot forbear pointing out to all 


Europe this remarkable circumſtance, that the 


© enemy 


© Had the enemy attacked the place according to 
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Cnar. * enemy redoubled their fire againſt the houſes q 
7 < Dreſden, and did them the greateſt damage, 


; 60. © when the arrival of mareſchal D ich þ; 
3 n arrival o aun, with hi 


" © whole army, left them no hope of being able w 
© take the place; and, in ſhort, that in drawing of 
© their men from the ſuburbs before Wilſdruff. gat: 
© they laid in aſhes upwards of an hundred houſes 
© that had eſcaped in the preceding fires. The 
© king of Pruſſia ſucceeded in completing the mi. 
© fortunes of Saxony, by the diſaſters that befel the 
© capital, Three hundred and fifry houſes de. 
© ſtroyed, with all that was in them, and a grea 

many others half ruined, are a fatal loſs to a city 
© already exhauſted by four ſucceſſive years of mil. 
< fortunes. After theſe things, the king thinks it 
ſcarcely worth while to mention his palaces and 
© his gardens, which were ſacked and ruined, it 
© contempt of the regard uſually paid from one 
© ſovereign to another. Is there a man in the 
< empire, or even in all Europe, who doth not {ee 
© in theſe terrible effects an implacable hatred, 
© and a deſtructive fury, which all nations ought to 

© concur in reprefling *** ?? 
AFTER general Laudohn had made himſelf ma- 
ter of Glatz, as I have already mentioned, he 
proceeded immediately to Breſlaw, and laid ſiege 
to that city. Having ſummoned the Pruſſan 
governor, count Taventzein, to ſurrender, that 
officer replied, that he ſhould defend the place to 
185 Annual Regiſter, vol. III. p. 208, 20g. 


the 
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che laſt extremity. Laudohn thereupon opened his —— 


batteries on the firſt of Auguſt, and poured in upon A. D. 


the town a moſt terrible ſhower of bombs and red, 176. 


hot bullets, which continued till midnight. During 


this dreadful diſcharge, which filled the place with 
horror and deſolation, the Auſtrian general attempt- 
ed the outworks by affault, The Croats attacked 
the covered way in different places with their uſual 
impetuoſity ; but were repulſed with conſiderable 
loſs, by the conduct and reſolution of the governor 
and garriſon. - General Laudohn, however, conti- 
nued to bombard the city, a conſiderable part of 
which was reduced to aſhes [A]. But prince Henry 
of Pruſſia having received intelligence, that the 
Ruſſian army intended to join general Laudohn at 
Breſlaw, reſolved to advance, with the troops under 
his command, and to relieve that city before the 
propoſed junction. He marched more than one 
hundred and twenty miles in five days, with all his 
artillery and baggage, and arrived within a few 
miles of Breſlaw on the fifth of Auguſt. General 
Laudohn did rot chuſe to hazard an action with 
the Pruſſians, till he had formed a junction with 

fa] It was remarked, that, during this ſhort fiege, the 
Auſtrians had killed the fineſt ſoldier in the Pruſſian army, and 
the moſt beautiful woman in Breſlaw, and deſtroyed the hand- 
ſomeſt edifice in that city. The ſoldier, who was much admired 


for his perſon, belonged to the regiment of guards; and the 
female, who was alſo killed, was a young lady of the name of 
Ver, II. T | Muller. 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
1 
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CHAP 


Henry 


II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 268. 
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the Ruſſians; and, therefore, abandoned the ſiege 
of prince | 
Muller. The edifice deſtrqyed was the palace of prince Hatz. 


Vie de F 
16 Hiſt. of Modern Europe, ut ſupra, p. 184. Annual 


the 
Regiſter, vol. III. p. 19. 


. 


A.D. on 
1760. | 
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C HAP. XXX. 


— rr d ee 


— — —- 


Frederick marches into Silefia.— Battle of Linnitz,— 
Letter from the king to the marguis D' Argens.—— 
He forms a junction with his brother prince Henry, - 
and raiſes the ſiege of Schweidnitz.—The Ruſſians 
ond Auſtrians enter the Marche of Brandend urgb, 
and make themſelves maſters of Berlin. Aer 4 
ſhort ſay, the Ruſſians retire into Poland, aud tbe 
Auſtrians into Saxony. Progreſs of the Imperialifts 
and Auſtrians in Saxony.— Battle of Torgau. — The 
king's correſpondence with the counteſs de Camas.— 
He puts his troops into winter-quarters. 


| W the king of Pruſſia found himſelf. Car- 
obliged, by count Daun, to raife the ſiege 4 2 
of Dreſden, he refolved immediately to march into = 
Sileſia. Having left general Hulſen, with fifteen 
thouſand men, in the entrenched camp of Schlet- 
tow, to maintain his footing in Saxony, he began. 
his march for Sileſia on the third of Auguſt. He 
was followed by count Daun with the grand Auſ- 
tian army; while a detached body of Auſtrians, 
under general Laſcy, took poſt at Rechenberg, 
and the army of the empire encamped at Keſſel- 
dorff. Frederick paſſed five rivers, the Elbe, the 
Spree, the Neiſs, the Quieſs, and the Bober; and 
marched with extraordinary rapidity, though his 
army was encumbered with its heavy artillery, and 
12 more 
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V. more than two thouſand waggons. But notwith- 
A. D. ſtanding the celerity of his march, before he could 


1760. 
— 


come to any action, mareſchal Daun, with the 
main Auſtrian army, had formed a junction with 
general Laudohn, and they were ſoon after joined 
by count Laſcy. The Auſtrians then extended 
themſelves along the Katſbach, a riyer which falls 
into the Oder, and occupied all the ground from 
Parchwitz to Coſſendau, a ſpace of little leſs than 
thirty Engliſh miles. But, in this extent, their 
poſts were every where ſtrong, and their communi- 
cations eaſy, On the tenth of Auguſt, Frederick 
encamped at Licwirtz: but it was in vain that, 
for feveral days, he attempted, by various devices, 
to detach one body ef the enemy from the reſt, or 


to turn their flanks, and attack them at diſadyantage. 


The nature of the ground, or the ſkill of the op- 
poſite generals, always diſappointed him . 

In this ſtate of things, the king received in- 
formation, that twenty-four thqyſand Ruſſians, 
under count Czernichef, had thrgwn bridges over 
the Oder at Auras, where they intended to crok' 
that river: and he concluded, that the enemy had 
formed a deſign to cloſe him in, and to attack him 
with their joint forces. But before any junction 
could take place between the Ruſſians and the 
IP as the latter were, without any ſuch 

n, greatly ſuperior in number to the Pruſ- 

N mere Daun, having reconnoigred the 
* Annual Regiſter, vol. III. p. 26, 27, 

1 king's 


c 


8 I 
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king's ſituation at LI or rz, had formed a deſign 5 3 
of attacking him by ſurprize, in the night, with A. D. 


and he had communicated his intentions to the two 
other generals. Of this deſign, the Pruſſian mo- 
narch is ſuppoſed to have received ſome private in- 
timation: for, on the ſame night in which it was 


to have taken effect, he quitted his camp with the 


utmoſt privacy, and occupied an advantageous poſt 
on the heights of PsarrznDoRey, by which gene- 
ral Laudohn was to have advanced. The Pruffians 
had but juſt arrived at their new ſituation, when 
they received information, about two o'clock in the 
morning, that general Laudohn was in full march, 
and that his columns advanced by Bennowirz: 
The Pruſſian army thereupon ſeparated into two 
bodies ; the right remained upon the ground where 


it had been formed, to obſerve mareſchal Daun, 


and to prevent him from advancing from the 
Schwartzwaſſer and through LIONTHTz * and ſix- 
teen battalions and thirty ſquadrons wheeled about, 
in order to attack general Laudohn the moment 
he arrived. | A 
Ar three in the morning, on the fifteenth of 
Auguſt, the Auſtrian general had advanced to the 
village of PsArrENDOoRTr, when the day dawning, 


and a thick fog gradually diſperſing, the Pruſſian 


amy appeared in order of battle, in a well chofen 
* Univerſal Mag. vol. XXVII. p. 159, from the London 
Cuette. . 3 

| 5 ſituation, 


the united ſtrength of the three Auſtrian armies; 1760. 
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Tito. 


in the moſt dangerous ſcenes of the battle; ſo that 


in the morning, when they gave ground, and were 
purſued to the Katzbach, beyond which Frederick 


ſucceed in his attempt to advance againſt them from 
Lexrrz. 


MEMOIRS OF 
ſituation, and ſtrengthened with a numerous train 


of artillery, placed to the beſt advantage. General 
Laudohn was aſtoniſhed to find the Pruſſians in this 


ſituation, of which he had not entertained the maſt 


diſtant conception. He formed his troops, hoy- 
ever, as well as the time, place, and circumſtances 
would permit; and the Pruſſians advancing to the 
long the line to animate the troops, and ſuper- 
intended every part of the charge, hazarding his life 


his horſe was killed under him, and his clothes wett 
ſhot through in ſeveral places. The Auſtrians 
maintained the fight with great obſtinacy until fix 


would not allow his troops to proſecute. the adyan- 


tage they had gained, that they might be able to 
ſuccour the right, in caſe mareſchal Daun ſhould 


That general had, indeed, made his 
approaches to the camp which the Pruſſians had 
Juſt before occupied; and was much ſurprized, on 
his arrival at Lignitz, to find no enemy there. 
But when he perceived a thick cloud of ſmoke at: 
diſtance, he comprehended what had happened, 
and endeavoured to advance to the ſupport « 
Laudohn by the way of Lignitz. This, howeve, 
was prevented, by the Pruſſian troops and artiller 


us Smollett, ut ſupra, p. 272. 
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which had been left to diſpute his march, which 8 4 

were ſo advantageouſly diſpoſed, as to render all A. B. 

his efforts abortive. 3760, 
Is the battle of Lion rz, the loſs on the fide of 

the Auſtrians amounted to more than ſix thouſand, 

killed, wounded, and priſoners; together with 

twenty-three pair of colours, and eighty-two pieces 

2 of cannon. The loſs of the Pruſſians was com--. 

puted at ſeventeen hundred killed and wounded.” 

Immediately after the action Frederick marched to 

Parchwitz ; while mareſchal Daun detached a ſtrong 

body of troops, under prince Lowenſtein and gene- 

ral Beck, to ſtrengthen the Ruſſians, and to en- 

courage them to advance. But count Czernichef 

was ſo much alarmed by the defeat of the Aul- 

trans at Lignitz, that, inſtead of advancing, he 

repaſſed the Oder by the ſame bridges on which 

he had lately croſſed it? . By the victory, there- 

fore, which the king of Pruſſia had obtained, he 

not only eſcaped the imminent danger of a defeat 

from the joint efforts of the different Auſtrian 

armies, but alſo prevented the junction of che 

Ruſſian and Auſtrian forces [B]. | 


SO SDTET 


Byr 


e e | 
[a] In an account of ſome of the operations of this cam- 
paign, which was publiſhed by authority at Berlin, it is ſaid, 
that © the battle of LiIo Nr ſtopped the execution of the de- 
* ſigns of the king's enemies againſt him, and diſconcerted 
* their plan for the reſt of the campaign. Three armies, each 
© of them ſuperior in number to that of the king, which had 
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Bur notwithſtanding the advantage which he 
had gained by his ſucceſs in this action, he was ftil 
ſurrounded by numerous enemies, and his ſituation 
was extremely critical. A letter, which he wrote 
ſoon after the battle of Lignitz to the marquis 
D'Argens, who had congratulated him upon his 
victory, was intercepted by a Rufſian detachment, 


and was afterwards printed and circulated about, 


with a view of diſpiriting his friends. Of that let- 
ter, which contains ſome obſervations on his ſitua- 
tion at this time, the following is a tranſlation: 

* FORMERLY, my dear marquis, the affair gf the 
© 15th of Auguſt would have decided a campaign: 
© at preſent, that action is no more than a ſcratch, 
A great battle muſt determine our fate. We 


| © ſhall have one, according to all appearances, 


very ſoon; and then, if the cvent be favourable 


4 to us, we may rejoice. I return you thanks, 


* however, for the ſincere part that you take in 
the late advantage which I have obtained. It 


required many ſtratagems, and much addreſs, to 


bring things to that paſs. Do not talk to me of 


danger; the laſt action colt me only a ſuit of 


++ even entirely ſurrounded him, and which counted fo much 


on the ſucceſs of the meaſures they had taken to overwhelm 
him, that they had even fixed the day which was to decide 


e his fare, were, by this victory, reduced for a long time to 


total ination, and obliged to mim more of defending ihew 
«* ſelves, than of forming offenſive enterprizes. Grand Mag. 

rol. III. IE 2 = | 
* ab; » 1 * clothes 
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clothes and a horſe. That is buying victory Sar. 
very cheap. . 
© | HAVE Were oc letter witch ps men- 1760. 
« tion. We are in a manner blocked up; in re 
« gard to correſpondence, by the Ruſſians on one 
« ſide the Oder, and by the Auſtrians on the other. 
A ſmall ſkirmiſh was neceſſary to clear the way 
for Coccei [e]: T hope chat he will deliver you 


= S. S 85 = > 


— 
GY 


ut, 

et⸗ my letter. 

12- I xv kA was, in the courſe of my life, in a 
more firuation than in this campaign. 


(Believe me, nothing leſs than a miracle is ſtill 
« neceſſary to extricate me from the difficulties that 
] foreſee. I ſhall certainly do my duty when 
« occaſion offers; but, my dear marquis, always 
© remember, that I pretend not to command for- 
© tune, and that I am obliged, in my projects, to 
leave too much to chance, becauſe I have it not 
in my power to form ſchemes that are more ſolid. 

© I have the labours of a Hercules to undergo, at 
© a time of life when my ſtrength fails me, and my 
© infirmities increaſe; and, to ſpeak: the truch, 
when hope, the only conſolation of the unhappy, 

begins to deſert me. You are not ſufficiently 
© acquainted with the circumſtances of affairs, to i 
© have a clear idea of all the dangers which threaten | 

© the ſtate. I know, but conceal them: I keep dl | 
© all my fears to myſelf; and only. communicate 


e] Cocceii was the name of the aid- 4 imp, who was 
charged with the cars of this letter. 


© 20 
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Cnar. to the public my hopes, or the little good nem 
N « that I can acquaint them with. If the blow tha 
2760. © I meditate ſucceeds, then, my dear marquis, it 
m be time enough to expreſs our joy. But, till 
d then, let us not flatter ourſelves, left, by ſome 
< unexpected ill news, we — * too much 
dejected. | 
© I Lz4D here the life of a rn monk. I 
© have much to think of about my affairs; and the 
© reſt of my time I devote to literature, which is 
* my conſolation, as it was that of the conſul, the 
© father of his country, and of eloquence; I know 
© not whether I ſhall ſurvive this war; but, if that 
© ſhould be the cafe, I am reſolved to paſs the re- 
© mainder of my days in retirement, in the boſom 
0 of philoſophy, and of friendfhip. Wind 
© Wan our correſpondence ſhall be more open, 
© you will oblige me by writing more frequently, 
I know not where we ſhall have our winter-quar- 
© ters. My houſe at Breſlaw was deſtroyed in the 
© late bombardment. Our enemies envy us every 
thing, even day light, and the air we breathe. 
© They muſt, however, leave us ſome place; and 
+ if it be fuſe je will be a nta receive yo 
| © there, 
WET! | < Pray, my dear marquis, what is bean of 
i | the peace with France? Your nition, you ſee, is 
1 | more blind than you imagined. Thoſe fools loſe 
WNT! © Canada, and Pondicherry, to pleaſe the queen of 
1 0 * and the czarina. Heaven . that 
„ | | © prince 
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« prince Ferdinand may well reward them for their Cann 
« zeal! The officers, innocent of theſe evils, and A. B. 
« the ſoldiers, will be made the victims; and the 760. 


« illuſtrious offenders will ſuffer nothing...{ was 
© in a writing vein, but I ſee that I muſt conclude, 
© leſt I ſhould tire you, and negle& my own buſi- 
© neſs. Adieu, n 
you N. 5 

From Parchwitz the king of Pruſſia proceeded 
to Newmarcke, where he formed a junction with 
his brother prince Henry. He then advanced with 
his whole force to the relief of Schweidnitz, which 
was now blocked up by the Auſtrian army under 
the command of count Daun. In his march, he 
fell upon a ſeparate body under general Beck, made 
two battalions of Croats priſoners, and diſperſed 
ſeveral ſquadrons. The "Auſtrian general then 
raiſed the blockade of Schweidnitz, and retreated 
to the mountains of Landſhut. 

Bur whilſt Frederick was exerting himſelf with 
the utmoſt activity againſt his enemies in Stlefia, 
the capital of his dominions was attacked both by 
the Auſtrians and the Ruſſians. After the Ruſſian 
army had retreated out of Sileſia, count Czernichef, 
with a ſtrong detachment, entered the Marche of 
Brandenburgh ; while a numerous body of Auſtri- 


ans and Imperialiſts, under che generals Lacy and 
10 Vie de Frederick II. Roi de Pruſſe, tom. U. p- 126, 


127, 128. Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 31, 32. Entick's 
Hiſt. of the War, vol. IV. p. 400, 407. | 
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Cuar. Brentano, penetrated into the ſame country from 


X 


B. Saxony, with inſtructions to join the Ruſſians a 


1750. the gates of BERLIx. General Hulſen, who had 


commanded a body of Pruſſian troops againſt the 
Imperialiſts in Miſnia, now drew near to Berlin, 


| Where he was joined by another body of troops un- 


der general Werner, which had lately returned 
from Pomerania. But as their forces, after this 
junction, did not exceed fixteen thouſand men, 


and the Ruſſians, Auſtrians, and Imperialiſts, a. 


mounted to forty thouſand, they would not pretend 
to oppoſe the enemy in the open field, nor to de- 
fend a city of ſuch extent, and ſo imperfectly for- 
tified. Such an attempt, they thought, would only 
have expoſed their troops to ruin, without being 


able to ſave the capital, which would probably be 


the more ſeverely treated, in conſequence of their 
oppolition. They, therefore, reſolved! to retire, 
after having repulſed - the advanced guard of the 
Ruſſians under Tottleben, which attacked the gates, 
and began to bombard the city, before the great 
armies appeared. At their approach, the Pruſſian 
generals retreated to Spandau, leaving three weak 
battalions in Berlin, in hopes that they might be 
the means of obtaining ſome terms for the city. 
On the firſt ſummons, articles of capitulation were 
propoſed ; but theſe were refuſed, and the garriſon 
were obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 
war. In favour of the city, however, the foreign 
miniſters, reſident at Berlin, interpoſed their media- 

don 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 285 


tion with ſuch zeal and ſucceſs, that tolerable con- Char. 
ditions were obtained. The inhabitants were in- = 
dulged with the free exerciſe of their religion, and 1750 
u immunity from violence to their perſons wa 
elfects. It was agreed, that the Ruſſian irregulars 
ſhould not enter the city; and that the king's pa- 
lace ſhould not be violated. Theſe articles being 
ratified, the Auſtrian and Ruſſian troops entered 
the place, where they totally deſtroyed the maga- 
nunes, arſenals, and founderies, with an immenſe 
quantity of military ſtores, and a great number of 
cannon and ſmall arms. They then demanded the 
immediate payment of eight hundred thouſand 
guilders, and afterwards exacted a contribution of 
one million nine hundred thouſand German crowns. 
Sundry precautions appear to have been adopted 
by the Auſtrian and Ruſſian officers, in order to 
obſerve an exact diſcipline ; notwithſtanding which 
many outrages were committed by the licentious 
ſoldiery. But the country of Brandenburgh ſuf- 
ſered more ſeverely on this occaſion than the city 
of Berlin; for the country had made no conditions; 
and it was found extremely difficult to reſtrain the 
kcentiouſneſs of the Ruſſian Coſſacks. The apart- 
ments of the royal palace of Charlottenburgh were 
plundered, the furniture ſpoiled, the pictures de- 
faced, and ſome fine antique ſtatues, which had 
been collected by cardinal Polignac, and afterwards 
purchaſed by the king of Pruſſia, were mutilated . 
ind damaged. The caſtle of Schonhauſen, be- 
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Car. longing to the queen, and that of Fredericksfelq, 


_ belonging to the margrave Charles, were alſo 
2760 plundered. But the king's favourite palace of 
— —-— 


44» . * * Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 273. 
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Sans - Souci was effectually protected by Prince 
Eſterhaſi, who commanded at Potſdam. That 
prince, who was a general in the Auſtrian ſervice, 
would not ſuffer the leaſt injury to' be done to this 
palace; but having inquired which of the portraits 
of the king in the palace reſembled him moſt, 
deſired leave to take that picture, and two of his 
German flutes, which he ſhould preſerve, he faid, 
as memorials of his Pruſſian majeſty **. 

Ir was on the ninth of October that the Ruſſian 
and Auſtrian troops entered Berlin, and they quitted 
it on the thirteenth, on hearing that the king was 
in full march to the relief of his capital. The body 
of Ruſſians, which had entered Berlin, marched 
from thence into Poland, by the way of Furſten- 
walde, while the Auſtrians took the -route of 
Saxony, from - whence they had advanced into 
Brandenburgh. In their retreat, by different routes, 
they drove away all the cattie and horſes they could 
find, ravaged the country, and are. faid to have 
committed many outrages on the inhabitants. But 
ſome accounts, which were afterwards publiſhed at 
Berlin, of the behaviour of the Ruſſians and Auſ- 
trians in that city, and in the country of Branden- 
burgh, appear to contain much exaggeration. 

* Smollett, 25 ſapra, p. 276, 277. Annual Regiſter, p. 
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of the empire, together with ſome bodies of Auſ- 
rian troops, took poſſeſſion of Torgau and Leipſic, 
and all the other great towns 1n Saxony, excepting 
Dreſden ; and the Auſtrians and Imperialiſts be- 
ment from the French army in Weſtphalia alſo laid 
Halberſtadt under contribution; and one part of 
Pomerania was ravaged by the Swedes, and an- 
other by the Ruſſians, who had — 
both by ſea and land. | 
Wan the king of Pruſſia was informed, * 
ts enemies had abandoned Berlin, and evacuated 
Brandenburgh, inſtead of proceeding thither, he 
immediately paſſed the Elbe, and ruſhed into 
Saxony. Mareſchal Daun followed him, with an 
army of eighty thouſand men, and encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Torgau; his right wing extend- 
ing to the Elbe, by which it was covered, and his 
centre and his left deing ſecured by ponds, hills, 
and woods :. It was on the twenty-ſeventh of 
October, that the right wing of the king of Pruſſia's 
army paſſed the Elbe at Reſlau, where he was 
joined by the troops under general Hulſen and the 
prince of Wirtemberg. On the day following, the 
right wing proceeded to Kemberg, where- it re- 
joined the left, which had croſſed the Elbe at 
n Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. 3*ge - 
5 ; Bleſſern. 


I, P- 
273. 


Wall the Ruſſians and Auſtrians were em- Cnar. 
ployed in invading the electorate of Brandenburgh, 2 * 
che duke de Deuxponts, at the head of the army 1760. 
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Bleſſern. The Pruſſian army then encamped on 
the right of the Mnlda, the reſerve, under gener) 
Hulſen, extending to Taucha. The army of the 
empire thereupon retreated, and general Hulſen 
took poſſeſſion of Leipſic, and afterwards rejoined 


the main Pruffian army. 


T ne ſituation of the king of Prufiiaat the ye. 
fent period was fo extremely critical, and his 
enemies ſo numerous and ſo formidable, that he 
reſolved at all events to hazard a battle with the 
main Auſtrian army; though it was. ſo much 
ſuperior in number to his own, and fo ſtrongly 
poſted, as to render the attempt apparently highly 
dangerous and imprudent. He told his army, 
that he was about to lead them on to a moſt de- 
ſperate attempt, that his affairs required it, and 
that he was determined to conquer, or die in the 
expected engagement. They anſwered, with ar- 
dour, that they would die, or conquer with him. 
He divided his army into three bodies: general 
Hulſen, with one of theſe bodies, was directed to 
take poſt in a wood on the left of the Auſtrian 


army, and had orders not to move until he fou 4 


the other diviſions of the Pruſſian army were en- 
gaged ; general Ziethen was inſtructed to charge 
on the enemy's right; and the grand attack in 


front was to be conducted by the * himſelf in 
perſon * | 


1% Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 47. Hiſt, of Modem 
4 p-. 39% | 
Wurz 


=> © = ae — 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 235 


Wuxx mareſchal Daun found, that the king of Cnar. 
Pruſſia was determined to fight him, he ſent all his X B. 


the Elbe, acroſs which he threw three bridges, to 
be ready in caſe a retreat ſhould be found neceſlary ; 
and, at the ſame time, he cauſed Toko to be 
evacuated, Then extending his firſt line to a vil- 
lage called Zinne on the left, he ſtretched it to an- 
other called Groſwitz on the right ; ſupporting the 
right of his ſecond line upon the Elbe. In this 
diſpoſition he was found, about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, on the third of November, 1760, when 


de king began his attack, and was received by the 
WY, WE fire of two hundred pieces of cannon, which were 
de. ranged along the Auſtrian front. 
and Tur Pruflians commenced the battle with the 
the moſt deſperate animoſity ; but they met with ſuch 
n vam reception from the artillery, ſmall arms, 
um. WY and in particular from the Auſtrian carabiniers, 
eral WY that their grenadjers were ſhattered and repulſed, 
d to The ſecond charge, though made with extraordi- 
ian tary vigour, was equally unſucceſsful. Frederick 
v 1 i then ordered his cavalry to advance, and they fell 
e WM pon ſome regiments of infantry with ſuch fury as 
auge Wl compelled them to give way, But theſe were 
K n obhged to retire, in their turn, before ſeven batta- 
in lons of the Auſtrians, who advanced towards 
Tos au, ſtretching with their right to the Eibe, 
oder I ind their left to Zinne. The prince of Holſtein 
then rallied the Pruſſian cavalry, and returned to 
HEN Vor. II. U the 


baggage, with a vie w of preventing confuſion, over 1760. 
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1 dhe charge. The third line of Prufſian infahtry 
14 A. D. alſo attacked the village of Suptitz, and gentril 
| 2760. Ziethen, with the right wing, took the enemy in 
| the rear. This diſpoſition threw the Auſtrians into 
diforder, and their defeat was facilitated by mateſ. 

chal Daun receiving ſo dangerous a wound in tbe 
chigh, as rendered it neceſſary that he ſhould be 
carried off the field of battle. He reſigned the 
Sommand of the army th general Buecow ] but his 

arm was ſhot off in a few minutes after, and the 
command then devolved upon general Odonell 

an officer of great merit, who was deſeended from 

6 good family in Ireland. The Auſtrians retreated 
"tiger his direction; and they croſſed the Elbe an 

the bridges of boats, which had been thrown over the 

aims at ToxGav. The Pruſſians were the. lei 

able to proſecute their victory, becauſe the action 

*Had laſted until nine at night, and the night wa 
unpſually dark, The king himſelf, as uſual, en. 

-poſed; his perſon in the moſt dangerous parts of the 

hatte, and was ſlightiy wounded by a muſket 1 

ou the Trang bd 
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:: (8 Maire bon fore anecdotes which, are e cou 
—— that other balls had penetratef 
his rlothes. It alſo appears from the ſume anecdotes; that b 

uns adt ſo mach with his guards during this action as uſual; Wil 
and, from the partieulars that are mentioned, it ſeems that he 8 
ſometimes let his ſoldiers, and particularly his guards, f. 
great liberties with him. It is (aid, chat tlie night after the H 
bottle of Ton cv W | 


Ode 


** 


FREDERIEK THE THIRD. 


291 


Tur battle of Toxc au was 4 very hard con- 7 4 
iefed battle, n gained the A. B. 
11 920 7 'y Mes '; Ari 7 31107 0. 

| | -viQtory, © 170 


one of which 5 king ſtood to warm kimkat, bortounded by 
ſome of his grenadier guards. The name of one of thoſe x 

flood neareſt him was Rz#24r; and with this man the king 
often converſed very familiarly, and frequently gave him money. 
On this occaſion Rebiak aſked his majeſty; who had commended 
his guards for their, bravery, where he himſelf had been during 
moſt of the battle? 5 Generally,” ſaid he, * we have been 
« accuſtomed to ſee you at our head; and to be led on by you 
to the hotteſt fire. But to-day we have ſeen very little of 
J. You did not uſe to deſert us thus formerly.” ' Frede- 
tick mildly replied, that he had been in another part of the 
aftion, where his preſence had been more neceſlaty, and which 


had prevented him from being with his guards as uſual. Dur- 


ing this converſation; the king growitig warm with-the heat of 
the fire, unbuttoned his ſurtout; and then the ſoldiers obſerved 
+ muſquet · hall fall from his clothes; and from the holes, which 
had been made in his clothes, they alſo perceived the * 
he had encountered, The grenadiers then exclaimed, ©* Thou 

n att our old Fx1T'z ; thou partaket every danger with us; 


-« vga we will die for thee: Vive le Reif Vive Ie Rai!” 
'Fr1Tz was a diminutive of en 8 N 


familiarity and affection. * 


Another grenadier afterwards ſaid to hg 00 Now, 1 


« ſuppoſe, Fritz, thou wilt allow us good winter-quarters.” 


Pur tous les diabler, exclaimed the king, 5 I ſhall not, till 
ve have taken Dreſden; and then I will provide for you to 


« your heart's content. During this converſation, ſome of 


te old grenadiers had lighted their ſhort pipes, and as they 
:crowded-round the king, perfumed him very liberally with the 
ſmoke of their tobaceo. One of them then ſaid to the others, 
Keep back.. «© No, ſtay, my boys,” ſaid the king, I 


* like che ſmell,” ©. But though che king was #hus willing to 
| | U 2 keep 
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J. or, their loſs in killed and wounded [e] 2. 
A. D. mounted to more than ſeven thouſand; The num- 
1. ber of the Auſtrians killed and wounded is ſuppoſed 
not to have been much greater; but the Pruſſians 
took near eight thouſand priſoners, including four 
generals, and two hundred other officers, together 
with twenty-nine pair of colours, one ſtandard, and 
forty pieces of cannon. 

Tus day after the battle, the king entered the 
town of Torgau; and, in conſequence of his victory, 
he recovered all Saxony, excepting Dreſden, be- 
fore the end of the campaign. He had entertain- 

ed, indeed, very ſtrong hopes of being able to te- 
gain poſſeſſion of Dreſden; but ke was diſappoint- 


ed; for general Odonell, after the battle, had re- 


keep his grenadiers in good humour, it was well known, that 
he had a great diſlike to the ſmell of tobacco. 

Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 275, 

276. Anecdotes and Characteriſtics of Frederick 


« She the Great, vol. I. p. 61, 62, 63. 


It appears from ſeveral anecdotes which are related of 
king, that he ſometimes ſwore in converſation ; and Voltain 
enen Fe: 44 He has a pleaſing tone of voice, even in ſwear- 

ing, which is as familiar to him as to a n Idee 
* P- +» 2 g 

[z] Among the wounded, in the battle of Torgau, was at 


inferior officer, who had much diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the 
action, and who had his right hand ſhot off. After the battle, 
the king aſked him, what recompence he ſhould make him for 
— his right hand ? Sire,“ replied the officer, . only 

«© permit me to ſerve you with my left.” Frederick appeared 
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treated towards that city, provided for its ſafety, Czar, 


and taken poſſeſſion of the ſtrong camp at Plauen; 
and the king found himſelf unable to diſlodge the 


| Auſtrians from that ſituation, + In the following 


letter, which was written, a few days after the bats 
tle, to the counteſs de Camas, grand miſtreſs" of 
the queen's houſehold, for whom the king had a 
oreat eſteem, he has expreſſed his en 
reſpecting Dreſden : 
© Newſtadr, Nov. 11, 1966: 
©] am punctual in anſwering, and eager to 
© oblige you. Perſons of the ſame age agree 
« wonderfully. I have given up ſuppers theſe four 
© years, as incompatible with the buſineſs that 1 
© am forced to carry on; and, on marching days, 
my dinner is only a diſh of chocolate. We have 
© been running like madmen, quite elated with 
© yitory, to ſee whether we could drive the Auſ- 
' tnans from Dreſden ; but they laughed at us 
* from the tops of their mountains, I returned, 
* like a diſappointed child, to hide my vexation 
in one of the moſt curſed villages of Saxony. 
We muſt now drive meſſieurs Les Cercles (e] 
out of Freyberg and Chemnitz, in order to get 
ſomething to eat, and a place to ſleep in. ' 
This is, I ſwear to you, ſuch a dog's life, as 
no one, except Don Quixote, ever led but my- 
ell. All this buſtle, all this confuſion, which 
' ſeems to be without end, has made me fucken 
(] The king means the army of the empire. | 
. old 
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© old fellow, that you wotild hardly know me again, 
The hair on the right fide of my head is grown 
quite grey; my teeth break, and fall out; my 
© face is as full of wrinkles as the furbeJow of x 
cpetticoat; and my body arched like a monk of 
© a Trappe. I give you notice of all this, that, 
© if we ſhould meet again in fleſk and bone, You 
t may not be too much ſhocked at my figure, 
* Nothing belonging to me remains unalteted, 
except my heart, which, as long as J 'breathe, 
vill retain ſentiments of efteem, and of teflle 

* friendſhip, for my good mamma. Adieu , 
* Tir another letter written to the ſame lady, dited 
"the 27th of the ſame month, he ſays, We har 
ſettled our winter quarters; I have yet a litt 
* round to take, and afterwards I ſhall go and eek 
"© for tranquility at Leipſic, if it be to be found 


there; but, indeed, for me, "tranquility is only a 


'* metaphyſical word, which has no reality . 


Another of his letters to the counteſs, appears co 


have been an anſwer to one from her, in which ſhe 


| had informed him, that one of the maids of bo- 


nour in the queen's court, who was ſaid to have: 
dropſy, had been diſcoyered by her to be with 
child. In reference to this incident, Frederick 


fays, © In truth, my good mamma, you are very 


29 Cormippedance Tiailiers a qnlgdle de Frederick Reid 
Pruſſe, ' avec U. F. de Suhm, &c. 1 P. 149, 146 
Monthly Review, vol. LXXVI. p. 580. | 
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« expert, and I congratulate you upon your {kill 
in dropſies. The event which has happened is a 

very common one; and there are no courts, nor 
«even convents, in which ſuch things do not hap- 
(pen. For myſelf, who am apt to be very in- 
« dulgent to the weakneſſes of our ſpecies, I am 
not inclined to ſtone maids of honour who pro- 
© duce- children. They contribute to perpetuate 
the human ſpecies, which ferocious politicians 
© are employed in deſtroying, by their ſanguinary 
© wars: I confeſs to you, that I like better thoſe 


. ſemales whoſe diſpoſitions are too tender and ſuſ- 
| < ceptible, than thoſe dragons of chaſtity, who are 
* for giving no quarter to offenders of their ou 
# ex, Let 
# family may be diſgraced, and let the pode . 
0 fending female be removed from the court with 
© as much delicacy as poſlible, and ir in that manner 


child be well brought up, 1 


© which may be the leaft 1 injurious to her reputa- 
tion 7.“ In another letter he ſays to the c count ſs, 
© I wiſh you, my good mamma, all the proſperity 
' of which theſe calamitous times are ſuſceptible ; ; 


and eſpecially that you may preſerve, your 


humour, the greateſt, and the. molt real treaſyre, 


* that fortune can give us . 


Ox the twenty-fifth of October, 7805 died 


| George IT. king of Great Britain, and was ſucceed- 
ed by his — majeſty, king George . in 


* W familiere et amicale, ut foes. . . 
. bid. p. 146. | 
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Cuar. whoſe firſt ſpeech to the parliament was the follow. 
—_—_ ing paſlage: * I rely upon your zeal and hearty 


A. D. 


ME MOIRS OFT 


— concurrence to ſupport the king of Pruſſia, aud 


C the reſt ol my allies, and to make ample pro. 
i viſion for carrying on the war, as the only mean; 
te to bring our enemies to equitable terms of ac. 
% commodation.” On the twelfth of December 
following, the fifth treaty was concluded berween 
Great Britain and Pruſſia,” by which it was apreet], 


that a fourth ſum of 670,000], ſhould be paid to 


his Pruſſian majeſty, in the fame manner as had 
_ been ſtipulated by the preceding treaties [o]. 


Sody 


len Ir: appears from the accounts of the ſupplies voted by 


* -& 


oi Britiſh parliament, for the year 1761, that the following 
ſums were alſo greed that year, in ſupport of the German 


war: 


- For, defraying the charge of 39,773 meniofy C. 44 
the troops of Hanover, Wolfenbuttle, Saxe 

- Gotha, and count of Buckeburg, for one 463,874 00 
2 By * 

ker defraying the charge of 2120 horſe, an | | 
9900 foot, ——_ of Heſſe-Caſſel, for one 268, 360 0 f 
year — 

wy defraying 1. charge of an additional | 
corps of 1576 horſe, and 8808 foot, anew 147,07 00 
of Heſſe-Caſſel, for one year 


For defraying the charge of 1205 cavalry, ) 


and 2208 infantry, troops of the duke of \ 
Brunſwick, for one year, and. a r or 5 7798 5 

wat time — | 

For defraying the charges of wie. 1 battalions, 2 
ſerving in Germany, for one year — 252504 P 


For 
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Soon after the battle of Torgau, general Laudohn Czar, 
raiſed the fiege of Koſel, and retreated to Upper 1 
Sileſia ; the Ruſſians alſo abandoned the ſiege of 3960. 
Colberg in Eaſtern Pomerania, and retired into 


Poland ; while the Swedes, being defeated by the 
Pruſſians in Weſtern Pomerania, were again com- 
pelled to take refuge under the cannon of Stral- 
fund v. As to the king of Pruffia, having found 
it impracticable to regain poſſeſMon of Dreſden, he 
put his troops into winter-quarters, in Leipſic, 


Meiſſen, and the neighbouring towns and village. 


He reſided himſelf chiefly at Leipſie; and it is 
faid, that in the midſt of © preparations for a new 


© campaign, againſt 280,000 enemies, he yet found * 


# ſufficient leiſure for peaceable occupations ; and 
# conſecrated ſome hours every day to reading, to 
© muſic, and to the W 
letters. 

AMoNG other literary men with whoen the king 


converſed, during this winter, one was M. Get - 


rer, then profeſſor of belles lettres at Leipſic. 


The king ſent M. Guiſcard, then a een 


4 4. C. 


For defraying the charges of forage, bread, 
bread-waggons, train of artillery, &c 


| , of thownhyy ply the Cojnmdad Of pANES * 
Ferdinand — | a 
"SUE 4 Annual Regiſter, V . 1. 

- Bd Hiſt, of Modern Europe, vol. V. Þ: %%. 

Vie de Frederick II. Pe arr tor, U. p. 142. 
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2 Icilius, to bring the profeſſor to him. » They hay 
along converſation together; and Frederick aſked 


_ 
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Crar. and to whom he had given the name of Quintus 


14 


him, among other things, what, was. the. reaſon 
that there were no good German, writers? Quintus 
obſerved, that his majeſty had then before his eyes 
an excellent German writer, whoſg. producti ions 
even the French had judged worthy, of a tranſlation, 
and whom they called the Fontaine of Germany, 
The, king replied, that this was a ſtrong proof, of 
M. Gellert's merit; but he afterwards aſked, what 
oa who lrg Þ we peer 4 
ater, number of ſuch good authors as he was? 
= 5p Yo remarked, that his majeſty ſeemed t9he 
prejudiced.againſt the Germans. By no means,” 
aid the king. Againſt the German Writers, at 
< leaſt,” replied the profeſſor. © That may be,” 
aid the king; © and the truth is, I have not ayery 
< high opinion of them.” Gellert remarked, that 
ſeveral cauſes had contributed to prevent the Ger- 
mans from becoming eminent as writers. « While 


dhe arts and ſciences, flouriſhed. among the 


% Greeks,” ſaid he, the Romans were ſolely 
occupied in the pernicious art of war. - May ye 
<<,not look upon this as the military, age of Ger- 
%, many? May 1 not: add to. this, that the Ger- 
% mens have not been gpimated Sy ſuch patrons of 
learning. a5 Auguſtus and Lewis XIV. 4 Frede- 
rick obſerved, that there had beep. two 1 


een «iÞ* < a4 XR tvs M aca] ** 
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in Saxony. Gellert replied, that there had been BR: 


good beginnings in that country; but he afterwards A! Dk 


added, „If your majeſty would be ſo generous as 
« to give peace to Germany. How can I do 
that?” ſaid Frederick, interrupting him :"« Have 
« you not heard, that I have three crowned heads 
« againſt me?“ My chief knowledge, fire,” 
replies the profeſſor, lies in antient hiſtory: 1 
t have {ſtudied much leſs that of modern times.” 
The king then turned the converſation to Homer 
and Virgil, and ſeemed himſelf inclined to- give 
the preference to the latter, Some diſcourſe after 
wards paſſed concerning Gellert's own works ; and 
the day after, in talking of the profeſſor at table, 
Frederick faid, that © of all the learned Ger- 
& mans, Gellert was the moſt er 
ao GT 1 8 NOI HR 


| DvxixG the courſe of this year, the allied army, 


under the command of prince Ferdinand of Brunf. 


wick, acted chiefly on the defenſive; bit, on the 


thirty-firſt of July, an action took platt beten 
the allied army and that of France, at Warburg in 
8 Weſtphalia, i in which prince Ferdinand obtalned 
"the victory. The loſs of the French, in killed. 
wounded, and prifoners, amounted to more than 
three choufand; and the Britiſh troops greatly 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this action. In con- 
quence of this victory, prince Ferdinand was 


OY London Mag. vol. XXXI. p. 191, 792, 193. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Frederick takes poſſeſſion of a ftrong camp in Wis 
Silefia,—-Sends a body of troops into Poland, who 
 deftroy the magazines of the Ruffians.—General 
Laudohn takes Schweidnitz by @ coup de main.— 
The Ruffians make themſelves maſters of Culberg.— 
Death of the empreſs of Ruſſia. — The king of Pruſſia 
again makes himſelf maſter of Schweiduitz.,—The 
combined army of Imperialiſts and Auſtrians, in 
Saxony, defeated by prince Henry of Pruſſia at Frey- 
berg. Incurfions made by the Pruſſian troops into 
Bobemia and Franconia, and heavy contributions 
levied on the inbabitants.— Peace of Hubertſbourg. 


long and ſanguinary war in which he was en _— 


gaged, had exhibited the higheſt degree of courage 1761. 
and of military ſkill, had obrained the moſt plendid "7 
victories, and made exertions fo extraordinary, 

that they ſeemed almoſt miraculous, he yet found, 

that the longer the war continued, the more his 
diffeulties were encreaſed. His army did not 


TOES the king of Pruſſia, during the Caar. 


conſiſt of the ſame troops, as thoſe with which he 


had commenced the war; he had loſt vaſt numbers 
of his men not only in action, but by diſeaſes, by 
the rigour of the ſeaſons, and by perpetual hard- 


thips and fatigues ; and he had alſo. loſt many of 


7 | "Ms 


* A n XY s 3» 


— 


5 _ 
+ 99" 


—— 
———' — 


- ———ꝛ—ů— — 
4 7 9 2 
—ů a ap oc rye 


* rr 2 _ 
Wap — 
= — — 


) * — 
hom we W = P 4 FOE 


* s % 1 p \ 6 RY — > 2 1 
. £ L edt! 7 . LO". , «x 
8 ; — a . n e e e ; . #4 r 
L „ r CREE OF AC 8 
1 „ r — 9 — * 2 bs + Ti 
N © 4 * —— 5 = 9 K PE 1 


— 


02 Al M EMO! R 8 F 


> ä RI" 
1761. ſuch was the rigbur of the Pruſſian diſcipline; ſuch 


money. Theſe difficulties, therefore; induced Frede. 


Cn4F. ls beſt and ableſt generals [1]. He had likevik 
A. D. loſt great numbers of his men by deſertion; ſor 


the hardſhips that his men endured, and many 
were enliſted by methods ſo oppreſſive and un. 
juſt Ti, chat great numbers were always ready o 
deſert, whenever a favourable opportunity occu- 
red. Saxony had alſo been ſo impoveriſned and 
.exhauſted, that he could not draw from it the ſup- 
plies that he did at firſt; nor could his on domi. 
nions furniſh him either with the money that he 
wanted, or with a ſufficient number of recruit. 
His enemies, though they alſo had fuffered-greath 
during the war, were not weakened;in- proportion; 
becauſe they had more natural, and mote conſidet. 
able ' reſources, with reſpect both to men and 


cChiefly on the defenſiveee e.. I Jo YO 
As during the laſt campaign, the Auſtrians had 
ono 2 of Glatz, the king w 


"Tar. It has been ſaid, * « that the king of Pruflia's loffes wet 
ewe reckoned' by the men Killed and prifoners; but by 
©: armies deſtroyed or taken. Forty generals had died, or were 
lain in his ſervice, ſince the firſt of October, 1756, excluſre 
of thoſe who had been wounded, diſabled, * 
Annual Regiſter, vol. IN. p. 11. 

7 ij Baron Biclfcld, ſpeaking of de Praten troops in th 
year 1740, long before the Saxons had been dragged into the 

- _ *Pruffian ſervice, ſays, ** Almoſt all our levies have been raiſed 
either by force or artiſice. Letters, vol. IV. p. 26. 
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extremely ſolicitous to prevent their making a pro- Cuar, 
ges in Sileſia. G Early, therefore, in the year 1767, K. B 


ke took poſſeſſion of à very ſtrong camp in Upper per ; 


Sileſia, not far from Schweidnitz; having left his 

troops in Saxony, Which were ſtrongly encamped 

near Leipſie, under the command of prince Henry. 
The Ruſſian army was this year divided into two 

bodies; one of which, commanded by general 
Tottleben, directed its march towards Pomerania; 

ud the other, under general Butterlin, entered 
indo i pper Sileſia, and advanced towards Breſlaw. 
General Laudohn, at the head of an Auſtrian army, 
entered that province at the part oppoſite to them z 
and they propoſed to unite their armies, in order 
o attack the king of Pruſſia, or to take Breſlaw, 
or Schweidnitz, in his preſence. The Ruſſians 
ſpread themſelves over all the open country of 
Sileſia, and exacted heavy contributiors; and a 
body of them appeared before Breſlaw, on the firſt 
of Auguſt, and began to cannonade the city, from 
yen batteries. In the mean time, general Laudobhn 


exerted the whole of his {kill to draw the king from 
his poſt, and to engage him in a diſadvantageous 


Aion. He ſometimes advanced, as if he meant 
to join the Ruſſians; and ſometimes his motions 
intimated a deſign to attack Schweidnitz. Theſe 
attempts failing, he turned off, and made a felnt, 
4 if he intended to fall upon Lower Sileſia, in 
Ae that he might at leaſt . the Pruſſian 
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Sa. monarch to. detach and divide his forces. Bur 


_ AL Prederick continued — his poſt =: 


2961. 


Wulkx theſe movements were making in Sileſa, 
the Ruſſians had again beſieged Colberg in Pome. 
rania. A. ſtrong fleet, conſiſting of forty fail, 
blockaded it by ſea, whilft a body of Ruſſian troops; 
under general Romanzow, formed the ſiege by 
land. The king of Pruſſia was extremely deſirous 
to prevent the Ruſſians from taking Colberg ; and, 
therefore, reſolved to fend general Platen, with a 


conſiderable detachment, to its relief. But he in- 


tended, at the ſame time, to employ that gener 
in another ſervice. He ordered him to direct hu 


march through Poland, and to deſtroy the Ruſſian 


magazines, which had been amaſſed on the frontiers 
of that kingdom, and from which their army in 
Sileſia drew its chief ſubſiſtence. General Platen 
accordingly deſtroyed three of the principal Ruſ. 


ſian magazines. He alſo attacked a great convoy 
of their waggons, deſtroyed five hundred, and 


burnt the greateſt part of the proviſions that they 


contained; and moſt: of the four thouſand men, 


who - guarded this convoy, were either killed or 
taken priſoners. General Platen then proceeded 
on his march to Pomerania. The Ruſſians in 
Sileſia had juſt formed a junction with the Auſtri- 
ans; but the deſtruction of their magazines, and 
the conſequent ſcarcity of proviſions, induced them 


to ſeparate again from their Auſtrian allies, to drop 


_ = Agpual Regiſter, vol. IV. p. 32, 33. their 
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their deſigns upon Breſlaw, to nn the Oder, Cary 
and to retire into Poland. $5414 AB 

Wazn the Ruſſians ms — Butterlin re- 7767+ , 
red out of Sileſia, the king of Pruſſia, who alſo 
ſound a want of proviſions in his camp near 
Schweidnitz, in order to be the more eaſily ſupplied, 
now approached nearer to the Oder. On making 
this movement, he alſo ventured to draft four thous 
{and men from the garriſon of Schweidnitz. He 
thought, that the preparations neceſlary to a ſiege, 
would give him ſufficient notice; and ſufficient time, 
g provide for the ſafery of that important place, 
= which he had removed only to a ſmall diſ- 

But general Laudbhn, who, through the 

. — campaign, had watched the motions of the 
king, with: the - moſt diligent and penetrating 
aſiduity, and had hitherto found no part open and 
unguarded, now reſolved to attempt SCHWEIDNITZ, 
by a coup de main. On the firſt of October, at 
three in the morning, the aſſault began. An at- 
tack was made, at the ſame time, on all the four 
outworks, which the troops, ordered on this im- 
portant enterprize, approached with ſo much pre- 
caution, that they were not perceived by the Pruſ- 
ſan garriſon. They ſcaled all the four at the ſame 
time, and the troops which defended them had 
ſcarcely time to fire a few cannon ſhot *, On the 
ide of the Auſtrians, not a gun was diſcharged; 
but in one of-thoſe outworks a powder-magazine. 


20 Annual Regiſter, vol. IV. p. 30535. 
Vor. II. X was 
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on _ was blown up, by which many of the Auſtrians 
A. D. were killed. This magazine is ſaid to have been 
1761. blown up on purpoſe by a Pruſſian ſoldier belong. 
ing to the artillery, who, when he ſaw the Auſtrians 

mount the ramparts, exclaimed, © They ſhall not 

« enter into the town:“ and immediately ſet fire 

do the magazine, by which he blew up himſelf, and 
three hundred Auſtrians **%. The beſiegers, how- 

ever, carried the outworks, and immediately pre- 


pared to aſſault the body of the place, which they 
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\ | entered by burſting open the gates; and at day- 

i break they found themſelves maſters of the town, 
+ 1 Lieutenant-general Zaſtrow, governor of the for- 
Ly treſs, with about three thouſand men, were made 
1 priſoners of war. The Auſtrians found here a 
* great number of cannon, and a large quantity of 
. proviſions ; and their loſs, in this bold and fortuna 
. undertaking, did not much exceed fix hundred 
= - men. | 
: F: Tuis was a very unexpected blow to the king 
A of Pruſſia. In anſwer to a letter concerning it 


1 from general Zaſtrow, who ſtated that the garriſon 
had made a vigorous defence, Frederick wrote 
back, © You write to me, as Francis I. wrote to 
© his mother, after the battle of Pavia, Ve have 
© loft every thing, except our honour. Nevertheleſs, 
© I cannot comprehend what has happened, and! 
© ſuſpend my judgment. The affair is very ex- 


_ Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 146. 
© traordinary. 
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t traordinary ***," The fact appears to have been, Car. 
that, Schweidnitz was a place not fo eaſy to be 2 


defended [x] againſt a ſudden and powerful at- 1761. 
tack, as it was apprehended to be by the king of 
Pruſſia, who is ſaid to have been leſs ſkilful in 
fortification, than in any other branch of military 
ſcience. And after he had drafted four thouſand 

men from the garriſon, a ſufficient number ſeem 

not to have been left for manning the works. 
General Zaſtrow, who appears to have been a brave 


95 Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 147. 

[x] General Lloyd ſays, that the town of SchwWIIDNITE 
« lies in a fine plain, about three miles diſtant from the moun- 
« tains which ſeparate Sileſia from Bohemia, It is rich and 
« populous. Originally, when it firſt came into the power of 
the Pruſſians, during the preceding war, it was ſurrounded 
© only by an old wall, with round towers, in the Gothic man- 
© ner; but his majeſty, conſidering the advantageous fituation 
© of it, as well to facilitate any projects he might hereafter form 
* againſt Bohemia, as to cover Sileſia, reſolved to fortify it. 
* Accordingly, on the concluſion of that war, he ordered ſeveral 
© redoubts, called ſtar redoubts, becauſe they reſemble a ſtar, 
to be built about it. Theſe were joined by a curtain; and, 
© in the intervals, between the redoubts, were placed ſome ſmall 
* Junettes, or half moons: the whole covered by a ditch, with 
a covered way palliſaded. Of all the ſpecies of works, uſed 
in fortification, the ſtarry redoubt is the worſt ; becauſe, by 
the nature of its conſtruction, it can have no flank; and the 
re. entering angles take up ſs much of the ground within, that 
they cannot contain the number of men and artillery ſufficient 
to defend them; and are, moreover, expoſed to be enfiladed 
from one end to the other; ſo that it is impoſſible they ſhould 
make any conſiderable defence, when properly attacked.” 
Hiſt, of the War in Germany, vol. I. p. 111, 112, 
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Car. and an able officer, repeatedly and earneſtly {ql;. 
1 D. Cited, to have his conduct examined by a court. 
1761. martial; but this the king refuſed, though he 


cauſed the general to be impriſoned, and deprived 
him even of the command of his regiment, In 
the courſe of his campaigns ſeveral other inſtances 
occurred, in which Frederick caſhiered and dif. 
honoured reſpectable officers, without doing them 
the juſtice of permitting a court- martial to inveſti. 
gate their conduct [L]. 


[L] An intelligent and well informed writer fays, © The 
«* governor of Schweidnitz was ſent priſoner to Spandau, for 
having yielded to general Laudohn, although he had defended 
the place with great gallantry, and with a handful of men, 
* comparatively ſpeaking, his garriſon not having been ſufficient 
to line the ramparts, The govemor of Glatz was treated in 
* a till more ungenerous manner on a ſimilar occaſion. The 
king ordered him to be arreſted, and conveyed in a common 
* waggon, eſcorted by two huſſars, beyond the ontpoſts of his 
army, forbidding him, at the ſame time, on pain of death, 
* ever to ſet foot again in his dominions. This officer, who 


was a native of Piedmont, had been originally a private 


« ſoldier in the guards; and, after forty years ſervice, had fiſen 
by his merit to the rank of major-general. His education, 
© and the manner in which he had ſpent the greateſt part of his 
© life, had probably not furniſhed him with enough of that ſort 
* of knowledge, which is requiſite to make a good general; but 


© © he was certainly a brave and worthy officer, and the king 
treated him with too mueh ſeverity.'—* His Pruſſian majeſty, 


though a great man in ſo many other reſpects, is but a very 
indifferent engineer. There are hardly any of his ſtrong 
+- places capable of withſtanding a regular attack, made by 
troops that are experienced in this branch of the military an. 
Obſervations, on the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c. of the King 


of Pruſſia, p. 42, 43. | 
; EARLY 
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EARLY in the courſe of the preſent year, the 9 
courts of Peterſburgh, Vienna, France, Sweden, A. D. 
and Poland, agreed ſeverally and jointly to offer 1761. 
propoſals towards renewing that negociation for 

peace, which had been broken off at the beginning of 

the year 1760. Declarations were accordingly made 

by thoſe courts, and delivered to the court of Lon- 

don; counter-declarations of a pacific nature were 
afterwards made by the kings of Great Britain and 

Pruſſia; and Augſburgh, as the ſituation moſt 
commodious for the powers at war, was appointed 

for the congreſs ***, A ſeparate negociation was 

alſo afterwards ſet on foot, in order to ſettle the 
particular points in diſpute between the courts of 

Great Britain and France ; and ſome propoſals were 

made tending to a ſeparate peace between thoſe 

courts, But none of theſe overtures towards peace =_ 
were productive of any immediate effect; and the | 
propoſed congreſs at Augſburgh never was 
aſſembled, 

Is conſequence of having made themſelves 
maſters of Schweidnitz, the Auſtrians obtained 
ſuch a footing in Sileſia, that they obliged the king 
of Pruſſia to retreat towards Breſlaw, and ſecured 
winter- quarters for themſelves in that province. 
General Platen alſo found it impracticable to af- 
ford to Colberg the aſſiſtance that was intended; 
he was attacked by a ſuperior body of the Ruſ- 
ans, and obliged to retire to Stettin, having 


o Annual Regiſter, vol. IV. p. 3, 4. 
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previouſly loſt part of his convoy; and after a ſiege 
of fix months, Colberg ſurrendered to the Ruf. 
ſians, on the ſixteenth of December, the governor, 
colonel Heyde, and the garriſon, by whom the 
place had been very gallantly defended, being made 
priſoners of war . But previouſly to this event, 
a treaty had been concluded between the king of 
Pruſſia and the Ottoman porte ; and Frederick 
was not without hopes of being able to engage the 
Turks ſo much in his favour, as to find fuch 
employment far the Ruſſians, as might prevent 
them from making any farther inroads into his 
dominions. | 

TowaRDs the cloſe of this year, the baron 
Wargotſch, a Sileſian nobleman, who came often 


to the Pruſſian camp, where he was well received 


by Frederick and his officers, is faid to have form- 
ed a ſcheme to deliver the king into the hands of 
the Auſtrians. He informed himſelf, with great 
exactneſs, of every thing that paſſed in the camp; 
and acquainted the Auſtrians, that the king rode 
out every day to reconnoitre, attended only by 
three or four perſons on horſeback ; and he ap- 
pointed with the Auſtrian general a day, and an 
hour, for carrying him off, The baron had choſen, 
for his aſſociate in this ſcheme, the curate of the 
village in which the king reſided, The curate 
uſed to carry the letters to the Auſtrian poſis. 


397 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol, V. p. 143, 144+ An- 
nual Regiſter, vol. IV. p. 36. 
The 
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The affair was diſcovered by means of one of the Cuar. 
baron's own ſervants, who, from circumſtances, 2 
or what he had over-heard, between his maſter 1761. 
and the curate, had collected ſome knowledge of 

the deſign. One day, juſt as the king was getting 

on horſeback, this ſervant of the baron came and 

threw himſelf at his majeſty's feet, preſenting him 

at the ſame time with a letter, which his maſter 

had ordered him to deliver to the curate. © Sire,” 

ſaid he, © I believe this letter concerns your ma- 

« jeſty.” Frederick opened the letter, and per- 
ceiving in it clear indications of the conſpiracy, he 
immediately ſent to reconnoitre if there was really 

an ambuſcade at the place mentioned; and the 
moment he was convinced of the fact, he diſ- 
patched an officer, at the head of a detachment of 
cavalry, with orders to arreſt the baron, who, 

under pretence of buſineſs, was gone to fleep at 

one of his ſeats, two miles from the king's quar- 

ters. The officer, who knew nothing of the king's 
motives for iſſuing this order, delivered it with 

much politeneſs to the baron, who received it 

with great ſeeming tranquility and good humour, 

and deſired the officer to breakfaſt with him. 
Wargotſch acted his part with ſo much dexterity 

and eaſe, that the officer permitted him to retire 

for a few minutes into another apartment. From 

that apartment, he made his eſcape out of a win- 

dow; and, having immediately mounted a horſe, 

be had got to a conſiderabie diſtance, before he 
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officer ſuſpected his eſcape. It was then impoſ 
ſible to overtake him. When the king was in- 
formed, on the officer's return, of his ill ſucceſs, 
he only ſaid to him, with great coolneſs, * Cet 
ce back to your regiment ; you are a very aukward 
« fellow; and I ſhall certainly never again em- 
« ploy you in ſuch a commiſſion . 

On the ninth of October, 1761, Mr. WILLIAu 
Pirr, ſecretary of ſtate to the king of Great Bri- 
tain, reſigned his employment. By that event, 
which had been produced by court cabals, one of 
the moſt illuſtrious miniſters of ſtate that ever 
exiſted, was removed from his office, in order to 
make way for a man, as prime-miniſter, who was 
the perſonal favourite of the king, but who had 
never exhibited the leaſt trace of political ability, 
The war, however, continued to be carried on for 
ſome time, after the removal of Mr. Pirr from 
power; and ſome of the plans, which had been 
previouſly formed by that great ſtateſman, were 
ſucceſsfully proſecuted. But a peace was afterwards 
concluded at Paris, in 1763, extremely inadequate to 
the very brilliant ſucceſſes that had been obtained 


on the part of Great Britain; and in the negocia- 


tion of which no proper regard was paid, either to 


the honour, or to the intereſt of the nation. 


200 Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 151, 
152, 153. Obſervations on the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c. 
of the king of Pruſſia, &c. p. 15, 16, 17. 
| 5 : AN 
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Ax event took place early in the year 1762, Char. 


XXXI. 


which was highly favourable to the affairs of the A P. 


king of Pruſſia. This was the death of Elizabeth, 
empreſs of Ruſſia, who was ſucceeded by her 


nephew, Peter III. The late empreſs had an in- 


yeterate perſonal diſlike to the king of Pruſſia, 


who by her death was delivered from one of his 
moſt formidable enemies; for her ſucceſſor enter- 


tained very different ſentiments reſpecting the 
Pruſſian monarch [m]. He even profeſſed the 
higheſt admiration for the great qualities of Frede- 
rick; and expreſſed at the fame time the ſtrongeſt 
defire that a general peace might immediately take 
place, He cauſed a memorial to be delivered to 
the Imperial, French, and Swediſh miniſters, reſi- 
dent at Peterſburgh, on the twenty-third of Feb- 
ruary, 1762, in which he declared, that © in order 
© to the eſtabliſhment of peace, he was ready to 


lu] The new emperor, ſome years before his acceſſion, as 


duke of Holſtein, had accepted of the Pruſſian order of the 
black eagle. In alluſion to this circumſtance, and to the large 
Ruſſian army which was employed againſt the king of Pruſſia at 
the time of Peter's acceſſion, Frederick introduced the following 
paſſage, in a letter to Mr. Mitchell, then the Britiſh miniſter at 
the Ruſſian court: Is not this (meaning the emperor) a very 
© extraordinary knight, to feed 80,000 men at my expence? 


He is the only one of my knights that takes that liberty. If 


* every knight of the garter did the ſame, your England (Eng- 
* land though it is) would be devoured by them. I beg you 
would endeavour to make my knight more tractable, and tell 
* kim it is againſt the inftitutes of the order, for a knight to eat 
* up his grand maſter,” Annual Regiſter, vol. V. p. 13. 

| © ſacrifice 
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© facrifice all the conqueſts made by the arms of 
© Ruſſia in this war, in hopes that the allied courts 
© would, on their parts, equally prefer the reſtora- 
© tion of peace and tranquility, to the advantages 
© which they might expect from the continuance of 
© the war; but which they could not obtain, but 
© by a continuance of the effuſion of human 
© blood *. On the ſixteenth of March following, 
a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities was concluded between 
the emperor of Ruſſia and the king of Pruſſia; on 
the fifth of May, they entered into a treaty of 
peace and alliance; and Colberg, and the other 
places which had been taken by the Ruſſians, were 
reſtored to the Pruſſian monarch. The new czar. 
alſo agreed to join his troops to thoſe of Frederick, 
in order to act againſt thoſe powers who had been 
in alliance with Ruſſia, but who were enemies to 
the king of Pruſſia, He even wore the Pruſſian 
uniform, which gave great offence to his ſubjects. 
He likewiſe exaſperated the Ruſſian ſoldiers, by 
king of them with contempt; and made 
enemies of the Ruſſian clergy, by ſeizing great 
part of their revenues, and iſſuing an order, that 
they ſhould no longer be diſtinguiſhed by wearing 
their beards. ' Some of his troops were directed to 
for Poland, to act under the orders of the 

king of Pruſſia [x]; but before they could afford 
2 Annual Regiſter, vol. V. p. 13. = 
fx] Some of the Ruſſian troops joined the Pruſſian army, and 
were. exerciſed by the king. It is faid, that theſe new allies 


vr 
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him any effectual aſſiſtance, a revolution took place Cr. 


in Ruſſia, by the depoſition of Peter III. and his 5 * 


death, which almoſt immediately followed. His 1762. 
wife and ſucceſſor, Catharine II. afterwards de- * 
clared to the Pruſſian miniſter at the court of 
Peterſburgh, © That ſhe was reſolved to obſerve 
« inviolably, in all points, the perpetual peace 
« concluded under the preceding reign [o]; but 

« that 


were very well treated. They were not ſuffered to want brandy ; 
and the Coſſacks called the Pruſſians comrades, and crowded 
round the king, in order to take a view of him. Vie de 
Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 155. 


o] It is ſaid, that on the acceſſion of the new empreſs, it 
was intended to renew the war with the king of Pruflia, who 
had correſponded with the late emperor, and was ſuſpected to 
have given him advice unfavourable to the empreſs. One of 
Peter's ſchemes was, to put the empreſs into a monaſtery ; and 
this project, as well as others, he had communicated to the 
king of Pruſſia. The very next day after the czar's death, ſome 
of the Ruſſian ſenators examined, in the preſence, as we are in- 
formed, of the empreſs, the letters which he had received from 
the king of Pruſſia. But they were found to contain advice of a 
very different nature from what had been expected. In theſe 
letters the king adviſed the emperor, to ſtay in Ruſſia, and not 
to come into Germany; to look upon his ſubjects as his chil- 
dren, and to give them no juſt cauſe of complaint ; to make no 
alterations in the fundamental laws of the country; to maintain 
the church, religion, and clergy of the empire, in the ſame 
ſtate in which he found them; and to treat the empreſs with 
moderation, and live with her as his wife. On the peruſal of 
theſe letters, the empreſs, we are told, burſt into tears of grati- 
tude; and declared, that ſhe muſt either be a monſter, or bear 
to the king of Pruſſia as much affection, as ſhe had hatred to 

him 
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« that ſhe had thought proper, nevertheleſs, ty 


« order back to Ruſſia, by the neareſt roads, all 


Soo after peace was concluded between the late 
emperor of Ruſſia and the Pruſſian monarch, x 
peace was alſo concluded between the king and the 
Swedes. But on the very next day after orders 


arrived at the Pruſſian camp, for the Ruſſians to 


ſeparate themſelves from the Pruſſian army, and to 
return into their own country, Frederick attacked 
the Auſtrian army under mareſchal Daun. As he 
could no longer derive any advantage from the 
arms of the - Ruſſians, he endeavoured at leaſt to 
profit by their appearance in his camp; and to at- 
tack the Auſtrians before they could receive any 
news of the recall of the Ruſſian troops. The 
right wing of the Auſtrian army occupied the 
heights of Buckerſdorff in Sileſia; and Frederick 
drove them from that eminence, and from ſome 


neighbouring villages, in which they were advan- 


tageouſly poſted. He killed and wounded about a 


. thouſand of the Auſtrians, and took one thouſand 


priſoners, together with fourteen pieces of cannon. 
This fucceſs was not owing only to the ſpirit of the 
king's attack, but alſo to an apprehenſion of the 
Auſtrians, ' that the whole united army of the 


him before. Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. V. p. 345, 346 
Annual Regiſter, vol. V. p. 22. Vie de «mp II. Roy 

de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 160. 
0 E. of Modern Europe, vol. V. p. _ | 
Pruſſians 
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pruſſians and Muſcovites was on the point of en- 8 

gaging them: ſo that Frederick made ſome uſe of = - 

his new allies, even in the very moment in which 1762. 
— — 


they were deſerting him“ !. This affair was, in- 
deed, only an attack of poſts; but its conſequences 
were important; for the communication of the 
Imperialiſts with Schweidnitz was thereby entirely 
cut off. Frederick immediately prepared to be- 
liege that important place, and the trenches were 
opened on the eighteenth of July. But a very 
obſtinate defence was made by the Auſtrians; and 
Schweidnitz did not ſurrender to the king of Pruſſia 
till the ninth of October. The Auſtrians had two 
thouſand men killed in the ſiege ; and the Pruſſians 
loft upwards of three thouſand ***, The remainder 
of the garriſon, which conſiſted of about eight 
thouſand men, were made priſoners of war; and a 
great part of theſe were drowned at the mouth of 
the Oder, on their paſſage to Konigſberg, which 
was deſtined for the place of their confinement. 
WaiLz the king of Pruſſia was thus ſucceſsful 
againſt the Auſtrians in Sileſia, his brother, who 
commanded in Saxony, was chiefly employed in 
acting on the defenſive. This, however, was not 
agreeable to his own inclinations: for prince Henry, 
who had great courage, and great military talents, 
was extremely deſirous of diſtinguiſhing himſelf. 
But the greateſt part of the army in Saxony, under 


m Annual Regiſter, ubi ſupra, p. 23. 


1 Entick's Hiſt, of the War, vol. V. p. 397. 10 
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his command, conſiſted of garriſon regiments, and 
free battalions, which were conſidered as the worſt 
troops in the Pruſſian ſervice. He had, however, 
contrived, from the beginning of the campaign, 
by the judicious choice of his poſts, to keep the 
Auſtrian general, the prince of Stolberg, at bay, 


though the latter was greatly ſuperior to him in 


the number of his troops. The king aſſured his 
brother, from time to time, that the moment it 


would be proper for him to act offenſively, he 


would ſend him a reinforcement of fifteen thouſand 


of his beſt troops. But Henry was piqued at be- 


ing obliged to act ſo long on the defenſive; and at 
length manceuvred with ſo much ſkill, that the 


Auſtrian general ſuffered himſelf to be drawn into 


a ſituation, which the prince thought to be a very 
advantageous one for him, if a battle ſhould take 
place. . Of this the priace acquainted the king, 
and requeſted an immediate reinforcement. The 
nieſſenger returned, in twenty hours, with intelli- 
gence, that Frederick was advancing in perſon to 
his aſſiſtance, at the head of a conſiderable body 
of troops. But prince Henry was unwilling to 
let ſlip fo favourable an opportunity of attacking 
the enemy, and was probably deſirous of gaining 
a victory before the arrival of his brother ; who, he 
knew, would carry off moſt of the honour, if he 
arrived in time. Without waiting, therefore, for 


213 Obſervations on the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c, of the 
the 


king of Pruſſia, p. 62, 63. 
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the promiſed ſuccours, he attacked the united Cnar. 
army of Imperialiſts and Auſtrians, commanded OY 
by the prince of Stolberg, near FREyYBERG, on the 1762. 
drenty- ninth of October. The action commenced * 
at day-break, and laſted till two in the afternoon, 

when the Auſtrians and Irmperialifts were totally 
defeated. : Five thouſand priſonets were taken by 

the Pruſſians, together with thirty pieces of can- 

non; and the Auſtrians were obliged to abandon 


the town of Freyberg *'*. The king himſelf ar- 


h 
* rived the day aftes the battle; and though the 
ha. victory, which prince Henry had obtained, tended 


to facilitate a peace, it is ſaid, that Frederick did 
not eaſily forgive his brother for fighting before his 
arrival, which he ſtated to have been an act of 
imprudence . 


Soox after the battle of Freyberg, a ſtrong de- 
tachment of Pruſſian troops, under the command 


0 of general Kleiſt, made an irruption into Bohemia, 
"y where they raiſed contributions almoſt to the very 


gates of Prague, and deſtroyed ſeveral Auſtrian 
magazines, particularly at Saatz, which were valued 
at nine hundred thouſand florins ***. About this 


t 
ng time the king of Pruſſia artfully propoſed to the 
ing Wl it of Vienna, a ſuſpenſion of arms between 
he I er reſpective armies in Saxony and Sileſia, dur- 
he 4+ Entick's Hift. of the War, vol. V. p. 398. London 
for Magazine, vol. XXXI. p. 610. 


%5 Obſervations, &c. ut ſupra, 
s Entick, ubi ſupra, p. 399. 
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1762. the Auſtrian and Imperial troops retired into their 


uinter-quarters, where they expected to enjoy ſome 


repoſe. But it ſoon appeared, that this impolitic 
and partial truce was extremely pernicious to the 
Auſtrian cauſe: for it had not provided for the 
ſecurity either of the immediate dominions of the 
houſe of Auſtria, or of thoſe members of the em. 
pire which were the moſt attached to its intereſts, 


Accordingly when the Auſtrian and Imperial troops 


had entered their winter-quarters, a large body of 
Pruſſian troops was aſſembled, under the com- 
mand of general Kleiſt, who marched directly into 
Franconia, where they began immediately to raiſe 
heavy contributions, and compelled great numbers 
of men to enter into the Pruſſian ſervice. In the 


mean time, the Imperial and Auſtrian generals 


could neither aſſemble their troops, nor march to 
protect the empire, till they had received freſh 
orders from Vienna. The Pruſſian troops, there- 


fore, ſpread themſelves, without oppoſition, over 


almoſt the whole circle of Franconia, where they 


' raiſed great ſums of money. From the free city 


of Nuremberg alone they demanded three millions 
of crowns, part of which was paid, and they car- 


ried off ſome of the magiſtrates as hoſtages for the 


reſt /. Even the city of Ratiſbon itſelf began to 


apprehend a viſit; and, therefore, applied to baron 


247 London Mag. vol. XXXI. p. 679, 680. 
| Plocho 
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Plotho, the Pruſſian miniſter at the diet, to know 
om him what they had to expect. The baron 


32 


A. P. 


fankly told the magiſtrates, that if they reſuſed to. 176. 
pay the contribution, which his .maſter's. troops : 


hould demand, when they came to pay them a 
vir, they muſt expect to be compelled by force, 
But, ſoon after the Pruſſians had entered Franconia, 
2 declaration was made by the Pruſſian miniſter 
x the diet to the following purport: That as all 
© his maſter's detlarations to the ſtates of the em- 
« pire had produced no effect, he was now reſolved 
{ to employ, more effectual means to, make them 
recall their troops from the Auſtrian army ; and 
© Was accordingly. marching three different corps 
© into the empire ; one of which had already en- 
* tered Franconia, the ſecond was taking the route 


* of Swabia, and the third would paſs through 


Bavaria: that they would every where, conduct 
© themſelves according to the exigencies of war; 
© but, as to the diet of the empire, he had orders 
to give aſſurances, that it ſhould not be in the 
* leaſt diſturbed“ .. M 4-18 

Azour this time a body of Pruſſian troops had 


kid the greater part of the city of Egra, in Bohe- 


mia, in aſhes, by a ſhower of bombs and red hot 


bullets; and in the ſeveral predatory expeditions 
of the Pruſſian troops at this period, they are ſup- 


218 Entick's Hiſt. of the War, vol. V. p. 400. * 
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Cuar. paſed to have levied a ſum equivalent to à million 


A. B. ſterling. Many of the princes and ſtates of Ger- 
any, therefore, found themſelves obliged to gn 


a neutrality, in order to ſave their territories from 


farther ravages *'*; ſo that, ina ſhort time, all the 
troops, which compoſed the army of the empire, 


began their march ee re their re- 
1 

- On the third of November, and Penne 
articles of peace were ſigned at Fontainbleau be- 
tween the kings of Great Britain, France, and 


Spain [y]; and as the court of Vienna was now 


6 n Hiſt. of Modem Europe, vol. V. p. 439+ 


* Entick, ut ſupra, p. 401. 

175 The definitive treaty. of peace 1 Briuin, 
el and Spain, was concluded at Paris on the tenth of 
February, 1763. It gave great offence to a large part of the 
Engliſh nation, who juſtly conſidered it as extremely inadequate 
to the very brilliant ſucceſſes that had been obtained by the atm 
of Great Britain, Count Algarotti, who, as a foreigner, may 


be regarded as an impartial judge, has taken ſome pains to ſhey, 


_ that the terms were much leſs advantageous to the Britiſh nation 
than they ought to have been. After ſtating ſuch terms as he 
think ought to have been inſiſted on, he ſays, If that noble 
« ſtructure, the Temple of Peace, had been raiſed on ſuch 
foundations as theſe, the Engliſh might have. ſpoken, in : 
« loſtier tone at Verſailles, and could not have been ſaid to hare 

made war like lions, and peace like lambs, At any rateit 


| i wereto have been wiſhed, for the proſperity of England, d 


C he whe hadl fo aghly conducted the wer, ;he ſhould alſo have bee 
the perſon to adjuſt the peace · e pad mob 
val, p. 163. 7 
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deſerted by Ruſſia, and by the army of the em- .Citar, 
pire, and the court of France was folicitous for the & Br. 


of the 
eſtabliſhment of peace, the empreſs-queen was in — 


duced, though reluctantly, to enter into a negocia- 
tion with the king of Pruſſia, M. Hertzberg acted 


25 Frederick's miniſter on this occaſion ;' and a 
treaty of peace was accordingly conchulelt beter 
the empreſs-queen and the king of Pruſſia, at che 


caſtle of Hubertſbourg, near Dreſden, on the 
fifteenth of February, 1763. A treaty of peace 
was alſo concluded berween the Pruffian monarch 
and the king of Poland, as elector of Saxony; and 
that unfortunate prince was again reſtored to. his 
eleftoral dominions [ C]. But no indemnification 
was made to him for the uſurpation of his domi= 
nions, or for the numerous depredations, and acts 
of violence, injuſtice, and cruelty, Gar had been 
committed upon his ſubjects. i 

By the treaty of HusrERTsnORO, it was agreed, 
that there ſhould be henceforth an inviolable and 
perpetual peace, and ſincere union, and perfect 
friendſhip, between the apoſtolic empreſs- queen on 
the one part, and the king of Pruſſia on the other, 

[ The king of Poland arrived at his palace at Dreſden, 
accompanied by his prime miniſter, count Bruhl, on the 
thirtieth of April, 1763; but he did not long ſurvive his re- 
ſoration to his dominions ; for he died on the fifth of October 


following. He was ſucceeded, as elector of Saxony, by his 
ddeſt ſon, prince Frederick, who alſo died before the expiration 


of the year, 
Y 2 their 
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their hoirs and ſucceſſors; that every thing that had 


Fr b. paſſed, on either ſide, during the war, was ta be 
1763 buried in A general and £ternal,oblivion.; that both 


parties ſhould: renounce all claims on cach others 
dominions or territories; in particular, that ,the 
empreſs-queen. ſhould renounce all claim to thoſe 


which were, ceded to the king of Pruſſia, by the 


preliminary articles of Breflaw, and the treaty of 


Berlin; that all hoſtilities were entirely to ceaſe on 
both fides, from the day of ſigning the. treaty; 
that the empreſs-queen was to withdraw her troops 
from all the countries and ſtates of Germany, which 
were not under her dominion, within, the ſpace of 


_ twenty-one days, after the exchange of. the ratifica- 


tions of the, treaty ; and within-,the ſame term ſhe 
Was to cauſe to be evacuated, and reſtored to the 
king of Pruſſia, the county of Glatz, and, in 

general, all the ſtates, countries, towns, places, 
and fortreſſes, which his Pruſſian majeſty poſſeſſed 
before che War. The fortreſſes. of Glatz, Weſel 
and. Gueldres, were to be reſtored to him in the 
ſame ſtate, 1 with regard to the fortifications, in 

which they were, and with the artillery that was 


found in them, when they were taken. In the 


ſame ſpace of time, the king of Pruſſia was to re- 

ſtore all the places that he had taken, in Saxony, 
or elſewhere. It was alſo. agreed, that all priſones 

of war, of whatever rank, were to be immeduately 

reſtored without ranſom, on payment of the debts 

contracted 
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contracted during cheir captivity; and cho fubjeRI N 


of either party, forced to enter into the ſervice of 


the other, were to be diſcharged. The empfec. an 5 


queen was to return all the deeds, writings, and 
letters, belonging to the places reſtored” to the 
king of Pruſſia; and he was to confirm the nottil- 
nations made by the empreſs-queen during the war 
to vacant benefices, and to places in the "exaſe;" in 
the duchies of Cleves and Gueldres. The two 
powers likewiſe mutually guarantied the whole of 
each other's dominions, thoſe belonging to the 
empreſs - queen out of Germany excepted *, 
The king of Pruſſia at the ſame time agreed, 
by a ſecret article, to give his ſuffrage for ele&- 
ing the archduke Joſeph king of the Romans; 
and accordingly that event took place the Es 
following. | 

Tavs ended, what is called in Germany, THE 
SEVEN YEARS WAR, between the king of Pruſſia, 
and the great and powerful princes, with whom he 
had engaged in hoſtilities. It was one of the moſt 
ſinguinary wars by which the world has been de- 
ſolated; and in which the ſtand that Frederick 
made againſt ſuch numerous armies, and ſuch a 
confederacy of potent princes, was a juſt ſubje& 


** Annual Regiſter, vol. V. p. 247, 248, 249. Entick's 
Hiſt, of the War, vol. V. p. 401, 402, 403. 


* Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. II. p. 176 « 


Memoiro , Hitorique ſux la derniere anne de la vie, &c, 
p. 25, n 
7. 3 | of 


fame 
com. 


to his ſubjects, for the evils and calami. 


effuſion 'of human blood which had been produced, 


by his ambition, and by that jealouſy, which his 


CHAP 
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of univerſal aftoniſhment. But the 


numerous ſtanding army, and his conduct towards 


that he thereby acquired, was but a trifli 


$ 


A. D. 
1763. 
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than fix ycur. Donations to his fubjetts, <vho bad 
' ſuffered during the war ,——Vijits his dominions in 
builds the towns and villages deftroyed during the 
war, and encourages agriculture, manifactures, 
and commerce. — Receives an ambaſſador from Muf- 
| tapha III. emperor of the Turks.—Releaſe of baron 
Trenck from his wann at Magdeburg. © 


EACE being now complenely eſtabliſhed, by Char. 


the treaty of Hubertſbourg, Frederick return- 


XXXII. 
A. D. 


ed once more to his capital, from which he had 1763. 
been abſent more than fix years. He arrived at his 


palace at Berlin, about nine in the evening, on the 
thirtieth of March, 1763. He was received by 
the princes of the blood, foreign mipiſters, and 
principal nobility, who were aſſembled on the oc- 
caſion. Rejoicings and illuminations were con- 
tinued in the city for ſeveral days after his arrival; 
and, on the fourth of April, at eight o'clock at 
night, he went through moſt of the ſtreets of Ber- 
lin, in an open chariot, accompanied by prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick, in order to view the 
lluminations, and the devices that were invented 
to celebrate his victories. On this occaſion, as 
well as at his arrival, he was every where faluted 
24 with 
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Cnar. with loud and general acclamations, of « Long 
Xxx?” < live our king and father!” To theſe acclams- 
uu tions he replied, © Long live my dear e my 


&« beloycd children *.“ 

Sogn after his arrival at-Betkin,” the. king . 
ſome magnificent preſents to the queen and royal 
family ***. He alſo made ſundry liberal donations 
for the relief of the poor, in thoſe: parts of his 
dominions which had ſuffered, during the war, by 
the inroads of the enemy. To many of his dif. 
banded ſoldiets, he diſtributed lands; and he gave 


them the horſes of his artillery, to aſſiſt them in the 
cultivation of the lands that he had given them *. 


O the twentieth of May, the king ſet out on 2 
journey to viſit his dominions in Pomerania, Lower 
Saxony, and Weſtphalia ; and in part of his journey 


he was accompanied by prince Ferdinand of Brunl- 
wick, with whom, on the fourth of June, he took 


a view of the ground on which the battle of Minden 


had been fought. He arrived at Weſel two days 
after, where he examined the fortifications and the 
citadel. He then proceeded to Crevelt, and from 
thence to Cleves; and, on the ſeventeenth of the 
month, he arrived at Hanover, where he was 
n upon by che two princes of Mecklenburg: 


es Angual Regiſter vol. VI. _— Lands ML 
XXXII. p. 227. 

2 Gent. Mags vol. XXXILL p. 197. 

= 5 Annual Regiſter, vol. V. p. 63. 
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Strelitz. From Hanover he proceeded ro Brunſ- Cage 

wick, and ſoon after returned to Berlin. 4 D. 
Havinc afterwards viſited the other parts of his 1763. 

gominions, Frederick applied himſelf to the reſtora- 

tion of his deſolated provinces, to the re- eſtabliſn- 

ment of his finances, and to the encouragement of 

zoriculture. He began to rebuild the towns and 

villages that had been deſtroyed during the war; 

and he gave conſiderable ſums to many of his 

nobility,” in order to enable them to pay their debts, 

and to cultivate their waſte lands; and of this he 

himſelf gave them an example in the royal de- 

meſnes, by cutting down woods, draining marſhes, 

and making various improvements. He - alſo 

eſtabliſhed. new manufactures, gave directions for 

making navigable canals, and by ſundry methods 

endeavoured to extend the commerce of his ſub- 

jects. But notwithſtanding the regard which he 

paid at this period to the arts of peace, his army 

ſtill continued to be a prime object of his attention. 

He ſo completely recruited his regiments, that, 

after the peace of Hubertſbourg, his army amount 

ed to two hundred thouſand men; and this formi- 

dable force he continued conſtantly to maintain *. 


ETFE- = 


EF 5 


226 Gent. Mag. vol. XXXIII. p. 30g. Lond. Mag. vol. 
XXII. p. 340. 

227 Memoire Hiſtorique ſur la drmides annce de la vie de 
Frederick II. Roy de Prufle, par le comte de n 
5. 21, 22. T4 
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Cnay.' 


20 / 
JA MEMOIRSOF: i 
Ix the courſe of this year, Frederick concluded 


I a treaty of alliance with the empreſs of Ruſſia; 


1763. and, on the ninth of November, A chmet Effendi, 
ambaſſador from Muſtapha III. emperor of the 
Turks, to the king of Pruſſia, made his public 


entry into Berlin. He was attended by a troop of 
Janiſſaries, and a numerous retinue; and brought 
a number of fine horſes, and other preſents, for the 
king. One deſign of his embaſſy. was, to compli- 
ment the Pruſſian monarch, upon the - glorious 
peace that he had lately concluded at Hubertſ; 
bourg ***. When Frederick received the Turkiſh 
ambaſſador [x], he was dreſſed with unuſual-mag- 
nificence. It was ſaid, that the diamond buttons 
on his cloaths, and the hat which he wore on this 
occaſion, were valued at more than five rn 


248 Vie de Frederick ll Roy de Profle, tom, Il. p. m 
178. 

[x] Achmet Effendi attended a | meeting of the academy of 
ſciences at Berlin, on which occafion M. Formey, the perpetual 
ſecretary, made a ſpeech, of which, it is ſaid, the Turk under- 
ſtood nothing. At the ſame time, a new-invented machine was 
exhibited to the academy. As the members preſſed round the 
table, on which the machine was placed, the ambaſſador found 
himſelf too much crowded. He, therefore, pnſhed aſide thoſe 
who ſtood next him, and jumped upon the table, on which he 
ſeated himſelf in the oriental manner, that he might examine the 
machine more at his eaſe. M. Formey had much difficulty to 


preſerve his gravity ; and the members of the academy left of 


examining the machine, and fixed their attention wholly upon 
1 . . e 


1 9 8 * 0297] U. 4 49 n 
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Ii] Baron Tazxcx was ſent to the univerſity of Konigſberg 
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thouſand pounds This ſees to have been the Cuan.- 


laſt time of his appearing with ſuch ſplendour : for, A. 
in general, after his ſeven years war, he was more — 


frugal with reſpect to cloaths, than he had been in 
the former part of his life. From that period, ex- 
cept on this occaſion, he confined himſelf, on great 
public days, to a fuit of blue velvet, embroidered 
with ſilver, and which was never worn . 
times of court magnificence. 

On the twenty fourth of December, 1763, baron 
Taxe, who had been impriſoned at Magdeburg 
for more than nine years, and with ſuch circum- 
ſtances of unfeeling cruelty, as will ever reflect ex- 
treme diſhonour on the king of Pruflia, was re- 
leaſed from his confinement. This gentleman, 
who was a native of Konigſberg, in Pruſſia, and 
deſcended from one of the moſt antient and re- 
ſpectable families in that country, had received a 
commiſſion in the Pruſſian horſe guards, when he 
was only eighteen years of age, and was treated by 
the king with great favour and diſtinction [s J. He 

| had 


London Mag. vol. XXXII. p. 620. 


at the age of thirteen, and made a rapid progreſs in literature. 
But he had ſtrong paſſions, and had fought three duels when he 
was about fixteen. Duelling at that time was very common in 


that univerſity. In his account of his own life, he informs us, 


that, at that time, * che univerſity of Konigſberg was ail highly 
' privileged, To ſend a challenge was held honourable ; and 
„ 2332 
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CaaF: had been "educated? at the univerſity of Konigſ. 


185 


D. berg, ee er 


— 0 * > 1 1 _— K 
* 


prevent, 1 * great 5 of * 3 
and turbulent young nobility from Livonia, Courland, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, "who came thither to ſtudy, 
© md of whom there were more than five hundred. Th 
brought the univerſity into 1 

© endeavoured to be remedied.* - + 

In 1742, baron Lottum, . 
and who happened then to be at Konigſberg, perſuaded him to 
enter into the army, telling him, that he would . find much 
«, better opportunities of ſending challenges, in the army, than 
propoſal, and ſet out for Potſdam a few days after. On 
the morrow after my arrival, ſays the baron, * 
© ſented to the king, as, indeed, I had before been, in the 
« year 1740, with the character of being, then, one of the 
© moſt hopeful youths of the univerfity, My reception was moſt 
« flatteriyg. Ihe juſtneſs of my replies to the queſtions he put, 
my height, figure, and confidence leaſed him ; and I ſoon 
© obtained permiſſion to enter as a cadet in his body guards, 
« with a promiſe of quick preferment.— I had ſcarcely been 
© fix weeks a cadet, before the king took me aſide, one day, 

© after the parade, and, having examined me near half an hour, 
on various ſubjects, Wee me to come and ſpeak to bim 
on the morrow. 

His intention was, to find whether the accounts, that had 
been given him of my memory, had not been exagyerated; 

« and, that he might be convinced, he firſt gave me the names 
of fifty foldiers'to learn by rote, which I did in ſive minutes. 
He nent repeated the ſubjects of two letters, which T im- 
mediately compoſed in French and Latin: the one I rote, 


the other 1 dictated. He next ordered me to trace; wich 


- promptirude, a landſcape from nature, iel executeti with 


6 TAL? . c 
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of courage; but his paſſions, were ſomewhat, im- Snef: 
petuous, and he was extremely high ſpirited. He N 
found the ſervice in which he was employed, in the 1768 
king's body goo: attended with much fatigue [7]; . 
dut 


« equal ſucceſs; and ke then give me x comer's common iy 
« his body guards. 

Fach mark of bounty, from the moriarch; e an 
ardour already great, inſpired me with gratitude, and the firſt 
« of my wiſhes was, to devote" ny whole life to the ſervice of 
my king and country. He ſpoke to me, as a ſovereign ſhould 
i ſpeak, like'a father, ke one who knew well how to eſtimate 
the gifts beſtowed om me by nature; and perceiving, or rather 
« feeling, how much he might expect from me, became at once 
« my inſtructor, and my friend. Thus did 1 remain a cadet 
' only fix weeks, and few Pruſſians can vaunt, under the reign 
« of Frederick, of equal good fortune. The king not only 

« preſented me with a commiſſion, but equipped me ſplendidly 
for the ſervice. Thus did 1 fuddenly find myſelf a-courtier, 
nnd an officer in the- fineſt, braveſt, and beſt taught corps in 

' Europe,” Life of Baron Frederick Trenck, tranflated from 
the German by Mr. Holcroft, vol. I. p. 12—21. 

r] Of Frederick's horſe guards, and the fatigues that they 
underwent even in time of peace, baron Trenck gives the fol- 
lowing account: * The body guards formed, at this time, a 
model and ſchool for the Pruffian cavalry : it confiſted of one 
* fingle ſquadron of men, ſelected from the whole army, whoſe 
* uniform was the moſt ſplendid in all Europe. "Two thouſand 
fix · dollars were neceſſary to equip an officer: the ouiraſs was 
© wholly plated with filver; and the horſe furniture and ac- 
« coutrements alone coſt four hundred 'rix-dollars. This 
* ſquadron only conſiſted of fix officers, and a hutdred and 
' forty-four men; but there were abrays fifty or ſixty fuper- , . 
© numeraries, and as many horſes; for the king e- 
3 moſt handſome men he found in theſe guards. 
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king himſelf formed them; and afterwards ſent them to in. 
ſtruct the cavalry in the manceuvres they had learnt, Their 
© riſe was rapid, if they behaved well; but they were broken 
« for the leaſt fault, and puniſhed by being ſent to garriſon 
— It was, likewiſe, neceſſary that they ſhould be 
© tolerably rich, as well as poſſeſs ſuch. talents, as might be 
a both at court, and in the army. 
There are no ſoldiers in the world, who undergo ſo much 
* as this body guard: for, during the time I was in the ſervice 
of Frederick, I often had not eight hours fleep in eight days, 
* Exerciſe began at four in the morning; and experiments were 
made of all the alterations, which the king meant to introduce 
in his cavalry. Ditches of three, four, five, fix feet, and 
« ftill wider, were leaped, till that ſome one broke his neck; 
* hedges, in like manner, were freed, and the horſe ran carcers, 
meeting each other full ſpeed, in a kind of liſts of more thai 
* half a league in length. We had often, in theſe our exerciſes, 
* ſeveral men and horſes killed or wounded. _ 

It happened, more frequently than otherwiſe, that the 
© ſame experiments were repeated after dinner with freſh horſes ; 
and it was not uncommon, at Potſdam, to hear the alarm 
* ſounded twice in a night. The horſes ſtood in the king's 
* ſtables; and whoever had not dreſſed, armed himſelf, ſaddle 
©. his horſe, mounted, and appeared before the palace in eight 
* minutes, was put under arreſt for fourteen days. Scarcely 
* were the eyes cloſed, before the trumpet again ſounded, to 
* accuſtom youth, to vigilance, I loſt, in one year, three 
* horſes, which had either broken their legs, in leaping ditches, 
or died of fatigue. I cannot give a ſtronger picture of this 
* ſervice, than by ſaying, that the body guard loſt more men 
2 one year's peace, than, during de Gllowin 


* year, they did i in two battles. 
« We 
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and was introduced to the ys literary Quar- 
| XXXII. 

fiends [v]. © i "A. 
Wurx the princeſs Ulrica married the prince- 1763. il 
royal of Sweden, baron Trenck eſcorted her as bares: | 
25 Stettin; and on this occaſion an amour com- 1 
menced between him and the princeſs Amelia, 
mother ſiſter of the king [u]. From this lady he 


We had, at this time, three ſtations. Our ſervice, during 
' winter, was at Berlin; where we attended the opera, and all » 
« public feſtivals,” In the ſpring, we were exerciſed at Charlot- * 
« renburgh ; and at Potſdam, or wherever the king went, dur- | . 
| ingrhe ſummer The fix officers of the guard dined with the | 
+ king; and, on gala days, with the queen. It may be pre- | 
* ſumed, that there was not, at that time, on earth, a better 
« ſchool to form an officer, and a man of the world, than was 
the court of Berlin.“ Life, tranſlated by Mr. Holcroft, ut 
fuprs, p. 15—10. | 

fv] © Frederick,” fays the baron, © commanded me to vific 
« the literati, whom he had invited to his court. Maurar- | 


” 28 


＋ F 
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lte ' Tvis, Jon dax, La MeTTR1E, and PoLLNiTz, were all 

rſes ; my acquaintance. My days were employed in the duties of 1 
. * an officer, and my nights in acquiring knowledge. Pollnitz | 
ng * was my guide, and the friend of my heart. My happineſs | 
died * was well worthy being envied. In 1743, I was five feet 

ight eleven inches in height; and Nature had endowed me with 

cely | exery requiſite to pleaſe. I lived, as I vainly imagined, 

„ to © withont exciting enmity or malice; and my mind was wholly 
three © occupied- by the deſire of acquiring well founded fame. | 
hes, Life, ut fupra, p- 22. * 
4 le] The baron ſpeaking of this princeſa, though without 
* pen her name, fays, To her converſation, to her 


* prudence, to the power by which ſhe rivetted my affeRions.. 
* wholly to herſelf, am I indebted for the improvement and. 


* poliſhing 


= 
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goon 


A. D. 
1763. 


often received conſiderable preſents, xhich enabled 
him to live with more ſplendour than his own fr. 
tune would have permitted. He attended the king, 
with the reſt of the guards, into Sileſia and Hohe. 
mia, in the campaigns of 1744 and 1745 Nu 


made adjutant to the king, and was pꝑreſent in the 


battles of Hohen Friedberg IW] and Sohr, in the 
former of which he was wounded. But it happened 
e for baron Trenck, that he was firſt 


« poliſhing of m y bodily and mental qualities. She never de. 


« ſpiſed, betrayed, or abandoned me, even in the deepeſt of 


ey Wiles Life, dt Vpra, P25. He afterwards font 


„Hired, at this time, perfectly happy at Berlin, and highly 
0 eſteemed. The king teſtified his apptobation at every oppor 
« tunity ; my miſtreſs ſupplied me with more money than J 
© could expend; and 1 was, preſently, the beſt equipped, and 
© made the greateſt figure, of any officer" in the whole 664%, 
© The ſtyle in which I lived was remarked; for T had only te. 
« ceived from my father's heritage the eſtate. of Great Scarlach, 
© the rent of which was eight hundred dollars a year; which 
* was far from ſufficient to ſupply my then expences. My 
© amour, in the mean time, remained a ſecret from my beſt and 
© moſt intimate friends. Twice was my abſence from Potſdan 
and Charlottenburg diſcovered, and I was put under arteſt; 
but the king ſeemed ſatisfied with the excuſes I made, under 
« pretext of having been hunting, and ſmiled as he granted my 
© pardon. Never did the days of youth glide away, with 
© more apparent ſucceſs, and pleaſure, than during theſe uy 
© firſt years at Berlin,” Ibid. p. 26, 27. n 


lw] The baron ys, that when this battle was about to 
commence, the king ſaid to his guards, <* Prove to-day, my 


« children, that you are my body-guard, and give no ro 


rn Life, at g 58. 
N couſin 
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couſin to another baron Trenck, who was a famous Cie. | j 
ranifan in the Auſtrian ſervice; and this relation. J. B. | 
kip proved to him a ſource of great calamity. 1763. 

The Auſttian Trenck, who had no children, and. 


BARTTESES EZ 


a : 
» « 


was very wealthy, had written to the mother of the 


Pruſſian Trenck, that he intended to make her 
fon his heir. The Auſtrian Trenck alſo ſent back 
two horſes belonging to his Pruſſian couſin, which 
had been taken by the huſſars under his command. 


Theſe circumſtances excited in the king ſome fuſ-: 


picion of baron Trenck's fidelity; and theſe ſuſ- 


picions were artfully increaſed by an officer of the 
guards, who had a perſonal animoſity againſt the 


baron, and who did all he could to injure him. 
At length, when the Pruſſian troops were in Bohe- 
mia, a letter came to the baron, written as from 


his Auſtrian couſin, and containing ſome overtures . 
to him to enter into the Auſtrian ſervice. This 


ktter he ſuppoſes to have been forged ; but he 
communicated it very frankly to his brother of- 
ficersz and, as he wrote no anſwer to it, expected 


from it no ill conſequences. Such uſe, however, - 


was made of it, in order to incenſe the king againſt 
him, that he was arreſted, deprived of his com- 
miſſion, and impriſoned in the fortreſs of Glatz. 
He wrote to the king, ſoliciting to be tried by a 
court martial, and declaring, that he defired no 
favour, if any crime could be proved againſt him: 


but no anſwer was returned. The princeſs Amelia- 
continued to correſpond with him, and expreſſed 


Vol. II. 2 her 


339 


CHAP» 
XXXII. 
A. D. 


; —— of the king her brother, and ſent the baron a thoy. 


that his impriſonment was ſtill continued, he grew 
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. in his innocence. 1 
demned the precipitate anger, and unjuſt ſuſpicions, 


ſand ducats. After peace was concluded, finding 


impatient of his confinement [x], and made ſeveral 


eee [Y} but unſucceſsful efforts to eſcape. 


He 


ore He learned afterwards, that, till his attempts to eſcape, 
aging had condemned him only to a year's impriſonment ; 
but ĩt was given out at Glatz,, that he was. to e. 
life, 


[+] Of one of theſe 1 but 3 has, 
« which was made eight days after a former of the ſame nature, 
he has given himſelf the following account: Major Doo came 
* to: viſit me, accompanied by an officer of the guard, and an 
, . adjutant. After examining every corner of my chamber, he 

addreſſed me, taxing me with a ſecond crime in endeavouring 
to obtain my liberty; adding, this muſt, certainly, increaſe 
the anger of the king. My blood boiled at the word ctime. 
He talked of patience. I aſked, how long the king had con- 

« demned me to impriſonment? He anſwered, a traitor to his 


e correſponded with the enemy, cannot be 
. for a, certain time; but muſt depend, for. grace 


and pardon, upon the king. At that inſtant, I ſnatched his 
* ſword from bis fide, on which my eyes had ſore time deen 
© fixed, ſprang out of the door, threw the ſentinel from the top 


: to the bottom of the ſlairs, paſied the guard who happened to 


2 be drawn op before the priſan door to relieve guard, attacked 
© them fword in hand, threw, them ſuddenly into ſurprize by 


8 the manner in which I laid about me, wounded four. men, 
made way through che reft, ſprang over the breaſt-work of the 


© © ramparts, and, with my {ord drawn in my hand, immediate 
"4 I leaped this wah without receiving the leaf 


injury. 
* „ 1 8 —— 7 
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He at length, however, found means to effectuate Kli. 
his eſcape, when he had been confined at Glatz A. D. 
ſeventeen months; being aſſiſted and accompanied 763: 5 
by an officer, who was diſcontented with his ſitua- 

tion. They encountered great dangers, and great 
hardſhips ; and baron Trenck afterwards entered 

into the ' Ruſſian ſervice, in which he became a 
captain of dragoons. Whilſt he was in this ſitua- 

tion, being at Dantzick, a ſcheme was formed by 

the Pruffian reſident in that city, and ſome Pruſ- 

ſian officers in the recruiting ſervice, to ſeize him, 

and convey him forcibly into the Pruſſian territories. 


| But he having received intimation of the plot, 


found means completely to defeat it, and. treated 
ſome of the officers concerned in it with ſuch in- 
dignity, that this affair greatly increaſed the ani- 
moſity of the king of Pruſſia againſt him. Trenck 
was afterwards adyantageouſly introduced at the 
injury. I leaped the ſecond wall, with equal ſafety and good 
* fortune, None of their arms were loaded: no one durſt leap 
« after me; and; in order to purfoe, they muſt go round 
through the town and the gate of the citadel ; fo that I had 
the ſtart full half an hour. A ſentinel, however, in a narrow 


* paſſage, endeavoured to oppoſe my flight; but I partied his | 
-* fixed bayonet, and wounded him in the flce:. A ſecond 


* ſentinel, meantime, came from the outworks, to ſeize me 
behind, and I, to avoid him; made a ſpting at the paliſa- 


* doest there I was; unluckily, caught by the foot; and re- 
© ceived a bayonet wound in my uppet lip. Thus entangled; 
* © they beat me with the butt-end of their muſquets, and dragged 
* the back to priſon, while I firuggled and defended myſelf like 


= 2 nn grown deſperate. Life, py 9699. 


2 3 | court 


340 MEMOIRS OF. 


£ war. court of Peterſburgh, by the friendſhip of general 

A. D. Bernes, miniſter to that court from the court of 

1763- Vienna, and lord Hyndford, miniſter from the 

court of Great Britain, both of whom were per. 

ſonally acquainted with the baron, when he was in 

high favour at Berlin. He had ſundry intrigues at 

Peterſburgh ; and, among others, with the counteſs 
Beſtucheff, wife to the prime-miniſter [z]. 

Taz king of Pruſſia ſuſpected, that Trenck's 

influence at Peterſburgh was employed to his diſ- 

advantage; and fome diſhonourable arts were em- 

ployed by the Pruſſian miniſter to ruin him at that 

court. Theſe arts were not ſucceſsful; but he 

afterwards quitted Ruſſia, and entered into the 

Auſtrian ſervice. In 1754, when he was a captain 

of Auſtrian cavalry, he happened to be at Dant- 

zick, where the king of Pruſſia's agents, authorized 

by two of the magiſtrates of Dantzick, who were 

attended by twenty grenadiers, ſeized him in bed, 

and conveyed him to the city priſon, from whence 

he was ſoon after ſent to Berlin [a]. He vas 

| afterwards removed to the citadel of Magdeburg, 


7 The baron ſeems not to have nana his monks or 
his principles, by his converſations with La Mettrie, Pollnitz, 
and others of Frederick's favourites at Berlin; but though he 
was licentious with regard to women, he appears, in other r- 
ſpects, to have had an high ſenſe of integrity and honour, - - 
[a] It appears, that a ſhort time before this, intimations 
nad been given at Berlin, by ſome of Trenck's enemies, that he 
vad formed dangerous deſigus againft the king's own perſon. 


Where 


e D. 34 


1 


tion bread per ar, and a Jug of water [e]. He 1 5 
r . pr me 


[3] Heg gives 4 following deſcription of his firſt An k 


My dungeon was in a caſemate, the fore part of which, fix 
« feet wide, and ten feet long, was divided by a party wall. 


In the inner wall were two doors, and a third at the entrance 
« of the caſemate itſelf, The window, in the ſeven feet thick 


wall, was ſo ſituated that, though I had light, I could ſee 
neither heaven nor earth: I could only fee the roef of the 
magazine. Within and without this window were iron bars; 
and, in the ſpace between, an iron grating, ſo cloſe, and fo 
« fituated, by the rifing of the walls, that it was impoſſible I 

ſhould ſee any perſon within the priſon, or that any perſon 
* ſhould ſee me. On the out- ſide was a wooden paliſadoe, fix 


feet from the wall, by which the ſentinels were prevented from 


* conveying any thing to me. 1 had a matraſs, and a bed- 


© ſtead, but which was immoveably ironed to the floor; ſo that 
it was impoſſible I ſhould drag it, and ftand up to the window. 


Life, ut ſupra, vol. II. p. 1, 2. 

[c] At this period of his conform he ſuffered more from 
hunger, than from any other cauſe. * From my youth,“ ſays 
he, I had always a good appetite ;—and it is impoſiible that 


© I ſhould deſcrive the exceſs of tortures that, during eleven 


months, I felt from ravenous hunger. I could every day 
© have eaſily devoured fix pounds of bread; and every twenty- 
* four hours, after having received and ſwallowed my ſmall 
portion, I continued as hungry as before I began, yet muſt 
* wait another twenty-four hours for a new morſel. How 
* willingly would I have ſigned a bill ol exchange for a thou- 


* ſand ducats, on my property at Vienna, only to have ſatiated 


my hunger on dry bread.'—* Some have ſuppoſcd,” that to 


* eat little might become habitual ; but I have experienced che 


* contrary, My hunger increaſed every day; and, of all the 
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- was not at this time put in irons; but having mage 
ſome extraordinary efforts to eſcapę, and theſe ef. 


3763: forts being diſcoyered, the king, when he came to 
a review at Magdeburg, went and viſited a fort 


there called the Star-fort, where he' commanded a 
new cell to be made for the confinement of 
Trenck, © preſcribing himſelf,” as the baron ſays, 
Annen 
«ſecured . 

Or his ſecond dungeon, to which W 
moved as ſoon as it was ready, he has given the 
following deſcription : © In breadth it was about 
eight feet; in length ten,'—* In a corner was a 
feat, four- bricks broad, on which I might fit, 
© and' recline againſt the wall. Oppoſite the ring 
© to which 1 was faſtened, the light was admitted 
4 through a ſemicircular aperture, one foot high, 
and two in diameter. This aperture afcended to 


* the centre of the wall, which was fix feet thick, 


* and at this central part was a cloſe iron grating, 
* from which, outward, the aperture deſcended, 


and its two extremities were again fecured by 


*ſtrong iron bars. My dungeon was built in the 


©: trials of fortitude my whole life has ended, this, of eleven 
months, was the moſt bitter. Daily, about noon, once in 
*\ twenty-four hours, my pittance of bread and water was 
brought. Ihe keys of all the doors were kept, by the governor: 


the inner door was not opened, but my bread: and water were 


delivered through an amen Life, ut ſupra, vol. II. 


pho. 
e Life, tranſlated by Mr. Holeroft, vol. II. P. 27. dich 
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« ditch ef che fortification, and the aperture, y. Bg. 
« which the light entered, Was ſo. covered. hy he . 
* wall af. the rampart, that, inſtead of finding . 
immediate paſſage, the light only gained admiſe. * 
« fon by keflexion. This, conſidering; the ſrgalls, 
« neſs of the aperture, and the impediments, of 
grating and iron bars, muſt needs, make the 
« obſcurity great, yet my eyes, in time, became 
© ſo accuſtomed to this glimmering, that I could = 
c ſee a mouſe run. In winter, however, when the 
© fun did not ſhine into the ditch; it was eternal 
© night with me. Between the bars and the grat= 
© ing was a glaſs window, with a ſmall central caſe - 
ment, which might be opened to admit air. 
The name of TEN CK was inſcribed upon the 
© wall, and under my feet was a tomb-ſtone, with 
© the name of TRENcxk alſo cut on it, and carved 
© with a death's head. The doors to my dungeon 
were double, of oak, two inches thick: without 
© theſe was an open ſpace, or front cell, in which 
was a window, and this ſpace was likewiſe ſhut in 
by double doors. The ditch, in which this 
© dreadful den was built, was incloſed on both ſides 
* by paliſadoes, twelve feet high, the key of the 
© door of which. was entruſted'to the officer of the 
* guard, it being the King's intention to prevent 
all poſſibility of ſpeech,” or meme witk 
* the ſentinels 2. | Un ty -» 


5 Life, p. 34. 35, 36. | | * 
24 


2 
= 


1 Cuan, 
% . 


MFE MO IRS OH 
Ex has alſo given the following account of de 


manner in which he was ironed in this new dungeon. 
* 1763. , © Enormous chains were fixed to my ancle at one 


© end, and at the other to a ring which was in. 
© corporated in the wall. This ring was three feet 


from the ground, and only allowed me to move 


© about two or three feet to the right and left. 

They next rivetted another huge iron ring, of a 
c handꝰð breadth, round my naked body, to which 
0 hung a chain, fixed into an iren bar, as thick as 


a man's arm. This bar was two feet in length, 


© and at each end of it was a handcuff n.. The 
© only motion I had the power to make, was that 


of jumping upward, or ſwinging my arms, to 


procure myſelf warmth,” When more aecuſtom- 
* ed to theſe ſetters [0], I was likewiſs capable of 
moving from ſide to lade, but this pained 1 
c ſhin-bones . al. 2 Þ 7.30 [2 £3208 
SPEAKING of the new ee to which he was 
now removed, and of the. timo o of his firſt entrance 


k. S& © C «4 


n Life, p. 31, 32. 

Cu] Ia the year 1956, an iron collar was added to bis other | 
fetters ; and he ſays, that · the chains that deſcended-from the 
neck · collar were obliged to be ſupported firſt with ane hand, 
s and then with the nary; for, if thrown behind, they would 
* have ſtrangled me, and, if hanging | forward, occaſioned moſ 
„ehe bead sch. | Ibid. p. 109, 116. Among other bar- 


pbarities which were exerciſed towards him, one was, ordering 


the ſentinels to call him every quarter of an hour, and thereby 

to prevent his ſleeping for any long time together. This in- i 

human practice was continued four years. Ibid, p. 144- 
#33 Ibid, p. 36, 37» 


into 


FREDERICK" THE'THIRD. | a . 
ino it, he alſo ſays, The cell had been Finiſhed © 
« with limeand plaſter but eleven days, and every . p. 
body ſuppoſed it would be impoſſible, that 1 2562 
« ſhould exiſt in theſe damps above a fortnight. I 
© remained fix months, continually immerſed in 
© warer, that 'trickled upon me from the thick 
« arches under which I was; and T can ſafely af- 
« firm, that, for the firſt three months, I wWas 
never dry; yet did J continue in health. I was 
« viſited daily at noon, after relieving guard, and 
the doors were then obliged to be leſt open for 
ſome minutes, otherwiſe the dampneſs o& the ur 
put out their candles. | 
Tuts was my fituation, and here I fat, deli 5 
tute of friend, helpleſsly wretched, preyed on by 
all the torture of thought, that continually ſug= 
' geſted the moſt gloomy, the moſt dreadful of 
images. My heart was not yet wholly turned 
to ſtone, my fortitude was ſunken to deſpondency z 
my dungeon was the very cave of deſpair ; yet 
vas my arm reſtrained, yet was this exceſs of 
miſery endured. How then may hope be wholly 
' eradicated from the heart of man! My fortitude, 
alter ſome time, began to revive: I glowed with 
* the deſire of convincing the world, that I was 
capable of ſuffering what man had never ſuffered 
* before; perhaps of, at laſt, emerging from this 
* load of wretchedneſs, ee over * R 
enemies 276,” | | 
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4 Life, p. 37, 38. 8 3 | ll. 
AxrEx | 


— 
S 


3 346 MEM OIRS OF 


i. ArrEx his confinement in his new d 

du haron wes allomod mn och bread, h ha aan 
9 eat; and notwithſtanding his fetters, he continued 
2 to make a variety of aſtoniſhing- attempts to. ef, 
ſectuate his eſcape [x], and ſome of which were 
nearly fucceſsful. When it was diſcovered, that 
he had found means even to diſencumber hiniel 
of his chains, a large iron collar was put about hi 
neck; and connected with the chains at his feet by 
additional heavy links [rx]. The whole of his fer. 
ters amounted to fixty - eight pounds weight, 


Ts] Of theſe diffrent and extraordinary eforts to obtain i 
liberty, he has given a SE; account | in the narrative of 
| kis life. 

[J Ja note part of ende of hi t. be alſo gire 
an account of his dreſs. My hands being fixed,” ſays be, 
and kept aſunder, by an iron bar, and my feet chained io the 
wall, I could neither put on ſhirt nor ſtockings in the uſul 
mode; the ſhirt was therefore tied, and changed once a fun 
« night; the coarſe ammunition ſtockings were buttoned on the 
„ fides;/ a bide garment, of ſoldier's cloth, was likewiſe tic! 
* rovnd-me, and I had a pair of flippers for my feet.- The 
© ſhirt was of the army linen; and when I contemplated-myſel 
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0 in this dreſs of a maleſactor, chained thus to the wall, in ſuch 
i © a dungeon, vainly imploring mercy or juſtice, my conſcience 
ls wid of reproach, my heart of guilt ;- when I refleed on ny 
1 * fornier ſplendovr in Berlin and Moſcow, and_ compared i 
in © with this fad, this dreadful reverſe of deftiny, I was ſunk i 


” , 
= ts. Ae — 


* prief, or rouſed to indignation, that might have burried the 

© greateſt hero, or philoſopher, to madneſs or deſpair, I ſel 

hat can only be imagined by him, who has ſuffered like me, 

« after having, like me, flouriſhed, if fuch can be bs 
| Thid, p. 60, 6. 3 
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Though none of his own efforts to obtain his 
iberty were finally ſucceſsful, they yet greatly con- 
ributed to the preſervation both of his health and 
ſpirits [o]. He did not gain his liberty, till more 


Cnar, 
* 


. 


[e]!“ Theſe bodily labours, he fays, * theſe continued * 
iel ; veations, and projected plans, to obtain my freedom, preſerved. 
t his n health. Who would fuppoſe that a man, fettered as 1 
t by v, could find means of exercifing himſelf ? By ſwinging 
fer. ny arms, acting with the upper part of my body, and leaping 
ight, ' upward, I frequently put myſelf into a ſtrong perſpiration, 

| Aſter thus wearying myſelf, I ſlept ſoundly, and often thought. 
1; bon many generals, obliged to ſupport all the inclemencies of 
7 « weather, and all the dangers of the field ; how many of thoſs 
5 ' who had pluaged me into this den of miſery, would have been 
' moſt glad, could they, like me, have flept with a quiet con; 

, fence,” Life, vol. II. p. 61, 62. 
s be, In another place in the narrative of his life, many parts of 
0 the, WY which are written with great animation, he ſays, * I had read 
uſual WY + nuch; had lived in, and ſeen, much of the world; vacuity 
for- BY + of thooght, therefore, I was little troubled with. The former 
n_the Bi « tranſactions of my life, what had happened, and the remem- 
tied BY + brance of the perſons I had known, I revolved ſo often in my 


« mind, that they became as familiar and connected, as if the 
' events had each been written in the order-it occurred. Habit 
made this mental exerciſe ſo perfect to me, that I could com- 
' poſe ſpeeches, fables, odes, ſatires, all which I repeated a- 
' loud, and had ſo ſtored my memory with them, that I was 
enabled, after I had obtained my freedom, to commit to'writ- 
ing two volumes of theſe my priſon labours. Accuſtomed to 
this exerciſe, days, that would otherwiſe. have been days of 
LL '© miſery, appeared but as a moment,—For this I am to thank. 
de induſtrious acquirements of my youth. Riches, honours, 
206, ' the favours of fortune, may be ſhowered by monarchs upon 
\ ! the moit worthleſs; but monarchs can give and take, ſay and 
voh Anta — 
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TELE than nine months after the peace of Huberrſtoury, 
A. D. when he obtained his freedom, in conſequence of 
763. the application of the Auſtrian ambaſſador [ah, 
having then been impriſoned at Magdeburg mare 

than nine years [1]. He was conveyed out of the 

5 1 Pruſſan 


* unſay, raiſe and pull down. Monarchs, however, can neither 
« give wiſdom nor virtue. Arbitrary power itſelf, here, and 
© before theſe, is foiled. How wiſely has Providence ordain- 
ed, that the endowments of induſtry, learning, and ſcience, 
given by ourſelves, cannot be taken from us; while, on the 
4 contrary, what others beſtow is a fantaſtical. dream, from 
which any accident may awaken us. The wrath of Frederick 
© conld deftroy legions, and defeat armies ;. but it could no 
© take from me the ſenſe of honour, of innocence, and their 
© feet concomitant, peace of mind; and could not deprire 
© me of fortitude and magnanimity, I defied his power, reſted 
© on the juſtice of my cauſe, found in myſelf expedients where. 
with to oppoſe him, was at length crowned with conquel, 
and came forth, to the world, the — e virtue, 
Ibid. p. 72, 73, 74+ 
[un] Several applications were made by the Auftrian mini 
to the king of Pruſſia, after the peace of Hubertſbourg, to 
obtain the baron's liberty; but theſe applications were not com. 
plicd with, and ſeem not to have been made with much earnef: 
neſs. At laſt, on a gala-day, the king happening to be in an 
extraordinary good humour, the queen of Pruſſia, the princels 
Amelia, and the prince-royal, now the reigning king, told the 
Auſtrian miniſter, that this was a fit opportunity to renew his 
application in behalf of baron Trenck. He accordingly did 
ſo, and Frederick conſented to his releaſe ; upon which the 
company expreſſed ſo much Joy, that it gave the king _ 
Life, vt ſupra, vol. II. p. 247, 248. 
#1] Though baron Trenck had great vigour of conſtitutions 
great ſtrength of body, and much intellectual 9 
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Pruſſian. dominions in a covered waggon [KI, in Cys 2 
which he was conducted to Prague, without being X P.“ 
ſuffered 1763. 
"aural to ſuppoſe, that ſo long a confinement, attended with 
uch uncommon ſufferings and hardſhips, muſt have had a con- 
ſderable effect upon him. Accordingly he ſays, in his account 
of his life, (vol. II. p. 248, 249.) For ſome weeks after I 
{rf obtained my freedom, I was generally abſent in mind, 
« nd deep in thought. This was a habit I had acquired in 
« priſon, and the objects of fight appeared but as the viſions of 
« ſleep, I often ſtopped in the ſtreets, ſtared around me, 
* doubted my own exiſtence, and bit my finger, in order to 
« convince myſelf that I was really awake and alive. wo 
When he was afterwards at Vienna, he was for ſome time 
confined by a fit of illneſs, and ſpeaking of his going abroad, 
iter his recovery, he ſays, © Walking round the ramparts of 
© Vienna, having recovered from my fickneſs, the vivifying 
* ſpring, and the broad expanſe of heaven, inſpired a conſciouſ- 
« neſs of preſent freedom, and of pleaſure indeſcribable. I 
* heard the morning ſong of the lark. My heart palpitated, 
« my pulſe quickened, and the blood trickled through my veins 
« with delight: for I felt that I was a man, and I recollefted, 
« that I was not in chains. Happen, ſaid I, what may, I fear 
* not futurity, ſo long as my feet, my will, and my heart, are 
* free, and, like yonder lark, I can remove from land to land. 
« My foul poured forth its thankfulnefs for this ednſeiouſneſs ot 
* freedom, and I determined to fly Vienna, and to ſeek ſome 
* corner of the world, where virtue has ; nothing to fear from the 
\ tongues of flanderers, the commands of courts, or the arbi- 
* trary will of monarchs,” Ibid, p. 250, 251. £4 | I” 


[x] Though he was, not permitted to ſpeak to any. perſop i in, 
the town of Magdeburg, after his releaſe, be was viſited in the 
citadel by the officers of the garriſon, and received many cquy 
gratulations on his obtaining his liberty. How much rom 
* fot reflex ion, Jays, he, did this ſcene afford! My intrivlig | 
* wo 
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Cnar. ſuffered to ſpeak to any perſon upon the road, 
nr and from — STC proceeded” i 

1763. Vienna [l. J. 
— 


a 


* worth then, and twenty-four hours before, when in ptiſt, 
* was the ſame; yet, how wonderful an alteration in the cit. 
nage and countenance of thoſe by whom I had been fo fd 
« guarded! I was treated with friendſhip, diſtinRion, atten 
© tion, and flattery. And why? Becauſe thoſe fetters hu 
dropped off, which I had never juſtly borne. Oh Wor! 


© what art thon? What, indeed, in deſpotie fates! Wha 


© merit, what virtue, where. arbitrary e er 
fate of men? Life, vol. II. p. 212, 213. 

(] He was much diſſatisfied, and with e rin 4 
treatment which he received at the court of Vienna. Hewa 
even kept for ſome time in confinement in that city, it 
given out, that he had threatened the life of the king of Prulz; 
and the court of Vienna was at that time deſirous of being on 
good terms with the Pruſſian monarch, on , account of the 


election of a king of the Romans, which was then nearly ap 


proaching. He was afterwards releaſed, and made a major n 
the Auſtrian ſervice, But he was prevented from ſucceeding to 
the greateſt par: of the ample fortune which ſhould have de 
ſcended to him from the Auſtrian baron Trenck, who was aov 
dead, of whom he was the neareſt ſurviving relation, and who 


Had alſo left him his heir by will. This was effe@ted on vation 
pretences, in conſequence of which he was involved in mary 
tedious and expenſive law-fuits. But the principal reaſon iy 


pears to have been, his refuſal to embrace the Romiſh religion; 
and on this account the influence- of the Popiſh clergy, ul 
particularly of ſome of the Jeſuits at Vienna, was greatly exert 
ed againſt him. As he was born in the year 1726, he was 
his thirty-eighth year when he obtained his liberty. In 1765 
he married a lady of good family at Aix-la-Chapelle, and h 
whom he had eleven children. He relided ſome years #t-A# 
Nw „ 
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1 nave: dwelt the longer on the caſe of baron Char. 
Trenck, becauſe the circumſtances of his fe are PX 


ſngular and curious, and the treatment, which ht —— 


received from the king of Pruſſia, can with no 
propriety be omitted in a hiſtory of that monarch's 
le. It ſhould be remembered, in pe 
PS ATI eee 


| Chapelle; P 
ſupported himſelf hy his writings ; for he had been deprived of 
his paternal. inheritance in Pruſſia, and appears not to have 
derived much advantage from his Auſtrian inheritance. His 
temper was naturally generous; and, when poſſeſſed of money, 
liked a news-paper at Aix-la-Chapelle, and a periodical work, 
intitled, The Friend of Men,“ together with ſome other per- 
formances. The freedom of his writings gave much offence to 
may of the Popiſh clergy, and alſo to ſome other perſons. 
Ia the courſe of his travels, after his releaſe from Magdeburg, 
be riſted Hungary, and was extremely well received by the 
Hungarian nobility, With a view of increaſing his income, 
he ſent large quantities of Hungarian wine into England, France, 
Holland, and the empire; and in order to eftabliſh a trade of 
this kind, he made a journey into England. He was accom- 
panied by a young man, who was brother to his wife, and who 
ems to have. ated as his agent. The baron was reſpettfully 
ad. hoſpitably entertained by many perſons of rank in Eng- 
lud; bat he was unfortunate in his commereial connexions in 


this untoward circumſtance, which was probably rendeted more 
prjudicial to him than it might otherwiſe have been, by the 
warmth of his temper, and his ignorance of the Engliſh laws 
uud cuſtoms, has led him to throw out ſome unjuſt, and ill 
n neee deg — 
m 105 

were 


Landon. He was defrauded of wine to a large amount; and 
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Cnar. were inflicted upon him were without any trial, 
1 B. either civil or military; and his innocence of ary 


. criminal correſpondence with the Auſtrians, ap, 


pears now to be univerſally believed PN 
the Pruſſian dominions, and even at the Pruffian 
court [mM]. The caſe, indeed, of baron Taxxcx 


may be conſidered as affording a ftriking proof 


that deſpotic power ought never to be intruſted to 


any man, however ſplendid his abilities. Not- 
withſtanding Frederick's uncommon ſagacity and 
penetration, he appears in this affair to have been 
totally deceived ; and, notwithſtanding his pretences 
to juſtice and humanity, he acted, in this inſtance, 
like the moſt ſavage and unfeeling tyrant. It i 
not in the power of language, to cenſure his con- 
duct in this tranſaction with too much ſeverity, ot 

to expreſs too much indignation, at this exhibition 


of cool, premeditated, unrelenting barbarity. 


[1] Since the acceſſion of the preſent king, Frederick Wil. 
liam, baron Trenck has been introduced at the Pruſſian court, 
and extremely well received. The king himſelf had an inter- 
view, and a long converſation with him ; and he appeared to 
be highly reſpected, by the Pruffian court, and nation in gene- 


ral, for the ſignal fortitude with which he had endured his long, 


unmerited, and extraordinary ſufferings. He regained poſſeſion 
of his eſtate in Pruſſia ; and the king gave one of his ſons a con 
miſſion in the Pruſſian ſervice, The baron has alſo another ſor 
in the Auſtrian ſervice, _ 
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CH AP. XXXIII. 


Frederick's letter to Staniſlaus Ponigtowſii, on bis 
elevation to the throne of Poland. Ile viſits the 
duchy of Silefia, and makes ſundry new regulations 

in differem parts of his dominions—Eftabliſhes 

ſeveral beneficial inſtitutions, Receives a viſit from 
the emperor at Neiſs, in Silefia.—Erefts a new 
palace near Potſdam, and a great number of new 
buildings in that city, and at Berlin. —Iis prejudice 
againſt German artiſts. | 


353 


n 5 * 


XXXIII. 


ance, 

It | 

* S Auguſtus, king of Poland, elector of Cnar. 
1 Saxony, died ſoon after his reſtoration to his 


electoral dominions, count Stan ſlaus Ponĩatowſki 
was elected king of Poland in his room, in the 
year 1764. The king of Pruſſia exerted his in- 


* tereſt to promote the election of this prince; and, 
2 after that event had taken place, he wrote a letter 
redo to the new king, which contained the following 
Er. | ; FA 

* © Your majeſty mult reflect, that as you enjoy 


© a crown by election, and not by deſcent, the 
© world will be more obſervant of, your majeſty's 
actions, than of thoſe of any other potentate in 
Europe; and it is but reaſonable. The latter 
being the mere effect of conſanguinity, no more 
* 15 looked for (though much more ĩs to be wiſhed) 
© from him, than what men are endowed with in 

Vol. II, Aa common. 
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3 17 8 © common. But from a man exalted, by the 


A. D. voice of his equals, from a ſubject to. a king, 
1764. © from a man voluntarily elected to reign over thoſe 


© by whom he was choſen, every thing is expected 
© that can poſſibly deſerve. and adorn. 4 crown, 


© © Gratitude to his people is the firſt great duty of 


© ſuch a monarch; for to them alone (under Proyi. 
C dence) he is indebted that he is one. A king, 


C who is ſo by birth, if he acts in a manner deroga- 


© tory to his ſtation, is a ſatire only on himſelf; 
© but an elected one, who behaves inconſiſtently 
© with his dignity, reflects diſhonour alſo on his 
© ſubjects. Your majeſty, I am ſure, will pardon 
© this warmth. It is the effuſion of the ſincereſt 
© regard, The amiable part of the picture is not 
* ſo much a leſſon of what you ought to be, as a 

© prophecy of what your majeſty will be .. 

Ix the month of Auguſt, this year, Frederick 
made a Journey into Sileſia, accompanied by his 
brother prince Henry. The deſign of this ex- 
curſion appears to have been, to make ſuch 
obſervations relative to the ſtate of the country, 
and the manners and cuſtoms of the inhabitants, 2 
would the better enable him to make proper re- 
gulations for the government of the province. In 


the courſe of the year, .he alſo made ſome newre- 


235 Annual Regifter, vol. VII. p. 14. Gent. Mag. vol 
XXXIV. p. 459, 460. 


236 Gent. Mag. ubi ſupra, p. 446. 
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Uulations in his dominions, with reſpect to ſchools, Cue. 
and the police 7. 7 
Ix 1765, the king eſtabliſhed an office of in- 17695. 85 


ſurance at Berlin; an inſtitution which, he juſtly 
ſuppoſed, might be very beneficial to his ſubjects. 
The letters patent for eſtabliſhing this office were 
to be in force for thirty years; during which time 
no other inſurance office was to be ſet on foot in 
any of the Pruſſian dominions *. About this 
time Frederick alſo eſtabliſhed * the Military 
« Academy” ar Berlin [x]. He likewiſe found- 

m Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 77. 

*% Annual Regiſter, vol. VIII. p. 68. 

v] Of this inſtitution the following account has been given: 
„The Mirtrazr ACADEMY is agreeably fituated on the 
* banks of the Sprey, oppoſite to the royal palace. In this 
* ſchool, which is under the wiſeſt and beſt regulations, fifteen 
young gentlemen, ſelected from the corps of noble cadets, are 
maintained and educated at the king's expence. Their dreſs, 
© which is a plain uniform, confiſts of a blue coat, and yellow 
© waiſtcoat and breeches, with white buttons. To every three 
* ſtudents an old, ſenſible, and experienced officer is appointed 
* as governor, to be conſtantly near his pupils, and preſide over 
© their education. The three pupils ſleep together in the ſame 
chamber, and have a lacquey, in the livery of the houſe, for 
their attendant. The manner in which theſe young gentlemen 
© are educated, is admirably calculated to render them uſeful 
members of ſociety, and to inſpire them with notions ſuited 
to their birth: for they are uſually of the beſt families. They 
©are inſtructed in all the hving languages, and in the different 
* ſciences, by excellent maſters or profeſſors, who are generally 
members of the academy of ſciences. Each ſtudent has a 
© monthly allowance of nine crowns for pocket-money. Their 

Aa 2 © governors 
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Gnas. ed another inſtitution called the School of 


&© Noble Cadets [o],“ and ar £4 PR 
inf Wo 5:35 e Dorle gr: J houſe,“ 
8 governors are to take care, | that this "money is not peak 
« improperly. In winter, they go in a body twice a weck 
the French comedy; in fine weather, they make excurſions 
into the country; one or two of their governors are always of 
« thele parties. Theſe gentlemen, likewiſe, take it in turn to 
« attend the ſtudents to the riding-houſe, and in their other 
« exetciſes.” All the governors and ſtudents dine together in 2 
large hall; and the management of the houſe is entruſted toa 
« privy-counſellor, who acts under the direction of a lieutenant- 
general. This eftabliſhment is ſaid to coſt his majeſty forty- 
* five thouſand crowns annually, But, beſides the young gen- 
« tlemen who are educated in this manner at the king's expence, 
« fifteen others are adrfiitted, whoſe parents pay eight hundred 
«© crowps/per/annum for each to the director. Theſe live, and 
« are educated; previſely' in the fame way as thoſe who ate 
maintained at the king's expence;. and no one can be admitted 
on this footing” without his majeſty's expreſs” permiſſion,” 
Obſervations on” the ee Eftabliſhment, Ke. of the King 
of Pruſſia, p: 43, 44, 4. 3 ee 
for * The $CHOOL OE NOBLE, CADETS, 8 in 12 
0 reſpeRs i it may be uſeful, is by no means equal to the military 
academy. This ſchool, which is an old building, built in 
the form of a circus, was originally a theatre for the combats, 
« of wild beaſts, a barbarous diverſion much i in vogue. in Ger- 
many. They have contrived to form apartments in it, for the 
reception of three hundred and fifty cadets, the greater part of 
whom come from the remater provinces, particularly Pome- 
« rania, which ſwarms with poor nobility. 'Theſe cadets ate 
« fed in a coarſe. manner, and clothed like common ſoldiers, 
« Their education is altogether military, They are taught to 
read and write, and are likewiſe inſtructed in mathematics 
and the languages. A few old. invalids are appointed to 
« ſuperintend 
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* 


* 
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« houſe [ J,“ at Potſlam. He alſo-eftabfifticd Si 
an Eaſt India company at Embden, with liberty to x. H 
+ "rad... "bs. 
a 


« ſyperintend their man, ; but as theſe governors are ſeldom 
men of very enlarged ideas, the ſtudents cannot profit much 
« by their inſtructions, unleſs it be in the manual exerciſe, 
« which they are taught on certain days of the week, when they 
« are formed into companies for this purpoſe on the parade, 
« The king allows fix crowng,' per month, for the maintenance 
« of each cadet, The expence of their cloathing is placed to 
« the army account. This corſa. is the nurſery of ſubaltern 
« officers for the Protha : arinies.” _Obſery ations, Ke. ut upra, 


p. 45, 46. 

ſe] © The oRPHAN-HOVUSE, at "Potſdam, is an ' Amirale 
foundation, and well managed. Six thoufand children are 
' nouriſhed, clothed, and ſupported in this aſy lum at the king's 
« expence. The boys are ſoldiers born, and are diſtributed 
* through the ſeveral regiments, as ſoon as they arrive at the 
« ave that fits them for ſervice. The gitls (who, by the bye, 
are allowed too much liberty) are maintained in the hodſe till 
they are placed out, or married. Several foundations of this 
* kind, though on a ſmaller ſcale, are to be met with in other 
* parts of the Pruſſian dominions. The building for this pur- 
© poſe at Potſdam, is of ati immenſe ſize, and extremely elegant. 
© The number of children that are admitted into it is unlimit-. 
* ed; and not only orphans, but the children of ſoldiers, or 
* peaſants, who are unable to maintain them, are all received 
t without any trouble, no diſtinction being made between a 
© baſtard, and a legitimate offspring. Indeed; the meaſures 
taken by his Pruſſian majeſty, to promote the propagation of 
* the ſpecies in his territories, are not a little extraordinary, 

pregnancy is rendered reſpectable, however it has been 
acquired. A big belly ſecures, by law, the licentious 
daughter from the reproaches of her parents, and a maid- 

' errant from the cenſures of her maſter and miſtreſs, who ace 
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trade to all parts of the Eaſt Indies. But thi 
company were not ſucceſsful; and ſeveral of Frede. 
rick's efforts to eſtabliſh commerce in his domi. 
nions, were rendered abortive by injudicious taxes 


monopolies, and various reſtrictions. 


O the fourteenth of July, 1765, Frederick 
William, prince-royal of Pruſſia, was married to 
the princeſs Elizabeth Chriſtina Ulrica, of Brunſ. 
wick, at Berlin. After the ceremony, which was 


performed with great pomp, the king and queen, 


| the prince-royal and his conſort, the duke of York, 


© cumftances to do it. 


the princes and princeſſes of the blood, the foreign 
miniſters, nobility, and other perſons of rank, ſup- 
ped at four tables, each of rwo hundred covers, 


After ſupper was a ball, which was opened by the 


prince and new princeſs of Pruſſia, and in which 
the king and duke of York alſo danced . The 
following year, in order to. encourage the porce- 
lain manufactory [C] in his kingdom, Frederick 


not ſuffered to turn her away, or to ill treat her, nor even to 
«- reprove her for what ſhe has done. When a girl is with child, 
* ſhe applies to a magiftrate, who fixes the place where ſhe is 1 
lie in; and the inhabitants of the town, or village, pay the 
* expences of her delivery, if ſhe or her family are not in cir 
The moment the child is born, it is put 


cout to nurſe at the expence of its parents, if they are capable 
of maintaining it. If they are not, the pariſh advances the 
* money, and is reimburſed by the king.* Ibid. p. 46, 47- 
239 Annual Regiſter, vol. VIII. p. 111. 
[Q] © The China manufacture at Berlin has made ſucha 


« progreſs towards perfection, that it — * that of 
« Dreſden, 
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made - preſents of ſuperb ſervices of china, of the Ca 75 
manuſacture of Berlin, to ſeveral German princes. ' a, DP. 


And in 1767, the princeſs Frederica Sophia Wil- 1767. 
hemina of Pruſſia, ſiſter to the prince-rcya!l, was - 
married to the prince of Orange at Berlin. This 
marriage, which was ſolemnized with great magni- 
ficence, was afterwards productive of conliderable 
effects reſpecting Holland. dl] 
Is 1768, Frederick made a donation of ond 
hundred thouſand | crowns to the inhabitants of 
Sileſia. -T his money was diſtributed among thoſe 
perſons, who,. by the conſequences of the late war, 
or by other unfortunate events, had been reduced 
tothe neceſſity of contracting debts, or mortgaging 
their eſtates . The ſame year he alſo made ſome 
new arrangements in his army; and, in particular, | 
increaſed the number of men in- all his companies | 
of infantry .. In 1769, Frederick again made a 


© Dreſden, both in beauty of painting, and elegance of pattern, 
© and is even ſaid to excel it in the materials of which it is 
* compoſed. As this manufacture is carried on for the king's 
© account, his majeſty (who underſtands perfectly the practical 
* ſcience of ways and means) employs, among others, one good 
« expedient to promote the ſale of its productions. Every Jew 
who marries, is obliged to buy directly, at the royal ware- 
* houſe, a certain quantity of china, proportioned to his cir- 
© eumſtances; and this quantity is never ſmaller than two 
hundred crowns, amoynting ſometimes to fix thouſand. - The 
* purchaſer is allowed to fell what he has bought, nay, even to 
* ſend it to foreign countries without paying duty.“ 3 
tions, &c. ut ſupra, p. 48, 49. | 
% Annual Regiſter, vol. XI. p. 76. | 2 Ibid. Pe 36, 
Aa 4 journey 
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journey into Sileſia; and, on the twenty-fifth of 


A. D. Avguſt in that year, he received a viſit from the 


1768. 


emperor of Germany [x], at Neiſs, in that duchy, 
They behaved to each other in a very cordial and 
friendly manner ; they. ſpent two nights and a day 
together; and had more than one private inter- 
view. They parted with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions 
of mutual regard, eſteem, and confidence *. 
When they dined. together, ſome of their general 
officers dined with them. Among theſe was gene- 
ral Laudohn, who had greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
againſt the king of Pruſſia, and who was going to 


place himſelf at the lower end of the table: but 


the king called out to him, ] muſt beg, general 
« Laudohn, that you will do me the favour to 
© come and ſit by me. I am much better pleaſed 


ce to have you on my ſide, than oppoſite to me.” 


Auoxd other objects of a pacific nature, to 


which the king attended, after the reſtoration of 


peace, one was, the embelliſhment of Berlin Is] 
- 5 and 


Ia] Joszxyn Beixrpicr Avcusrus, emperor of Ger- 
many, was crowned king of the Romans in 1764, and ſucceed- 
ed his father as emperor, in 1765. h 


242 Annual Regiſter, vol. XII. p. 34. 


Is] Dr. Moore ſays, that BERLIN is certainly one of the 
moſt beautiful cities in Europe. Ihe ſtreets are built in a 
very regular manner, and of a commodious breadth. In the 
< new town they are perfectly ſtraight. Frederick-ſtreet is 


© reckoned two Engliſh miles and a-half, or a French league, 


in length. Others, which go off at right angles from that, 


5 arc 
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and Potſdam, and building, in both of thoſe cities, ket. 'Þ | 
a great number of new edifices. He erected every A. D. 


year, 1768. 
— — 


«© are a mile, or a mile and a helf long.'—* There are a few 
« yery magnificent buildings in this town. The reſt are neat 
« houſes, built of a fine- white free-ſtone, generally one, or at 
« moſt two ſtories high. Here, as at Potſdam, the finiſhing 
« within does not correſpond with the elegance of the outſide, 
« and the ſoldiers are quartered on the ground-floor in rooms 
« looking to the ſtreet. The principal edifices are the king's 
palace, and that of prince Henry. Both of theſe are very 
magniſicent. The arſenal, which is a noble ſtructure, is 
« built in the form of a ſquare.— The new Roman Catholic 
church is by far the moſt elegant place of worſhip in the city, 
« The king allows the free exerciſe of every religion over all his 
dominions. He thinks the ſmalleſt controul over men's con- 
« ſciences highly unjuſt.* 

« BrRLIN, though not a fortified, is certainly a very mili- 
« tary town. When all the ſoldiers of the garriſon are preſent, 
they amount to thirty thouſand. In their general conduct 
« they are quiet, and the police of the town is pretty well re- 
* pulated, Vet there are ſome kinds of irregularities which 
* prevail in the higheſt degree. Public courtezans are more 
numerous here than in any town in Europe, in proportion to 
the number of inhabitants. They appear openly at the win- 
* dows in the day- time, becken to paſſengers as they walk in the 
* ſtreets, and ply for employment in any way they pleaſe, 
* without diſturbance from the magiſtrate.” 

* The moſt faſhionable walk, in Berlin, is in the middle of 
* one of the principal ſtreets. Before the houſes on each fide 
* thee is a cauſeway, d between theſe two cauſeways are fine 
* gravel walks, planted with lime trees. Tents are pitched 
under theſe, and ice, lemonade, and other refreſhments ſold. 
* The bands of muſic belonging to the regiments practiſe here 
in the ſummer, The company generally are in the greateſt 

number 
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Cnar. | year, at his own expence, forty houſes in Berin, 
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and thirty-two at Potſdam “ [ TJ. They were 
ID conſtrued 


number in the evening, and often walk till it is very late. 
View of Society and Manners in France, Switzerland, and 
Germany, vol. II. p. 162, 163, 177, 182. 

242 Obſervations, &c. on the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c. of 
the King of Pruſſia, p. 34- 

Ir] Dr. Burney fays, that * the road from Berlin to 
© PoTSDAM is through a deep running ſand, like the work 
parts of Norfolk and Suffolk, where there are no turnpikes, 
till within a few miles of the town; and then it is through a 
wild fore of fir-trees, with lakes frequently in fight. Upon 
a nearer approach, there is a fine opening on the left hand, 
to a very large piece of water, and a beautiful view of the 
town, in which three towers, of the ſame ſize and ſhape, 
only appear; but theſe are elegant. The reſt of the way is 
through a wood, cut into walks and rides, which interſect 
« each other, and lead to different towns and villas. 

The examination at the gates of PoTsDam is the molt 
minute and curious, both in going in, and out, which J 
have ever experienced in my travels. It could not be more 
rigorous at the poſtern of a town beſieged. Name, character, 
« whence, where, when, to whom recommended, bufineſs, ſtay, 
and ſeveral other particulars, were demanded, to which the 
« anſwers were all written down. However, a ſtranger, upon 
« his entrance into this city, is made ſome amends, by the 
variety and ſplendour of new objects, for the bad road, and 

« difficulty of admiſſion, which he has previouſly encountered, 

The ftreets are the moſt regularly beautiful which I ever 
« remember to have ſeen. The houſes all ſeem to be built of 
« white ſtone, though they are only of brick, ſtuccoed over, in 
« imitation of ſtone. A canal, ſupplied by the river Havel, 
runs through the middle of the town, which is ſituated on an 


"i iſland, called Tye WzxRDEx or Porspax, which implies 
| «an 
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conſtructed after the king's own plans; and his Cnars 
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principal architect attended to receive his orders on iy Os 
that 1768. 


« an iſland in a river. This iſland is four German miles in cir- 
« cumference, The approach to PoTspa is over a very wide 
« piece of water, by a ſtone bridge. 

The number of houſes in this city has been very much in- 
« creaſed during the reign of his preſent majeſty, and that of his 
father. At the beginning of this century, there were only 
two hundred houſes; and at preſent there are at leaſt two 
« thouſand, and ſeventeen thouſand inhabitants, excluſive. of 
© the military, which amount to about eight thouſand men. 


Four battalions of foot guards, with the ſquadron of life- 
guards, and the regiment of the prince of Pruſſia, compoſe 
« the conſtant garrifon of PoTsdaM. The uniform of the firſt 
« battalion of foot-guards is blue, embroidered with filver, and 
© turned up with red; the waiſtcoats are of pale yellow; the 
© hats, which are extremely large, have a very broad filver lace, 
in imitation of point d"eſpagne, and are cocked in the old 
« Kevenhuller faſhion, which, added to huge black whiſkers, 
« give the men a moſt formidable appearance. The fourth bat- 
« talion, called the Leſtewitz battalion, is formed of the re- 
* mains of the late king's tall grenadiers. 

The ſquares, public buildiags, and houſes of individuals 
in this city, are elegant and noble. The architecture of Pal- 
* ladio, in the Venetian ſtate, is here very frequently and ſucceſs- 
fully copied. His majeſty's preſent paſſion is for architecture, 
© in which he is ſaid to expend 200, oool. ſterling a year. 
* PorsDAM is almoſt entirely new built, from his own deſigns, 


* beſides his new palace, near Sans-Souci, and innumerable 


© houſes and palaces in Berlin, conſtructed ſince the laſt war. 


Whenever a citizen is about building a houſe, either in his 


* capital, of at Potſdam, his majeſty furniſhes the deſign, and 
© 1s 
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Cray. that head, on a certain in ever A 
XXXIIL diy 1 


alſo erected in the ſame manner, every year, a 
certain number of houſes, and often other bull. 


© iz at the expence of building the front.” Preſent State of 
Muſic in Germany, &c. vol. II. p. 115—119. 

In another. place the ſame ingenious writer, ſpeaking of 
PoTsban, ſays, * In viſiting the principal ſtreets and ſquares 
of this beautiful city, which is well-built, well-paved, magnih- 
cent, and new, I could not help obſerving, that foot 
« were here, as well as in every other city of Europe, except 
© London, expoſed to accidents from being mixed with horſs 


« and carriages, as well as from the infolence and brutality of 


their riders and drivers, for want of a, fbr. arb. 

I know not whether, it has been remarked. by writers of 
travels, that on the Jia Appia, and other antient roads in 
Italy, a place was ſet apart, on each ſide, for the convenience 
of pedeſtrians; and in viſiting Pompeia, where an entire 
antique Roman ſtreet has been dug out, I obſerved the ſame 
thing. A Roman citizen, whether patrician or plebeian, 
Vas a reſpectable character; and, perhaps, England is the only 
© country, at preſent, where the common people are ſufficiently 
« reſpected, for their lives and limbs to be thought worth 
« preſerving. 

The preſent rage for architecture, in his Pruſſian majeſty 
js carried on with ſuch exceſs, that, in PoTsbam, buildings 
« which have all the external grandeur and elegance of palaces, 
are made the habitations of common ſoldiers, who rather exiſt 
than live in them, upon five creutzers, two pence half-penny, 


© a day. However, this paſſion is hereditary ; for the late king 


of Pruſſia (Frederick William) made it a condition, in be- 
ſtowing offices.and employments about his court and perſon, 
« that each incumbent ſhould build à houſe, reſerving to hun- 
« ſelf the pleaſure of planning and conſtructing the front. 
Ibid. p. 197, 198. | 
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of his dominions . 
FREDERICK: likewiſe erected a new palace at 
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ings, at Konigſberg, * and in other _ 8051 


A. D. 
i769. 


dans-Souci, near Potſdam. Dr. Burney remarks *- 


of this palace, which is generally ſtiled THz NR 
24LACe, that it appeared to him to be one of the 
moſt elegant and perfect, which he had ſeen in 
Europe. It is conftructed,” fays he, as well 
© az moſt of the magnificent buildings in Potſdam, 
© from his majeſty's own deſigns. The front is 
decorated with fluted pilaſters, of the Corinthian 
« order, before each of which there is à ſtatue. 
© Theſe pillars are of a pale yellow colour, and the 
« reſt of the wall in imitation of red brick. A 
© cupola appears above the pediment, upon which 
dare placed, on a high. pedeltal, the three graces 
©and the ſtatues and groupes of figures, which 
© embelliſh the attic ſtory, and the baluſtrades, 
© are ſcarcely to be numbered. The apartments 
are fitted up with the utmoſt magnificence and 
© taſte, There is a ſuite of rooms appropriated to 
© almoſt every branch of the royal family. Thoſe 
* of the king, of his ſiſter princeſs Amelia, and the 
prince of Pruſſia, are the molt ſplendid. In each 
© of theſe apartments, there is a room dedicated 
to mulic, furniſhed with books, deſks, a harp- 
* fichord, and other inſtruments, His majeſty's 
concert room is ornamented with glaſſes of an 


44 Obſervations, on the (peed Eſtabliſhment, &, of the 


King of Pruſſia, p. 37. ; _ 
immenſe 


: 
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immenſe fize, and with - ſculpture, -partly gil, 


XXIII. « and partly of the moſt beautiful green varniſh, 


A. D. 
1769. 


© by Martia of Paris. The whole furniture, and 
© ornaments of this room, are in 2 moſt: refined 
and exquiſite taſte. There is a piano ferte, made 

oy Silbermann of Neuberg, beautifully varniſhed 
© and embelliſhed; and a tortoiſe- nell deſk, for 
< his majeſty's uſe, moſt richly and elegantly in- 


laid with filver. On the table lay a catalogue of 


© concertos for the new palace, and a book of 
© manuſcript Soſſeggi, as his majeſty calls them, or 
© preludes, compoſed of difficult diviſions and-pal. 
© ſages for the exerciſe of the hand, as the vocal 
© Selfezge are for the throat. His majeſty has 
© books of this kind, for the uſe of his flute, in 


the muſic room of every one of his palaces.” 


in gilt ſtucco frames, painted by Rode, the ſub- 


In every apartment of the new palace through 
© which I was conducted, there appeared a ſtudied 
© elegance and delicacy in the furniture, which! 
© had never met with before. The taſte, indeed, 
© is rather that of France than Italy : however, it 
© is the beſt of the kind, and includes both elegance 
and convenience. The hall, called THE MaR3L: 
© GALLERY, is truly ſuperb, and worthy of royalty. 
© It is extremely ſpacious and lofty, and is totally 
«© encruſted with red ſpotted marble, called Re 
«© Carolini, mixed with white Italian marble. - The 
* pavement likewiſe is of white marble, and the 
cieling is ornamented with. three large pictures 


« ject 
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jets. of which are morning, noon, and night. E — xm 3 
Though his majeſty's principal collection of A 
(paintings, is in che picture gallery at Sans-Souci, . 
yet there are two or three rooms in the n 
palace, very rich in works of capital Italian 
© maſters. | But it is out of my province to 
© enumerate theſe: and for the coſtly gold and 
« filver hangings, the exquiſitely varniſhed wain- 
© ſcots, rich cielings, or Moſaic floors, they are 
© not to be deſcribed. 

_ © OpposiTE to the great front af this palace, 
there are two elegant buildings of white ſtone, 
joined together, by a ſuperb ſemi-circular colon- 
© nade of fluted pillars, of the Corinthian order. 
© Theſe buildings are called; the GREAT COM- 
ons; in the lower part of which are the 
© kitchens, cellars, and other offices; and, in the 
© upper ſtories, lodging-rooms for the king's at- 
© tendants, and for foreigners of diſtinction. At 
© the front of each building, there is a double cir- 
' cular eſcalier, which leads to a colonnade of in- 
* ſulated and fluted Corinthian pillars, which ſup- 
port a pediment, ornamented with flatues: at 
each wing is placed a ſmall tower, with a cupola. 
The idea of theſe buildings is taken from the 
* ruins of Palmyra. Indeed, his Pruſſian majeſty 
* has made as frequent uſe of the remains of Athens, 
Palmyra, and Balbec, in the temples, ruins, 
and other buildings, in his gardens, as he has, 
| © at 
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eat Potſdam, of the deſigns of Palladio, Sai. 
* fovino, and Scammozi AZ. © 
1 THE ground on which this new palace was ered. 
| ed, was before a moraſs, and the whole country 
around was naked and barren ; 'and with a reference 
to the king's known' infidelity; and to the rapidir 
with which this palace was conſtructed, and the 
face of the country changed, it was ſaid by à Ger- 
man wit, © It muſt be allowed, that his majeſty 
te performs miracles, though he believes none 4. 


iy . Faxvznick purchaſed a great number of paint. 
1 ings for the decoration of his palaces; but, in 
Th Making his purchaſes, he paid little attention to 
4 the. opinions of connoiſſeurs. Without apy regard 
* to the names of painters, he ſelected ſuch pieces 
2 only as appeared to himſelf to be excellent. It 
. . & has.no weight with him,” ſays Dr. Moore, * that 
Fl © the piece is ſaid to be by Raphael, Guido, or 
4 © Correggio. If he ſee no beauty in it, he fins 
#4 © ſo, and without ceremony prefers the work of 
we © modern or obſcure painter. This is conſideted 


< by many critics in painting as blaſpherny, and 
© ſhocks them mote chan any other ſpecies of im- 
2 "© piety. A painter, and great cotinoifſeur,  whot 
the king had diſguſted, by rejecting ſome picture 
© of. his recommending,” and by purchaſing others 
© which he had condemned, faid, ſpeaking of the 


"245 preſent "State. of "Mokie f in Gexitany, Ke. vol. 1 
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king, © The man imagines, becauſe he can play Cnar. 


« on the German flute, and has been praiſed A. P. 


« by a parcel of poets and philoſophers, and 1799 
has gained ten or a dozen battles, that there= _ 


« fore he underſtands painting. But fighting 


« battles is one thing, and a true knowledge of 


painting is another, and that he will find to his 
« coſt 297,” 

Bur though the king had no partiality for antient 
painters of great name, if he could not find excel- 
lence in their works, he had yet a great prejudice 


againſt German artiſts. One day colonel Quintus 


ſhewed him a picture of conſiderable merit, which at 
firſt he greatly admired ; but when he was informed, 
that it was painted by a German artiſt, who hved 
at Berlin, he ſaid, «© I do not like it; take it 
« away.” The painter was ſo much exaſperated 


at the reception which his picture had met with 


from the king, that when it was returned to him, 


he threw it into the fire. Soon after Frederick 


wanted a picture to fill up a vacant place, and told 
Quintus, that he would purchaſe the picture that 
he had before rejected. Quintus informed him, 
that this was impoſſible ; becauſe the painter, find» 
ing that he could not pleaſe his majeſty, had burnt 
his picture. Well, Quintus, ſaid the king, 
« that I call caprice.” Tes, fire,” replied the 
view of Society and Manners in France, Switzerland, 
and Germany, vol, II. p. 123, 124. edit. 1788. 
Vol. II. | © colonel, 
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colonel, ** though he is a German artiſt, he has al 
« the caprice of an Italian “.“ 

Fzeperick diſcovered a ſimilar prejudice againf 
mademoiſelle Schmeling, now the celebrated 
madame Mara, when he was requeſted to hear her 
ling. It was with much difficulty that he was pre- 
vailed upon to hear her: © A German finger!” 
faid he; © I ſhould as ſoon expect to receive plea- 
« fire from the neighing of my horſe *9,” But 
when he had heard her, he was ſo much delighted 
with her performance [v], that he took her into 
his ſervice, and gave her a penſion, of four thou- 
fand crowns . 

"Hrs prejudices againſt German artiſts Sem to 
have been extended to workmen of eyery kind, in 
whoſe performances any degree of ingenuity could 
be exhibited, He had been preſented, by the count 
de Rothenburg, with a ſnuff-box, of very curious 
workmanſhip, which he ſuppoſed to have been 
made at Paris, and which, under that idea, he 
* Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. IV. p. io. 
Anecdotes and Characteriſtics of Frederick the Great, vol. IL 
p. 148, 149- 


_ - 249 Burney's Preſent. State of Muſic, ut ſupra, p. 110, 111, 


v] Dr. Burney ſays, After he had heard her ſing one ſong, 


- © his majeſty is ſaid to have ſought among his manuſcript muſic 


for the moſt difficult airs in his collection, in order to try her 
5 powers, as much as to gratify his own ear; but ſhe executed, 
* at ſight, whatever he commanded her to perform, in all ſtyles, 
as well as if ſhe had practiſed each of theſe compoſitions dur- 
ing her whole life.” Preſerit'State of Muſic, ut ſupra, p. 11h 


. 239 Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, ut ſupra. 


great 
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a greatly admired. But when, aſter having had it Cuar. 

fr a conſiderable time, he accidentally diſcovered I 
nf that it had been really made at Berlin, he would 1769. 
keep it no longer, but gave it away to one of _— 
attendants ***. 


231 Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, 8 p. 9· 
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he H A P. XXXI V. 

The r of Profiia pays a wiſit 76 the emperor, af 
Neuftadt, in Moravia.— The territcries of Dait- 
zick muaded by Pruffan trocp.— Partition ef 
Poland, 


A the king of Pruſſia had received a viſit 
from the emperor of Germany in Sileſia, in 
the year 1769, in the following year he paid a viſit 
to the emperor, in his turn, at Neuſtadt in Mo- 
ravia. It was on the third of September, 1770, 
that Frederick arrived at the emperor's camp; the 
meeting between theſe two great princes was ap- 
parently attended with much mutual eſteem and 
regard [V]; and a grand review was made of the 
Auſtrian troops for the king's entertainment. But, 
at the preſent period, Frederick's own troops were 
not wholly inactive: on the twenty-ninth of the 
ſame month, a body of Pruſſian troops made a 
ſudden irruption, at two o'clock in the- morning, 
into the territories of Dantzick, where they ſur- 
prized ſeveral of the out-poſts, ſeized the cannon, 


Lo] © The meeting between theſe great monarchs was in 

« appearance ſo cordial and affectionate, as greatly to affect the 
© beholders, particularly the troops, many of whom remember: 
ed, and had experienced, the fatal conſequences of the ani 
© moſity that had ſo long ſubſiſted between the two familie. 
Anau *** vol. XIII. p. 42, 43. 
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and made the men priſoners. They were after- — — 
wards reinforced to the number of five thouſand, A. D. : 
and encamped about four miles from the city, 177. 
where they continued ſome weeks, but obſerved an 
exact diſcipline ***. The pretence for this invaſion 
of the territories of Dantzick was, that the ma- 
giſtrates had forbidden the Pruſſian recruiting of- 
ficers to levy men within their free city; and that 
the poſt-maſter had refuſed to paſs ſome caſks of 
filver, which came for the Pruſſian reſident, with- 
out examination. It was remarked; that the com- 
plaint founded on the laſt of theſe cauſes, was the 
more groundleſs, as the poſt- office belonged to the 
king of Poland, and the magiſtrates had no autho- 
nity over it“. 
Tue inhabitants of Dantzick, nn ſecured 
their gates, immediately applied to all the foreign 
miniſters, to write to their reſpective courts, to 
ſolicit their protection, or interceſſion in their favour. 
But no effectual interpoſition was made in their be- 
half: and the reſult was, that, in about a month, 
the eity, upon agreeing to pay ſeventy- five thou- 
land ducats, and ſubſcribing to certain conditions, 
was admitted to depute two counſellors, to make a 
ſubmiſſion to his Pruſſian majeſty, The conditions 
were; firſt, that they ſhould ſettle and pay, with- 
out delay, all the demands made by the king's 
ſubjects on the city or burghers; ſecondly, that 
the Pruſſians ſhould have liberty to enliſt recruits; 
2 Annaal Regiſter, vol. XIII. p. 43. 53 14 ibid. 
B b 3 thirdly, 
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8 thirdly, that che inhabitants of Dantzick ſhouly Ml | 
D. not harbour any Pruſſian deſerters; fourthly, that 

| 00> the money conſigned to the Pruſſian reſident ſhovld Ml | 
not be liable to inſpection; and, fifthly, that de 
inhabitants ſhould . comport themſelves in ſuch a MI 
te. manner, as not to give any future cauſe of com. 
- plaint to his Pruſſian majelty *5*.” At the ſame WM 
time, all the Pruſſian ſubjects, who were reſident Ml 
at Dantzick, were peremptorily ordered to returm Wl 
to their reſpective countries [W]. 
FREDERICK was, indeed, now ſo much deter. 
mined to increaſe the population. of his own domi- 
nions, that he adopted very extraordinary methods 
for that purpoſe. His troops entered into Great 
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| 
. 3 Poland, in the year 1771; and, during the ſpac i 
. of that year, he is ſaid to have carried off from that WI 
3 Province, and from the neighbourhood, at a mode - 
3 rate computation,” twelve thouſand families . WW 
| 'Y n the ene of October, in the ſame year, 
3,28 
5 1 Annual Regiſter, vol. XIII. p. 44 
1 tv] It has been remarked, that © Nothing could he war 
Fo | „ arbitrary, nor attended with circumſtances of greater cruelty 


than this act. Many of theſe people had married, had formed 
all their connections, had acquired confiderable fortunes, and | 
had ſpent the principal part of their lives in that great trading 
* city. So that this order carried along with it all the pungent 
« ſtings of baniſhment from a native country, at the moſt criti 
. e periods, and in the moſt intereſting ſituations of life. 
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te king of Prulſia alſo publiſhed” an edict in chat 
province, commanding every perſon, under the 
ſerereſt penalties, to take in payment for: forape3 
proviſions, corn, and horſes, the money offered 
by his troops and commiſſaries. This moneyawas 
either ſilver, beating the impreſſion of Poland, and 
exactly worth one third of its nominal valueg or 
ducats ſtruck in imitation of Dutch ducats, ſeven- 
teen per cent. inferior to the reał ducats of H 
land ***, With this baſe money [x] he bought up 
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1777. 


56 ind's Letters concerning the 1 State of Poland, 


ut ſupra. 

[x] It appears that Frederick at ſeveral different times coined 
money, the real value of which was greatly inferior to what it 
paſſed for; and though his ſubjects were directed to take it, his 
revenue officers were forbidden to take it again in taxes, When 
ſome of this baſe money was in circulation, the king was one 
dy riding near Potſdam, and over-heard a diſpute between-a 
baker and a peaſant, occaſioned by the refuſal of the latter to 


take ſome of this bad money in exchange. The king rode up 


to the peaſant, and aſked him, what was the reaſon that he 
would not take the money? The peaſant looked him full in the 
face, and ſaid dryly, Will you take it yourſelf?” The "king 
made him no anſwer, but turned his horſe's bead. and 
rode off. 
| Mr. Lind ſays, © The king of Pruſſia, during the laſt war, 
* over-run all Germany and Polaud with falſe and adulterate 
„coin. Inſtead of calling it in, at the end of the wat, he 
* cried it down, and declared it no longer current in his own 
' dominions. As he had bought up, during the war, many 
* cattle and much corn in Poland, that Kingdom ſuffered ſevere- 
y by this unuſual proceeding. All the good filver*infenfibly 
' diſappeared, The proportion betweeh the maſs of ſilver and 
gold was deſtroyed.“ Letters conterning Poland,” PAD, 41. 
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SN oorn, and forage, enough not on'y to ſupply his 


army for two whole years, but to ſtock magazines 


1. in the country itſelf, where the inhabitants were 
jfaorced to come and re- purchaſe corn for their daihy 


ſubſiſtence, at an advanced price, and with good 
money, his commiſſaries refuſing to take the ſame 
coin they had paid. It is ſaid, that, at the loweſt 


calculation, © he gained, by this maſterly and 


«honeſt manceuvre, ſeven millions of dollars Iv]. 


Te! Mr. Lind ſays, Frederick having ripped the country 
of money and proviſions, he thought it, I ſuppoſe, an act of 
« Humanity to thin it ill more of inhabitants. He hit upon a 
new contribution. Every town and village was obliged to 
« furniſh a certain number of marriageable girls ; the parents to 
give, as a portion, a feather-bed, four pillows; a cow, two 

* hogs, and three ducats in gold. A letter, I received from 
« Poſnania, in the month of March laſt, (1973) informed me, 
that a little town, called Korztraym, with its; dependencies, 
vas forced to furniſh general Belling fifty marriageable girls, 


with each this portion; and a correſpondent I have at Star- 


« gard, a town belonging to the king of Pruſſia, informed me 
about the ſame time, that ſeveral waggons filled with this 
new kind of contribution had paſſed through that ton. 
His exaQtions from the abbeys, n 
* nobles, were ſo heavy, and exceeded at laſt their abilities ſo 
much, that the prieſts abandoned the churches, and the nobles 
+ their lands. Thoſe whom age or infirmities prevented from 
flying, were bound hand and foot, and carried off as crimi- 
nals. Theſe exactions continued with unabated rigour, 
* from the year 1770 to the time the treaty of partition wa 
declared, and poſſeſſion taken of the provinces uſurped. The 
ſoſs of inhabitants is not eafily to be calculated: that of money 
has been, I believe, moderately computed at three millions of 
2 ducats. Letters concerning Poland, ut ſupra, p. 114,11 5,116. 
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- Besrpzs theſe unjuſtifiable actions, of which 
king of Prue was guilty at the preſent period he x 
bad alſo a great ſhare, and is ſaid to haue been the 
prime Mover kel. in the 3 of Poland: 

0 #171 £ iq 29. 2 is ao1511 The 
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18 M. 2. whh 2 appears to o have had rery accurate in- 


formation reſpecting the ſteps chat were taken; prepatatory to 
the Partition of Poland, ſavs, © The Pax TI TON r Pol AND 


« was firſt projected by the king of Pruiſia. Poliſh, or- Weſtern | 


« Pruſſia, had long been an object of his ambition, Exclufively 
vob its fertility; commerce, and population, its local fituation 
rendered it highly Valuable to that monarch. It lay between 
is German'domintons and Eaſtern Pruflia,” and while 'poſ- 
© {&ſed by the Poles, cut off, at their will, all communication 
© between them. During the courſe of the laſt general war; he 
© experienced the ' moſt fatal effects from this disjoĩnted Nate of 
© his territories. By the acquiſition of Weſtern Pruſſia, his 
r lorminions would be rendered compact, and his troops, in 
© time” of war; be able to march from Berlin to Koningſberg 
without interruption. The period was now arrived, when 
he fituation of Poland ſeemed to protaiſe che attainment of 
this favourite object. He purſued it, however, with all the 
* caution of an able politician. On the commencement of the 
troubles, he ſhewed no eagerneſs to interfere in the affairs of 
this country; and although he had concurred with the em- 
« preſs of Ruſſia in raiſing Staniſlaus Auguſtus to the chtond of 
© Poland, yet he declined taking any active part in his lag dur 
© againſt the confederates. Afterwards, in 1769, when "the 


* wivle kingdom became convulſed throughout with civil E5m- | 


motions, and deſolated Tikewiic by the ' plague; he, uider 

' pr-tence of forming lines to prevent the ſpreading of tlie in- 
* ſection,” advanced bis LOO into Telit Prufſia, and $6cupied 
* that whole diſtrict. eager; + 


_ © Thongh'now completely maſter of the country, b no 


, means N N ER of any formidable kelttaßce from the dif- 
6 united 
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Cnay. The divided and unhappy ſtate of that country, 
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rendered it the more eaſy for the uſurping powers 


to 


united and diſtracted Poles; yet, as he was well aware that 
the ſecurity of his new acquiſition depended upon the acquieſ- 
© cence of Ruſſia and Auftria, he planned the Partition of Po- 
land. He communicated the project to the emperor, either 
« during their interview at Neiſs, in Sileſia, in 1769, or in 
* that of the following year, at Neuſtadt; from whom the 
© overture met with a ready concurrence, Joſeph, who had 
before ſecretly encouraged the confederates, and even com- 
© menced a negociation with the Porte againſt Ruſſia, now ſud- 
« denly altered his meaſures, and increaſed} his army towards 
the Poliſh frontiers. - The plague preſenting to him, as well 
. © as to the king of Pruſſia, a ſpecious motive: for ſtationing 
troops in the dominĩons ot the republic, he gradually extend- 
"© ed his lines; and, in 1772, occupied the whole territory 
* which ke has fince diſmembered. But, notwithſtanding this 
change in his ſentiments, his real views upon Poland were at 
« firſt ſo effectually concealed, that the Poliſh rebels conceived 
that the Auſtrian army was advancing to act in their favour; 
not ſuppoſing it poſſible, that the rival courts of LS 
Berlin could act in concert. 
Nothing more remained towards completing the partition, 
* than the acceſſion of the empreſs of Ruſſia, That great 
* princeſs was too diſcerning a politician not to regard with a 
« jealous eye the introduction of foreign powers into Poland. 
Poſſeſſing an uncontrouled aſcendancy over the whole country, 
* ſhe could propoſe no material advantage from the formal 
* acquiſition of a part; and muſt purchaſe a moderate addition 
to her territory by a conſiderable ſurrender of authority, 
«* 'The king of Pruſſia, well acquainted with the true intereſi 
of Ruſſia in regard to Poland, and with the capacity of the 
* empreſs to diſcern thoſe intereſts, forebore (it is ſaid) open- 
ing any negociation on the ſubject of the partition, until ſhe 
6. was 
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” to ſucceed in this iniquitous traniaction. The Po- 
7 jiſþ nation was involved in a civil war, which had 
= taken 
5 « was involved in a Turkiſh war. At that crifts he diſpatched 
of. « his brother prince Henry to Peterſburgh, who ſuggeſted to 
* « the empreſs, that the houſe of Auſtria was forming an alli- 
i « ance with the Porte, which, if it took place, would create a 
in « moſt formidable combination againſt her; that, nevertheleſs, 
the « the friendſhip of that houſe was to be purchaſed by acceding 
ad « to the partition; that, upon this condition, the emperor was 
m- « willing to renounce his connexion with the grand ſignior, 
ad. and would fuffer the Ruſſians to proſecute the war without 


ds © interruption. Catharine, anxious to puſh her conqueſts 
vell « againſt the Turks, and dreading the interpoſition of the 
ing « emperor in that quarter; perceiving likewiſe, from the inti- 
nd- mate union between the courts of Vienna and Berlin, that it 
ory would not be in her power, at the preſent juncture, to pre- 
this vent the intended partition, cloſed with the propoſal ; and 
e at « ſeleted no inconſiderable portion of the Poliſh territories for 
ved « herſelf, The treaty was ſigned at Peterſburgh, in the begin- 


ur ; ning of February, 1772, by the * Auſtrian, and Pruſ- 
and « fan plenipotentiaries, 

As the troops of the three courts were already in poſſeſſion 
jon, of the greateſt part of Poland, the confederates, hemmed in 
rent * on all fides, were ſoon routed and diſperſed; and Europe 
th 4 * waited in anxious expectation what would be the iſſue of this 


unexpected union. Yet, ſuch was the profound ſecrecy with 


ntry, * which the partitioning powers proceeded, that, for ſome time 
rmal * after the ratification of the treaty, only vague conjectures were 


* entertained even at Warſaw concerning their real intentions; 
and the late lord Cathcart, the Engliſh miniſter at Peterſ- 
* burgh, was able to obtain no authentic information of its 
* ſignature, until two months after the event. The firſt formal 
notification of any pretenſions to the Poliſh territory was in 
* the month of September, 77. announced to the oy and 
i * ſenate 
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Car, taken its riſe from the bigotry of the Romifh 


* clergy [A]; and more than two hundred: thouſand 


of 
* ſenate aſſembled at Warſaw, by the Imperial ambaſſador, 
«* which was ſoon followed by the memorials of the Ruſſian and 
« Pruſſian courts, ſpecifying their reſpective claims. Tracht 
into Poland, Ruſſia, &c. vol. I. p. 65-0. edit. 8vo. 1787, 
[a] In 1566, two Poliſh gentlemen preſented a petition to 
the king of Poland, in the name of all the Proteſtantinobility, 
and in behalf alſo of the members of the Greek church, wherein 
they demanded to be reinſtated in their antient rights and privj, 
leges, and to be placed upon the ſame footing in every reſped 
with the Roman Catholic ſubjects of Poland. The Proteftatiy 
and members of the Greek church, who were conjointly:callet 
the Diſſidents, ſaid in their petition, * The difference of ſenti, 
ments upon ſome points of religion among Chriſtians, ought 
not to enter into any conſideration with regard to the employ- 
ments of the ſtate. The different ſects of Chriſtians, although 
they differ in opinion among themſelves with reſpect to ſome 
points of doctrine, agree all in one point, that of being faith. 
ful to their ſovereign, and obedient to his orders. All the 
« Chriſtian courts are convinced of this truth; and, therefore, 
* having always this principle in view, and without having any 
« regard to the religion they profeſs, Chriſtian princes ought 
* only to ſeek after thoſe, whoſe merit and talents make them 
capable of ſerving their country properly. The claims of the 
Diſſidents were founded upon juſtice and reaſon, and were ſup- 
ported by the courts of Peterſburgh, of London, of Berlin, 
and of Copenhagen. But the Roman Catholic clergy of Po- 
land vehemently oppoſed the claims of the Diſſidents, and a 
civil war took place, which was increaſed by the improper in. 
terference of the Ruſſians in the affairs of the republic. It wa 
natural that the king of Pruſſia, from the ſentiments of religiow 


toleration that he had always avowed, ſhould eſpouſe the cauſt 


of the Diſſidents; but, from the manner in pen 
| | i 
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of the Poles had been alſo carried off by the pelt Cue. 
lence. At this diſtreſsful period, the project of the 1 
partition was formed; by which ſome of the fineſt 1772. 


provinces of Poland el diſmembered from the re- 
public, and divided among the uſurping powers [x]. 
They found it difficult ar firſt to ſettle their re- 
ſpective claims; but it was at length agreed, that 
Poliſh Pruſſia, and ſome diſtricts bordering upon 
Brandenburgh, ſhould be allotted to the king of 
Profiia; almoſt all the ſouth-eaſtern parts of the 


kingdom, borderingupon Hungary, together with 


the rich ſalt· works of the crown, were appropriated, 
to the empreſs-queen ;* and a large diſtrict of 
country about Mohilow, upon the banks of the 
Dnieper, was taken ng: of by the pl of 
uuf. 


i was ſafficiently mani ſeſt, der bis chief alm, in interfering in 
te affairs of Poland, was to promote the views of his own 
imbition. 

[8] The conſtitution of the Poliſh government was in many 
reſpects ſo bad, that if a change had been made in it even by 
violent methods, it might not upon the whole have been pre- 
judicial to the people. But the partitioning powers had no 
viſh to remedy the defects of the Poliſh government. On the 
contrary, they laboured to perpetuate, in thoſe parts of the 
country which they did not ſeize for themſelves, the worſt parts 
of the Poliſh conſtitution. * Under pretence, ſays Mr. Coxe, 
aof amending the conſtitution, they have confirmed all its de- 
' fets; and have taken effeftual precautions to render this un- 


happy country incapable of emerging from its preſent deplor- 


able ſtate.” Travels, ut ſupra, p. 76. 
[e] Mx, Coxe ſays, that © of the diſmembered countries, 
8 is the largeſt, the Auſtrian the moſt 
; © populous, 
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k= 5-3 Tux courts of London, Paris, Stockholm, and th 
A. B. Copenhagen, remonſtrated againſt the partition of wi 
1772 Poland; but as theſe remonſtrances were not ſup. WM * 
ported by affording any effectual aſſiſtance to the MI 
Poles, they were without effect. A declaration 


3 was publiſhed by the king and ſenate of Polang, MW * 
| dated at Warſaw, Oct. 17, 1772, and ſigned by 1 
* | | © populous, and the Pruſſian the moſt commercial. The popt- ! 
15 lation of the whole amounts to near 5,000,000 of ſouls; the of 
4 | « firſt contains 1,500,000, the ſecond 2,500,000, and the thint (Wl ** 
9 860, ooo. Weſtern Pruſſia was the greateſt loſs to Poland, wu Wl * 
6 | * by the diſmemberment of that province, the navigation of the Ml * © 
1 Vifttuls entirely depends upon the king of Pruſſia, By the © 
* © loſs conſequently of this diſtrict, a fatal blow was given to © 
5 * the trade of Poland: for his Pruſſian majeſty has laid ſuch | 


I © heavy duties upon the merchandize paſſing to Dantzick, as 
« greatly to diminiſh the commerce of that town, and to tranſ- 
« fer a conſiderable portion of it to Memel and Koningfberg.” 

It is farther obſerved by Mr. Coxe, that * Although the 
limits of Poland were ſetiled by the treaty of partition, yet 


LP » f 
— 15 

A ... ARE: 
— * 7 * 
** Ss = — — p 


9 the Auſtrians and Pruſſians continually extended their fron- f 
17 tiers: the emperor ſeiaed upon Caſimir, and even avowed an th 
| . intention of taking poſſeſſion of Cracow and Kaminiee;. while  * of 
bl © Frederick alleged theſe uſurpations as juſtification for fai WY n. 
on n encroachments on his part; urging, that he could not, con T1 
. * fſiſtent with his own ſecurity, tee the emperor increaſing his | 
i « dominions without following his example, and aſſuming an lp 
115 « equivalent. Catharine was forced for a time to connive at Wl 20 
Fl. « theſe encroachments ; but no ſooner was peace eſtabliſhed with p. 
it «© the Turks, and the rebellion of Pugatcheff cruſhed, than tbe Wl c 
| « immediately turned her whole attention to Poland; and itis Wi. 

«© owing to her ſpirited remonſtrances,” that both Auftrians and de 

« Pruflians have relinquiſhed their uſurpations, Mad fonſined ter 

| « themſelves to the limits marked by the treaty of partition, 

Travels, ubi —— p. 73» 74. 10 


ee e fo & > e $4 . fl 


*» 6 SS 5 © BY & Þ & 7 » & & TT * =». 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 


333 


te great chancellors of Poland and Lithuania, in Caen 


«hich are the following paſſages: The rights of © ro i 


the republic to all her provinces, have every 1773. 


« poſſible mark of ſolidity and authenticity. An 


« uninterrupted poſſeſſion of many ages, avowed. 
and maintained by the moſt ſolemn treaties, and 
particularly by thoſe of Velaw and Oliva, guaran- 


© tied by the houſe of Auſtria, by the crowns of 


« France, England, Spain, and Sweden; by the. 


c "treaty of 1686, with Ruſſia; by the expreſs and 
recent declarations of this laſt power ;—by thaſe 


of Pruſſia in 1674 3 . laſtly, by treaties with 


the houſe of Auſtria, now in full force and vigour. 
© On theſe foundations the rights of the republic 
* are grounded. The court of Warſaw contents 


« itſelf with barely pointing them out at preſent, 


' reſerving the right of ſupporting them by proofs 
© more ample and particular in time and place. 
War titles can the three powers oppoſe to 
' theſe? If they are titles dug out of the obſcurity 
' of antient times, of thoſe times of ſudden and 
* momentary revolutions, which erected and de- 
ſtroyed, ceded and reſtored ſtates, in the ſhort 
' ſpace of a few months or years; theſe titles, if 
admitted, would re-unite . to the kingdom of. 
poland many provinces, which formerly belonged. 
"to it, but which for many years have been 
occupied by the. very powers who now form oy 
* tenſions on her. 
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Cuar. gor as it is undeniable, that not only tranſ. 


n © ations buried in the oblivion of diſtant ages, but 


1772 © all tranſactions whatever, are annihilated by ſub. 

© ſequent ſtipulations; as all the later ſtipulations 
© between Poland and her neighbours oppoſe direct. 
ly the partition they would now make, it follows, 
© that the titles, on which that partition is founded, 
cannot be admitted, without undermining” the 
*-rights of every ſtate, without _—y hav 
0 throne from its foundation.” © 


Tux preſent proceedings of the three courts 


giving the moſt ſerious ſubject of complaint to 
© the king, and the duties of his crown not per- 
* ming him to be ſilent on this occafion, he de. 
© Elares, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he looks 
upon the actual ſeizure of the provinces of Po- 
© land, by the courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh, and 
Berlin, as unjuſt, violent, and contrary to his 
© lawful rights: he appeals to the treaties, and 
<- powers guarantees of his kingdom and its appur- 
© tenances. And, laſtiy, full of confidence in the 
© juſtice of the Almighty, he lays his rights at the 
< feet of the eternal throne ; and puts his cauſe into 
© the hands of the King of kings, the ſupreme 
Judge of nations: and, in the full aſſurance of 
his ſuccour, he proteſts ſolemnly, and before the 
© whole univerſe, againſt every ſtep taken, or to 
© be taken, towards the r of Mc 
8 land 257 ? 


* Lind's Letters concerning Poland, p- * you wh 
339- Annual Regiſter for the year 1772, p. 254, 255. 


Nor. 
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Norwirksraxbixc the appeals of the king and Qnar. 
people of Poland, againſt the violence and injuſtice A. B. 


of thoſe who had taken poſſeſſion of their domi- 177. 
nions, they were at length compelled, as they re- 


ceived no aſſiſtance from any foreign ſtate, to ſub- 
mit to the diſmemberment of the territories of the 


republic, by the ſuperior power of the three uſurp- 


ing potentates; and a pretended diet was even held 


at Warſaw, by which the treaty of partition was 


ratified. But before that event could take place, 


the king of Pruſſia publiſhed what he called let- 
ters patent,” in which he ſtated his claims, and 
zppointed a day for all the inhabitants of thoſe diſ- 
tits, which he had ſeized, to do homage, and 
take the oaths of allegiance and fidelity to him, in 
the preſence of commiſſaries appointed by him for 
that purpoſe. * We perſuade ourſelves,” ſaid he, 
that all the inhabitants of the ſaid diſtricts will 
conform themſelves to theſe our orders; but if, 
* contrary to our expectations, any perſon ſhould 
' preſume to diſobey the ſame, by neglecting to 
take the oath of allegiance, refuſing to ſubmit 
* himſelf to our dominion, and to acknowledge us 
for his maſter [Do], or by reſiſting our troops, 
© and 

ſv] A very ſhort time was allowed for the inhabitants of 
teſe diſtricts to do homage to the king of Pruſſia, and to take 
the oaths of allegiance to him: for the letters patent were dated 
t Berlin on the thirteenth of September, 1772, and the day 
fixed for doing homage, and taking the oaths, was the twenty- 
ſerenth of the ſame month, It has been juſtly remarked, that 
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A. „and others commiſſioned to carry theſe our or. en 
© ders into execution, or, in ſhort, ſhould in any « 

ny © wiſe render himſelf guilty, or even susprerto MN « 
© of infidelity and diſobedience, all ſuch may be 

© afſured, that we ſhall proceed againſt then, Ml *« 

© without exception of perſons, with all the rigour Ml * 

* uſual in ſuch caſes ***.” « 

Or the principles and condu of the three uſurp. Ml « 

ing powers [E], a more accurate idea may be form- 

ed, by attending to the declarations made by each MW © 

of them, before the partition of Poland had taken WM © 
place. In the year 1764, the empreſs of Ruſl MW © 
-tranſmitted to the court of Warſaw an act, ſigned IM © 
with her own hand, and ſealed with the ſeal of the MW © 

no ſecurity, either of perſon or property, was granted by 

-* theſe letters patent, to thoſe who from principles of honour, Wl © 


or conſcience, or a diſlike to foreign laws and a military WF « | 
» government, would ſooner abandon their country, than be ſi 

* guilty of a violation of the one, or ſubmit to a compliance 
with the oth: As little regard was ſhewn to the rights d oo 
-© thoſe, who were abſent in other countries, and who, fron WI © | 


© the ſhortneſs of time, could not poſſibly comply with tix « | 
© terms preſcribed. The ſame diſregard to the eſtabliſte! Bl « , 
© rights of mankind was ſhewn in the Auſtrian ſpecifications 
Annual Regiſter, vol. XV. p. 34. | 
5 Lind's Letters concerning Poland, p. 359, 360. laſt 
[x] Mr. Coxe obſerves, that * it is extremely worthy of x. ner 
mark, that of the three partitioning powers, Pruſſa vu eve 


1 c formerly i in a ſtate of vaſſalage to the republic; Ruſſa c . 
ſaw its capital and throne poſſeſſed by the Poles; and Aultru, 2 
Feareehy a century ago, was indebted to a ſovereign of ts * 

country fur the preſervation of its metropolis; and almoſ fr W 


 {; its, very exiſtence," "Travel, ut ſupra, P. 63, 6. 
784 2 E EmPIr, 


1 


| 
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empire, wherein ſhe declared, « That ſhe did by ORs 
« no means arrogate either to herſelf, her heirs, * A. P. 
and ſucceſſors, or to her empire, any right or 1772. 
« claim to the diſtricts or territories, which were 
0 iQtually in poſſeſſion, or ſubject to the authority, 
« of the kingdom of Poland, or great duchy of 
Lithuania; but that, on the contrary, her ſaid 
« majeſty would guaranty to the ſaid kingdom of 
« Poland, and duchy of Lithuania, all the im- 
« munities, lands, territories, and diſtricts, which 
en © the ſaid kingdom and duchy ought by right to 
ſz Ml poſſeſs, or did then actually poſſeſs; and would, 


ned at all times, and for ever, maintain them in the 
the MW © full and free enjoyment thereof, againſt the at- 
vl © wt of all who ſhould at any time, or on any 
ou, MI © pretext,” endeavour to diſpoſſeſs them of the 


ar WM © fame.” In the ſame year the king of Pruſſia 
ſigned, with his own hand, an act, wherein he de- 
clared, that © he had no claims, formed no 
fron (MY © pretenſions on Poland, or any part thereof; and 
1 the WY © that he renounced all claims on that kingdom, 
either as king of Pruſſia, elector of Branden- 
« hurgh, or duke of Pomerania.” In the ſame 
inſtrument he guarantied, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
order, the territories and rights of Poland againſt 
urg every power whatſoever. The empreſs-queen alſo, 
in the month of January, 1771, wrote a letter 
eich her own hand to the king of Poland, in 
oft ir lich, after the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of unalterable 
nendſhips, for him and the republic, and deſiring 
PIT | CC HY that 
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that the motions of her troops might give no 
alarm to either, ſhe concluded by aſſuring him, 
that * ſhe never had entertained a thought of 
« ſeizing any part of his dominions, nor would 
ce ever ſuffer any other power to do ſo *99,” 

A more flagrant act of injuſtice, oppreſſion, 
ind tyranny, has ſeldom appeared in the hiſtory of 
mankind, than the partition of Poland. It was 
unvarniſhed by any ſpecious pretences, or plauſible 
appearances. The manifeſtoes, iſſued by the uſurp- 
ing powers upon the occaſion, were too futile, and 
too palpably ridiculous, to impoſe even on the 
groſſeſt underſtanding. As to the king of Pruſſia, 


the partition was a meaſure perfectly ſuitable to the 


favourite object of his ambition, the aggrandize- 
ment of his dominions; and, when this was. the 
point in view, juſtice and injuſtice were trifling 
conſiderations. Count Hertzberg has aſſerted, 


that, of theſe claims, that of the king of Pruſſia 


was the beſt founded ***. Of three ſuch claims, it 


may be difficult to determine, which was the moſt 
iniquitous. This, however, may be certainly de. 


termined, that none of the claims had the leaſt 
foundation in juſtice, truth, or reaſon. They 
originated in unprincipled ambition, and were en- 
forced in a manner [r], that ought never to be 


ſpoken 


28 Annual Regiſter, vol. XV. p. 25. 


2% Memoire Hiſtorique ſur la derniere anne, &c. p. 29. 
- fr] A contemporary writer, ſpeaking of the ſtate of Poland 
at this period, ſays, In Poland all the barciers that have bee 


« erected 
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ſpoken of but in terms of indignation, while any Cnar. 


XXXIV. 


ſenſe of vi vice or virtue wal remain among mankind: A. B. 


I 


« exeted in the: various hiſtory of no Or to * indivi- 
« duals, or to alleviate the calamities to which they are liable, 
in thoſe wars that too frequently ariſe, from the rage, the 
« folly, or the ambition of their rulers, have been torn up, and 


totally overthrown. No attention is now paid; either ti 


| the laws of nations, or to the rights of individuals. The in- 


 « habitants, without being abſolved from their natural govern- 


« ment, or having any ſecurity againſt her indignation, if ſhe 
« were enabled to ſhew it, are compelled, under pain of con- 
« fiſcation, and all the other penalties that power can inflict, to 
« renounce their natural allegiance, break their former oaths, 
and take new; ones at a ſhort warning to ſtrangers, The un- 
« happy nobility, who are the lords of the ſoil, are at the ſame 
« time diſperſed throughout Europe, having fled for refuge to 
different countries, to avoid the calamiries and horrors of their 
own; and, if they were diſpoſed to comply wick che condi- 
tions, could not poſſibly do it in the time preſcribed.” 
Annual Regiſter for the year 1772, p. 37, 38. 

« The eſtates of the princes Czartoriſki, amounting to more 
than 20,0001. ſterling a year, have been confiſcated by the 
« empreſs of Ruſſia; though theſe two princes are uncles to the 
king, are poſſeſſed of the higheſt offices under the ſtate, and 
« were not acquainted time enough with the neceſſity of their 
« perſonal attendance, to have complied, if they had been diſ- 
« poſed to forfeit their allegiance. All the eſtates of count 
* Kicki, the ſtaroſt of Lemburg, have been alſo forfeited, for 
* nobly refuſing to betray his country, by ſwearing allegiance 
* to the empreſs-queen. 

Prince Radzivil, who enjoyed ſuch immenſe poſſeſlons i in 
Lithuania, that they exceeded thoſe of many ſovereign 
* princes, and whoſe anceſtors had raiſed and ſupported conſi- 
* derable armies at their priyate expence, was one of the many, 
S c who, 
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Iv the letters patent which had been publiſhed 


by the king of Pruſſia, relative to the diſtricts that 
he had ſeized in Poland, the cities of Dantzick and 


Thorn had been particularly excepted from his 
claims. But he ſoon after ſeized the territories be. 
longing to Dantzick, under pretence of their hay- 
ing been formerly part of Poliſh Pruſſia. They 
had been alienated and ceded to the city by the 
kings of Poland; but Frederick declared, that 
thoſe alienations were void, becauſe having been 


made at a time, when the province and. town were 


under the ſame prince, the reaſons of making them 
ceaſed, now that they were fallen under the domi- 


nion of different maſters. Upon the ſame pretext, 


he alſo ſeized upon the little iſland of Holm, and 
upon two peninſulas that run into the harbour, to- 


gether with the ſuburbs called Scheidlitz and 


Scharpau, the diſtrict of Nehring, and the canal 
called the Fahrwaſſer. He had before ſeized, 2; 
parts of Poliſh Pruſſia, an angle of the port called 
Pwziger-Winkel ; the ſuburbs of Dantzick, called 
Scotland, Hoppenbruch, and Holland; a litt 
town called Stolzemberg, a village called Lang- 
fauhr, together with the abbey ' of Oliva, and all 


«© who, at the beginning of theſe troubles, became a dupe to the 


« defigns of Rnffia ; but having been at length too fatally con- 


vinced of his error, he retired into Germany. The Ruffans 
© offered to reſtore him every thing, but his plate and his library, 
jf he would return and take the oaths ; hut he bravely anſwer 
© ed, “ That he was born free, his anceſtors were free, and he 


40 would die fo,” Ibid. ap 21. 45" 


ite 
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ics dependencies“ . By theſe ſeizures he effectual- = wil 
ly commanded the city, being maſter of all the A. B 
heights around it, and of its gates, works, and 1772 
harbour er Being alſo eſtabliſhed in poſſeſſion 

of 


261 aid Regiſter, vol. XV, . 38. Letters nn 
Poland, p. 268, 269. 

e] Frederick alſo contrived to gain poſſeſſion of the poſt 
ofice at Dantzick. * The king of Poland had a revenue gil 
« left, ariſing from the poſt-office at Dantzick: this miſerable 
« fragment, and ſupport of royalty, could not eſcape the 
« watchful attention of the king of Pruiſia. He alſo erected a 
new poſt- office at Stoltzemb;”g ; and the merchants of - this 
great commercial city, afforded- the new and ridiculous. ap- 
« pearance, of being obliged to travel out of town to receive or 
« forward their letters, By this means he not only ſeized the 
© revenues of the old poſt-office, but, what was of infinitely 
greater importance, became maſter of the whole publie and 

private correſpondence of Dantzick. To complete the 
* ſyſtem of oppreſſion, cuſtom-houſes were erected at their very 

gates, ſo that no perſon could go in or out of town, without 
being ſearched in the ſtricteſt manner.'—* Such was the fate 

« of the great mart of the North, the Proteſtant and once noble 
and free city of Dantzick; and ſuch the treatment vhich ĩt 
met with from a Proteſtant prince and neighbour, who, in- 
* ſtead of oppreſſing it himſelf, was bound by the ſtrongeſt ties 
to protect it from the oppreſiion of others. There is not, 
perhaps, in hiſtory, a more ſtriking inſtance of the futility, 
if not of the abſurdity of treaties, ſo far as they are conſidered 
as guarantees, or acts of ſecurity. than the fate of Dantzick. 
© Few cities ever exiſted, and it is probable that none do at 
* preſent, that have been comprehended in ſo many general and 
particular treaties, whoſe rights and liberties have been ſo 
* frequently. ſecured, and guarantied by ſo many great powers, 
and by ſuch a long and regular ſucceſſion of public, acts, as 
Cc4 that 
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of the ſea-coaſt, he immediately ſeized on the-port. 


duties belonging to Dantzick, and erected a cuſ. 


1273. tom-houſe on the harbour, where he laid inſup. 
— 


— 


trary tribute, thirty-five of their ſhips were ſtopped 


portable duties, at his pleaſure, upon all goods, 


whether exports or imports. The maſters and 


owners of veſſels having refuſed to pay this arhi. 


at once. The foreign miniſters and conſuls applied 
for redreſs upon this occaſion, but in vain; ſo that 
all commerce and bulineſs were entirely at a ſtand, 
till the merchants were at length obliged to com- 

ply with the demands that were made upon them, 
which, however unjuſt, they had no power to op- 
poſe *. The Engliſh merchants had always en- 
joyed great privileges at Dantzick ; and theſe x pri- 
vileges had been repeatedly confirmed to them by 
treaty: but their privileges were no more regarded 
than thoſe of other nations, and they experienced 
on this occaſion great violence and injuſtice from 
the king of Pruſſia. His conduct with regard to 
Dantzick continued to be, after this 7 Lal 


in 


that of Dantzick has been. Nor have the n 
« of Europe ſo often armed in the defence or ſupport . 
« other.” Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 40, 41. 

262 Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 39. 


In] In a letter written by Mr. Wraxall from Dintzic; 20d 
dated Aug. 31, 1974, are the following pafſages :'* I croſſed 
« the Viſtula at Dirſchaw, a little town moſt beautifully ſituate) 
on its banks, and commanding à view of all this fertik 


: . country. About an Engliſh wile and a bal before- I got to 


« the 
r . 
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© MW © very high degree vhjuſt and tyranmical f but 
bee afterwards made ſome relaxafion of his lai 
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0 jg town f "Dantzick, Ic: came to the laſt Prffian guard, and 
l « entered the tertitory of the republic, which is at preſent c dimi- 
ed i nified on every fide, and inveſted by huffars and grenadiers 
«| + of an abſolute prince. Freedom, it is true, yet reigns withm 
« theſe limits, though narrow, and waves her facred banner on 
« the ramparts; but how long this may continue, is certainly 
matter of uncertainty : and doubt. 11 the melancholy fate f 
2 Elbing or Marienbourg can form a preſage; if the unfeelin 
n. npacity ſhewn in the diviſion of Poland, its feudal = 
p- * and once its protector; if the general train of policy, I O 
father ſay of unreſtrained avidity, exerciſed by the court of 
* Berlin in Poliſh Pruſſia, enables one to determine, its final 
bh « extin&tion is not far off. To what happy or valuable purpoſes, 
by indeed, cah the poſſefſion of perſonal independence ſerve, 
ed « when the vital ſpirit which once ſupplied it is fled 7” Their 
ed 22 their revenues, their riches, are alteady either 
« ſeized on, or burthened with impoſts and duties which -muſt 


0 N eventually deſtroy them. The city itſelf, which no king of 

(0 poland ever dared to enſlave; which has for centuries known 

1 the ſweets of an equal government and public liberty; now 

in * awaits, in trembling expettation, the hour of its deſtruction, 
* and implores, perhaps 1 in vain, the powers of Europe to ſave 

ers © her from a new enemy, a ſovereign whoſe claims are equally 


muy unexpected as” unbounded, and who, though apparently te- 
p © trained from open violence by political motives, watches 
only the favourable moment when treachery, or intrigue, 
may put him into poſſeſſion.” As a+ member of the human 
« race, and more peculiarly as enjoying in my own perſon” the 
' blefiings of liberty, I feel for an unhappy city, which has 
« once been great and powerful, but whoſe glories' will proBably 
Von be extinguiſhed," Moſt or all he ſuburbs, which are 


very 
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Cnay. Tur Proteſtant city of Thorn was alſo treated 
A. D. by Frederick, in a manner extremely ſimilar to that 


1773. of 


very populous and extenſive, are already occupied by Pruſſian 
. © ſoldiery, who on one fide are cloſe to the very fortifications, 
a paliſado only ſeparating them from the Dantzick guards,” 
Mr. Wraxall afterwards, taking notice of his having made 
inquiries concerning the antiquities of Dantzick, ſays, I an 
« indebted principally for my information to two gentlemen, to 
* whom I have been introduced fince my arrival, M. le baron 
© Zorn and Dr. Wolf, whoſe names I ought not to mention 
© without adding the obligations their politeneſs and readine{; 
© to communicate knowledge, has laid me under. The laſ of 
© them is animated by a ſpirit of independence worthy 
Hur or SYDNEY. He refided ſome years fince at 
« Warſaw; but quitted it, on account of the troubles ani 
© anarchy which foreign ambition had introduced into that 
© capital. He retired to Dirſchaw, about twenty miles from 
© hence, built himſelf an obſervatory for bis aſtronomical 
© ſtudies, and remained there till the king of Pruſſia ſeized on 
© the town and ſurrounding territory. Unable to bear a yoke 
* ſo galling, he left Dirſchaw, and removed to. this city ; and 
* he now declares, that, when it is no longer free, he will 
« embark for England, where he has already been, and where 


0 every fugitive may ſind an aſylum. Happy, glorious countr,, 


* which can thus extend its parental protection to perſecuted 
merit of every kind, and where freedom, almoſt unknown 
* from the pole to the equator, holds ** peaceful and gentle 
« reign?” 

I drove out laſt Sunday to ſee the abbey of Oliva, fo cel 
* brated for the peace concluded in it.'—* The abbot's palace, 
* and _gardens adjoining, are very elegant: but his revenues 
« which amounted only two years ago to 10,000 ducats (0 
near 5000 l.) per annum, and the lands of the convent, whict 


he enjoyed i in full ſovereignty, are now all ſeized by the king 


"of 
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of Dantzick ; and it was obſervable, that though Cnar. 
one of his pretences, for interfering in the affairs X B. 
of 1773. 


« of Pruſſia, who allows him only 1200 ducats (about 5 pol.) 
« 23 a penſion during life, and about one fourth of that ſum to 
« keep the gardens in order. He is by birth a nobleman, ami- 
able and benevolent in his character, paſt the middle age of 
« life, and univerſally reſpected. Humanity feels for ſuch a 
© man, and execrates the rapacity which has thus reduced 
© him !—But this is nothing—this is even generoſity and mercy, 
compared with other ftories, inconteſtably authentic, which I 
« have heard here, reſpecting the Poliſh nobles, whoſe eſtates 
© have been confiſcated, and their families reduced from a 
* revenue of 100,000 ducats to abſolute indigence, by that 
© monarch.” Tour through ſome of the Northern Parts of 
Furope, p. 334» 345» 350» 352, 360, 361. edit. 1776. 

In another letter the ſame ingenious writer ſays, On the 
* thirteenth of September, 1772, his Pruſſian majeſty's general 
took poſſeſſion of ELAN in the name of his maſter, and 
* drove out the Poliſh garriſon of two hundred men, who at- 
* tempted to make ſome defence. The black eagle has now 
« ſupplanted the croſs, their antient arms, and appears over 
© exery gate of the city. They already feel the rigour and 
© rapacity of this new government, which threatens to ſwallow 
* up all Poliſh Pruffia, and to extinguiſh freedom and commerce 
in one general ruin.“ Ibid. p. 327. 

Of MaxlEN OUR Mr. Wraxall alſo ſpeaks in the following 
terms, in a letter written from thence, and dated Aug. 24, 
1774. The city of Marienbourg was formerly the head of 
' 2 league, which comprehended twenty-ſeven ſmall towns, all 
* ſituate in Poliſh Pruſſia, and which held dietines for the re- 

gulation of their police, municipal privileges, xc. This 
little confederacy has been long extinct, and the town itſelf 
ſhared the ſame fate karen ron nary; the Pruſſian 

-— © ſoldiers 
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Sar. of Poland, was, to ſupport the cauſe of the Dif. 
A. D. dents, yet, when the partition had taken place, 
1773. thoſe privileges which had been claimed by the 


or a king. | | 
\< ſoldiers 2 — in \ witboutagehiſiance. There are at 


| t Annual Regiſter, vol. XVII. p. 21. 


Diſſidents were not conferred upon them. 4 
variety of new and arbitrary regulations were im- 
poſed on the inhabitants of the uſurped provinces; 
and the Jews, of whom there were great number 
in Poland, were treated with ſo much rigour, chat 


many of them quitted the diſtricts that had been 


ſeized by the Pruſſians and the Auſtrians, and 
rather choſe to retire into thoſe provinces that Je 


been taken poſſeſſion of by the Ruſſians *#, Ty 


the Jeſuits, in other parts of his dominions, the 
king of Pruſſia at the preſent period was more 
favourable. Though the pope had aboliſhed'rhe 


order, an aſylum was afforded to them in the 


Pruſſian dominions; and F rederick remarked, ib 


a letter to. his agent at Rome, that by the treaty 


of Breſlaw, he had guarantied the religion in the 


ſtate in which it then was; and that he had never 
met with better prieſts than the Jeſuits. He ali 
directed him to inform the pope, that as he wa 
of the claſs of heretics, his holineſs could not 
grant him a diſpenſation for breaking his word, 


nor from deviating from che duty of an honeſt man, 


F 


« this time 1600 of them here, which equal the number of i in · 
«  habitants i in the place.” Ibid. p. 339, 340. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


Frederick's attachment to muſic. —- Account of bis per- 
formance en the German flute, at his private con- 
certs at Sans-Souci.—Particulars relative to the 
public operas at Berlin.-The king's mode of living 
at this period. 
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Orr A0 the variety of buſineſs in 822 

which the king of Pruſſia was engaged, his a 1 8 

attention to his army, to his finances, to the gene- 1773. 
. 


ral adminiſtration of his government, and to foreign 
affairs, it was ſtill his conſtant practice to devote 
ſome part of his time to literature, and to muſic. 
In the latter, he was both a compoſer and a per- 
former; and of his performance on the German 


' flute, at one of his private concerts, at Sans- 


Souci, we have an account written by Dr. Burney, 
who viſited the Pruſſian dominions about that 
period of the king's life, at which I am now ar- 
rived, © I was carried,” fays that ingenious writer, 
to one of the interior apartments of the palace, in 


which the gentlemen of the king's band were 


© waiting for his commands. This apartment was 
© contiguous to the concert room, where I could 


* diſtinftly hear his majeſty practiſing Soffeggi on 


* the flute, and exerciſing himſelf in difficult paſ- 
© ſages, pen to his calling i in the band. Here 
I met 
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I met with M. Bzxpa [1], who was fo obliging 
© as to introduce me to M. QuanTz.'—* We ſoon 
© began a muſical converſation : he told me, tha 
© his majeſty and ſcholar played no other concerts, 
* than thoſe which he had expreſsly compoſed for 
his uſe, which amounted to three hundred, and 
© theſe he performed in rotation. This excluſive 
attachment to the productions of his old maſter, 
© may appear ſomewhat contracted: however, it 
© implies' a conſtancy of diſpoſition, but rarely to 
be found among princes. The compoſitions of 
© the two Grauns and of Quantz have been in 
© favour with his Pruſſian majeſty more than forty 
© years: and, if it be true, as many aſſert, that 
© muſic has declined. and degenerated ſince that 
© time, in which the- Scarlattis, Vincis, Leos, 
Pergoleſis, and Porporas flouriſhed, as well as 
© the greateſt ſingers that modern times have 
* known, it is an indication of a ſound judgment, 
© and of great diſcernment, in his majeſty, to 
© adhere thus firmly to the productions of a period, 
© which may be called the Auguſtan age of muſic. 
© To ſtem the torrent of caprice and faſhion with 
« fuch unſhaken conſtancy, is poſſeſſing a kind of 


[1] M. Bexpa has been before mentioned, in the fir 


volume of this work. He entered into Frederick's ſervice ſerv 


ral years before his acceſſion to the throne, in the year 1732. 
Dr. Burney ſays, «« He can boaſt of having had the honour of 
« accompanying his majeſty, during the forty years he has 
e been in his ſervice, in near $0,000 different concerts.” 
Preſent State of Muſic in Germany, ut ſupra, p. 140. 
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« fet ſol, by which Apollo and his ſons are prevent- Cn. 


ed from running riot, or 
bad, and from bad to worſe. 

„ TRxsx reflections, which occurred to me while 
I was converſing with M. Quantz, were inter- 
© rupted by the arrival of a meſſenger from the 
king; commanding the gentlemen of his band to 
« attend him in the next room. The concert 
© began by a German flute concerto, in which his 
© majeſty execured the ſolo parts with great pre- 
* cifion : his embouchure was clear and even, his 
finger brilliant, and his taſte pure and ſimple. I 
vas much pleaſed, and even ſurprized, with the 
© neatnefs of his execution in the allegros, as well 
© as by his expreſſion and feeling in the adagio: in 
* ſhort, his performance ſurpaſſed, in many par- 
* ticulars, any thing I had ever heard among 
© Dilettanti, or even profeſſors. His majeſty play- 


ed three long and difficult concertos . 


* and all with equal perfection.“ 


M. QuaNnTZ bore no other part in the per- 


"formance of the concertos of to-night, than to 
give the time with the motion of his hand, at 
the beginning of each movement, except now 


and then to cry out bravo! to his royal ſcholar, 
at the end of the ſolo parts and cloſes ; which 


* ſeems to be a- privilege allowed to no other muſi- 
*cian of the band. The. cadences which his 
* majeſty made were good, but very long and 
— It is caſy to diſcover, that theſe. con- 
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© certos were compoſed at a time, when he did 


© not ſo frequently require an opportunity of breath. 
© ing as at preſent; for in ſome of the diviſions, 


——— < which were very long and difficult, as well as in 


© the cloſes, he was obliged to take his breath, 
© contrary to rule, before the paſſages were finiſh. 
ed. e Beſides the three hundred concertos 
© which his majeſty plays, in turn, he has neatly 
© as many ſolos, which he performs in the like 


b rotation, Upwards of a hundred of theſe have 


been compoſed * himſelf, the reſt by M. 
c Quantz 3085 

DR. Bux xxx allo gives an account of the king's 
public operas at Berlin. His Pruſſian majeſty's 
< favourite operas,” ſays he, are thoſe of his late 
© maeſtro di capella, CHARLES HENRY GRAUN, to 
© which he is ſo much attached, as to hear unwill- 
< ingly thoſe of any other performer; and the 


© overtures and concertos for violins of his brother, 


© the concert maſter, M. Jon. GoTTL1iB Gravy, 
© but lately deceaſed, are ſtill in high reputation at 
© Berlin, though not of the firſt claſs for taſte or 
invention . After giving an account of the 
chief ſingers of the ſerious opera at Berlin, at this 
period, Dr. Burney ſays, The king being at the 
© whole expence of this opera, the entrance is 
« gratis, ſo that any one, who is decently dreſſed, 


% Preſent State of Muſic in Germany, vol. II. p. 150— 

155. ſecond edit. | 
365 Ibid. p. 161. 2e Ibid. p. 98. 

© may 


FREDERICK THE THIRD, 
may have admiſſion into the pit. 


40¹ 


* 


The firſt row) CRHar- 


: of bones is det apart for the royal family and 4. U. 
nobility; the boxes that are even wich the pit, 1778. 


© and thoſe of the ſecond and third row, are ap- 
 propriated to the uſe of the miniſters of ſtate, 


foreign miniſters, and perſons of rank, who have 


© offices about the court; and a ſtranger of diſ- 


tinction, by application to the baron Pollnitz, 
© chamberlain,: and director of public ſpectacles, 
© is ſure of being accommodated with a place in 
the theatre, according to his rank. 

© Tug performance of the opera begins at fix 


© o'clock.” The king, with the princes, and his 


© attendants, are placed in the pit, cloſe + to the 
© orcheſtra. The queen, the princeſſes, and other 
© ladies of diſtinction, fit in the front boxes. Her 
© majeſty is ſaluted at her entrance into the theatre, 
© and at her departure thence, by two bands of 
' trumpets and kettle drums, placed on each fide 
© the houſe, in the upper row of boxes. The 
king always ſtands behind the maęſtro di capella, 


in ſight of the ſcore, which he frequently looks 


* at, and indeed performs the part of director- 


© general here, as much as of WY in the 


feld rn 


SPEAKING of the general and national ayle of 


muſical compoſition and performance in the Pruſ- 
ſian dominions, Dr. Burney ſays, It ſeems at 


97 Preſent State of Muſic COT yol, U. P- 99. ro, 
101. ut ſupra. n 


Vor. II. ; Dd « preſent 
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« preſent to be formed ſo much upon one model, 
that it precludes. all invention and genius.“ He 
adds, Though the world is ever rolling on, moſt 
© of the Berlin muſicians, defeating. its motion, 
have long contrived to ſtand. ſtill, Upon. the 
© whole, my expectations from Berlin were not 
quite anſwered; as I did not find that the ſtyle: of 
* compoſition, or. manner of, execution, to which 
his Pruſſian: mazeſty has attached himſelf, fulfilled 
my ideas of perfection. Here, as elſewhere, ! 
© ſpeak according to my own feelings. However, 
it would. be preſumption. in me to oppoſe my 
« ſingle judgment to that of fo enlightened a mo- 
c narch, if, luckily, mine were not the opinion of 
© the. greateſt part of Europe: for, ſhould it be 
allowed, that. his Pruſſian majeſty has fixed upon 
the Auguſtan age of muſic, it does not appear, 
< that he has placed his favour upon the beſt com- 
© poſers. of that age. Vinci, PEROCOLESE, Lo, 
© Fro, HANDEL, and many others, who flouriſhed 
© in the beſt times of Graux and QAM xz, I 
© think ſuperior to them in taſte and genius. 

Or his majeſty's two favourites, the one is 
© }anguid, and the other frequently common and 


© infipid; and yet, their names are religion at Ber- 


lin, and more ſworn by than thoſe of Luther 
© and Calvin. There are, however, ſchiſms in 
this city, as elſewhere; but heretics are obliged 
© to keep their opinions to themſelves, while thoſe 


C a ha AI ſpeak out: ſor though 


| « a univerſi 
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a univerſal toleration prevails here, as to different . 
ſects of Chriſtians, yet, in muſic, whoever dares A. D. 
to profeſs any other tenets than thoſe of GRAUN 1773. 
and QuAx r, is ſure to be perſecuted. Hence, 
the muſic of this country is more truly German, 
. © than that of any other part of the empire: for 
f © though there are conſtantly Italian operas here, 
i © in carnival time, his Pruſſian majeſty will ſuffer 
| © none to be performed but thoſe of Graun, Agri- 
© cola, or Haſſe, and of this laſt, and beſt, but i 
: very few. And, in the opera-houſe, as in the = 
y © field, his majeſty is ſuch a rigid diſciplinarian, | 4 
. © that if a miſtake is made in a ſingle movement x 
K or evolution, he immediately marks, and rebukes WE | | 
© © the offender; and if any of his Italian troops | 
n dare to deviate from ſtrict diſcipline, by adding, 
„ © altering, or diminiſhing a ſingle paſſage in the 
© parts they have to perform, an order is ſent, de 
„ © par le Roti, for them to adhere ſtrictly to the 
d © notes written by the compoler, at their peril. 
[ This, when compolitions are good, and a finger 

is licentious, may be an excellent method; but 

15 © certainly ſhuts out all taſte and refinement. So 
d that mulic is truly ſtationary in this country, his 
r- . majeſty allowing no more liberty in that, than he 
er © does in civil matters of government: not con- 
in © tented with being ſole monarch of the lives, for- 
| tunes, and buſineſs of his ſubjects, he even pre- 
ſe © ſcribes-rules-to-their moſt innocent pleaſures . 
zh WW vol. II. p. 231235. 
lal D d 2 Ar 
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Ar this period of Frederick's life, and probably 
for ſome years before, his mode of living ſeems to 


1774+ have been ſomewhat different, from what it had 


been previouſly to the commencement of his 
ſeven years war. He rofe regularly at four in 
the ſummer, and five in the winter, and attended 
duſineſs with his miniſters and ſecretaries, with 
the ſame exactneſs and uniformity as formerly; 
but he now allowed himſelf a longer time at din- 
ner, and wholly omitted ſuppers. He now gene- 
rally went-to the parade only three times a week, 
when he exerciſed his guards; but he exerciſed the 
other regiment at different times; and, at certain 
ſtated times, had very ſplendid reviews, of all his 
troops, which were viſited by military men, and 
perſons of rank, from every part of Europe. On 
thoſe days when he was not employed with his 
troops, he was frequently to be ſeen riding through 
the ſtreets of Potſdam, attended only by a ſingle 
page, and an aid de camp [x J. In this manner 

: he 


[x] © As the king has never any of the great officers of the 
© crown about his perſon, their poſts are merely honorary. His 
© treaſurer is an heyduc, who can neither read nor write, and 
© who ſits upon the box with the coachman, when his majeſty 
© travels; although his ſecretaries follow their maſter in a 
© coach. This heyduc pays the expences of the kitchen, livery, 
« ſtables, &c. and likewiſe executes the king's orders with re- 
* gard to gratuities, and other difburſements.'—* When the 
© king travels on horſe-back, his whole ſuite conſiſts of a page, 
© an equerry, and a groom, with a led horſe. 
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ke viſited the buildings, which were erecting by his CHAT. 


order, and ſaw that every thing was properly exe- 


cuted. In fine weather, it was not an unuſual 
thing for him to make theſe viſits on foot. He 
afterwards returned to Sans-Souci, where he found 
bis generals, and ſuch other perſons as he had in- 
vited to dine with him. With theſe he walked in 
the garden till near dinner- time; but, if the 
veather was bad, their walk Was confined to the 
great gallery. He dined at twelve [L]; and it 


Was 


bas neither coach nor carriage at Sans - Souei, and never gets 
into a carriage, except in long journies.“ Obfervations on 
the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c. of the King of Pruſſia, p. 13, 
29, 30. | 

[] The author of the Obſervations on the Military 
« Eſtabliſhment, &c. of the King of Pruſſia, written during 
his life-time, fays, that Frederick's dinners, about this period, 


conſiſted of eight difhes only, exclufively of the ſoup and 


* bxilli, and only one diſh was ſerved up at a time.“ Of the 
g eight diſhes,” ſays he, © four are in the French, and two in 
« the Italian taſte : the other two are fuited to the king's parti- 
© cular palate. They are all of them ſucculent, and extremely 
« well cooked,-each diſh being drefſed by a diſtinct cook, who 
* has a kitchen to himſelf, and a ſcullion to aſſiſt him; fo that 
© the king's table, though far from being ſumptuous, is very 
© expenſive. The deſert conſiſts of three glaſſes of dried ſweet- 
© meats, ſome plates of creams, bleaumange, and the like; and 
* fix of different ſorts of fruit, which are always the choiceſt 
* and moſt delicious that can be procured ; the king being a 
great epicure with regard to fruit: ſo that he has it ſent him 
* from different parts of Europe, although hig owa gardens and 
* hot-houſes produce him excellent fruit Poe year round. 
His niajeſfy eats heartily, and a good while; he drinks a 

d bottle 
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4 was generally after three before he quitted his com. 
A. D. pany. When he roſe from table, he withdrew into 
1775. another apartment, where coffee was ſerved up, 


* „ 


and where he found ſuch perſons as he had previ- 


ouſly ordered to attend him: for nobody came to 


Sans-Souci without his particular permiſſion, not 
even his miniſters, or any of the royal family; and 


the queen had always a ſeparate court [mM]. Even 


foreign miniſters were obliged to apply to the king 
by letter, whenever they were deſirous of an audi. 
ence; and ſo was every other perſon who wiſhed to 
ſpeak to him. When he was diſpoſed to fee them, 
he anſwered their letters [N], and named the day 

and 


© bottle of burgundy, a few glaſſes of champaign, and now and 
« then, though rarely, a little cordial after the French manner. 
He continues at table till half paſt three, and converſes very 
good humouredly with his company during the deſert. None 
© but generals, colonels, and a few other perſons, ſuited to the 
© king's taſte, are admitted to theſe private parties. Strangers 
never dine with the king, but when there is a court, which 
© does not often happen, and indeed never at Sans-Souci, which 
© is his majeſty's ordinary reſidence. P. 9, 10. 
[u] Dr. Moore ſays, His majeſty very ſeldom appears at 
* the queen's court, or at any place where women farm part of 
the afſembly.'—* I once ſaid to a lady of this court, that it 
© was a pity his majeſty did not love women. Conſidering 
« his time of lite,” ſaid ſhe, «© we could diſpenſe with his 
« love; but it is hard that he cannot endure us.“ View of 
Society and Manners, &c. vol. II. p. 172, 173. 
[x] © All buſineſs with the king, ſays Dr. Moore, is tranſ- 
* afted by letters. Every petition or propoſal muſt be made in 


dis form, which is adhered to fo invariably, as 1 bave bern 


« aſſured 


my oops 


FREDERICK THE THIRD. 4 
and minute when they were to attend. When no Cad: 
anſwer was ſent, it was equivalent to a refuſal. A. B. 
Arx five in the afternoon, he retired to his cloſet, 2773+ 
where he read and ſigned the.letters which had been 
written by his ſecretaries, from the directions which 
| he had given them in the morning. In theſe let- 
ters, he often made alterations and corrections with 
his own hand. At ſix he went to the muſtic-apart- 
ment, in which his concerts were performed, and 
to which few perſons were admitted, excepting the 
generals who had apartments at Sans-Souci. His 
; concerts ended at ſeven, after which he either read 
| himſelf, or employed ſome of his attendants, or 
| favourites, to read to him. When he retired to 


his chamber, he was frequently attended by colo- 
nel Quintus Icilius [o], with whom he converſed 


w —_—_—_— I —_ AS AMC 3 
- 


| " 
" WM + cforcd, tharif any of his generals wiſhed to promote a cadet 
; * ta the rank of an enſign, he would not venture to make his 
\ « propoſal in any other manner, even though he had daily op- 
k * portunities of converſing with his majeſty.” View of Society 
and Manners, ut ſupra, p. 237. 
K [0] Dr. Burney ſays, * This officer's original name is 
f ' GuisCHARD, and that of QuixTvs Ig1ttus only his Nom de 


t Guerre, given to him, in pleaſantry, by his majeſty, who, when 
2 * he conferred upon him a command in a regiment, haſtily raiſed 
5 * and collected from the refuſe of all nations, during the heat 
1 * of the laſt war, honoured him with the appellation of the 
commander of Cæſar's tenth legion, a name which has fince 
. been adopted by the whole Pruſſian nation. Preſent State of 
n Myfic in Germany, &c, ut fupra, p. 143. | 
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Cray. till he fell aſleep [y]. He had no guard in the 
V. 
A. D. day at Sans-Souci; but, at fix in the evening, 


four 


Colonel Quintus, or Guiſchard, was well {killed in the 
learned languages, and in ſeveral of the modern; but wa 


chiefly diſtinguiſhed for his profound knowledge in the tactics 
of the antients. 

[e] It appears, that it was the king's practice to ſettle every 
night in his chamber, before he went to ſleep, the bill of fare 


for the next day's dinner. The author of Obſervations on 


« the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c. of the king of Pruſſia,” 
who ſeems to have had very accurate information reſpecting 


' Fredetick's private life, after taking notice of his ſpending ſome 
time every evening in reading, ſays, * After which he retires to 


his bed-chamber, where he finds colonel Quintus, with whom 


he converſes in a familiar manner. One of his cooks (for he 


© has no clerk of the kitchen at Sans-Souci) then brings him in 


2 bill of fare for the next day's dinner, with the price of each 


© diſh marked in the margin. The king ſtrikes out what he 
does not like, and orders ſomething elſe in its ſtead, exclaim- 


© ing at the ſame time againſt the roguery of his domeſtics, but 


- © after all leaves the prices as he ſinds them. At the ſame time, 
- © he receives the account of his ſtables, and of the expences of 


his houſehold, kitchen, &. He puts them all by in order, 
and ſettles them once a month, when he makes no little noiſe 


jf they happen to be more than uſual. But notwithſtanding 


« allthis diſturbance, he makes no deduction, but pays the whale 


. © of the bills, As ſoon as theſe domeſtic matters are ſettled, 


© his majeſty undreſſes himſelf, gets into bed, and continues to 
« joke. with Quintus till he drops aſleep. The colonel then 
walks gently out of the room on tip-toe, ſhuts the door after 


bim, and returns to Potſdam.” \P. 22 13. 


The ſame writer has alſo related ſome farther particulars con- 
. cerning the king and colonel Quintus. His Pruſſian majelty, 


 fays. he, is much inclined to mY with the perſons he eſteems, 
© but 


FREDERICK. THE THIRD. 


four men were ſent from Potſdam, with a corporal, 
who placed a centinel at the door of the palace. 
| This 


but he ſometimes carries his pleaſantry rather too far. The 


moſt frequent object of the king's wit is colonel Quintus. 


« This ſometimes proves the ſource of little animoſities, which 
« ſoon ſubſide again.'—* The colonel is a man of merit, and a 
good officer. He has publiſhed ſeveral military works in 
« French, and, among others, in 1758, his Military Memoirs 
« concerning the Greeks and Romans, in two volumes, quarto, 
« with plans and figures, This valuable performance, after 
« paſſing through three editions, has been ſeverely criticiſed in a 
© late publication by count Loloos, a nobleman of great abili- 
« ties in tactics; and colonel Quintus had the mortification to 


* 
9 
. 


Char. 
XXXV. 
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1776, 
— 


* find himſelf obliged to defend himſelf, after having enjoyed a 


ten years triumph. The king's remark to him on this ſubject 
« oalled him more than any thing elſe. As this prince was 
« riſing from table one day, Quintus requeſted his permiſſion to 
* print a new work; * I grant it to you with all my heart,” 
© replied his majeſty, ** but I would adviſe you to aſk the conſent 
« of count Loloos.” Two days after this, the * king contrived 
© at dinner to turn the converſation on the commanders of his 
« light troops in the laſt war; and obſerved at the ſame time, 
* with much pleaſantry, that theſe troops had been headed only 
© by cut-purſes.” As for Quintus,“ added his majeſty, “he 
« has found it difficult to leave off thoſe lucrative habits, and 
« for ſome years I was obliged to keep a good eye on my purſe 
and my jewels when he was near me.“ The colonel, piqued 
at this obſervation, replied, ** It is true, fire, that I have 
* robbed in my time, but it was by your orders, and the 
« oreateſt part of the booty fell to your ſhare.” The king pre- 
© tended not to hear this reply, and immediately turned the con- 
* rerſation to ſome other ſubject. Quintus, however, with- 


drew in a pet to Potſdam, and omitted to wait on the king 


in his bed-chamber, as he had been accuſtomed to do. The 
; * 
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7 This guard returned to Potſdam at four in the 


*D. 
1777. 


— 
- 


morning. 
Auoxd thoſe perſons, with. whom Frederick 


converied the moſt familiarly about this period, 
was the abbe Baſtiani, who had an apartment in 


| the palace. He was an Italian by birth, and pol. 


ſeſſed of ſo much wit, that the king was fond of his 
company. One day, after dinner, Frederick be- 
ing in a gay humour, ſaid to Baſtiani, « When 
you ſhall obtain the tiara, which your exemplary 
© monarch, piqued in his turn at this ſtudied negleR, ſent him 
© no invitation to dinner, and Quintus remained at Potſdam, 
© Eight or ten days paſſed in this manner, and the breach was 


_ © ſuppoſed to be irreparable, when the king began to relent, 


© but at the ſame time was unwilling to ſeem to make the fir 
© overture for a reconciliation. He therefore diſpatched one of 
© his equerries to Quintus, with orders to aſk the colonel how 
it had happened, that in ten days he had not had time to give 
* him an account. of the new work he had put into his hands? 
© Quintus, knowing he had received no ſuch commiſſion from 
his majeſty, ſent for anſwer that his majeſty muſt certainly be 
* miſtaken. The king repeated the meſlage, and the colonel 
© repaired to the bed-chamber, where his majeſty converſed with 
him about news, literature, &c. without taking any notice of 
* what had paſſed; and the next day he was invited to the king's 
© table as uſual.” Obſervations, &c. p. 26—29. 
Notwithſtanding the familiarity between the king and colend 
Quintus, he is ſaid not to have been very liberal to him in his 
lite-time; but, after the colonel's death, he preſented his 
widow with fix thouſand rix-dollars, and gave her an annual 
penſion of four hundred rix-dollars. He alſo purchaſed her 
huſband's library for twelve thouſand rix-dollars, which was 
ſuppoſed to be much more than it was worth. Anecdotes and 
Characeriftics of Frederick the Great, vol. I. p. 81. 
* | pieq 
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« piety muſt one day procure you, how will you Car 
« receive me, when I arrive at Rome to pay my A. D. 
« duty to your holineſs?” © I will immediately 1777. 
give orders,” replied the abbe, with great readi- ; 
nels, Qu on faſſe entrer l aigle noir, — qu il me couvre * 


« de ſes ailes, mais —qu il m'tpargne de fon ber 8. 


9 Moore's View of Society and Manners, Kc. ut ſupra, 
5. 239» 240. e 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


| Conteſt beteveen Frederick and the court of Vim, 


concerning the ſucceſſion to the elefforate of Ba. 
varia. Manifeſto publiſhed by bim at Berlin c 
. that f ſubject. — ls ſpeech to his general officers, pre. 
viouſly to bis ſetting cut for Sileha.>Pegce of 
Teſcben. — The king writes a panegyric on Voltaire, — 
Caje of the miller Arnold. — Frederick interferes in 
the affairs of Holland, in ſupport of the ſtadibolder. 


T the cloſe of the year 1777, died Maximi- 

lian Joſeph, elector of Bavaria; and this 
event gave riſe to a new conteſt between the king 
of Pruſſia and the court of Vienna. The death of 
this prince, without iſſue, totally extinguiſhed the 
male Guillielmine, or Ludovician line of Bavaria, 
which had been in poſſeſſion of that duchy for neat 
five hundred years. Maximilian Joſeph was ſuc- 
ceeded, both in the electoral dignity, and his 
dominions at large, by his general heir, Charles 
Theodore, the elector palatine of the Rhine. At 
the time of his acceſſion to the Bavarian domi- 


nions, this prince was in the fifty-fourth year of his 


age, and having no iſſue, the large poſſeſſions of 
the double electorate, with the dignity anpertain- 
ing to one, were in the expectation of his apparent 


heir, the duke of Deuxponts, who was the neareſt 


relation in the male palatine line, The elefrels- 
dowager 


lic 
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gowager of Saxony, as only ſiſter, and as the neareſt Caar. 


5 : X 
relation and heir of the late elector of Bavaria, alſo A P. 
daimed a ſole right in the ſucceſſion to all the = / 


allodial eftates in that duchy. The courſe of the 
ſucceſſion to Bavaria had been ſettled for ages, was 
univerſally known, and had even been prepared for 
by the late prince; the new elector, therefore, 
fouad no difficulty in taking poſſeſſion of that 
luchy with the Upper Palatinate, and of receiving 
the willing homage of his new ſubjects. But he 
ſon met with a very formidable claimant to a great 
part of his new dominions. He had ſcarcely ar- 
tired in his new capital of Munich, before the 
Auſtrian troops, who had been evidently ſtationed 
on the frontiers for that purpoſe, and had only 
waited for an account of the late elector's death, 
poured on all ſides into the Lower Bavaria, and 
ſeized on every place to which they came. In the 
mean time, another ſtrong body advanced on the 
ſide of Egra to the Upper Palatinate, where the 
regency in vain pleaded the laws of the empire, 
and the rights of ſovereignty, againſt the entrance 
of foreign troops .de. 

A cLaiM had been ſet up, in behalf of the em- 
preſs-queen, to a great part of the electorate of 
Bavaria; which was founded upon obſolete titles, 
of more- than three hundred years ſtanding, and 
which appear to have been very ill grounded. But 
the Auſtrian claim, however defective in reaſon or 


279 Annual Regiſter, vol. XXI. p. 4, 5. 
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Cuar. in juſtice, was ſupported by an army of fixty thou- 
* D. ſand men. The new elector, therefore, incapable 

1278. of oppoſing fo great a force, and unwilling to en. 
g ge in a war in the decline of life, entered ins 


a treaty with the miniſters of the empreſs- queen; 
and a convention was accordingly concluded and 
ratified, before the middle of January, 1778, be. 
tween the court of Vienna and the elector, by 
which the latter, in order to keep part of his ney 
poſſeſſions, gave up the better half of them, and 
left claims open, which might have ſwallowed x 


great part of the remainder *7*, This arrange- 


ment, however, naturally gave great umbrage to 
the duke of Deuxponts, who formally proteſted 


' againſt the convention between the court of Vienna, 


and the new elector of Bavaria; and called upon 
the princes and ſtates that compoſe the diet of the 
empire, both in their original character, and a 


guarantees of the treaty of Weſtphalia, to interſere 


in the preſervation of his rights. 

Ar this period the king of Pruſſia thought pro- 
per to enter into the conteſt; and as he had no 
common intereſt, as in the caſe of the partition of 
Poland, to tolerate acts of injuſtice in favour of the 
houſe of Auſtria, he undertook the ſupport of the 
duke of Deuxponts, and the defence of the rights 
of the Germanic body. Several public acts and 
memorials were iſſued upon the occaſion- by the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin, and ſundry effort 

%" Annual Regiſter, utſupra, 
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mn. WM vere-made to eſfectuate an amicable accommoda- Caar. 
ble von. But the court of Vienna behaved with much * 
n. laughtineſs, and theſe efforts were not ſucceſsful. pig 
ito At length, on the ſeventh of July, 1778, Frede- 
n; WM [ik publiſhed a manifeſto at Berlin, which con- 
nd WM ined the following paſſages: © His majeſty the 
ve. Wl + king of Pruſſia was in hopes, ever ſince the treaty 
by Wl © of peace of Hubertſbourg, to live in conſtant 
en harmony with the court of Vienna, and with that 
nd Wl © view his majeſty has employed all poſſible means 
dato cultivate the friendſhip and affection of their 
© imperial and royal majeſties the emperor, and 
to Ml © the empreſs-queen of Hungary. It is, therefore, 
ted WM © with the greateſt grief and concern, that his 
© majeſty finds this good harmony diſturbed, by 
© the unexpected: diſmemberment of the electorate 
© of Bavaria, undertaken by the court of Vienna, 
© after the death of the late elector of that country. 
His majeſty could not avoid immediately conſi- 
dering theſe proceedings as not only directly op- 
© polite to all juſtice, and the known rights of the 
* neareſt heirs to the dominions and allodials of 
Bavaria; but alſo as contrary to the ſafety, 
liberty . laws, and conſtitution of the Ger- 
man 
In the public memorials and manifeſtoes of the German 
princes, and particularly in thoſe. of the late king of Pruſſia, 
much was often ſaid concerning the preſervation of the liberties 
of the Germanic body. But it-muſt be remembered, that, when 
this phraſe was made uſe of; the liberties of the great body of 
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Cnar. © man empire; and, therefore, cauſed ſeveral well 
i grounded, friendly, and repeated repreſentations 
x © to be made to their imperial majeſties, in order 


to engage them to deſiſt from their undertaking, 
After ſtating how ineffectual theſe negociations with 


ij the court of Vienna had proved, and pointing out the 
injuſtice of the Auſtrian claims, he obſerves, that 


he thought himſelf in duty bound, as a guarantee 
of the treaty of Weſtphalia, and as an elector and 
prince of the empire, to oppoſe the diſmember- 
ment of one of the moſt conſiderable electorates of 
Germany, and to aſſiſt, with all poſſible zeal, the 
parties thereby oppreſſed. He adds, © His majeſty 
© declares, that his ſole object in this meaſure is to 
« ſupport the laws and conſtitution of the German 


empire, which have been injured in the moſt 


c arbitrary manner by the very prince, who, from 
© his quality as chief of the empire, ought to have 
© been their moſt ſtrenuous protector; to aſſiſt 
© thoſe princes, his friends and allies, who are 
© thereby injured and oppreſſed ; and that he has 
no other particular views therein, than his own 
© ſecurity, and the maintenance of the ſyſtem of 
© the empire. 


the common people of Germany, were in no reſpe& the objef 

of conſideration. The preſervation of the liberties of Ger- 

many means, the preſeryation of the rights and privileges of the 

ſeveral princes and ftates of the empire, in oppoſition to the 

power and prerogative of the emperor. 

27 Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 308—311, 
ER BEFORE 
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Beroke the publication of this manifeſto, the N 


king of Pruſſia had made great military prepara- A. D. 
tions; and after a review, in the ſame month, of 1778. 


that part of his army, which lay in the neighbour 
hood of Berlin, and which: was then, as well as 
himſelf, on the point of ſetting out for Sileſia, he 


made the following ſpeech to all the general officers 


preſent, among whom were his brothers Henry 
and Ferdinand, and prince Ferdinand of Brunſ« 
wick: 
Gentlemen, | 
© Moſt of us have ſerved together from out 
© earlieſt days, and are grown grey in the ſervice 
© of our country. We, conſequently, know each 


© other perfectly well. We have borne our ſhare , 


in the fatigues and dangers of war; and I make 
© no doubt but that you are as unwilling to ſhed 
© blood as I am. But the Yangers, which now 
© threaten our country, not only render it a duty, 
but put us under an indiſpenſable neceſſity, to 


© employ the moſt ſpeedy and efficacious meaſures, 


© to diſpel the ſtorm which now ſeems ready to 
break over our heads. To effectuate theſe im- 
© portant purpoſes, I rely upon that zeal for my 
* ſervice, and that attachment to my perſon, which 
you have always expreſſed, and which I never 
yet failed to experience at your hands: and you 
© may reſt aſſured, gentlemen, that I ſhall ever 
© acknowledge, with an heart-felt ſatisfaction, the 
* ſervices that I gm ſure you will render to your 

Vol. II. Ee king 
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© king and country. But let me intreat you never 
© to loſe light of humanity, even when your ene- 
mies are in your power; and to cauſe the moſt 


exact diſcipline to be obſerved by the troops un- 


© der your command. As to my own part, ] 


'© wiſh not to travel like a king; rich and gaudy 


© equipages have *no charms for me ; but, infirm 
© as I now am, I cannot travel as I formerly did, 
* when in the vigour of youth. I ſhall be obliged 
© to uſe a poſt-chaiſe. I leave you at liberty to 
do the ſame: but, in the day of battle, you 
© ſhall ſee me on horſe-back ; and I hope that my 

« generals will not. fail, in that, to imitate their 
£ king 275.2 

Tux Auſtrian army was commanded by the 
emperor in perſon ; and it is ſaid, that when Frede- 
rick ſet off from Berlin, he ſent the following ſhort 
note to one of his principal miniſters of ſtate; 
© You will find money enough in the treaſury for 
© the public ſupplies. I truſt in God, that I ſhall 
© not be long abſent, asI am only gone on a ſmall 
© excurſion, in order to teach a young gentleman 
in the neighbourhood his military exerciſe **, 
The campaign, however, was extended to a greater 
length than the king expected; for though the 
emperor had not himſelf had much experience in 
.the art of war, he was aſſiſted by general Laudohn, 


. Annual Regiſter, vol. XXI. p 21, 177. Latrobe" 
Characteriſtic Anecdotes of Frederick II. late King of Pruſſa, 
p- 222, 223, 2243 274 Ibid, p. 171. 
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In the year 1778, VoLTaAIRE died at Paris; and S__ 
XXXVI. 
the king of Pruſſia thereupon wrote a panegyric on x 
this celebrated man, which was read at an extraordi- 
nary meeting of the royal academy of ſciences and 
belles lettres at Berlin, on the twenty-ſixth" of 
November in that year. In this piece, the royal 


author makes the following obſervations: It has 


* ſpecies, and diſtinguiſhed by the peculiar favour 
" of the gods. Hence the altars erected to So- 
© crates, the deification of Hercules, the honours 
© conferred on Orpheus by the united voice of 
© Greece, and the long conteſted diſpute among 
in the ſeven cities which claimed the birth of Homer. 
_ The Athenian people, whole education was pecu- 
en © larly refined, retained the whole Iliad in their 
la, memories, and celebrated, with tranſports of 
« pleaſure, the glory of their antient heroes, pre- 
E23 ſerved 


—— 
— 


ö ever been the cuſtom of wiſe and poliſhed nations, 
| © to reſpe&t men of an uncommon and elevated 
genius while alive, and to diſtinguiſh them after 
' death by peculiar honours. The luſtre of ex- 
f © traordinary abilities reflects glory on the countries 
: © which produce them. The firſt legiſlators, who i 
taught mankind to live in ſociety; the firſt 4 
: © heroes, who defended their fellow citizens; the f 
2 © philoſophers, who, penetrating the depths of na- | F | 
t ture, laid open the ſources of truth; the poets, 1 
N © who tranſmitted the ſplendid actions of their con- | 1 
4 © temporaries to future ages: all theſe have ever 1 
: © been regarded as beings ſuperior to the human | 1 
1 
| 
| 
' 
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8 © ſerved in that immortal poem. The talents of 
9 © Sophocles, who carried off the palm of tragedy, f 
| © were likewiſe highly reſpected; and he was in- 
© veſted with the moſt honourable employment; M » 

© that his countrymen had it in their power to con- 4 

© fer. It is well known how much Eſchines, n 

© Pericles, and Demoſthenes were eſteemed.'— WM © 

© The works of Xenophon and Thucydides were d 

© admired even by the vulgar; and the meaneſt Ml 2 

© citizen ſeemed to ſhare the renown of thoſe Ml cl 

© elevated geniuſſes, who raiſed the name of MW v 
GREECE above that of every country in the f 

© univerſe. | | cc 

© Rot, ſoon after, furniſhed a ſimilar ſpectacl 

© to the world. The philoſophy and eloquence of MW Si 

© Cicero raiſed him to the higheſt honours. The 

© ſhort life of Lucretius prevented him from enjoy- 

© ing his riſing fame; but Virgil and Horace 

© obtained the ſuffrage of imperial Rome,, were 
admitted to the familiarity of Auguſtus, and 

©. ſhared the rewards which that artful tyrant laviſh- 

ed on thoſe who concealed his vices, by celebrat- 

© ing the glory and felicity of his reign.— Such 

© 1s the reſpect which all ages have paid to thoſe 
happy geniuſſes, who ſeem to ennoble the human 

ſpecies, and whoſe writings conſole us for the 
miſeries of human life! It is reaſonable, then, 
that we ſhould pay to the manes of that great 
man, whoſe loſs is deplored by Europe, the tri- 
| © bute 
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f WM 2nd other very able generals, and had a moſt Czar. 
„ formidable army under his command. The Pruſ- A. P. 
1- fan army was alſo very numerous, and both armies 1778. 
ts MW vere furniſhed with a great and unuſual quantity of 1 
n- MW zrtillery. Before the Pruſſian troops had quitted 
s, Wl their own country, the king ordered a preſent 
cold money to all the officers, rifing in due propor- 
re dons from the enfigns to the generals, as an aſſiſt- 
ft W ance towards their camp-equipage, and other 
we charges incident to taking the field ; and the ſoldiers 
of MW vere alſo gratified by an augmentation of one 
he MW fourth, both in their pay and proviſions, from the 
commencement of actual ſervice *. 188 
cle Tux king of Pruſſia having paſſed through 
of Wl Sileſia, then penetrated the mountains of Bohemia, 
he and having ſeized the city, caſtle, and magazines 
y- MW of Nachod, in the confines of that kingdom, with- 
ace W out oppoſition, he fixed his head-quarters there in 
ere che month of July, whilſt he waited for the arrival, 
ind and made roads acroſs the mountains to facilitate 
ſh- W the paſſage, of his heavy artillery and ſtores. In 
-at- W the mean time, the emperor had taken an advan- 
uch W tageous poſt at Koningſgratz, where his army was 
ole very ſtrongly encamped. Several ſubſequent move- 
gan ments were made by theſe great armies; but no 
the action of any conſequence took place; and a 
en, MW negociation was ſet on foot, which at length ended 
ren in the peace of Teſchen, which was concluded on 
ti- WM the thirteenth of May, 1779. By that treaty it 
* 275 Annual Regiſter, ut ſupra, p. 21. 
E e 2 Was 
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SH ar. was agreed, that the court of Vienna ſhould, re. | 
WD nounce us pretenſions to Bavaria, retaining only | 
the diſtrict of Burghauſen; that ſix millions of 

florins ſhould be paid to the elector of Saxony as an 
\ equivalent; and that a recognition ſhould be made 
of the right of the houſe of Brandenburgh to re- 


: 
unite the margraviates of Franconia to their electoral 


dominions, after the extinction of the reigning f 
family *7*, By this treaty the late convention be- 
tween the court of Vienna and the elector palatine 0 
was allo totally annulled, and ſatis faction was agreed ; 
to be made to the duke of Deuxponts. | c 


DvuxixG the courſe of this ſhort war, the king 
had at one time his head-quarters at Frankenſtein, 
in Upper Sileſia. He lodged in the houſe of a 
widow, far advanced in years, who, on his arrival, 
ſhewed him into her beſt apartment, in which wers 
portraits of her fix ſons, who had all fallen in bat- 
tle, and in the king's ſervice. Frederick ſeemed 
to view theſe pictures with ſome emotion; and fix- 
ing his attention more particularly upon one of 
them, he ſaid, © Had this brave officer lived, he 
« would now have been one of my generals.” He 
then inquired into the circumſtances of the family, 
and hearing that the lady had ſtill two daughters 
unprovided for, he made her a preſent of fix thou- 
ſand ducats *. 
276 Memoize Hiſtorique ſur la derniere annze, &c. par k 
comte de Hertzberg, p. 27. 
n Latrobe's Characteriſtie Anecdotes of Frederick II. late 


King of Pruſſia, p. 169, 170. 
| | 4 258 | 1 


a 
* « ov 8 1 4. 
5 1 "IN * Þ * 


FREDERICK THE THIRD: 423 


k © bute of admiration and panegyric to which his 8 

y merit has ſo juſtly entitled him“. n ne . 

f FREDERICK afterwards proceeds to take a view 

< of VoLTaiRE's life and writings. After mention- 

e ing his being confined in his youth in the Baſtile, 

: he ſays, © The unworthy and opprobrious treat- 

a ment, which he ſuffered in his native country, 

9 « excited his indignation; and, ſoon after his re- 

a © leaſe from the Baſtile, he took refuge in Eng- 

0 land, where he was received moſt favourably by 

d * the public, and where his diſtinguiſhed merit 

| © ſoon gained him many admirers, At London 

g © he finiſhed the Henriade, which he publiſhed in 

, * that city, under the title of the Poem of the 

a League. VoLTaiRE, who knew how to make 

l, the moſt of every ſituation, principally applied 

es MW © himſelf, during his reſidence in London, to the 

t- * ſtudy of philoſophy. The moſt judicious and 

d © profound philoſophers then. flouriſhed in Eng- 

. © land. VoLTArRE got hold of the thread, which 

of © had conducted the circumſpe&t Locks in the 

de labyrinth of metaphyſics. He reſtrained the 

le © impetuoſity of his fancy, and ſubjected it to the 

. laborious calculations of the immortal Nxwrox. 

He made the diſcoveries of that great philoſopher = * 

u- * his own, and explained his ſyſtem with ſuch 
elegant ſimplicity, as made it univerſally under- 


ni The Panegyric of Voltaire, written by the King of 
Pruſſia, and tranſlated from the Freach, 8vo, Lond. 1779, 
Pr 5-10. 


1 E e 4 * ſtood, 
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88 © ſtood. Before this time M. de Fontenelle was 
— the only philoſopher who had ſcattered flowers on 


© the dryneſs of aſtronomy, and rendered this 
« ſcience fit to amuſe the leifure of the fair-ſex, 
© The Engliſh were flattered with finding a French- 


© man, who, not ſatisfied with admiring the works 


© of their philoſophers, tranſlated them into his 
© own tongue. The moſt illuſtrious characters in 
© London were fond of his ſociety ; never did any 
© ſtranger meet with ſuch diſtinguiſhed favours; 
© yet theſe, how flattering ſoever to his ſelf-love, 
© could not extinguiſh the love of his country, 
© which carried him back into France. The Pari- 
© Hans, enlightened by the ideas which ſo learned 
© and profound a nation entertained of our young 
© author, began to ſuſpect that their city had pro- 
© duced a great man. Then appeared his Letters 
© on the Engliſh Nation; a work in which the 
© author deſcribes, with bold and rapid ſtrokes, 
the manners, the arts, the religion, and the 
« government of that people. The tragedy of 
© Brutus, fitted to pleaſe a nation of freemen, fol- 
© lowed ſoon after, as well as that of Mariana, and 
* a number of other pieces. 

Taz king alterwards mentions the death of 
madame du Chatelet, and Voltaire's invitation to 
the court of Berlin; but paſſes very ſlightly over 

the cauſes of his, quitting the Pruſſian dominions. 


279 Panegy rie of Voltaire, ut ſupra, p. 14—17- 
| | 3 
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He obſerves, that while Voltaire was yet employ- Cn 8552 
ing every effort of his reaſon to check the violence W 

« of his grief, he was called to the court of Gs. a 
The king, who had ſeen him in the year 1740, 
| © wiſhed to have in his dominions a man of ſo 
© uncommon and fo exalted a genius. In 1752, 
© he appeared at Berlin. His converſation was as 
© agreeable as it was inſtructive. His knowledge 
y was immenſe ; his imagination equally brilliant 
© and fertile; and his wit always ready. He em- 
© belliſhed every ſubject by the graces of his fancy; 
„ © and was, in one word, the delight of every 
. © ſociety. An unfortunate quarrel, which aroſe 
© between him and M. de Maupertuis, divided 
© two learned men, who were made to love, and 
not to hate one another; and the war, which 
© broke out in 1756, made him take the reſolution 
© of fixing his reſidence in Switzerland. He viſit- 
© ed Geneva, and afterwards Lauſanne, and at 
© length acquired the delicious diſtrict of F erney. 
© where he eſtabliſhed his abode “ . 

ArTxr entering into a diſtin enumeration of 
many of Voltaire's pieces, and ſpeaking of his 
various and extenſive abilities, Frederick fays, 
© Such a diverſity of talents, and ſuch a variety of 
knowledge, united in the ſame man, affect the 
© readers with ſurprize, mixed with admiration. 
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Sec: Call to remembrance, gentlemen, the lives gf 
dhe great men of antiquity, whoſe names are 
© handed down to later ages. You will find, that 
© each of them confined his talents to one particular 
© art. Ariftotle and Plato were philoſophers, 
< ZXſchines and ' Demoſthenes, orators; Homer, MW f 
© an epic poet; Sophocles wrote tragedies; Ana. MW + 
© creon, ſongs; Thucydides and Xenophon, hif. 
© tories. In the ſame manner, among the Ro- d 
< mans, Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Lucretius, were MW h 
'< poets; Livy and Varro, hiſtorians ; Craſſus, and t 
© the elder Antony, attended only to their plead- u 
© ings. Cictro, that eloquent conſul, the guar. MW | 
© dian and father of his country, is the only Ro- 
© man who poſſeſſed the whole compaſs of literary e 
© attainments. He joined to that commanding MW " 
© eloquence, which rendered him ſuperior to all 
© his contemporaries, a deep knowledge of the 
© philoſophy ſtudied in antient times; as is evident h 
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from his Tuſculan Queſtions, his admirable {MW d 
N © Treatiſe on the Nature of the Gods, and Books i * 
ö of Offices, which contain, perhaps, the beſt " 
11 ſyſtem of morality which we have ſeen to this l 
(1 © day. Cicero was likewiſe a poet. He tranſlat- 1 
| ed, into Latin, the verſes of Aratus; and it i: a 
| © believed, that his corrections much improved the wy 
1 - © philoſophical poem of Lucretius. It is neceſſary, a 
| therefore, to run over ſeventeen centuries, before WM. 
© we can find, in that immenſe multitude which 
| « 


© compoſes 
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ever examined its evidences with any degree. of Cnax, 
| k = XXX 

accuracy or candour. In his own writings, . he 
gave himſelf little concern about the fairneſs of his 
reaſonings, or the accuracy of his citations ; and 

he often treated the moſt intereſting and important 
ſubjects with a very indecent and cenſurable levity, 

He appeared to have an extreme ſolicitude, to 
propagate thoſe principles of ſcepticiſm and infi- 
delity, by which no man, as an individual, 1s made 
happier or better; which are injurious to the in- 
tereſts of ſociety in general; and which are equally 
unfavourable to the dignity, and to the felicity of 
human beings. But whatever the demerit of Vox- 
TAIRE in other reſpects might be, he was undoubt- 

edly entitled to great commendation, for the zeal 

with which he conſtantly defended the great prin- 
ciples of religious toleration. As his writings were 
read, with avidity, throughout every part of Eu- 
rope, they appear in this view to have been pro- 
ductive of very important and beneficial effects, 

He had alſo great merit in expoſing the haſty, er- 
roneous, and unjuſt deciſions, which too frequent- 

ly took place in the French courts of judicature ; 

in ſundry inſtances he nobly diſtinguiſhed himſelf 

as the defender of oppreſſed innocence; and he 
exhibited, on various occaſions, great humanity 


Bur 


[s] Francis Mania AroveT DE VoLTA1RE was bora 


at Paris on the aoth of November, 2694. His father, Francis 
Arouet, 
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Bur to return to the king of Pruſſia, At the 


2 cloſe of the year 1779, an account was publiſhed, 
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Arouet, was a reſpeRable notary, and treaſurer to the chamber 
of accounts at Paris, He was a man of letters, and his houſe 


was much frequented by literary men. Voltaire gave ſuch early 


indications of an uncommon genius, and of literary talents, 


that he was ſaid to have made verſes almoſt in his cradle. At 


ten years of age, he was ſent to the college of Louis le Grand 
in Paris, which was under the direction of the Jeſuits. His 
academical exerciſes were greatly admired; and the celebrated 
Ninon de PEnclcs left him, by will, 2000 livres, to purchaſe 
books. On his leaving college, he was preſſed by his father to 
engage in ſome profeſſion, * I chooſe no other,” ſaid Voltaire, 
« than that of a man of letters.” With this anſwer his father 
was not pleaſed, and he ſent him for ſome time to ſtudy the 
law ; but he could not be prevailed upon to engage in that pro- 
feſſion. His propenſity to ſatire was frequently manifeſted even 
in his youth, and when he was about twenty years of age, he 
was impriſoned in the Baſtile, on ſuſpicion of having written a 
poem againſt the government. When he had been confined al- 
moſt a year, .he was ſet at liberty ; and afterwards waited upon 
the duke of Orleans, then regent of France, to tetutn thanks 
for his deliverance. On that account the duke ſaid to him, 


© Be wiſe, and I will take care of you.” * I am infinitely 


& obliged to your royal highneſs,” replied Voltaire; “ but 1 
Wang oo Re eee in future, about my 

& board or lodging.” 

He oficrwards publiſhed ſeveral pieces at Paris; ad ho wii 
to England in the year 1725, where be was well received, and 
continued about three years. He publiſhed his Hznziape at 
London, by ſubſcription, in the year 1726 ; and the ſubſcrip- 
tion is ſaid. to have produced him more than fix thouſand 
pounds. On his return to France, he placed the money, which 
r Ger Gs in-a lottery, nn 
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«compoſes the human ſpecies, a ſingle man fit to 
© be compared with our Author. It may be ſaid, Co 

© if I may be allowed fo to expreſs myſelf, _ 
© VoLTAIRE alone was equal to a whole Academy. 
© In ſome of his writings we recognize Bayle, 
© armed with all the arguments of logic: in others 
© we ſeem to read Thucydides. Here he is a phi- 
© loſopher, prying into the ſecrets of nature; there 


a metaphyſician, ſupported by analogy and ex- 
© perience, following, with meaſured ſteps, the 


© wary track of Locke. In other performances 


427 


= 


you find the rival of Sophocles: there he aſſumes . 


© the comic maſk ; but the elevation of his genius 
© can hardly deſcend to an equality with Terence 
© and Moliere. Soon you ſee him mount on fiery 


* Pegaſus, who, extending his wings, carries him 


© to the top of Helicon, where the god of the 
* Muſes adjudges him his place between Homer 
© and Virgil m.? 

IT is certain, that the king of Pruſſia was ex- 
tremely partial to Voltaire; but it is equally cer- 
tain, that this moſt ſingular man poſſeſſed very ex- 
traordinary abilities. Perhaps no author ever ac- 
quired, in his own time, ſuch great and general 
celebrity. The univerſality of his talents excited 
aſtoniſhment ; and the keenneſs of his wit, the fer- 
N « his genius, and the variety of his produc- 


20 Panegyric of Voltaire, ut ſupra, p. 3841, 
tions, 
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Citae. tions, continually excited the attention of the lite. 
XXXVI. | 
Ka ary world, throughout every part of Europe. In 


early youth he appears to have been prejudiced 
againſt revealed religion [R]; and there is no rea. 
ſon to believe, that, at any period of his life, he 


Ia] Very early pains appear to have been taken, to infuſe 
into the mind of Voltaire a diſlike to tevealed religion, We 
are informed by the marquis de Villette, that the abbẽ de Chi- 
teauneuf was Voltaire's god · ſather, and his firſt inftruftor, This 
nobleman alſo ſays, that Ninon de I'Enclos one day aſked the 
abbe de Chateauneuf after his god-ſon : “ My dear friend,” 
replied the abbe, he has been twice chriſtened ; but you 
* would not believe it; for, though he is only three years old, 
te he knows all the Moi ade by heart.” The Moiſade was a 
poem intended to ſhew, that the Moſaic diſpenſation had no 
divine origin, It appears, that Voltaire was twice baptized, 


He was baptized as ſoon as he was bern, becauſe 1 it was not ex» 


pected that he would live ; and was afterwards baptized again 
by another prieſt, who was not acquainted with what had heen 
done before. At his birth, we are told, he ſcarcely breathed, 
He was left to the care of a nurſe, who, during many months, 
came down every moraing to the mother, to acquaint her, 


© that the child was at the point of death; and, for a long 


* time, they had no hopes of preſerving its life. Two perſons 
© intereſted themſelves very mach ia this child's welfare. One 
* was monſieur de Rochebrüne, of an antient and noble family 
© of le Haute-Auvergne : the other was the abbe de Charcan- 
* neuf, a very well intormed man, of a lively difpoiition, and 
very agrecable turn of mind. His behaviour was that of a 
© man, who ſubjects himſelf tb no reſtraint but that of deco- 
rum. He was the friend of Chaulieu, and of the princes de 
Vendome and de Conti. He lived in intimacy with Ninon 
de FEnclos, and was the laſt perſon ſhe loved.“ Life of Vol- 
taize, tranſlated by Mr. .Monke, p. 11. - i bs | 


ever 
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under Frederick's own direction, of the caſe of Cr. 


he miller Arnold; an affair which excited much K B. 


atten- 1779. 


M. Desfortes, comptroller- general of the finances, by which he 
was 2 great gainer ; and this laid the foundation of that fortune, 
which afterwards enabled him to live with ſo much ſplendour at 
ferney. 5 . 

* of BRV rus was exhibited at Paris in 1730, but 
did not meet with a very favourable reception. The king of Pruſſia 
obſerves, that it was thought that Bx ur us was more adapted 
« to the theatre of London, than to that of Paris, becauſe a 
« father, who ſhould condemn his ſon to death in cold blood, 
« would, in France, be regarded as a barbarian; but, in Eng- 
„land, a conſul ſacrificing his own blood to the liberty of his 
„country, is conſidered as a God.” He alſo publiſhed his 
Hisroky or CHARLES XII. bis tragedy of Zara, which 
was received with great applauſe, and his LzTTxzs Pa1Lo- 
0?PH1QUES, But a decree of the parliament of Paris having 
been iſſued againk the latter, he thought proper to quit the ca- 
pital, and reſided for ſome years at the country ſeat of madame 
du Chatelet. In that retirement he compoſed his Essay ow 
UxtversaL HrsTORY, his ELEMENTS OF THE PHllLos0+ 
rr of Nzw rox, and ſeveral of his dramatic pieces. Soon 
fer the death of madame du Chatelet, he repaired to the court 
of Berlin, and of that period of his hiſtory ſome - account has 
been already given. | 

After he had quitted the Pruſſian court, he refided for many 
years at Ferney; and, during that period, he publiſhed his Ac z 
or Lewis XIV. and a great number of other pieces. In the 
laſt year of his life he went again to Paris, where he was fo 
much viſited, and ſo much courted and careſſed, that the change 
in his mode of living appears to have baſtened his death. He 
died at Paris on the thirtieth of May, 1778, and was interted 


at Sellieres, a Benedictine abbey between Nogent and Troyes. 


The king of Pruſſia remarks, that Although M. de Voltaire 
| Was 
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out the Pruſſian dominions. The caſe of this man 
was ſtated in the following terms: One John 
© Michael Arnold, a miller, had bought the leaf: 
© of a mill belonging to the eſtate of count Schmet- 
© tau, of Pommerzig, ſituated in the New Marche 
© of Brandenburgh, near the city of Cuſtrin, and 
© known in that province under the name of the 
< Pommertziger Kerb's Mill. This mill, at the time 


© when Arnold bought the leaſe of it, was plentifully 


© ſupplied with water, by a river which empties it. 
© {elf into the river Warta. During fix years Ar. 
© nold had made various improvements in the faid 
© mill; and, by means of his labour and induſtry, 
© had been enabled to pay his rent regularly, and 
< to acquire a ſufficiency for the maintenance of 
© his family. At the end of that period, the pro- 
© prietor of the ſaid mill reſolved to enlarge a fiſh- 
«© Was naturally of a delicate conſtitution, and grief, anxiety, 
« and intenſe application, had greatly weakened his health, be 
«* reached his eighty - fourth year. In his exiſtence, mind pre- 
* vailed in every thing over matter. It was a ſtrong foul, 
«© which communicated its vigour to a body almoſt tranſ- 
r 

Voltaire died rich; for he appears to have been always er- 
tremely attentive to the accumulation of money. He ſeems to 
have made large ſums by his writings, and he ſometimes en- 
gaged in commercial projects. He had a ſhare in a rich met- 
cantile houſe at Cadiz, and other commercial connexions ; and 
had once part of a contract for furniſhing the French army with 
proviſions, by which he is ſaid to have gained near thirty thou- 
ſand pounds, 


4 nd 


Lay 
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© pond, contiguous to his ſeat, and cauſed a- canal CA. 
© to be cut from the ſaid rivulet, at a ſmall diſ- A. D. 
© tance above the mull, to ſupply his fiſh-pond . 


« with water. By theſe means the current of the 
« ſtream was leſſened, and the quantity of water 
ſo much diminiſhed, that the mill could no lon- 
© ger do the uſual work. The miller had foreſeen 
© the event, and from the beginning had remon- 
© ſtrated againſt the cutting off the canal. But his 
© remonſtrances, as well as his ſolicitations for can- 
© celling the leaſe, proving in vain, he was at laſt 
© forced to ſeek redreſs in a court of judicature at 
© Cuſtrin, to whoſe cognizance the affair belong- 
'ed; but his lord, being a man of fortune and 
' conſequence in that province, ſoon found means 
© to fruſtrate his endeavours. He continued to en- 
large his fiſh-pond, ſo that the miller, inſtead 
© of obtaining redreſs, found his water daily de- 
© creaſing to ſuch a degree, that at laſt he could 
' only work during two or three weeks in ſpring, 
and about as many in the latter part of the year. 
Under theſe circumſtances, the miller couid no 
longer procure his livelihood, and pay his rent, 
and conſequently became indebted to his lord 
for a conſiderable ſum. The latter, in arder to 
* obtain his rent, entered a ſuit againſt him in the 
' ſame court of law at Cuſtrin, which had before 
' refyſed relief to the miller, and ſoon obtained a 
' ſentence againſt the miller's effects; which ſens 
'rence, being approved of and ratified in the-high- 
Vor. II, FF © court 
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nsr, court of appeals at Berlin, was put in excenbticn; 


XXXVI. 
A. D. 


1779. 


© The miller's teafe, utenſils, goods, and chattels, 
© were ſeized and ſold, in order to pay the arrears 
© of his rent, and the expences of a moſt iniquitous 
© Jaw-fuit ; and thus poor Arnold, and his family, 


© were reduced to want and wretchedneſs ** 


Ix the account publiſhed of this cafe by the 
king's direction, it was alfo ſtated, that his ma- 
jeſty having been informed of the injuſtice that had 
been committed againſt Arnold, and having ſtricthy 
examined into the truth of the caſe, and afterwards 
ſummoned the chancellor and judges before him, 
had made the following declaration: The fen- 
© tence decreed againſt the miller Arnold, of the 
© Pommertziger Kerb's mill, in the New Marche 
© of Brandenburgh, being an act of the moſt ſin- 
gular injuſtice, and entirely oppoſite to the pa- 
© ternal intentions of his majeſty; whoſe defire it 
is that impartial juſtice be fpeedily adminiſtered 
© to all his ſubjects, whether rich or poor, without 
any regard to their rank or perſons; his majeſty, 
in order to prevent ſimilar iniquities for the fu- 
© ture, is reſolved to puniſh, in an exemplary man- 
ner, the authors of that unjuſt ſentence, and to 
© eſtabliſh an example for the future conduct of 
© judges and magiſtrates in his dominions. For 
© they are all to conſider, that the 'meaneſt-pez- 
© fant, nay even the beggar, is a man as wall a 
* the king, and conſequently equally entitled to 
7 200 ew Annual Regiſter,” vol. L p. 2; k! 
3 c zmpat- 
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© impartial juſtice, eſpecially, as in the preſence of 


« juſtice all are equal, whether it be a prince wlio A. D. 
brings a complaint againſt a peaſant, or a, pea- 1779. 


ſant who prefers one againſt a prince. In ſimi- 
hr caſes, juſtice ſnould act uniformly, without 
any retroſpect to rank or perſon. This ought to 
© be. a univerſal rule for the conduct of judges: 
and if the courts of law in his majeſty's domi- 
* nions ſhould ever deviate from this. principle: of 
equity, they may depend upon being ſeverely pu- 
* niſhed. For an unjuſt magiſtrate, or a court of 
law, guilty of wrong, and ſubſervient to oppreſ- 
« ſion, are more dangerous than a band of- rob- 
bers; againſt whom any man may be upon his 
guard. But bad men, entruſted with,.authority, 
who, under the cloak of juſtice, practiſe their 
© iniquities, are not ſo eaſily guarded againſt. 'Fhey 
© are the worſt of villains, and deſerve double pu- 
* niſhment,'——* The king, at the ſame. tame, here. 
by ſignifies to all his courts of law, that he has 
appointed a new high chancellor, and that his 


* majeſty will be very exact for the future, in the 


© examination of his, and of their proceedings. 
They are, moreover, hereby ſtrictly command- 
*ed, I. To bring all law- ſuits to the ſpeedieſt 
concluſion. II. Carefully to obſerve, that the 
* ſacred name of juſtice may never be profaued by 
any acts of oppreſſion and injuſtice. | And. III. 
To act with the moſt abſolute impartiality to- 
* wards every one, whether prince or peaſant, with- 
Fiz | ou: 
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\Onare © out the leaſt regard to ſituation in fe. And in 


A. D. © caſe his majeſty ſhould find their proceedings any 
1779+ © ways contrary to the above orders, they may de- 


« pend upon a rigorous puniſhment; as well the 

* preſident, as the reſpective judges and counſel. 
© lors, who ſhall. be found guilry of, or- acceflary 
© to, any ſentence directly oppoſite to the funda- 
© mental principles of juſtice. Whereof all the 
© courts of law, in all his majeſty's dominions, are 
to take notice. This declaration, ſome parts 
of which are truly excellent, was ſigned by the 


king himſelf, and dated at Berlin, Dec. 11, 1779. 


As Frederick's deciſion in favour of Arnold, 


and his declaration reſpecting his judges and courts 
of law, were publiſhed not only. in the Pruſſian 


dominions, but in other parts of Europe, they oc- 
caſioned his zeal for juſtice, and the ſteps that he 
had taken to promote it, to be ſpoken of, in fo- 


reign countries, in terms. of very high commen- 


dation. But, in the Pruſſian domimons, his con- 
duct was cenſured from the beginning: for when 
the affair came to be truly and properly ſtated, it 
appeared, that the miller's caſe had been - totally 
miſrepreſented, and that the king himſelf had been 
guilty of a great act of injuſtice, and treated his 
chancellor and judges in a moſt arbitrary and op- 
preſſive manner. It appeared, that Arnold was 4 
man of but indifferent character, and that no pro- 


ceedings had been carried on againſt him but what 


er Auen Regiſter vol. T. p. 4. 
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were ſtrictly regular and legal. The impediments Czar. 


which he had ſtated, as preventing him from mak- 


12 of 


ing the uſual profits by his mill, did not in reality 570% 


exiſt. It was proved, that the fiſh-ponds, of which 
he complained, had not been made by his land- 
lord, and were not claimed by him; that they were 
the property of another gentleman, who had an un- 


doubted right to the uſe of the water of the rivulet - 


for the ſupply of his ponds, by a deed of more 
than two hundred years ſtanding, during all which 
time the ponds in queſtion had exiſted. - It was 
alſo proved, that Arnold had neglected to pay his 
rent for more than five years together, and that he 
had ſuſtained no ſuch infury as he had pretended .. 
The caſe was ſo circumſtanced, that the courts of 
juſtice could not determine otherwiſe than they 
did, without acting in oppoſition to the principles 
of equity, and to the eſtabliſhed laws and uſages 
of the country. But Frederick, at the ſame time 
that he exclaimed againſt the injuſtice of his judges, 
pronounced himſelf a hafty and unjuſt decifion 
againſt them, without any proper inveſtigation of 
their conduct. He had received a falſe informa- 

tion of the tranſaction [T], and Precipitately ſup- 


poſed, 


*., Latrobe's Characteriſtie Anecdotes of Frederick I. late 


King of Pruſſia, p. 289, 290. 

(r] The king had firſt employed colonel Heucking, an old 
officer, to procure him the proper information in Arnold's caſe ; 
and this gentleman employed as his agent a man whoſe name was 

Ff3 Bech, 
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EP that injuſtice had been done, becauſe the 


perſon with whom the miller had contended was 


a man of rank. The cauſe had been firſt deter. 
mined in a Provincial court, againſt Arnold, and 


the ſentence was afterwards confirmed in the ſu- 


preme court of juſtice at Berlin. But Frederick 
not only. reverſed the deciſion by his own authority, 
and turned his chancellor; baron Furſt, and eight 
of his judges out of their offices, but alfo con- 
demned them to cloſe impriſonment for a year at 


Spandau. He likewiſe condemned them to pay 


the full price of the mill,” and to reſtore the ſame 
to Arnold, beſides paying the full coſts of all his 
ſuits, and making him a cqmpenfation for his loſs 
of time and buſineſs s. 

BARON Zedliz, one of the confidantial mini- 
ſters of ſtate, refuſed to counterſign this deciſion 


againſt the judges; and was, on that account, in 
diſgrace till the king's death. The court and peo- 
ple of Berlin had ſo ſtrong a conviction of the in- 


Juſtice of the king's proceedings in Arnold's caſe, 
that ſubſcriptions were opened for the ſupport of 


| the impriſoned Judges, which amounted to —_ 


Bech, who had formerly been an attorney, and who had been 
ſtruck off the roll, for iniquitous and illegal practices, by the 
provincial court in which the cauſe had been firſt tried. This 
man gave a falſe ftatement of the caſe, out of reſentment againſt 
the court; and to this man's repreſentation the king gave im- 
1 credits Latrobe* Characteriſtic Anecdotes, p- 282. 


nas Latrobe, ut ſupra, p. 287, 291. 


more 
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more than their ſalaries ; and the. prince-royal of Char. 


Pruflia, and the princeſs Amelia, were among the A, 
number, of ſubſcribers. All the, proceedings in the 
caſe of Arnold have ſince been reverſed, Count 


XXXVI, 


17 
8 


Hertzberg ſays of the preſent king, chat « he has | 


« cauſed, to be abrogated, and ſet aſide thoſe arbi- 

« trary arrangements, which the late king had 
0 made in the famous caſe of the miller Arnold, 
« and has thus repaired a ſtriking injuſtice, which 
« that great prince had committed by his miſtakes 
“and precipitation, and by the * even 
« of his zeal for juſtice *.“ 

Taz conduct of the. king of Pruſſia, in the 
caſe of the miller Appell. ſnews how incapable 


any deſpotic prince, though of the greateſt abili- 


ties, muſt ever be, of the proper adminiſtration 
of juſtice. In this caſe, Frederick at firſt really 
intended to do juſtice; but the ſummary manner, 
in which he attempted to do it, defeated his own 
end. In conſequence of his neglect of thoſe forms 
of law, which are neceſſary to aſcertain where the 
truth lies, he was totally miſtaken ; his informa- 
tion was erroneous, and his deciſion unjuſt ; and 
his treatment of his chancellor and judges in the 
higheſt degree arbitrary and oppreſſive. But he 
could never afterwards be brought to reverſe his 


proceedings. He was accuſtomed to perſiſt, with 
the moſt inflexible obſtinacy, in whatever he Rad 


% Memoire Hifſtorique de la premiere annce du. x8gne da 
Frederick Guillaume II. Roy de Pruſſe, p. 14, 


Ff 4 once 
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x. once determined, however erroneoully, reſpecting 
XXXVI. 

A. D. his adminiſtration of government, eſpecially when 

1783. his will and pleaſure had been made nm and 
generally known. 

In the year 1783, a memorial was e by 

M. de Thulemeyer, the Pruſſian miniſter at the 

* Hague, to the States-general, in which it was re- 

i queſted, in che name of his Pruſſian majeſty, that 


bi | 
Y they would take fuch meaſures as might effeQually 
bis put an end to the perſecutions which were then 
i carried on againſt the ſtadtholder, and that they 
A would maintain him in the full enjoyment of thoſe 
1 - "prerogatives, which, it was faid, were the rightful | 


attributes of his perſon and family. The follow- | 
ing year the King himſelf wrote a letter to the | 
ſtates· general, in which he complained of the many | 
1 dels that were publiſhed in Holland againſt the 
1 prince of Orange. He admitted in chis letter, that MW * 
1 | he was ee not acquainted with the internal conſti- 4 
ce tution of the republic in all its parts 7 ;” but f 
he faid, © We know full well, that owing to a 
'v e dread left the liberty of the republic ſhould be | 
1 0 cc endangered, the dignity of the ſtadtholder has, 4 
& at times, been entirely laid aſide: but with- c 
ec out inveſtigating whether ſuch apprehenſions were IM 


th 
j & grounded or not, certain it is, that they cannot q 
Gal «exiſt at preſent ; ſince by the wife and ſafe po- he 
* « licy that actuates the reigning potentates of Eu- 

1 | rope, thoſe reſpective powers are watchful for k 
1 n Annual Regiſter, vol. XXVII. p. 320. 
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« the preſervatiaꝝ of each other, and none of them 8 
« can tamely ſuffer, much leſs contribmte, to the Ie 
« ſubverſion of the other [u]. Lou would ſee us 1784. 


« eagerly take the part of the republic, and be 
« the firſt to act in its behalf, were any ſuch de- 
« ſigns broached againſt the ſtates. But we can 
« SAFELY take upon us to. aſſure, that neither the 
« preſent ſtadtholder, nor any his moſt immediate 
« ſucceſſors, WILL EVER contrive, or . undertake, 
« any thing againſt the freedom or welfare of the 
« republic, as it is inſeparable from their own proſ- 
« perity. We, on the contrary, couLD pledge 
« ourſelves, that they WILL kvxx diſcharge the 
« high and important office of ſtadtholder, and 
« exerciſe. its prerogatives, conformably to the in- 
e tentions and.meaning of your high mightineſſes, 
« from which THEY WILL NEVER DEPART ; and 
« for this we Do molt ſolemnly ſtand pledged to 
« the ſtates-general ***,” Frederick farther ſaid, 
« We flatter ourſelves, that you will conſider theſe 
our repreſentations merely as the emanations of 
« that FRIENDSHIP, Which, as their good neigh- 


« bour, actuates us in favour of the republic; and 


ce alſo as proceeding from that concern, which we 


© muſt naturally feel for an illuſtrious. houſe, to 


* which we are ſo nearly allied; and by no means 
© ſuppoſe,/ that we PRESUME TO .MEDDLE in the 


lu] Of this obſervation of Frederick, the partition of Fe- | 


land was an admirable illuſtration. 
2858 Annual Regiſter, vol. XXVII. p. 321. 


7 21 « pri- 
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their freedom, grounded on the firmeſt baſis, 


andꝭ fo. gloriouſly acquired. But his majeſty 
added, ſomewhat inconſiſtently, «© We cannot, con- 
« ſidering the ſituation of our dominions, and of 
« qur antient connexions with the republic, for- 


. © hear feeling the deepeſt concern for the fate of 


* the illuſtrious houſe of Orange, and the conti- 
cc huance of the ftadtholderſhip, which we NEVER 
« CAN TAMELY SUFFER TO UNDERGO ANY AL- 
© TERATION *.“ On the ſeventeenth of Sep- 
tember, 1785, Frederick ſent another letter to the 
States-general, in which is the following paſſage: 
« We recommend in the moſt ſerious manner to 
« your high mightineſſes, the welfare and intereſts 
« of the lord hereditary ſtadtholder, of our dear 
« niece, and of their family; and we hope, that 
« your high mightineſſes will vouchſafe to take 
« into deliberation,” and make the lords of the re- 


_ «. ſpective ſtates conſider, that we cannot be in- 


« different reſpecting the cruel and unmerited fate 
« of perſons ſo nearly related to us; but, on the 


ce contrary, that we ſhall watch over the preſerva- 


* tion of their welfare, to which by every poſſible 


ce means we ought to contribute.“ 


Gaztar diſſenſions had ſubſiſted for a conſl- 


derable time in Holland, reſpecting the ſtadthol- 
der ; and the fact was, that his conduct had afford- 


239 Annual Regiſter, vol, XXVIL p. 322. 290 Thid, 
| | 
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ed too much ground for diſſatisfaction. Count 
Hertzberg mentions it, as ons principal reaſon for 
the interference of the king of Pruſſia in the af- 
fairs of Holland, that he did it, in order © to pre- 
« ſerve» the ſtadtholderſhip, and its prerogatives, 
« to the family of his worthy and incomparable 
« niece, the princeſs of Orange *. The count's 
| ſtatement is extremely candid. But the office of 
ſtadtholder of Holland was not inſtituted for the 
benefit of the niece of the king of Pruſſia, or of 
any of her relations. It was inſtituted for the be- 
nefit of the people of Holland, who had an un- 
doubted right to aboliſh the office, whenever they 
found it uſeleſs or pernicious ; and the relationſhip 
of the king of Pruſſia to the princeſs of Orange, 
could give him no juſt right to interfere in the do- 
meſtic government of Holland. This interfe- 
rence, however, may ſerve to ſhew, how dange- 
tous and pernicious it is to free ſtates, that their 
princes or magiſtrates ſhould intermarry in the fa- 
milies of princes highly deſpotic, and poſſeſſed at 
the fame time of numerous ſtanding armies. Such 
princes may avail themſelves of any pretext, the 
interruption of a lady on a journey, or any other 
pretence, however trifling and contemptible, for 
trampling on the rights of men, or diſturbing the 
peace of nations. No advantages from fuch alli 


e Memoire Hiſtorique fur la derniere ante de la vie ae 
Frederick II. p. 28. 
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Cnar, ances are a compenſation for the probable dangeiy 
ANN)” of ſuch connexions, x, OO 


4785. 


Tur conſtitution of the government of the 
United Provinces is undoubtedly tao ariſtocratical; 


but the defects of their government ſhould be te- 


formed by the Dutch nation themſelves, and not 
by Pruſſian troops. No magiſtrate who requires 
His authority to be maintained by ſuch means, by 
the aſliſtance of mercenary troops of another nation, 


tan deſerve any ſupport from the friends of free. 
dom. and che rights of human nature. The in- 


habitants.of Utrecht, and of ſeveral other parts of 
Holland, were endeavouring to introduce a greater 
mixture of democracy into the conſtitution of the 
republic ; and, if no foreign power had interfered, 
their form of government would probably have 
been gradually and eſſentially improved. The 
preſervation of the balance of power in Europe, 
has ſometimes been pretended as a reaſon for fuch 
interpoſitions; but it never can be neceſſary for the 


preſervation of the balance of power, that one 


nation ſhould claim a right to dictate to another 
reſpecting their conduct to their own magiſtrates, 


or whether a particular office of magiſtracy ſhould 
be continued or /aboliſhed. Such interpoſitions 


are a manifeſt violation of natural right, and are 
not to be juſtified by any ſuch pretences. | 
Ix the interference of the king of Pruſſia in the 
Gomeltic * of Holland cannot juſtly be 

| defended, 


cut 
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defended, a fimilar interference on the part of CA 
England, muſt be ſtil} more indefenſible, and more —_— 
inconſiſtent... It can ill become a nation, who have 1785. 


cut off the head of one tyrant, and driven another 
from the throne, to tell the people of Holland, 
that they ſhall not be diſſatisfied with their ſtadt- 
holder. The prepoſſeſſions of the court of Eng- 


land may lead them to defend the cauſe of the 
ſtadtholder; but it can never be the intereſt of the 


people of England, nor in any degree honourable 
to their character as a nation, to engage in a con- 
teſt in ſupport of the claims of the ſtadtholder, in 
oppoſition to the ſenſe of a great part of the people 
of Holland. Of the conduct of the ſtadtholder, 


the Dutch nation are the ſole and proper judges; 
nor can the inhabitants of any foreign country have 


2 right to dictate to them, what judgment they 


ſhall form, or in what manner they ſhall act, re- 
ſpecting a magiſtrate of their own creation. Nor 
can the occaſional improper interferences of France, 
in fuch caſes, juſtify ſimilar and equally improper 


interferences of other nations. Every nation muſt 


have a natural and unqueſtionable right to regulate 
its own internal government; and if the Dutch 
chooſe to remove their ſtadtholder, or to abrogate 
his office it would be no neceſſary conſequence, 


that the balance of poqer in Europe would be over- 


turned. Indeed, che Balance of power ſhould be 
maintained by . Berner means, thin by 


preventing 
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cn. preventing the inhabitants of a country from cor. pol 
* recting the defects of their own mode of govern- ba 
1785. ment, or from oppoling the authority of a ma- do 


S—— giſtrate, whom they conceive to have violated his pe 


truſt. | me 
Ir is the intereſt of Great Britain, and of the wil 
United Provinces, to be on terms of peace and its 


friendſhip with each other; and the beſt method 
that England can adopt, in order to prevent France 
from acquiring an undue aſcendancy in Holland, 
is to treat the Dutch with equity, to admit all 
their juſt claims, and to avoid any improper inter- 
ference in their internal government. It is not 
very reaſonable to expect, that the inhabitants of 
Holland ſhould be ready to employ their fleet in 
ſupport of the liberties of Europe, if they are to be 
deprived of their own liberties ; which is undoubted- 
ly the caſe, whenever they are compelled by foreign 
powers to an implicit ſubmiſſion to the authority 
of their ſtadtholder, or prevented from making 
thoſe arrangements in their own domeſtic govern- 

ment, which they may judge to be expedient. 
As to the balance of power, it is certainly reaſon- 
able, that attention ſhould be paid by Great Bri- 
tain. to its preſervation ;- but it does not therefore 
follow, that Great Britain ſhould take an active, 
burthenſome, and expenſive part, in every diſpute 
upon the continent, in matters in which ſhe is not 
at all intereſted, and in caſes in which the acuteſt 
politician 
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politician can hardly determine, on which (ide the Ce. 
balance is likely to Preponderate. Whenever ſhe NR 
does take any part i continental diſputes, it ſhould 1785- 
be in ſupport of general Eberty. That is the part 

moſt ſuited to the genius of the nation, and which' 

will ever be found in the reſult moſt andi £0 


its real intereſt and honour.” 0 
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The great attention of the king of Prufſia to the pro- 

- motion of agriculture, manufafures, and the gene- 
ral proſperity of his duminious.— Incregſe of popula- 
tion in the Pruſſian deminions during the reign of 

* Frederick, —Eftabliſhment of the Germanic union, — 

" Treaty of amity and commerce between Pruſſia and 
© the United States of America.—Death of the king. 
Cnae. SS O ME of the latter years of Frederick, though 
— they were not diftinguiſhed by ſuch actions as 

N excite the attention of mankind, were yet 
in reality more illuſtrious than thoſe of any preced- 
ing period. During theſe years, he employed ex- 
traordinary aſſiduity in the promotion of agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce throughout his domi- 
nions, and in increaſing their population, and 
general proſperity. Count Hertzberg ſays, Agri- 
© culture being the ſureſt means of increaſing po- 
© pulation, becauſe it furniſhes the moſt immediate 
© and neceſſary ſubſiſtence to the inhabitants of a 
© country, the king not only rebuilt the villages 
© and farms which had fallen into decay, but alſo 
© cauſed new ones to be erected, and eſpecially in 
© the neighbourhood of rivers. The greateſt part 
© of theſe rivers having formerly overflowed their 
s banks, and overwhelmed much fertile ground, my 
'V © he found means to confine them within their v 
* | proper 
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proper bounds; and, by thus preventing In. Shes, 
« undations, he recovered many acres of excellent 
« arable and paſture land, which he gave to foreign 
« ſettlers, on condition that they ſhould build and 
« ſtock their farms; and, to encourage them to do 
© this, he granted them, for a number of years, 
© an exemption from taxes, and from military ſer- 
© vice. This was particularly done along the banks 
« of the rivers Netz and Warthe, from Drieſen to 
Cuſtrin, by which 120,000 acres were.recovered 
© from the encroachments of thoſe rivers, and in 
« which three thouſand families obtained ſettle- 
© ments. The ſame was effected on the banks of 
the Oder, from Cuſtrin to Oderberg; along the 
Havel and the Elbe, round the great lake of 
Madue in Pomerania, and in the march of 
« Fiener in the province of Magdeburg; and alſo 
© in the environs of Potſdam, and in a great num- 
© ber of other places throughout the provinces.'— 
© On theſe newly recovered lands, the king builc 
© between five and ſix hundred villages and ham- 
© lets, andeſtabliſhed more than 42,000 families. 
In travelling over theſe lands, it affords great 
* pleaſure to find flouriſhing colonies, good build- 
* ings, fine fields, rich paſture grounds, and num- 
berleſs herds of cattle, where formerly nothing 
© was to be ſeen but water and marſhes *. 


V Diſſertation ſur Ia Population des Etats en general, el far | 
telle des Etats Pruſſiens en particulier, P. 9. SG 
Vor. II. G g Tur 


4 MEMOIRS OF 
Cirz*:.. Tur fame noble writer informs us, that * the 
"© king, not ſatisfied with having built all theſe vil. 

© lages, and eſtabliſhed ſo great a number of fami. 
lies, by colonies of foreigners, and of natives, 
alſo advanced, to many gentlemen and land. 

© holders, ſums, amounting to ſeveral millions of 

* crowns, in order to enable them to clear and to 
improve their eſtates. Theſe ſums were either a 

free donation, or were lent at the low intereſt of 

© one or two per cent. the- produce of which was 

© appropriated for penſions to ſchool-maſters, and 

to the widows or daughters of poor officers. By 

© theſe means he cauſed to be cleared, and to be 

© cultivated, almoſt all the land which was capable 

of it, and which was in any degree worth the 
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labour.“ He likewiſe gave to cultivators of M # 

© land, of every kind, more than three hundred M 

© hereditary farms, or poſſeſſions," out of his om de 

demeſnes. He alſo-promoted-the intereſts of M P 

* agriculture, by cauſing the ſeeds of lucerne, M * 

. © trefoil, and lupin, to be diſtributed to every 0 

farmer who would apply ſor them; by ordering 

a great number of cows to be purchaſed for * 

© many; and by direfting large ſums to be -, 

{ © pended every year in premiums and bounties, u 

1 - © order to encourage farmers to proſecute 151 0 

1 * kind of rural induſtry. f 

j © One of the principal means which the Kin : 

4 © adopted, in caſe of bad harveſts, in order to pre- 
vent famine, and its depopulating conſequence 


c Was 
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© was to erect, in every province, immenſe ſtore- 


457. 


Char. 
« houſes for corn, for the ſubſiſtence of his army in, 


time of war, and of his other ſubjects in ſeaſons 
« of natural ſcarcity. . By purchaſing this corn, he 
kept the price of it ſufficiently high to encourage 
© the huſbandman; and, by opening his ſtores, 
could at any time prevent the market from riſing 
© ſo as to diſtreſs. the people. By theſe means the 
« Pruſſian dominions, though not remarkable for 
extraordinary fertility, ſuffered nothing, and were 
© even able to ſupply their neighbours, in the 
« dreadful. famine. of 1772, the effects of which 
« were ſo fatal in ſome of the moſt fertile parts of 
c Germany *? 293 * 

FREDERICK, was as equally attentive to Mmanufactures 
and to commerce. Manufactures and trades of 
almoſt all kinds were either eſtabliſned by him, or 
received encouragement from him, at Berlin, at 
Potſdam, and in every other part of his dominĩons. 
Me are in poſſeſſion,” ſays count Hertzberg, of 


© almoſt every poſſible kind of manufacture, and 
© can not only excluſively ſupply the Pruſſian domi- 


* nions, but alſo furniſh the remote countries of 
Spain and Italy with linen and woollen cloths. 
Our manufactures go even to China, where ſome 
© of our Sileſian cloths are conveyed by the way of 
© Ruſſia, We export every year linen cloth to the 
© amount of ſix millions of crowns, and woollen 
* cloths and wool to the amount of four millions; 


- 292 Diſſertation, ut ſupra, p. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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Cuar. * which, added to the iron- works and hardware of 
— b ;© the county of Mark, which brings into circula- 
tion about a million of crowns, to the timber of 
© Brandenburgh and Pomerania, to the corn, flax, 
© and timber of Pruſſia, and to the important Poliſh 
© trade that we carry on through Konigſberg, Me. 
© mel, Elbing, Dantzick, and Stettin, affords us 
© ſufficient evidence of the balance of trade being 
© very decidedly in our favour. So many manu- 
factures naturally give ſubſiſtence to a great num- 
© ber of workmen, and draw many foreigners into 
the country; and the augmentation of this claſs 
of citizens neceffarily increaſes the general popula- 
tion. We have in the different dominions of the 
king about 123,000 workmen, who work in (ilk, 
in woollen, in linen, in cotton, in leather, and 
jn other materials, various kinds of merchandize, 
© to the amount of ſixteen millions of crowns, of 
© which eight are for foreign confumption. If we 
© compute that the family of every workman con- 
© fiſts only of four perſons, our manufactures give 
© ſabſiſtence to half a million of people. 
Tus king protected and encouraged manu- 
* factures in every poſſible manner, eſpecially by 
© advancing large ſums of money to aſſiſt them in 
© carrying on their manufactures, animating them 
by rewards, and eſtabliſhing magazines of woo| 
© in all the little towns, for the benefit of the ſmall 
< woollen manufacturers. It was with a view to 
e e e i bi e 
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and Potſdam were exempted from military ſer- 1 
vice; and his majeſty granted nearly the ſame = 


3 


898 


indulgence to the inhabitants of the circles of the 
© mountains of Sileſia, where the poor, but in- 
© duſtrious and ſober weavers, and who are ſettled 
© in a narrow and barren diſtrict, carry on thoſe 
© flouriſhing linen manufactures, which produce us 
© an exportation of ſo many millions. The 
© navigation of the Pruſſian dominions was like- 
« wiſe greatly. benefited and increaſed, by the 
© countenance and protection which the king gave 
© to his flag, which was reſpected every where, and 
© even by the inhabitants of Morocco. We em- 
© ploy, in the maritime provinces, Pruſſia, Po- 
© merania, and Eaſt Frieſland, twelve hundred 
© veſſels; and, if we reckon ten men far the crew 
© of every veſſel, this trading marine gives em- 
© ployment and ſubſiſtence to twelve thouſand ſea- 
© men, Our own national veſſels carry almoſt the 
© whole of the importation and exportation of the 
© Pruſſian dominions ; and they begin to carry on 


a conſiderable coaſting trade, eſpecially the vel. 


© fels from Embden . 

Amons the different manufactures which were 
patronized and encouraged by Frederick, he was 
particularly attentive to the ſilk manufacture [v]; 


wy 


0 Diſſertation, ut ſupra, p. 15, 16. 9 Ibid. p. 18, 
v] Count Hertzberg ſays, * The king adopted every method 
' of favouring and encouraging the growth of 'mulberry trees. 
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' —_ ard it made, during his reign, a very rapid pro- 


dees. He alſo endeavoured to introduce the Eng. 
| liſh manufactures into his dominions; and, with 
that view, he gave ten thouſand crowns, in the 
year 1784, for machines for carrying on the Man- 
10 cheſter manufactures ; and four thouſand crowns, 
. in 1785, towards eſtabliſhing a manufactory of 
Engliſh earthen- ware at Konigſberg 7. 
By the various methods that the king adopted 
for increaſing the number of his ſubjects, the po- 
pulation of his dominions was ſo much augmented, 
as to be nearly double what it was at his acceſſion, 
without taking into conſideration his new acquili- 
tions. Count Hertzberg, after ſtating the popu- 
lation of the Pruſſian dominions, in 1784, to 
amount to ſix millions, ſays, © When the king af- 
© cended the throne, in 1740, the whole popula- 
© tion of his dominions amounted to 2,240,000 
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nnd the culture of filk; eſpecially by adyancing ſums of 
money, and by cauſing houſes and rooms to be built for ſmall 
« cultivators. Hence we ſee that this ſpecies of culture has 
made a great progreſs, and chiefly by the zeal for the promo- 
tion of it, that hath been excited in the country clergy, by 
' © rewards in money, medals, and other diſtinctions. This is 
an odject of the greater importance to the ſtate, as, during 
three months of the ſummer, it affords employment and ſub- 
ſiſtence to a number of perſons, who are too young, or too 
old, for more laborious occupations, and this without any 
* prejudice to agriculture.” Diſſertation, ut ſupra, b. 17. 


32% Difſertation, ut ſupra, p. 9. 0 
297 Diſſertation ſur la veritable Richeſſe dez Etats, &c. pat 
M. de Hertzberg, p. 43. 
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c perſons. If to this be added two millions for 
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« the population of Sileſia, Weſt Pruſſia; and Eaſt — 


Frieſland, as the three provinces that the king 
© acquired, and if theſe two millions are deducted 
from the ſum total of ſix millions, there will re- 


main for the increaſe of the population of tlie 


« antient provinces the number of 1,770,000, 
« which 1s nearly double the amount of the anti- 
© ent population; and if that of the new pro- 
vinces be taken into the account, population 
© hath been nearly trebled , during the d a of 
Frederick [x]. 

Towasps the cloſe of his reign, Frederick 11680 
an order, that when any of his ſubjects came near 
him, or had any thing to preſent to him, they 
ſhould not approach him kneeling e that, ho 
ſaid, being an improper poſture, on any other OC 

298 Diſſertation ſur la Population, &c. p. 3. 


[x] Of the whole increaſe of population in the Pruſſian do- 
minions, during the reign of Frederick, I cannot ſpeak with 


| ſuch full and entire approbation as ſeems to be expreſſed by 
count Hertzberg. The king was undoubgedly entitled to- great, 
applauſe, for many of the methods by which he endeayoyred to 
extend the population of his country; but I can never ſpeak with 


commendation of that increaſe of the general population of the 


Pruſſian dominions, which was occaſioned by an augmentation 
of territory not juſtly acquired, and by forcibly dragging away 
many thouſand families from their native country, merely · ſor 
the aggrandivement of the Pruſſian monarchy, Nei mM leaſt 


regard to juſtice or to humanity. 2 2 
299 Anecdotes and —— of Frederick: * Great 
70l. I. p. 26 * . % een (6 * n 94 a 
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caſion but that of addreſſing the Supreme Being, 
About the ſame time he alſo made a ſecond re. 
form in the laws, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
under the direction of the high chancellor, De 
Carmer; by which the principal direction and ma- 


nagement of law-ſuits was left to the judges, and 


the influence of the advocates was greatly dimi- 
niſhed. It has, however, been juſtly ſuppoſed, 


that too much power was given to the judges by. 


the new arrangement, and that the Pruſſian ſub- 
jects have been deprived of ſome ſecurity : againſt 
the partiality of judges, by the reſtraints that have 
been put upon the advocates by the new regula- 


tions. 5 


emperor, to prevail on the elector- palatine, by the 
offer of a crown, to agree to an exchange of the 


duchy of Bavaria, including all thoſe appendages 
which were left and confirmed to it by the treaty 
af Teſchen, for the Auſtrian Netherlands, which 
were to be conſtituted a kingdom, under the re- 


vived denomination of Auſtraſia. To this ſcheme 
the elector-palatine appeared inclined to agree; 
but it was ſtrongly oppoſed by the king of Pruſſia, 
who entirely prevented it, by propofing what is 
called the Germanic union, which was formed 


at Berlin on the twenty-third of July, 1785; and 


by which many of the electors, and moſt conſider- 
able princes of the empire, agreed to prevent any 


fuch exchange as that of Bavaria, and to unite to- 


3 | gether, | 


In the year 1785 a ſcheme was formed by the 
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gether, in order to preferve inviolate the. preſent Cn Suse. 

Germanic ſyſtem and conſtitution. A. i = 
In 1786, a treaty of amity and commerce was 2786. 

concluded between the king of Pruſſia, and the 

United States of America. The miniſters em- 

ployed, for the negociation of this treaty, were, on 

the part of the king of Pruſſia, baron Thulemeyer, 

and on the part of the United States, Dr. Benja- 

min Franklin, John Adams, Eſq; and Thomas 

Jefferſon, Eſq. It was ſtipulated by this. treaty, 

that there ſhould be a firm, inviolable, and uni- 

verſal peace, and fincere friendſhip, between his 

_ majeſty the king of Pruſſia, his heirs, ſucceſſors, 

and ſubjects, on the one part, and the United States 

of America, and their citizens on the other, with 

out exceptions of perſons or places. That the ſub⸗ 

jets of the king of Pruſſia might frequent all the 

coaſts and countries of the United States of Ame. i 

rica, and reſide and trade there in all ſorts of pro- I 

duce, manufactures, and merchandize and that 

they ſhould pay within the ſaid United States no 

other or greater duties, charges, or fees whatſo- . 

ever, than the moſt favoured nations did, or ſhould _ 

be obliged to pay; and they were to enjoy all che 

rights, privileges, and exemptions, in navigation 

and commerce, which the moſt favoured nation 

did or ſhould enjoy . In like manner, the citi- 


3 Treaty af Amity and Commerce between che United 


States of America, and his Majeſty ,the King of Pruſſia, 8vo. | 
3786, p. 6. 
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zens of the United States of America * fre- 
quent all the coaſts and countries of the king of 
Pruſſia, and reſide and trade there, with the ſame 
privileges; but both che Pruſſians and the Ameri. 
cans were to conform to the laws of the country in 
which they were reſident. Each of the contracting 
parties were to endeavour, by all the means in their 
power, to protect and defend all veſſels and other 
effects belonging to the citizens or ſubjects of. che 
other, which ſhould be within the extent of their 
juriſdiction, by ſea or by land. The antient and 
barbarous right to wrecks of the ſea was to be en- 


tirely aboliſhed, with reſpect to the, ſubjects or,ci- 


tizens of the two contracting parties. - This 
treaty, in framing: of which the enlightened, and 


benevolent mind of Dr. Franklin is. ſuppoſed to 


have been chiefly employed, alſo contained ſeveral 
excellent regulations for preventing . cruelty to pri- 
ſoners in caſe of war, for allowing them the ne- 
- ceſlary proviſions when in confinement, and for 
putting a ſtop to the depredations of privateers, 
and other calamities incident to a time of war. 


FreperICk had now attained to the age of ſe- 
venty-four years, and was in full poſſeſſion of thoſe 
uncommon powers of underſtanding, by which he 
had always been diſtinguiſhed. But his body was 


not Werler vigorous with his mind. He had, in 
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general enjoyed good health, though he had ſeve- Cnar. 


ral times been afflicted with the gout; but his bo- A. D. 
dily diſorders now began to increaſe, and he was 1786. 


extremely dropſical, without being himſelf ſenſible 
that he had that diſorder. He continued, however, 
to apply himſelf to the public buſineſs with his 
uſual aſſiduity. He employed the fame indefa- 
* tigable attention, ſays count Hertzberg, © to the 
internal government of his kingdom, and to the 
© management of his affairs, during the laſt ſeven 
© months of his life, as he had done formerly, and 
© with the fame ſucceſs, notwithſtanding the pain- 
© ful malady with which he was all that time af- 
© flited.'—" Notwithſtanding his deſperate ſitua- 
© tion, he did not remit for a moment his practice 
© of reading all the diſpatches of his foreign mini- 
© ſters, or of dictating every morning, from four 
© till ſeven, the anſwers that were to be ſent im- 
© mediately to thoſe diſpatches [V], and maintain- 
© ing a regular correſpondence with the miniſters 


* of his cabinet, and thoſe for foreign affairs, on 


«© all great political concerns. He kept up the 
© ſame exact and daily correſpondence. with the mi- 


rj] It is faid that, at this period of his life, and when he 
was thus employed, one of his ſecretaries, at the very time that 
he was preſenting a paper to him, fell down dead at his feet. 
The king appeared not in the leaſt affected by the accident, but 
cooly ſaid, ** Let the body be taken away;”” and having ſent 
for another ſecretary, went on with his buſineſs, with as much 
unconcern as if nothing had happened, Vie de Frederick 1I. 
Roy de Pruſſe, tomę IV. p. 115. 


© niſters 


Cunar. © — 


XXXVI. 
A. D. 
1786. 


MEMOIRS OF 
© niſters in the department of juſtice, and in that 


© of the finances; and he directed himſelf, with- 


© out any miniſter or general, the whole of the mi- 
© litary correſpondence, dictating his orders to his 
© ſecretaries and aids-di-camp. . I remember, that, 


4 a few days before his death, he even preſcribed 
© to theſe laſt all the manoeuvres that were to be 


« performed at the reviews in Sileſia, adverting to 
the minuteſt circumſtances of locality. At the 
* fame time, he ſent for general D'Anhalt to Potſ- 
dam, in order to direct ſome new military ar- 
© rangements, for the raiſing of free battalions, to 
* expedite the movement of the army in caſe of a 
© war. He likewiſe ordered to attend him, at 
© Potſdam, the miniſters of ſtate De Hoym and 
© De Werder, and the privy-counſellor Schutz 
from Pomerania, to ſettle with them ſome new 


plans for the cultivation of land, and the im- 


provement of manufactures, which he propoſed 


| © to have executed in 1787, 1n the different pro- 


vinces; and particularly that which he had fo 
© much at heart, to have new villages built at his 


© own expence in all the diſtrits, where the huſ- 


* bandmen reſided on plains of too great extent, 


or where population appeared to be too limited, 


He alfo took particular pleaſure in the execution 
© of a defign that he had formed, of cauſing three 
hundred ſheep and rams to be brought from 

© Spain, in order to improve the breed of our own 
* flocks. As theſe ſheep were to paſs, a few days 
| | before 
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« before hi by Potſdam, he them Cnar. 
fore his death, by am, he expected them Qnar 


with impatience ; being deſirous, as he himſelf "a N 
* ſaid, that ſome of them might come * to pay 1786. 
« him a viſit at Sans-Souci .. :K 

In the month of June, 1786, Dr. Zimmer- 
mann, who is well known for his valuable medical 
productions, and his other ingenious writings, ar- 
rived at Potſdam, in order to attend the king as a 
phyſician. He was treated by Frederick with much 
more reſpe&, than he was accuſtomed to manifeſt 
towards gentlemen of the medical profeffion ; and 
he had many converſations with him on literary 
and other ſubjects. Though the king's legs were 
then much ſwollen with the dropſy, he aſſured 
Dr. Zimmermann, that it was not that diſorder 
with which he was afflicted. But he was too far 
gone to derive any aſſiſtance from that able phyſi- 
cian, who left Potſdam a ſhort time before the 
king's death. 

OF the behaviour of Frederick, is ſome of 
the latter weeks of his life, the following account 
has alſo been publiſhed by count Hertzberg, who 
attended him to the moment that he expired : 
The laſt five weeks of his life,” ſays the count, 
from the ninth of July to the ſeventeenth of Au- 

© guſt, when he died, I paſſed by his deſire at his 
© palace of Sans-Souci. The counts De Schwerin, 
© De Gortz, De Luccheſini, and De Pinto, who 
* were with him three or four hours a day, can 
3% Memoire Hiftorique ſur la dernitre annee; &e. p. wy 
© join 
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join me in the atteſtation, that though much 
* ſwollen and incommoded with the dropſy, ſo that 
© he could not move, without aſſiſtance, from x 
© chair in which he reſted day and night, not be- 
ing able to enjoy the comfort of a bed, and though 


dit was evident that he ſuffered dreadfully, he 


© never betrayed the leaſt ſymptom of uneaſineſs, 
or any diſagreeable ſenſation ; but preſerving 


© always his ſerene, contented, and tranquil air, 


© and without ever ſpeaking of his condition, or 

of death, he converſed with us, in the moſt 
© cordial and agreeable manner, on the public news, 
© on literature, on antient and modern hiſtory, and 


particularly on rural affairs and gardening, to 
© which he was greatly devoted, and which he 


never ceaſed to cultivate. His regular and con- 


© ſtant cuſtom was, after having read, night and 
© morning, the diſpatches of his foreign ambaſſi- 


© dors, with the reports military and pre? of his 


« generals and miniſters, to ſend either at four or 


five o'clock, as the exigency of affairs might re- 


« quire, for his three cabinet ſecretaries in ſucceſ- 
© fjon, to one of whom he dictated the anſwers to 
© be given to each of his miniſters at foreign courts, 


. © which he afterwards communicated to me ; and 


* 


© to the other two his orders and anſwers to mi- 
© niſters of ſtate, or to generals, upon matters of 
© military concern, or of finance, or of juſtice, as 


. © well as his anſwers to the letters and applications 


© of ann, and that in ſo minute and regu- 
© Jar 
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© jar a manner, on ſubjects wonderfully combined, — — | | 
© that the ſecretaries had nothing to do but to add A. B. I 
« the titles, dates, and the uſual formalities. Hav- 1780. 1 
ing diſcharged this buſineſs, at about ſeven or | 
© eight o'clock, he ordered in the commandant of 
« Potſdam, the lieutenant-general De Rohdich, 
and his aids-de-camp, to give them verbal or- 
ders relative to the duties of the garriſon for the 


« day. It was not till he had thus fulfilled all the 
duties of a ſovereign, that he for a few moments 
© ſaw his ſurgeon, and ſometimes a phyſician,' in | 
© order to pay that attention to the ſtate of his } 
© body which neceſſity required. About eleven, i} 
© the counts De Schwerin, De Gortz, De Lucche- 
by ſini, and De Pinto, with myſelf, went to him, 
and converſed with him till the clock ſtruck 
© twelve, when he diſmiſſed us, and took his din- 

© ner alone. In the afternoon, he ſigned” all the 
F * diſpatches and letters which he had dictated in 
© the morning, and which his ſecretaries were obliged 

© to prepare by that time. He again ſent for us 


_ 


2 „ — — — — — — —2*—ð⁵&᷑ͤ́ m * — — 


; © at five o'clock, and kept us with him till eight, | | 
0 © when we withdrew to ſupper, and left him to | 
„das the remainder of the evening, in having paſ- i 
0 © ſages read to him from antient authors, ſuch as I 
- MW < Cicero, Plutarch, &c. and in reading afterwards I! 
fi « fach new diſpatches as he had received, and then ll! 
® WW <« taking ſuch ſleep as his condition would permit I 
NS © him. ' This courſe of life was invariably conti- | 1 


- WH © aved till the fiſteenth of Auguſt, on which- day 
gl | 
© he 
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* he dictated and ſigned his diſpatches, in a man- 
A. B. ner that would have done honour to a miniſter 
3786. © the moſt converſant in the routine of buſineſs. 


It was not till the ſixteenth of Auguſt, that he 
© ceaſed to diſcharge the great functions of a king, 
© and of a minifter of ftate, on which day he was 
© deprived entirely of ſenſe, and on the morning 
© of the ſeventeenth he exhaled his mighty ſoul, in 
© my e- and in that of the reſpectable phy- 
© ſician, Dr. Selle, without any convulſive mo- 
c tion 393,” 

Suck was the end of chi great and celebrated 


' mangech, who died in the ſeventy- fifth year of his 


age, and in the forty-ſeventh of his reign. He 
was interred, with great funeral pomp, on the ninth 

of September following, The church, in which 
the royal remains were depoſited, was entirely hung 
with black; and on fix columns were paintings, 
in grey, intended to exhibit ſome of the moſt re- 
markable circumſtances and tranſactions of the 
reign of Frederick. The firſt painting repreſented 
the king's conqueſts in Sileſia; the ſecond, the 
great ſtand made by him, againſt fuch numerous 
and powerful enemies, during the ſeven years war; 
the third, the embelliſhments of the towns, and 
the cultivation of waſte lands, throughout the Pruſ- 


ſian dominions ; the fourth, the taking poſſeſſion 


of Weſtern Pruſſia ; the fifth, the Germanic Uni- 


on; and the ſixth, the protection afforded, during 


% Memoire Hiſtorique, ut fopra7 p. 8, 9, 10. 
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the reign of Frederick, to the arts and Sacre 8. 
Six trophies were alſo erected within the church, A. 
on which were inſcribed the names of twelve of. 54 ; 
the principal battles fought during his reign; name= © © 
ly, Mor wirz, CzasLav, Sonr, Honen-Faiep- 
BERG, KeSSELDOREF, LowosiTz, PRAGUE, Ros- 
BACH, Lissa, ZornDoRFe, LiontTz, and Ton- 
AU. In eleven of theſe battles, Frederick him- 
ſelf had commanded, and was victorious. The 
battle of KessELDORFF was gained by the prince 
of Anhalt-Deſſau. . 
FREDERICK left behind him a will, of which the 
Cee: is a tranſlation : * After having reſtored 
© peace to my kingdom; after having conquered 
countries, raiſed a victorious army, and filled my 
© treaſury ; after having eſtabliſhed a good admi- 
* niſtration throughout my dominions ; after hav- 
ing made my enemies tremble ; I reſign, with- 
© out regret, this breath of life to Nature. I leave 
© to my very dear nephew, Frederick William, 
my conquered and acquired countries; my 
© caſtles, my buildings, my gardens, my paintings, 
my wardrobe, and my furniture; on condition, 
© that he tenders the trifles which I deſtine to my 
family, as a mark of my remembrance of them; 
© for my eſtates, my treaſure, and my people, are 
© his inheritance by birthright. I defire my ne- 
© phew to leave to the queen, my conſort, what 
© ſhe has at preſent, and to add 10,000 crowns 
© per annum. She never gave me the leaſt unea- 
Vor. II. H h © fineſs 
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© every attention and reſpect for her many and un. 


1786. <© ſhaken virtues. I leave to my brother Henry 
— — 


* 200,000 crowns; the Chryſopraſe ring fer with 


© diamonds, which I wear; one of my moſt beau- 


* tiful Chryſtal chandeliers; and fifty anthiels of 


Hungarian wine. To my brother Ferdinand 


© $0,000 crowns, a coach, and eight horſes. To 


© princeſs Amelia 10, ooo crowns, and a ſervice of 


< filver. © To princeſs Henry 6000 crowns per an- 
num. Toprinceſs Ferdinand to, ooo crowns per 
© annum, and a box ſet with diamonds. To the 
© ducheſs-dowager of Brunfwick 50,000 crowns, 
© and a filver ſervice. To the duke of Brunſwick 
two Engliſh horſes, and their furniture. To duke 
Ferdinand a handſome ſnuff- box, garniſhed with 
© brilliants, becauſe he has always been my friend. 
To prince Frederick of Brunſwick 10,000 crowns, 
© To the ducheſs of Wurtemberg, mother to the 
grand ducheſs, 20,000 crowns. To the prince, 


her conſort, a diamond ring. To the dowager 


© landgravine of Caſſel 10,000 crowns. I recom- 
mend to you, my dear nephew, my brave and 
noble army; all my old officers, particularly thoſe 
© who were about me; all my houſehold, and my 
© fervants; let them ſerve you; and if they are 
old, endeavour to provide for them. My firſt 
© battalion of 'life-guards ſhall have two crowns 
© each man; the ſtaff-officers each a medal, repre- 
c ſcming one of the moſt memorable actions of 

c the 
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© the war of ſeven years, that they may remember 2 
© me, and their own glory. The little legacies A. P. 
© that I have left are not out of the treaſury. That 2766. : 
© is not mine: it belongs to the ſtate. Look upon | 
© it always as ſuch, my dear nephew. Theſe le- 
© oacies proceed from my ſavings, and I hope you 
© will fulfil my laſt requeſts. To be a king is a 
© chance, but never forget that you are a man. I 
* flatter myſelf, that there will be no diſagreemerit. 
© in my family. Private views ſhould be forgotten 
© for the well-being of the ftate. Let harmony 
© reign among you, for the honour and glory of 
© your anceſtors, mad 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 


Character of Frederick III. king of Pruſſia.—Farther 
account of his writin gs. ,— Additional anecdotes, 


— weve the third king of Pruſſia, 

was in his perſon below the middle ſtature; 
but his limbs were well formed, and he had a 
healthful and vigorous conſtitution. The portraits 
of him, at different periods of his life, exhibit a 
conſiderable diverſity of appearance. In his earlier 
years, he ſeems to have poſſeſſed a handſome 


' countenance, and a graceful figure; but he was 


afterwards much altered by the perpetual fatigues 
that he underwent. In the latter part of his life, 
he ſtooped conſiderably in the ſhoulders; and his 
head was almoſt conſtantly inclined on one fide. 
He was ſhort-ſighted ; but he had fine blue eyes, 


full of vivacity and fire; and his look was expreſ- 


five of uncommon keenneſs and penetration. His 


tone of voice was extremely clear and agreeable; 


and he ſpoke ſeveral of the modern languages 
with eaſe and gracefulneſs. He talked much, and 
with great ſprightlineſs, and excelled at repartee. 
In converſation, his features acquired a degree of 
animation, which no portraits could exhibit; and 
though not generally fond of the company of wo- 
men, he yet diſplayed great vivacity in converſing 
with ſuch ladies, as were poſſeſſed of any ſuperior 

merit, 
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| merit. His intellectual powers were great; and Char. 
when we advert to his ſituation, and to the little 


care that had been taken of his education, it muſt 
be acknowledged, that his literary acquiſitions were 
confiderable. He had much general knowledge 
of the ſciences, and was extremely converſant with 
French writers in polite literature; but he is faid 
to have been very imperfectly acquainted with the 
Latin language ; and he acquired his knowledge of 
the great authors of antiquity, both Greek and 
Roman, chiefly through the medium of French 
tranſlations. He was partial to the literature of 
France; but, in the latter years of his life, this 
partiality was much abated. His memory was 
uncommonly retentive ; and he recollected the 
faces of thoſe ſoldiers, who had ſerved in his own 
regiment, when prince, more than forty years after.- 
In his convivial hours, among his favourites, he 
was chearful, facetious, witty, and ſarcaſtic. But 
his railleries on thoſe, who were admitted to his 
familiarity, were often too biting ; though he 
ſometimes met with very ſmart retorts, and which 
he generally received with good humour. | 
His conduct and character were very various, 
and at different times appeared in a very different 
light. His predominant paſſion was the love of 
glory; and this often led him to thoſe actions, 
which would extend his fame, and excite the at- 
tention of mankind, rather than to thoſe which. 
were dictated by virtue. He may truly be ſaid to 
Hay have 
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have been covetous of fame: for he wiſhed to 
unite in his own perſon the reputation of a great 
king, a wile legiſlator, an illuſtrious hero, an ac- 
compliſhed general, a fine poet, and an enlighten- 
ed philoſopher. But though he loved fame more 
than virtue, and was more ſolicitous to extend his 
reputation, and to enlarge his dominions and his 
power, than to regulate his conduct by the prin- 
ciples of juſtice and humanity; he wiſhed, not- 
withſtanding, for the praiſe of virtue, even when 
his actions were in direct oppoſition to its cleareſt 
dictates. Hence it aroſe, that his conduct was 
often variable and inconſiſtent; and that the ſame 
man ſometimes appeared an unfeeling tyrant, and 
at other times mild, gentle, and humane. FP 

Ons great object of his aim appears always to 
have been, the aggrandizement of his dominions; 
and in this he would probably have ſucceeded much 
more than he did, if his conduct, at the beginning 
of his reign, had not ſo ſtrongly excited the jealouſy 
and apprehenſion of his neighbours, and produced 
ſs formidable a confederacy againſt him. There 
is reaſon to believe, that he had formed great 
ſchemes, which the number of his enemies pre- 
vented him from being able to put in execution. 
Had France and Ruſſia not united againſt him, he 


might, perhaps, have totally cruſhed the houſe of 


Auſtria, and overturned the whole Germanic 
ſyſtem. | 
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Acrivx, enterprizing, indefatigable, and in- en 

trepid, he kept his neighbours in continual alarm ; —— 
and their apprehenſions of him were the greater, 
becauſe he ſeemed ſcarcely to ſcruple any means 
chat would effectuate his purpoſes. In the conduct 
of his affairs, he poſſeſſed the moſt unremitting 
vigilance, the moſt unwearied induſtry, and the 
keeneſt ſagacity in ſeizing thoſe deciſive moments, 
which were the moſt favourable to the promotion 
of his views. At periods, and in ſituations, of un- 
common difficulty, and uncommon danger, he 
difplayed the higheſt degree of courage, aſtoniſh- 
ing preſence of mind, and the greateſt magnani- 
mity. No dangers, no difficulties, no fatigues, 
could deter him from the proſecution of thoſe 
ſchemes, to which he was prompted by his ambi- 
tion, and his love of fame. In attention to his 
army, to his government, and to the general con- 
cerns of his kingdom, he was probably the moſt 
indefatigable prince that ever exiſted. Every de- 
partment of government was under his awn im- 
mediate inſpection; and the moſt minute parti- 
culars of national domeſtic policy did not eſcape 
his obſervation. And, notwithſtanding the many 
faults in his character, there is the utmoſt reaſon to 
believe, that no prince then in the world employed 
ſo much time and attention as FREDERICK did, 
for the laſt twenty years of his life, in promoting 
the happineſs of his ſubjects, and the general pro- 
ſperity of his dominians, ſo far as was conſiſtent 
Hha4 with 
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 Crar. with his mode of government, and with the main. 
XXXVIIL 2 b 
w——— — tenance of his own power and authority. 

As he was born heir to a deſpotic monarchy, 
and trained up from his infancy in military ideas, 
theſe circumſtances ought to be taken into con- 
ſideration in judging of his character. But with 
the taſte for literature, and the diſtinguiſhed talents 
that he poſſeſſed, he would probably have been a 
better man, and a better king, if he had not ſo 
early imbibed the pernicious ſcepticiſm of Vor- 
TAIRE. Though he wrote againſt Machiavel in 
his youth, he yet appears to have adopted much 

| Machiavelian policy; and, on many occaſions, his 
conduct appeared to be more characterized by 
craft and ſubtilty, than by generoſity, or true 
dignity of mind. The caſe of baron Trenck, his 
treatment of the inhabitants of Saxony, and other 
Inſtances, alſo afford evidence of too convincing a 
nature, that he could occaſionally be guilty of great 
cruelty. $22 

Hrs talents as a general were of the very higheſt 
order. In this character, he was eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed by the rapidity of his marches, his ſkill in 
the art of encampment, and the dexterity of his 
manceuvres; by the fertility of his expedients, and 
his extenſive knowledge of military ſcience ; and 
dy the promptitude with which he availed himſelf, 
even in the heat of action, of every circumſtance 
that could be turned to his advantage. He was 
ſometimes chargeable with raſhneſs ; but it was in 
| r thoſe 
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in view, for the promotion of his general deſigns; 
and, in ſuch caſes, he ſacrificed the lives of his 
men, with a readineſs that reflected no honour on 
his character. 

Trovcn naturally and generally parſimonious, 
he was occaſionally magnificent and liberal. He 
was alſo kind to his domeſtics, if they properly diſ- 
charged the duties of their ſtations ; and manifeſted 
2 great attachment to ſome of his generals, and 
others, whom he favoured with his friendſhip, 
His love of muſic accompanied him through life ; 
and except at thoſe times when the circumſtances 
of war, or other affairs of importance, rendered it 
impracticable, he attended his concerts with almoſt 
as much uniformity and exactneſs, as his military 
reviews. His ableſt muſical performers were with 
him in the camp; and in his moſt active and buſy 
campaigns, he always devoted ſome time to muſi- 
cal performances, and to the purſuits of literature, 
With all his faults, he was undoubtedly a great 
king, poſſeſſed of very ſplendid qualities ; and, 
indeed, one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and extraor- 
dinary princes, of whom the records of hiſtory 
have preſerved to us any memorial, 


Or ſeveral of the literary performances of the 
king of Pruſſia, I have already given ſome account. 
His poetical compoſitions, which, excepting his 
poem on the Art of War, conſiſt chiefly of odes 
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and epiſtles, have paſſed through many editions, un- 


erer the title of Ozuvzzs meLzzs pv PHILOSOPHE 


DE SANS-SOuct, There are variations in the dif. 
ferent editions; and an edition was printed at 
Lyons, in 1760, which contains ſome paſſages, 
that were omitted in moſt of the editions printed at 
Potſdam, in order to avoid giving offence ta 
foreign courts. Beſides the proſe pieces which 
have been already mentioned, the king alſo wrote 
Letters on Patriotiſm, and a Letter concerning 


German Literature. He likewiſe left behind him, 


in manuſcript, Memoirs of his own time, from the 
year 1740 to the peace of Dreſden; a Hiſtory of 
the war of ſeven years; a Hiſtory of the tranf- 


actions from the peace of Hubertſbourg, together 
with the occurrences relative to the treaty of 


Teſchen, and ſome other pieces: all which have 
been announced for publication at Berlin, under 
the direction of count Hertzberg. 

In his © Inſtructions for the Generals of his 


« Army,” Frederick has diſplayed great military 


knowledge; and ſome paſſages in theſe inſtructions 
are not unworthy of attention. If I were ſolely 
« attentive,” ſays he, © to my own glory, I would 
always make my own country the theatre of war: 
« for there every inhabitant is a ſpy ; ſa that it is 


* impoſſible for the enemy to take a ſingle ſtep, of 


* which I am not inftantly informed; and I can 


© without danger harraſs and perplex him with 


© large detachments, as often as. I think fit. 
4 When 
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When we make war in a neutral country, there Cnas, 
appears to be no advantage an either ſide. 1s 
* cherefore, depends upon each army, to try which 
of the two can moſt effectually obtain the confi- _ 
«© dence and friendſhip of the inhabitants.'—* If 
you are in a Proteſtant country, as in Saxony for 
* inſtance, you are to act the part of a zealous 
protector of Lutheraniſm; and to inſpire the 
© common people, whoſe ſimplicity is eaſily im- 
* poſed upon, with religious enthuſiaſm, If the 
people are Roman Catholics, you are to talk of 
nothing but toleration, and throw all the blame 
* of the violent animoſity between the different ſects 
© of Chriſtians upon the prieſts of each; who, 
* notwithſtanding their diſputes, are agreed in the 
fundamental articles of faith. With regard to 
© detachments in a neutral country, yau are to be 
© very circumſpe@, unleſs you are well aſſured of 
the good will of the inhabitants, or at leaſt of the 
© greateſt part of them, In an enemy's country, 
© as in Bohemia and Moravia, it behoves you to 
act with infinite caution ; and, for the reaſons 
mentioned, never to truſt a detachment at any 
* conſiderable diſtance from your main body. You 
* muſt carry on all. your operations under your 
© own eye. Your light troops are to be chiefly 
employed in eſcorting your convoys. You are 
© not to expect ever to be able to gain the affection 
* of the inhabitants. The Huſſites, in the circle 
of Koninglgratz, are the only people that can be 
s made 
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Cnar, * made at all uſeful, As for the nobility, they are 
ep all traitors, notwithſtanding they pretend to be 


© well diſpoſed towards us. It is their intereſt to 

© fide with the houſe of Auſtria, and therefore it 

c were fooliſh to depend upon any of them . 
Is the third article of his Inſtructions, Frede. 


rick ſays, As ſoon as you enter an enemy's 


© country, you mult ſeize all the brewers and dif. 
© tillers who are to be found in the neighbourhood, 


and oblige them in particular to furniſh gin, that 


* the ſoldier may be ſupplied with a liquor, without 
* which he cannot poſſibly exiſt bos. In the article 
relative to magazines and ſubſiſtence, he ſays, It 


as neceſſary to be very circumſpect in the choice 


© of commiſſaries; for if theſe gentlemen happen 
© to be raſcals, the ſtate will ſuffer conſiderably. 
* You muſt, therefore, endeavour to find a ſuper- 
* intendant of known probity, who will frequently 
© and minutely examine their proceedings 1. 

In the © Inſtructions for the Light Troops,” 
the king ſays, that the firſt care of an officer, com- 
manding an advanced guard, muſt be, to ſur- 
round his poſt with a chain of ſentries, or vide!s, 


© in ſuch a manner, that nothing can poſlibly ap- 


« proach him without his knowledge. Videts are 
to be double; and—it being ſuppoſed, that one 


of the two videts is a man to be depended on, 


50+ Military Inſtructions, written by the King of Pruſſia, 
KC. p. 7477 
205 Ibid. p. 16. 5 Ibid, p. 9, 10. 
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the officer will remember to give him orders, Char. 

« that when he has any thing to report, he muſt In 

« always diſpatch his comrade to the guard, leſt 

being left alone he might deſert. The two videts 

© ought never to ſeparate, unleſs when one goes 

© with a report to the guard. If one of them 

« ſhould attempt to deſert, the other muſt inſtantly 

blow out his brains; for he muſt be anſwerable 

for the fidelity of his comrade . 

Ons of the king's inſtructions, be to the 

methods to be employed for obtaining intelligence 

of the enemy, deſerves to be noticed for its ſingular | 

iniquity. © When you find it very neceſſary,” ſays | 4 

Frederick, yet very difficult, to gain any intelli- | 

© gence of the enemy, there is another expedient, | | 

© though a cruel one. You take a rich burgher, | | 

© poſſeſſed 'of lands, a wife, and children. You | i 
| 
| 
| 
; 


© oblige him to go to the enemy's camp, as if to j 5 
complain of hard treatment, and to take along 1 
© with him as his ſervant, a ſpy who ſpeaks the "Mi 
language of the country; aſſuring him, at the | | 

« fame time, that, in caſe he does not bring the ll. 
* ſpy back with him, after having remained a ſuſ- 1 
* ficient time in the enemy's camp, that you will "1 
© ſet fire to his houſe, and maſſacre his wife and 11 
© children. I was forced to have recourſe to this Wi 
« cruel ' expedient, when we were encamped at Ill 
. IT ANSWERED MY PURPosr 1” 


397 Military Inſtructions, written by the King of rut, 
&. p. 176—183. 39% Ibid. p. 70. 
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; . To compel a peaceable citizen to act as a traitor to 
©, his own country, and to induce him to do this, by 
aſſuring him, that otherwiſe his houſe: would be 

fired, and his wife and children maſſacred, is an 

idea that could have been ſuggeſted only by a man, 

who ſuppoſed, that the moſt ſacred ties, divine and 


human, were to be ſacrificed to the ambition of 
Princes. 


To the anecdotes of Frederick which have been 

already given, in ſeveral parts of this work, I ſhall 

here add a few more, which may tend, in ſome 
degree, ſtill farther to illuſtrate his character. 


CY Lad * CY * — A LS * A B 
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AFTER the ſecond Sileſian war, the king travelled 
into different parts of his dominions, and among 
other places arrived at Cleves, where he ordered 
the public accounts to be laid before him. On 
examining them, he found that a conſiderable an- 
nual ſum was paid, out of the revenue arifing from 
the ducal foreſts, to the monks of the monaſtery of 
Minorites in that town; and inquiring on what 
account, was informed, that the money was left 
by former dukes, that a certain number of maſſes 
ſhould be ſaid daily for their fouls. Upon this the 
| king expreſſed a deſire to ſee the monaſtery; and 
4 | being conducted thither, he found the monks ar- 
: ranged in two rows; and, immediately upon bis 

entrance, they ſtruck up the Ambroſian hymn. 
© Who are theſe?” ſaid Frederick. They are, 22 
N ſaid 
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ſaid the prior, © the monks who read maſſes for the Car. 
« fouls of the late dukes, in order to procure. theit —— 
« releaſe from purgatory.” My poor couſins - 158 
continue a long time in purgatory, faid the king; 1 
can you tell when they will be releaſed? © That, lf} 
« fire,” replied the prior, © is a point very difficult to 1 
© be determined; but the moment that I am —1 
« acquainted with their being removed out of pur- 1 
< gatory, I will immediately diſpatch a meſſenger | | 
© to Potſdam, to give your majeſty information of 
their deliverance.” The king ſmiled, and turn- [if 


| 
ing to one of his attendants, ſaid, There is no \Þ 

« doing any thing with this man: he has ſtudied 4 
« among the Jeſuits . | | 
Ix a Roman Catholic town, in Sileſia, ſeveral of 1 
the filver offerings, dedicated to the virgin Mary, | 14 
vere diſcovered to be miſſing. A ſoldier was ſuſ- | 
pected, and the things being found in his poſſeſſion, I! 
he was condemned to death as a ſacrilegious rob- Il! 
ber. But he reſolutely: denied the commiſſion of il 
any theft; aſſerting, that the virgin, out of com- | Il 1 
paſſion! to his poverty, had preſented him with the | | | 
offerings. The ſentence, however, as uſual, was ll | 
laid before the king for his confirmation ; but up- 1 
on reading the caſe, and the defence of the ſoldier, ft! 
he ordered the opinions of ſeveral Popiſn clergymen - 
to be taken, whether, according to their religion, It 
the miracle was impoſſible ? They replied, that Ill 1 
Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tom. IV. p. 21. Il! 
22, Latrobe's Characteriſtic Anecdotes, p. 146, 147. "1 
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after any preſent from the virgin e 
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Cnar. the caſe was extraordinary, but not impoſſible, 


— — The king then ſaid, that the ſoldier could not be 
put to death, becauſe the divines of his own religion 


allowed that it was poſſible, that the offerings might 


have been given him by the virgin Mary, as he had 
ſtated. But,” added Frederick, I ſtrictly charge 
© him, upon pain of death, never to receive here. 


© any faint whatever.” 

Ar a review in Pruſſia, a woman md SIE] 
cation to the king, requeſting that he would grant 
her ſon, who was a private ſoldier in the guards, 
leave of abſence, that he might have an oppottu- 
nity of viſiting her. The king did not comply 
with her requeſt; but, upon his return to Potſ- 
dam, he informed the ſoldier, that his mother was 
in good health, and defired to be affectionately re- 
membered to him. The following year the king 


was again in Pruſſia, and the woman came again 


to requeſt the ſame favour. The king knew her 
immediately; and, before ſhe could ſpeak a word, 
told her, that her ſon was well, and would be 
« very glad to ſee her at Potſdam . _- 
FREDERICK was one day converſing with! an 


Engliſh gentleman, about the ſtate of affairs in 
England, at a time when a great part of the nation 
appeared, from the public prints, to be engaged in 


a violent oppoſition to the government. Aſter 


ſundry inquiries and remarks, the king began to 


110 Latrobe's Characteriſtic Anecdotes, p. 202. 
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talk in a very high tone, concerning the meaſures Caar. 
which he would have adopted, if he had been king 


of England. The Engliſhman coolly replied, 
« If your majeſty were to be king of England, 
* you would not continue in your office three 
« days. 

Ons evening, at 5 when he had regular 
ſupper parties, he facetiouſly put the queſtion to 
each of thoſe who ſupped with him, what he would 
do if he were king of Pruſſia? In general, they 
made very flattering anſwers ; but when he put the 
queſtion to D*Argens, the marquis replied, . By 
« my faith, fire, I would fell my kingdom, in 
« order to purchaſe a province of France wich 
e it 715. ” 


A major-general in the Pruſſian Foy who 


was an able officer, and a man of merit, was 


obſeryed frequently to ſpeak in very ſtrong terms 


of the bleſſings of liberty, and the humiliating 
chains of deſpotiſm. This being reported to the 


king, Frederick wrote to him, Monſ. major- 

© general, I muſt beg that you will no longer con- 

* tinue to play the part of Brutus in my dominions; 

© or, otherwiſe, I ſhall be * to conſpire 
© againſt your liberty. 

Ix the year 1753, a literary man ſent to the 
king the plan of a literary work, and a letter, in 
which he informed him, that Voltaire and Mon- 
zu Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, vol. IV. p. 6. 

n Ibid. p. 25+ 

Ve 2K Ii teſquieu 


7 


nens 0 


© way. teſquieu had expreſſed their approbation of his de- 


— and had ſubſcribed to his work; but that he 
did not chooſe to reſolve upon publication, till he 
had alſo the honour. of his majeſty's name. Fre- 
derick wrote back: © You are too difficult: the 
« names that you have mentioned to me, are worth 
« more than thoſe of all the kings in Europe. I 
« will, however, add my name to your lift, that 
* TI may have my name enrolled with theirs ““.“ 
Tux princeſs Elizabeth Chriſtina Ulrica of Brunſ- 0 
wick, who was married, in 1765, to the prince- royal 
of Pruſſia, was afterwards divorced from him, and 
kept in a kind of confinement at Stettin. At the 
time when this princeſs was in that ſituation, ſhe of 
gave orders to have ſome rich ſtuffs ſent from 
Lyons, and directed to her at Stettin. As foreign 
ſtuffs pay a very large duty in the Pruſſian domi- bl: 
nions, the collector of the cuſtoms thought pro- Th 
per to detain them, becaule the princeſs had given 


no directions for the payment of the duty. The be 
| princeſs was highly incenſed at this; but ſent word rig 


to the collector, that ſhe would ſatisfy his demands, 
and deſired him to come himſelf with the ſtuffs il « c 
for that purpoſe. Her orders were obeyed, but \ 
the collector was no ſooner introduced into her pre- I te 

| ſence, than ſhe took the ſtuffs from him with great I dam 
indignation, and at the ſame time gave him two I affür 
or three cuffs in the face. The collector, enraged to þ, 
at this treatment, addreſſed a long and very formal 


3'3 Vie de Frederick II. tome IV. p. 7,8. 1 
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memorial to the king, ſetting forth how much he — 
had been diſhonoured in the performance of his 


duty. To this complaint Frederick returned, in 
his own hand, the following anſwer: The loſs of 
© the duty muſt be placed to my account; the 
« ſtuffs muſt remain with the princeſs ; the cuffs 
© with him that received them. As to the ſuppoſed 
« diſhonour, I cancel it at the requeſt of the com- 
« plainant : but it is of itſelf null; for the white 
© hand of a fair lady cannot poſſibly diſhonour the 
© face of a cuſtom-houſe officer“. 

Tas lady of the preſident of the court of juſ- 
tice, and the lady of the preſident of the chamber 
of revenue, at Cleves, had frequent diſputes about 
precedency; and the lady of the preſident of the 
court of juſtice inſiſted, that, in all public aſſem- 
blies, ſhe had a right to take place of the other. 
This enraged her rival to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
wrote to the king, and deſired that his majeſty 
would determine, which of the two ladies had a 
right to walk firſt, Frederick returned the follow- 
ing laconic anſwer: © Let the greateſt fool walk 
« firſt,” 

Mons. T. a lieutenant-colonel and engineer in 
the French ſervice, deſerted, and came to Potſ- 
dam, where he was preſented to the king under the 
aſſumed title of count D. Frederick finding him 
to be a man of talents, accepted his ſervices, and 
wp Obſervations on the Military Eſtabliſhment, &c. p. 23, 
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2 gave him good appointments; and the pretended 

— count introduced a lady, under the character of 
his wife, to the queen and princeſſes. The prin. 
cels-royal was particularly civil to her, and often 
invited her to her table, About a year after the 
arrival of this couple, the pretended counteſs died; 
and not long after, to the aſtoniſhment of every 
one at Potſdam, the count's real wife made her ap- 
pearance; and it then came out, that the deceaſed 
was a courtezan, whom he had picked up at Paris. 
This ſtory made much noife, and ſoon reached the 
king's cars, who thereupon wrote the Frenchman 
Tg: following letter : 


c Lihnemineolind count D. or Mr. T. 


When I thought you could be uſeful to me, 
© it was a matter of indifference to me whether 
© you. had a wife, or a miſtreſs. With my uſual 
© indulgence, therefore, I overlook your inſolence 
© in introducing her to the royal family. She is 
dead, and the affair is at an end. I adviſe you, 

however, to reflect a little, before you think of 
© introducing this other lady, who has juſt made 
© her appearance. Content yourſelf with ſerving 
© me faithfully. At your age and mine, it is time 
* to > have done with the women. 
: FREDERICK hs 


313 Obſervations on the Military Elablihment, 4. p. 6, 
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A yROFESS0R of the univerſity of Halle, named 


Eberhard, had been appointed miniſter of Char- 
lottenbourg by the conſiſtory. But the inhabitants 
of that town, who were deſirous of having another 


perſon for their miniſter, proteſted againſt the ap- 
pointment, alleging, that Eberhard had written an 
apology for Socrates. The conſiſtory, however, 
rejected the repreſentations of the people, who 
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thereupon preſented a petition to the king, in which 


they ſtated; that they could not truſt the care of 
their ſouls to a man, who had maintained, in a 


public writing, that Socrates, though a heathen, 
would be ſaved. Frederick returned their petition, 
with theſe words added at the bottom: * It is my 
« pleaſure that Socrates ſhould be ſaved, and that 
« Eberhard ſhould be your miniſter .“ | 
A CLERGYMAN, who was miniſter at Valangin, 
had been turned out of his office, for having preach- 


ed againſt the doctrine of eternal damnation.” He 


applied to the king for redreſs, who ordered him 


to be reinſtated in his benefice, and exhorted the 
people of Valangin to act, for the future, in 4 more 
tolerant and rational manner, Great oppafition, 


however, was ſtill made to the clergyman, and a 


remonſtrance upon the ſubje& was preſented to the 


king, in which it was ſtated, that the people wete 

determined to hear nothing ſaid againſt the doctrine 

of eternal damnation. As it was an affair of reli- 

gion, Frederick did not chooſe to engage any fr. 
zs Vie de Frederick II. tome IV. „ 
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| Enar. ther in the conteſt ; and, therefore, returned the 
= remonſtrance, with theſe words added at the bot- 
tom: If my loving ſubjects in Valangin chooſe 
« to be damned eternally, I have nothing to ſay 

« againſt it . 3 
Tux magiſtrate of an inconſiderable vile in 
the electorate of Brandenburgh, had committed a 
burgher to priſon, who was charged with. having 
blaſphemed God, the king, and the magiſtrate. The 
burgomaſter reported the ſame to the king, in order 
to know what puniſhment ſuch a criminal deſeryed. 
In the margin of the priſoner's caſe, which was 


tranſmitted to him, Frederick wrote with his own 


hand the following ſentence : * That the priſoner 
< has blaſphemed God, is a ſure proof that he does 
. not know him; that he has blaſphemed me, I 
< willingly forgive; but as he has blaſphemed the 
© magiſtrate of the town, he ſhall be puniſhed in 
an exemplary manner; and, therefore, I order 
2 him to be committed priſoner to the 1 0 
Spandau, for half an hout 
b Ix the courſe af his ſecond war with the em- 


was preyailed upon to attempt to poiſon him. Fre- 
derick, who is ſaid to have been an excellent phy- 
| Hognomilt, obſerving ſomething unuſual - in the 


| Warn de Frederick II. tome IV. p- 33, 34. Latrobe's 
CharaReriſtic Anecdotes, p, 112, 113. 

u, Anecdotes and Characteriſtics of Frederick the Great, 
vol. I, p. 161, 163. Latrobe's Characteriſtic Anecdotes, p. 131- 


preſs- queen, we are told, that his valet de chambre 
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look of the man that morning, and that he trem- — 
bled when he gave him his chocolate, he fixed his CEL 
eyes upon him with great ſteadfaſtneſs, and ſaid to 
him at the ſame time, © I am certain, that you 
« have been bribed to poiſon me.” The man de- 
nied it; but the king gave the chocolate to a dog, 
and the animal died.in about two hours. He did 
not, however, put the man to death; but having 
learned from him in what manner he had been 

| bribed, and by whom, he contented himſelf with 
ſending him priſoner to the fortreſs of Spandau, 
from whence he was releaſed ſome years after *'. - 
On *forne occaſions Frederick diſcovered great 
ſenſibility, He was much attached to heptenant- 
general count Rothenburgh; and, in the latter 
years of that general's life, ſeemed not to be eaſy, 
if he was long without his company. . During the 
general's laſt illneſs, the king frequently fat by his 
bed-ſide for hours, When he received the news 
of the general's death, he haſtily left his palace, 
half-drefſed, and croſſed the ſtreet to the general's 
houſe. He ſhed tears at the fight of his body, but 
ſtill ſeemed to entertain hopes that he was nüt 
dead; for he ſent immediately for a ſurgeon, or- 
dered a yein to be opened, and held the baſon 
himſelf, When he found, that the general could. 
not be brought again to life, he left the houſe in q 


319 Obſervations on the. Military ann cc. of the 
BSE Pruſſia, p. 15. 
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CHAr. res agitation, indulged his grief in private, and 


r 
— 


would ſcarcely ſee any company for ſeveral days. 
- Fxepertcx had a very high reſpect for the me- 


mory of the great elector, Frederick William, 


whom he conſidered as the greateſt prince of his 


family. When an antient cathedral was demoliſh- 


ed, in which ſome of the electors had been inter- 
red, their coffins were obliged to be removed; and 
the king gave orders, that the coffin of the great 
elector ſhould be opened. He was preſent himſelf 
on the occaſion, attended by two of his aids-de- 
camp. He viewed the corpſe of the elector, which 
was well preferved, with great attention, for a con- 
ſiderable time, without ſpeaking a word. At length, 


taking hold of the elector's hand, he faid, with 


great emotion, Gentlemen, io vor wor things — 
4 Shut the coffin . 


Tv the ſecond Sitcfian war, the king rode out, 


with very few attendants, to reconnoitre the ene- 
my. A party of pandouts lay in ambuſcade in a 


od, through which he was obliged to paſs, and 


who fired ſeveral times at him, and thoſe who were 


wich him, but without effect. At laſt à ſoldier, 


who was with the king, called aut, “ Sire, ſave 
te your life : a pandour behind the next tree is aim- 
* ing at your majeſty.” The king turned round 
with great coolneſs, and ſeeing the pandour, who 
had juſt taken his aim, called out to him in a me- 


* Vie de Frederick II. tome IV. p. 36, 37. Anecdotes 


and Charatteriſtics of Frederick the Great, vol. II. p. 66, 67: 
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facing tone, © You! you! there, Sir!“ The pan-, S 
Jour was ſo ſtruck with the king's look; manner, W 
and commanding voice, that he immediately ground- 
ed his firelock, took off his hat, and ſtood in a re- 
ſpe&ful poſture, till the king had paſſed by _ 

7s the battle of Roſbach, the king ſaw a French 
grenadier, who though manifeſtly overpoweted, de- 
ſended himſelf with great gallantry, and refuſed to 
ſurrender; upon which the king rode up to him, 
and ſaid, * Brave grenadier, are you invincible ? 
« Yes, fire,” replied In an, " 1 you were 
ce to command me *. 

A FOREIGNER, Who had ſettled in the Pruffian . 
dominions 4s a coloniſt, and who ſuppoſed himſelf 
to be ſo uſeful that the king would not willingly 
loſe him as a ſubje&, took an opportunity of ad- 
dreſſing him, when he was making one of his tours 

through his dominions, and told him, that he 

| hould leave the country, with his wife and chil. 
dren, and go where he could be much better off. 
He hoped by this ſpeech to have induced the king 
to grant him ſome farther advantages; but Fre- 
derick coolly replied, Tou are perfectly right, 
te my good friend; for if 1 knew a place, where 
I ſhould be better off than where I am, I would 
** certainly go pat Ma 

2 Latrobe, p. 231, 232. 33 Vie de Frederick II. 
tome IV. p. . * Chatacderiſiic Anecdotes, p. 114, 
1 \ | | 
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| Cnar. Tux king was one day looking out of a window, 
| = — at the palace of Potſdam, when he ſaw a crowd of 
| | people aſſembled together, and reading a paper that 
was ſtuck againſt the wall. He ſent one of his 
| pages to read it, and inform him what was the ſub- 
1 Es jet. The page returned, and acquainted him, 
1 that it was a libel againſt his majefty, in which his 
character was very ſeverely treated. Frederick re- 
E marked, that the paper was placed fo high, that 
| people could not read it with any conveniency. He, 
therefore, ſent his page back, to take it down, and 
. ſtick it up lower, that thoſe perſons, who paſſed 
that way, might read it more at their eaſe 4, 
Ds. Moore, ſpeaking of Frederick, ſays, © He 
© uſes a very large gold ſauff-box, the lid orna- 
. © mented with diamonds, and takes an immoderate 
: « quantity of Spaniſh ſnuff, the marks of which 
1 © yery often appear on his waiſtcoat and breeches. 
< Theſe are alſo liable to be ſoiled by the paws of 
© two or three Italian greyhounds, which he often 
« careſſes. He was much attached to dogs; 
and Mr. Latrobe informs us, that he had ſeveral 
© of theſe animals of whom he was particularly 
* fond, and in all his rooms were a number of ſmall | 
© leather balls, with which he uſed to play with 


- 
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' 3t4 Vie de Frederick II. Roy de Pruſſe, tome IV. p. 23, 
Anecdotes and Characteriſtics of Frederick the Great, vol. II. 


p. 161, 162. 
335 View of Society and Manners Kc. vol. II. p. 236. 
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them. One of them, called Biche, was his par- Czar. 


; ; GW XXXVIIL 
« ticular favourite, had been his companion in many 


of his campaigns, and at her death he erected a 


« ſmall monument to her memory, in his gardens 
at Potſdam . a 


226 Charackeriſtie Anecdotes, p. 13. 
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. on the Military 45 5 if Praia 
and on the Pruſſian Government. —Concluſion. 


Char. HE military eftabliſhment of the Pruſſian 
— dominions, by which an army of at leaſt 
two hundred thouſand men is conſtantly kept up 
ſz], is ſo much beyond what might naturally be 
expected in a country of ſuch moderate extent, that 
it cannot be ſupported without heavy taxes being 
laid upon the people [A], and a very rigid ceco- 
| | nomy 


[z] The preciſe number of men in the Pruſſian army, in- 
cluding officers, in the year 1782, was 215,038, Hiſtorical 
Account of the Pruſſian army, by the baron de Helldorff, 8vo, 
Lond. 1783, p. 35. 

[a] Dr. Moore obſerves, that all commodities are highly 

* taxed in the Pruſſian dominions. At Berlin, though money 
© is a great deal ſcarcer than at London or Paris, a ſtranger will 
find very little difference in the ordinary expence of living. 
« There are no means by which his revenue can be augmented, | 

* which this king has not tried, He has taxed even the vanity 
of his ſubjects, and drawn conſiderable ſupplies ſince the be- 
ginning of his reign from that plentiful ſource, The rage 
which the Germans, above all men, have for titles, prompts 
many of the wealthy citizens to purchaſe that of ſome office 

« about court; and although the king employs no perſon void 
of abilities, he never ſeruples to permit this kind of traffic. 
* The title, however, is literally all that is ſold : for with re: 
gard to the real buſineſs of the office, the Sana has as lit- 
| «© tle 
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nomy being maintained on the part of the gayern+ 
ment. Of the manner in which the native troops 
in Pruſſia are raiſed, the following account has 
been given: The king's dominions are divided 
© into a certain number of cantons, or diſtricts, 
each of which is obliged to raiſe a certain number 
of men, Not only each regiment, therefore, hut 


each company of a regiment has its particular 
« tle connexion with it after the bargain as before. Though 


© his majeſty ſcarcely ever conſults with any body, he has more 
nominal privy-counſellors than any king in Chriſtendom.” 
View of Society and Manners, &c, vol. II. p. 198. © _ 
Ihe ſubjects of Pruſſia are ſo heavily taxed, that the inhabi- 
tants even of Berlin are not able to ſupport a tolerable theatre. 
M. Rieſbeck ſays, in his Travels, (vol. III. p. 52, ;3.) that 
though the inhabitants of Berlin, including the garriſon, 
5 amount to one hundred and forty-two thouſand men, yet it is 
not able to keep up a good company of players.'—< Von 
* would imagine, that the officers alone, who are conſtantly 
« from eight to nine hundred in number, would he ſufficient to 
© keep up a good theatre ; but it is not ſo, In truth, this is 
one of the moſt eminent marks of the poverty and parſimony 
of the people of this place. 
It has been pretended, and Ricſbeck profeſles - to be of chat 
opinion, that Frederick impoſed ſuch heavy taxes upon his peo- 


493 


Wilk. 


ple from maxims of a very refined policy, and in order to pre- 
vent luxury in his dominions. Undoubtedly, to lay ſuch heavy 


taxes upon commodities, as would hinder perſons even in the 
middle ranks of life from obtaining the conveniencies of it, was 
a very admirable method of preyenting luxury. This will ap- 
pear the more manifeſt, if it be farther conſidered, that all this 
was done, that the impoſer of theſe taxes might be enabled to 


ſuppaxt ay enormous army, to enſlave his own ſubjefts, ang to 
keep his acighbours in perpetual alarm, 
« diſtrict + 
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2 © diftrit : and at the age of ſixteen, every peaſant, 
mechanic, merchant or citizen, has his name in- 
© ſerted in the war-liſt of his canton; and is obliged, 
© when called upon, to join the regiment, or com- 
< pany, belonging to that diſtrict. For it is very 
© ſeldom, and only upon extraordinary occaſions, 
© that perſons enrolled in one canton are allowed 
© to be turned over to another corps ; not even to 
© the guards; becauſe theſe have likewiſe their diſ- 
© tricts for national recruits, and are ſupplied only 
© with foreigners from the reſt of the army. When 
© any regiment, or company, is in want of freſh 
© men to ſupply the place of ſuch as are dead, or 
© difmiſſed from the ſervice, a field- officer, com- 
© monly the major of the regiment, goes into the 
canton, and chooſes the number requiſite to ſup- 
© ply the deficiency. This buſineſs is conducted 
© in a very impartial manner; the ſubjects ſelefted 
8 being always ſuch as are the beſt fitted for ſer- 
vice, and who are the leaſt wanted at home. 
© Among the peaſantry, the eldeſt ſon is uſually 
« exempted from the ſervice, that he may be edu- 
© cated to huſbandry ; and when a farmer has only 
© one ſon, it ſeldom happens that he is forced into | 
the army, unleſs he be remarkably tall and well 
© made . | 
D. Moore ſays, Whatever number of ſons a 
< peaſant may have, they are all liable to be taken 


327 Obſervations on D er 
of Pruſſia, p. 76, 77. f 
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© into the ſeryice, except one, who is left to aſſiſt 
in the management of the farm. The reſt wear 
badges from their childhood, to mark that they 
© are deſtined to be ſoldiers, and ready to ſerve 
when the ſtate requires them.'—* The king, how- 
ever, endeavours to fave his own peaſantry, and 
© draw as many recruits as he can from other coun- 
tries. For this purpoſe, there are Pruſſian offi- 
© cers employed at. Hamburgh, Franckfort, and 
© other free towns of Germany. I have ſeen them 
© alſo.at Neufchatel, and at places near French 


* 
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© garriſons, attempting to enliſt men, and pick up 


© deſerters. The recruits procured in this manner, 
© remain continually with the regiments in which 
they are placed; but the native Pruſſians have 
© every year eight or nine months of furlough, 
during which they return to their fathers or bro- 
© thers houſes, and work at the buſineſs of the 
farm, or gain their hvelihood in any other way 
© they pleaſe [B]. Here is at once an immenſe 

| © ſaving, 


[a] Count Hertzberg ſays, that © it would not be difficult 

* to ſhew, that the Pruſſian army is a true national militia, ſuch 
* as that which the Romans had, and which the Engliſh have 
« defired to have, but never had.“ Diſſertation, ut ſupra, p. 19. 
perfectly agree with the count, that the Engliſh never had ſuch 
a national militia as that of Pruſſia ; and I do moſt ſincerely 
hope, that they never will, in any period of the hiſtory of the 
world, be in poſſeſſion of ſuch a militia, But I cannot agree 
with this noble writer in ſuppoſing, that the army of Pruſſia 
bears any very nar reſemblance to the militia of the antient Ro- 
| mans, 
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Sn. ſaving, in the expence of the army, and a great 
— © gain to the ſtate from the labour of ſo many 
c men. | 
W1ra reſpect to the diſcipline of the Pruſſian 
army, it has been obſerved, that © in Pruſſia, the 
< ſoldier is inſtructed in a very methodical man- 
© ner. When he is firſt brought to the regiment, 
© he is placed under the care of a ſerjeant, who 
© teaches him how to walk, and to hold up his 
head, as well as the uſe of his firelock; and he 
< is every day inſpected by an officer, who is care- 
© ful to ſee that he is properly inſtructed. For 
< ſome days he is treated with gentleneſs, and al- 
lowance is made for his natural timidity and auk. 
© wardneſs, His duty is repeatedly explained to 
© him, and he is ſoon taught to know, that his 
© body is to move only at the word of command, 
« and has at the ward halt, he js ww be as im. 
< moveable as a ſtatue. Indeed, the leading prin- 
« ciple of his majeſty's military ſyſtem ſeems to be, to 


mans. As to the militia of England, it is certainly not upon 
the footing that it ought to be; it is abundantly too much in 
the power of the crown ; and, in framing our militia laws, the 
repreſentatives of the people have not paid that attention, which 
they ought to have done, to the intereſts of their conſtituents, 
and of their country. But ſtill the Engliſh militia is upon 2 
footing extremely different from the ſtanding army of Pruſſia; 
and the ſtanding army of England depends wholly, for its ſub- 
fiſtence, M upon the votes of the Britiſh par- 
Lament. 


* View of Society and Manners, kr. vol. U. P. 200, 201- 
© reduce 
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reduce his troops to the nature of machines, to 
© teach them to have no will of their own, and to 
© be as deaf and as pitileſs as their muſkets, “. 
It is alſo farther remarked by Dr. Moore, that 


the common ſtate of ſlavery in Aſia, or that to 


© which people of civil profeſſions in the moſt de- 


© ſpotic countries are ſubject, 1s freedom in com- 
© pariſon of this kind of military ſlavery [l. The 


former 


3:9 Obſervations on the Military Eftabliſhment, &e. p. 8x. 

[c] M. Rieſbeck, in his Travels, has taken much pains to 
convince his readers, that the Pruſſian ſoldiers enjoy more hap- 
pineſs than 1s commonly ſuppoſed ; and, indeed, the condition 
of a Pruſſian ſoldier, whoſe pay amounts to about two-pence 
halfpenny a day, and who, when performing his exerciſe, is 


| ſubjected to puniſhment for coughing or for ſneezing, or for the 


moſt trifling and involuntary accident reſpeRing his arms, muſt 
certainly be a very high ſtate of human ſelicity. But Frederick 
himſelf was extremely apprehenſive, that many of his men might 
be too perverſe to view their ſituation in this favourable light · 


For, in no other army that ever exiſted, were ſuch exttaordi- 


nary pains taken for the prevention of Deſertion. Some of Fre- 
derick's regulations for this purpoſe may be ſeen in his Inſtruc- 
tions for his generals; and Dr. Moore remarks, that © however 
deſirous a Pruſſian ſoldier may be to deſert, the thing is almoſt 
* impoſſible. The moment a man is miſſing, a certain number 
of cannons are fired, which announce the deſertion to the 
* whole country. The peaſants have a confiderable reward for 
* ſeizing adeſerter, and are liable to ſevere penalties if they har» 


* bour, or aid him in making his eſcape, and parties from che 


* garriſon are ſent after him in every direction. As none of 
the ſoldiers are ever allowed to go without the walls of the 
* town (of Berlin), it requires great addreſs to get over this 
« firſt difficulty; and when they have been fo far fortunate, many 

Vol. II. K K chances 
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Cnar. * former are not continually under the eyes of their 
F bot for ng imeryas tine may enj 


© life without reſtraint, and as their taſte dictates ; 
© but all the foreign ſoldiers in this ſervice, and 
© thoſe of the natives, who are ſuſpected of any 
intention to deſert, and conſequently never allow. 
* ed furloughs, are always under the eye of ſome- 
© body, who has the power, and too often the in- 
© clination, to controul every action of their bodies, 
© and every ae be of their hearts“. 


chances remain againſt their eſcaping through the Pruſſian do- 
« minions; and even when they arrive ſafe in any of the neigh- 
* bouring ſtates, 


* Nunc eadem fortuna virus tot cafibus acts 

* Infequitur. 
For there they will probably be obliged to enliſt Ain as ſol- 
« diers; fo that on the whole, however unhappy they may be, 
it is abſurd to attempt defertion in any other way than by kil- 
« ling themſelves ; which method, as I am told, begins to pre- 
tail.“ View of Society and Manners, abi ſupra, p. 144, 145, 
146. 

The travels of M. Ricfbeck contain much curious information 
reſpecting ſeveral parts of Germany; but he was little acquaint- 
ed with England, and was ill qualified to form ſuch a compara- 
tive eftimate; as he has attempted to make, between the different 
firoation of Engliſn and Pruſſan farmers. Much, therefore, of 
what be bas faid upon this ſubject is extremely abſurd; and bis 
book contains many other injudicicus and ill grounded reflexions 
relative to the character, conduct, and admidification, of the 
late king ef Pruſſia. 
ne View of Society and Manners, &c. ubi ſupra, p. 149, 
ye» 27855 
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No advantages reſulting from a ſtanding army Czar. 
can be a compenſation for the evil, of keeping fo — 


great a number of men in a ſtate ſo ſervile, and fo' 


diſhonourable to human nature. But, indeed, thoſe 
large armies, which are now kept up in the diffe- 


rent nations of Europe, are not maintained for the 
benefit of the people at whoſe expence they are 
ſupported, but for the preſervation, and augmen- 
tation, of the power of their ſeveral princes. Count 


Hertzberg, however, ſays, ſpeaking of the Pruſ- 


ſian arny, When an army is conſtituted and em- 
© ployed like ours, it is not a burthen, but rather 
© a benefit to the ſtate; and the more fo, becauſe 


«© it affords a ſubſtantial ſecurity againſt the ſudden 


and dangerous invaſions of any ambitious neigh- 
* bour, In general, it appears to me, that it is 
now decided by undoubted experience, that if 


© large ſtanding armies increaſe in ſome degree the 


© burthen, and the expences, of the inhabitants of 
a country, they abundantly compenſate for this 
* inconvenience by the ſecurity that they afford ; 
and they alſo render wars leſs frequent, and leſs 
* dangerous ; becauſe that every power being arm- 


cd, they mutually reſpect each other, whereby 


* ſudden attacks, and unjuſt pretenſions, are pre- 
* vented. Hence it may be juſtly ſaid, that by 
© this great army the king has rendered a conſider- 
© able ſervice to the human race, and eſtabliſhed a 


© kind of PERPETUAL PEACE *. Of all that the 


33: Diſſertation ſur la Population, &c. P. 21. 
2; count 
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| . count has advanced upon this ſubject, the hiſtory 
—— of the reign of Frederick alone appears to be a ſuf. 
ficient refutation. - He had always a numerous 
ſtanding army; bi he was engaged in long, re- 
peated, and ſanguinary wars; and it was certainly 
not true, during any part of his reign, that the dif. 
ferent ſtates of Europe were ſecure from ſudden 
attacks, or from unjuſt pretenſions. The fact 
really 1s, that ſuch numerous ſtanding armies can be 
conſtantly kept up for no. other purpoſes but thoſe 
of ambition ; they are pernicious to the people by 
whom they are ſupported, and dangerous to the 
countries which ſurround them; and they ſhould, 
therefore, by the enlightened nations of Europe, 
be univerſally diſcountenanced. 

As to the Pruſſian government, no 2 can 
be entertained, but chat it is in a very high degree 
deſpotic; and count Hertzberg has endeavoured 
to prove, that this is the beſt kind of government, 
if it be well adminiſtered *. But the probability 
always is, that this ſpecies of government will not 
'be well adminiſtered ; and however ably or well 
it may be adminiſtered, it is a ſtate of things in 
which human nature is degraded, and greatly in- 
ſerior to a free conſtitution of government. A li- 

mited form of government, in which a proper at- 
-tention is paid to the rights of the people, muſt 
ever be ſuperior to any mode of deſpotie govern- 
| 2 whatever may be the character or abilities 


75: Piſſertation, ubi ſupra, p. 32. 


of 


of the United States of America, p. 10, 
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of the prince. It has been well obſerved by Mr. Czar, 
Adams, that * the beſt and wiſeſt prince, by means us 
© of a freer communication with his people, and 


© the greater opportunities to collect the beſt ad- 
vice from the beſt of his ſubjects, would have 
© an immenſe advantage in a free ſtate more than 
© in a monarchy, A ſenate conſiſting of all that 
© is moſt noble, wealthy, and able in the nation, 
« with a right to counſel the crown at all times, is 
© a check to miniſters, and a ſecurity againſt abuſes, 
© that a body of nobles who never meet, and have 
© no ſuch right, can never accompliſh, Another 
« aſſembly, compoſed of repreſentatives choſen by 
the people in all parts, gives the whole nation 
© free acceſs, and communicates all the wants, 
© knowledge, projects, and wiſhes of the nation, 
to government; excites an emulation among all 
© claſſes, removes complaints, redreſſes grievances, | 
« affords opportunities of exertion to genius, though 
in obſcurity, and gives full ſcope to all the fa- 
* culties of man; opens a paſſage for every ſpe- 
* culation to the legiſlature, to adminiſtration, and 
© to the public: it giyes a uniyerſal energy to the 
© human character, in every part of the ſtate, which 
© which never can be obtained in a monarchy lz. 
Count Hertzberg ſays, that * ſelf- love, or per- 
© ſonal intereſt, which is the great mover of all 
human actions, is more effectually directed to the 


333 Pref. to a Defence of the Conſtitutiong of Gorernmeng 
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Con: © happineſs of a ſociety, and of a ſtate, by a fingle 
—— man, who finds it his own intereſt, than by many, 
© who are never united, and who even cannot unite 
© their views and their intereſts. If men poſſeſſed 
© of the virtue and fortitude of AkISsTIDbESs, of 
. © Serp1o, and of CRATHAu, have not been able 
© to ſucceed, and have rather abandoned the reins 
© toan ariitocracy, no other perſon ought to enter- 
© tain hopes of ſucceeding ***.” He alſo endeavours 
to ſhew, that deſpotic governments may. produce 
regulations for the public much ſuperior to any 
- Which can comport with the nature of limited go- 
| vernments. But this, I think, I may venture to 
: affirm, that though the Engliſh conſtitution is not 
i= without defects [o], and though there are often 
| | errors and miſconduct in the public adminiſtration, 
| | yet there is no deſpotic government upon earth, in 
| | 
| 


which the intereſts of the great body of the people 
af are- ſo ſubſtantially promoted as in Great Britain, 
þ | | It often happens, at the cloſe of a ſeſſion, that the 
: | parlament of England have not done all that they 
might for the intereſt of the nation; and they not 
unfrequently, by paſſing new and injudicious laws, 


334 Diſſertation, ut ſupra. 

| fo] Among thoſe evils which the moſt loudly call for re- 
1 dreſs in England, one is, the practice of impreſſing ſeamen, 
1 which is a difgrace to the nation, and totally inconſiſtent with 


the principles of the Engliſh conſtitution, It reflects no honour 
on the repreſentatives of the people, that they have hitherto paid 


fo little attention to the plans that have been ge for the 
removal of this grievance. - 


leave 


. 0 
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| leave their conſtituents in a worſe ſituation than be- Crave.” 


fore they aſſembled. But ſuch is the general ex- 
cellence of the conſtitution {x}, that the people of 
England, notwithſtanding the occaſional errors of 


their legiſlarors, are always in a bettet ſituation, 


than the inhabitants of any deſpotic countries, 
whatever may be the talents of the princes who 
rule over ſuch countries, or however able or up- 
right the miniſters whom thoſe princes may em- 
ploy. In no country is the perſonal liberty and 
property of the inhabitants better ſecured; the laws 
are their ſecurity; and they are not dependent on 


[Et] The more excellent and valuable the Engliſh conſtitution 
is, the more vigilant ought the inhabitants of Great Britain to 
be in its ſupport and preſervation. It ſhould not too haſtily be 
ſuppoſed, that becauſe it has continued long, it is therefore in 
no danger of being over- turned. Circumſtances occaſionally 
ariſe, which ſeem not favourable to its continuance; and which 
ought at leaſt to put the people on their guard. The ſtanding 
army is voted with too little conſideration or inquiry; the 
miliria is not regulated as it onght to be ; and the vaſt and per- 
petual augmentation of the exciſe is very unfavourable to national 
liberty. But great extenſions of the exciſe-laws have been ſup- 
ported, in both houſes of parliament, by men from whom better 
things might have been expected, and who have urged too 
much the plea of neceſſity. It does not follow, that becauſe it 
is neceſſary that money ſhould be raiſed for the purpoſes of 
government, that therefore no attention ſhould be paid to the 
mode by which money is to be raiſed; and it ſhould always be 
remembered by the people, that too implicit a confidence ought 
not to be placed in any adminiſtration whatever. A vigilant 
attention in the nation to the conduct of thoſe in power, is 
eſſential to the exiſtence and continuance of public freedom, 

the 


ny 
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Cuae. the will of the prince, or the caprice of his miniſ- 
XXXIX. 5 
tes. In a government like that of Pruſſia, or in 
any other deſpotic government, if the prince be of 
q: a mild and beneficent diſpoſition, the ſubject may 
| | ſay, The king is good and gracious, and he will 
1 not oppreſs me. But the Engliſhman ſays, what- 
ever may be the character of the prince, This is 
my property, and theſe are my rights, and the king 
| himſelf dare not take them from me. In a deſpotic 
government, however ably it may be adminiſtered, 
and whatever may be the virtues of the monarch, 
human nature is always in a ſtate of degradation; 
and a deſpotic government, however it be exerciſed, 
muſt ever be an irrational government. For it 
never can be conſonant to reaſon, that the lives, 
| liberties, and property of a whole nation, ſhould be 
ſubjected to the will, pleaſure, or caprice, of a 
ſingle man, whatever may be the compaſs of his 
knowledge, or whatever the extent of his abilities. 
Couxt Hertzberg appears to be an upright, 
able, and well informed miniſter, and poſſeſſed of 
many amiable qualities; but he has thoſe prejudices 
in favour of a deſpotic government, which are 
natural to the miniſter of a deſpotic prince. In 
Juſtice to him, it ſhould, however, be obſerved, 
that notwithſtanding what he has ſaid in favour of a 
deſpotic government, yet, on the acceſſion of the 
preſent king to the throne of Pruſſia, he adviſed | 
him to confirm, to the inhabitants of Faſtern and | 
Weſtern Pruſſia, their antient rights and privileges. 
| 8 With 
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With this advice the king comphed ; and by giv- 
ing this advice count Hertzberg did himſelf great 
honour, and at the ſame time promoted the intereſt 
both of the prince and of the people. But, un- 
fortunately, in any country where ſo large a ſtand- 
ing army is kept up, as that in the Pruſſian domi- 
nions, the privileges of the people muſt ever be too 
much dependent on the mere will and pleaſure of 
the monarch, 


Ix the courſe of this Work, I have had occaſion 


to relate many tranſactions of war and bloodſhed ; 


and the period of time, which this hiſtory com- 
prehends, exhibited too many ſcenes. of carnage 
and of deſolation. But it may be hoped, that, 
from a more general diffuſion of knowledge, man- 
kind will be at length convinced, that the arts of 
peace are much more worthy of cultivation than 
thoſe of war; that a great part of the human race 
ought not to be ſacrificed, to gratify the pride and 
the ambition of a few individuals, who may acci- 
dentally be placed in ſplendid ſituations; that the 
rights of men are of much greater importance than 
the prerogatives of princes; that government was 
inſtituted for the benefit of human ſociety at large, 
and not for the private emolument of thoſe who are 
inveſted with the offices of magiſtracy ; and that 
the great objects of the philoſopher, and of every 
enlightened legiſlator, ſhould be, the advancement. 
of thoſe ſciences, and of thoſe arts, that tend to the 
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Cnar. true dignity and felicity of human beings ; the pro- 
— motion of univerſal peace and liberty; and com- 
municating to men, throughout every quarter of 
the globe, the bleſſings of a mild, a juſt, and an 


equal government. 


1— 
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Vol. I. p. 9. For ſurpring, read ſurprizing. 


vol. II. p. 125. I. 5. for Dreſden, * laſt line, ſot 
474, read 473. 


P. 194. 1. 23. for two thouſand, „ 
F. 497. 1. 10. for Rigbect, read Rieſbeck, | 
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